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BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY

All Box residents are Members
I hope that you all had a good Spring and are now
enjoying the summer weather. I am pleased to see that
more cows have been put out to graze on the common
having passed their TB tests.
The Easter trail organised by Rachel Lenane-Young and her
team was a great success, providing a happy community
event for Box Village families to all participate in. Sixtyeight children plus their families took to the streets of Box
to hunt down the eco-minded bunnies and their chocolate
treats. Donations from the profits were made to the DEC
Ukraine fund and for MinchCAN to contribute to running
further green-themed community events.
At our recent committee meeting we discussed the only
issue that Rachel raised which was getting the rabbitfocused children to mind traffic which continued to come
through the village during the two-hour trail. We decided
that more signage was required and commissioned two
signs reading ‘Danger Children in the Road.’ These will
augment the existing signs stating that the road is
blocked.
On 9th May Steve Hemmings and I met Graham Barton
and Thomas Pentzek of Novalis Trust for our regular sixmonthly meeting but, unfortunately, I cannot report any
progress on the outstanding matters. National Trust will
not permit the surface of the lower layby to be improved
by them to increase parking particularly in the Winter as
they do not want to encourage commercial use of the
laybys which should be reserved for the general public. As
to the fence surrounding the Volleyball court the English
importers passed a request to help alleviate the noise
caused by balls striking the fence to the German
manufacturers but so far they have refused to engage with
Thomas Pentzek.
We all enjoyed the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Tea Party on
the village green although a heavy rain shower caused us
to reach for our waterproofs and umbrellas to shelter
under. This soon passed and we were entertained by
Becky Dellow on the violin and Jeff Gillett on the guitar.
Box Village Society has again been in action, thanks to Ian
Witts who used the society’s hedge cutter to cut back the
brambles and nettles overhanging the two footpaths
leading down towards Box
Wood. This complements similar
work carried out in Box Wood by
the Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust’s volunteers in keeping the
footpaths clear of obstructions.
Box Open Gardens was a great
success with about one
thousand visitors, but my wife
and I were not able to enjoy any
of them on the day due to
spending the whole time serving
teas in the village hall. We were
able to go to the private viewing
for helpers on the following
Tuesday so were able to
appreciate the work that had
gone into them and enjoy the
results.
Richard Hughes, Chairman,
Box Village Society
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BOX VILLAGE HALL
After getting back to near normal at the Hall your
Committee has concentrated on innovation. Specifically
the ventilation, booking and access.
The current ventilation is far from adequate, so a small
working party led by Andrew Dawes has been
investigating modern alternatives. Progress has been
made and currently we have been awarded a grant by
the National Lottery for the ventilation improvements,
which would mean having silent extraction of air through
the ceiling, recovering heat on the way out to the
atmosphere. Detailed quotes are awaited for this work.

The current booking system is very labour intensive, so
the team investigated other village halls and discovered
an automated system which enables remote booking
through our website, which would then be linked to the
door locking mechanism. Access being by a
personalised number for the key pad. Care has been
taken to ensure that manual operation can be made in
the event of system failure. More detailed work is in
progress to finalise a satisfactory solution.
That’s the good news! The bad news is that inevitably
we have had to raise the booking fees after many years
at the current rate. This is not to pay for the above
improvements as that is to be taken from capital.
However, electricity, gas and labour charges have gone
up as well as cleaning materials and repair costs.
Weekday hire for residents will rise from £6 to £7/hr and
weekends from £8 to £9/hr
Outside and commercial organisations, weekdays from
£12 to £14/hr and weekends £16 to £18/hr.
Chris Ames, Chairman

BOX WOOD UPDATE – August 2022
The four months that have passed since the April issue
of Box News have seen a lot of plant growth and hence
a lot of clearance work by
the Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust volunteers in Box
Wood, to ensure that the
footpaths remain navigable,
that sunlight can reach the
woodland floor and that
alien and invasive species
(of plants of course) don’t
take over the world. Some
considerable success has
been achieved in doing so.
Having tackled a huge crop
of the very invasive
Himalayan Balsam over the
last few years, I am pleased
to say that I have yet to spot
a single plant this year in
their usual territory at the top end of Box Wood and
across the pond. I doubt they’ve really been completely
eradicated, several just hiding perhaps, but certainly a
vast improvement on the situation we had three or four
years ago.
Felicity’s Fund
In this issue you will see an article in memory of Felicity
Smith, who sadly passed away earlier this year. Those
who knew Fliss will also know that she loved Box Wood.
The numerous photographs that she had taken in the
woods since living in Box provided evidence of an
established right of way through the wood when the
footpaths were contested, and Fliss was very generous
indeed a few years after that when funds were being
raised to purchase the woods. Even when illness
prevented her
walking down the
paths, she insisted on
seeing photographs
of how Box Wood
was progressing and
made further
donations for a tree
planting scheme. It
was Felicity’s wish
that a fund be set up
after her death, requesting that any donations should go
to Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, exclusively for the
maintenance and development of Box Wood. I am very
pleased to say that a total of £3000 was raised.
Several ideas were put forward as to how best to use the
fund, but Martin Smith and the other trustees have
agreed with GWT to invest it in a scheme to create a
new clearing in an area of the woodland known as “The
Spinney”, which is adjacent to Stuart Fawkes Fields.
Currently The Spinney is populated largely by dead and
dying non-native trees such as Japanese larch and Scots
Pine, creating a very dark and lifeless woodland floor.
The intention is to remove many of the overcrowded and
fallen non-native trees, thus bringing life to this tired
area and encouraging native wild plants to grow, and to
introduce a few native deciduous trees to encourage
wildlife. We are hoping that work can start on this in the
autumn.
Steve Hemmings, Email: SPH@Box-Village.com

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
AUGUST
5th: Box Bar 6.30pm at BVH
19th: Box Bar: 6.30pm at BVH
SEPTEMBER
2nd: Box Bar 6.30pm at BVH
4th: Box Village Show Exhibits in by 10.30am, Show
open to public at 3.30pm
8th: Box Art Group Term starts: 2.00-4.00pm BVH
10th: Concert by Eva Abraham 7.30pm BVH
16th: Box Bar 6.30-8.00pm BVH
20th: Box Gardening Club Paul Green ‘Seasonal Plants’
7.30pm BVH
23rd: Games Evening all ages 4-6pm BVH
24th: CAN: Sustainability and Discovery Trail - 10am4.00pm
25th: Harvest Festival and Brunch St Barnabas Churchdetails to be announced
25th: Twelvetrees Choir BVH, details TBA
OCTOBER
7th: Box Bar 6.30pm at BVH
7th-9th: Box Art Group Exhibition BVH
15th: Autumn Fair for charity, Beaudesert Park School
8.30am-3.30pm
18th: Box Gardening Club Fiona Warin ‘Lost the Plot’
7.30pm BVH
21st: Box Bar 6.30-8.00pm BVH
23rd: Platinum Jubilee Service St Barnabas Churchdetails to be announced
NOVEMBER
4th: Box Bar 6.30pm at BVH:
15th: Box Gardening Club Julie Ritchie ‘Plants for
Awkward Corners’ 7.30pm BVH
18th: Box News Copy date for Christmas edition
18th: Box Bar 6.30pm at BVH
26th: Air in G Performance details to be announced
DECEMBER
2nd: Box Bar 6.30pm at BVH
3rd: Box Gardening Club Annual Christmas Party 7.30pm
BVH
16th: Box Bar 6.30 at BVH

BOX NEWS - CHRISTMAS 2022 EDITION
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Our Christmas edition should appear during
December so if you have material you would like
included, please give it to Jacquie Hanks
by Friday November 18th.

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE

Twenty years and still going strong …
Coffee Mornings continue on Friday mornings from 10.30
to 11.30 am. Everyone is welcome . . . where else can you
get coffee and biscuits for 50p? See you there . . .

some regulars, including our old pal Al Fresco!

UKRAINIAN FAMILY
We are very happy to introduce to Box the Ukrainian
family who have joined us under the Homes for Ukraine
scheme. They are Andriy and Nelia Pelykh and their 3
children, Daryna aged 16, Solomiia aged 13 and Dimitri
aged 11. The family left their home in the West of
Ukraine in March, shortly after the
Russian invasion. At that time the
rule was that couples with 3
children could accompany them
out of Ukraine. They left behind
not only their lives, and the family
cat, but also two much loved
Grannies.
The family drove in their little red
VW van with all their meagre
savings and as many belongings
as they could cram in, across the
border to Poland where they
found a single room to rent and
began the long process of finding
a sponsor and applying to enter
the UK.
Nelia had a school friend,
Viktoryia, who has lived in
Gloucester for 16 years who
managed to get a message to
someone on the very successful
Amberley Support for Ukraine
Group which we had joined, that a
family of five and a dog were
looking for a host and we offered Box House. Many,
many, weeks later after a frustrating wait for visas for the
family and a licence for Asia, their much-loved Yorkshire
Terrier, during which they had to move out of their
rented room into a friend’s house, the family arrived late
one very wet Saturday night on 18th June. They were so
exhausted they went straight to bed.
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Since then, we have all started the long process of trying
to bring some normality back to their lives, finding our
way through copious amounts of bureaucracy to secure
school places, bus passes, free school meals,
government benefits, school uniform, mobile phones,
bank accounts, Job Centre appointments, GP
registration, NHS dentist for 2 of the children who
arrived needing treatment, DBS
checks for us, etc. etc. The list is
long but we think we are getting
through it.
As some of you already know who
have met them, they are a
charming young family, very keen
to improve their English and to
become involved in the
community. They have begun
English lessons, Nelia has started
some cleaning jobs in Box, Andriy
is doing some gardening and
casual building work in the village,
the two youngest children are in
school, Daryna has applied to
Gloucester College to do their
ESOL course in September so she
can move on to further education
when her English is improved,
Dimitri has joined Scouts and the
two girls have joined the Rangers
and Asia is now out of quarantine!
Along the way we have had many
laughs trying to understand each
other, using the translation apps when we get stuck and
waving our arms around.
They have only been here for 3 weeks and what a great
start they have all made. Who knows what the future
holds for them but we wish them all the best and hope
that they feel secure and supported in the UK.
Anne and David Mustardé

Hey Kids -

- would
you like to play a game of table tennis?
Or do you have a stack of games at home and just need
some friends to play them with? Come along to our
pingpong and games club at Box Village Hall, 4-6pm
every fourth Friday of the month, starting 23rd September.
If you're younger than 8, you'll need to bring a grown-up.

NOT BOX’S PHONEBOX LIBRARY!
This photo of a well stocked, but somewhat untidy,
library was taken by Talei Herbert in Frittenden, Kent.
The librarian is probably not their Villager of the Year!
Perhaps they are awaiting a volunteer to step forward
and undertake the role. Thank you Carolyn for all your
hard work in keeping our telephone library so neat and
organised. It is always a pleasure to visit and pick up a
good read.

N.B.
T
THIS IS NO
TIFUL
BOX’S BEAU
LIBRARY!

the original and genuine Box Library,
always well stocked, all the reading
variety you will ever need, and always
neat and tidy inside!

Bear House, George Street, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7BB
Tel 01452 770855 Mob 07976 383969 Email nick_miles01@icloud.com

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk
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COUNCILLOR’S CORNER
Planning applications
Application S.22/1377/FUL was published by SDC on 22nd
June, seeking permission to demolish the dwelling
previously known as “The Bungalow” (now Long View
House) and to replace it with an “eco” dwelling. The plans
include dismantling and rebuilding the existing stone
outbuilding, repositioning it to form an entrance to a new
eco house below, which will be largely concealed by being
built into the hillside. Minchinhampton Parish Council did
not recommend refusal of this application, but requested
conditions to be applied to ensure that the Cotswold stone
boundary wall be maintained, and that the risk of light
pollution from the extensive area of glass facing across the
valley is reduced if possible.
As mentioned in the April issue of Box News, application
S.21/2919/HHOLD was submitted last December, seeking
permission retrospectively for the building / rebuilding of
the Cotswold stone wall that forms the boundary and
driveway exit to the land adjoining Rose Cottage. This piece
of land already has planning consent dating back to January
2012 for a new dwelling, currently only partially built, but
the 2012 application did not specify changes to the original
boundary wall and that application was not referred to the
Highways Authority. The more recent application has since
been withdrawn.
Although relatively quiet at the moment in terms of new
planning applications, there is an extraordinary amount of
ongoing construction work and related heavy goods vehicle
deliveries taking place as a result of a number of recent
applications for major works. These deliveries are inevitable
when such large building projects are underway, but it is
disappointing that massive vehicles often arrive in Box with
little idea of where they are delivering and without any
prewarning of the narrowness of the lanes in Box.
Consequently we see lorries attempting (and occasionally
failing) to manoeuvre through gaps and between vehicles
and walls when often it could have been avoided had the
delivery been planned. I was therefore pleased to see that
Gloucestershire Highways Authority has written the
following Construction Management Plan and made it a
condition of a current planning application in Box. Those
planning future development(s) will therefore need to
adhere to the requirements below. To assist in this, Box
Village Society now has two large road signs indicating that
a road may be temporarily blocked, and I would ask that
these are borrowed and thoughtfully located when there are
large deliveries taking place, thus saving drivers finding
their route is blocked at a point where there is no space in
which to turn round.

for existing occupiers of neighbouring properties during
construction); • Advisory routes for construction traffic; •
Any temporary access to the site; • Locations for
loading/unloading and storage of plant, waste and
construction materials; • Method of preventing mud and
dust being carried onto the highway; • Arrangements for
turning vehicles; • Arrangements to receive abnormal loads
or unusually large vehicles; • Highway Condition survey; •
Methods of communicating the Construction Management
Plan to staff, visitors and neighbouring residents and
businesses. Reason: In the interests of safe operation of the
adopted highway in the lead into development both during
the demolition and construction phase of the development
according to CP13 of the Local Plan and NPPF paragraph
110 and 112. Informatives; Construction Management Plan
(CMP) It is expected that contractors are registered with the
Considerate Constructors scheme and comply with the
code of conduct in full, but particularly reference is made to
“respecting the community.” This says: Constructors should
give utmost consideration to their impact on neighbours
and the public • Informing, respecting and showing
courtesy to those affected by the work; • Minimising the
impact of deliveries, parking and work on the public
highway.

Long and Wide Vehicle Warnings
Following on from the theme
of unsuitably long or wide
vehicles becoming stuck in
the village, much negotiation
has been carried out in
encouraging Gloucestershire
Highways to supply and fit
two additional warning signs
to discourage drivers of very
long or wide vehicles from
entering the village without knowing whether there is
sufficient space for such vehicles. There is already a warning
sign at the Minchinhampton end of Box Lane, but I was
made aware of one example of a lorry driver spotting that
sign and instead entering the village past the Chine School,
later getting stuck and destroying a wall as he tried to exit
via Box Lane. Hopefully you will have seen that we now
have a new warning sign next to the bus shelter, thanks to
the Novalis Trust giving consent to use their land, and
another at Box Corner.
The white lines are back!
Thanks also to our local
District Councillor as well as
Gloucestershire Highways,
the long-absent white lines
at the top of Scar Hill have
been repainted. I’d like to
think that residents will have
realised how tricky that
junction can be if traffic
doesn’t slow to a crawl as it enters the junction, but visitors
are often unaware of the crossroads until it is too late and
drive straight across without slowing down. Hopefully the
repainted white lines, which faded away many years ago,
will alert all drivers to the need to take care at that junction.

Construction Management Plan
Prior to commencement of the development hereby
permitted details of a construction management plan shall
be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local
Planning Authority. The approved plan shall be adhered to
throughout the demolition/construction period.
Cllr Steve Hemmings, Minchinhampton Parish Council
The plan/statement shall include but not be restricted to: •
(Vice Chairman) - Box Ward.
Parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors (including
measures taken to ensure satisfactory access and movement 6 1 Baycroft, Box, GL6 9HH. Tel: 01453 832908

DO YOU NEED INFORMATION but struggle to find it?

Well, help is at hand. Gloucestershire County Council
has launched a new information service called ‘Ask Us
Anything’, and you can access it easily, whether you
prefer ‘online’ or telephone.
From a computer, tablet or smartphone just enter

ask@gloucestershire.gov.uk
or scan this QR code:
or if you prefer to telephone then
please ring 01452 426991
‘Ask Us Anything’ is operated by
friendly and resourceful staff who will quickly find the
information you need. Their top 10 enquiries include
(but are not limited to):
1) Consumer advice from Which?
2) Phone Numbers & Addresses for any business or
authority in the UK and abroad
3) Local information including groups, societies,
education, local business details, information about
Volunteering in Gloucestershire
4) Library Services Information
including information about library
groups and events, Innovation
Labs, Opening Times etc.
5) Company reports and targeted mailing lists for your
marketing needs via our database Fame is ideal for
start-up businesses wanting to investigate the local
market and spread the word about their business
6) Government Information & Legislation including
contact details for MP’s and parliamentary groups,
specific Government Acts and policies, forms for
Government services
7) Business Information: how to start a business,
signposting to Gloucestershire Growth Hub and Start
and Grow Enterprise
8) Local and Family History - help with tracing a relative,
assistance with family tree searches, local history
questions
9) Virtual Reference Library - including assistance with
using the VRL resources
10) The Arts - including local and national museums and
events, artists.

St. BARNABAS CHURCH
Box Open Gardens was undoubtedly a
success. I found “manning” the church
for five hours was very rewarding.
Many of the visitors commented upon
its charm and how well cared for the
church was. There were some very
pleasing comments about the flowers
that decorated the building. Many
visitors appreciated the quietness of
the environment. However, the most
surprising comment from many visitors
was “I did not know that this church
existed.” Obviously, a well-kept
secret. (I hope they did not live in the
village or Minchinhampton!).
Our thanks go to the band of ladies organised by Sarah Moseley
who decorate the church with flowers throughout the year.
The sale of plants, flowers and preserves from outside the church
door has raised in excess of £1500.00 (cash through Sarah’s letter
box.) This is set aside for repairs and maintenance of the fabric of
the church. (The next project is to ensure the roof tiles above the
door are secure).
The Benefice, i.e.
Minchinhampton, Box
and Amberley, is
delighted to have the
services of two
additional ordained
priests. The Rev. Coral
Francis was very recently
ordained in Gloucester
Cathedral and holds an
appointment as curate
within the parish. The
Rev. Gerald South who is retired and now lives in Minchinhampton.
Both will be taking services in St.
Barnabas. I am sure that they will
be made welcome as they get to
know the parish and especially
Box Village.
Arrangements are being made for
a harvest festival service in our
village church on Sunday 25th
September. This will be led by
the Rev Gerald South. The
intention is that it will appeal to
the whole village and will
conclude with a brunch in and around the church.

Open Gardens flowers

Later in the year St Barnabas
Church is celebrating its Platinum
Jubilee. The building was
completed and dedicated by the
Bishop of Gloucester on the
24th October 1952. We will be
holding a service on the 23rd of
October which will be led by
Rev Coral Francis and will again
appeal to all villagers.

Please add both these dates to your diaries!

7 Colin French

Minch CAN A year of sustainable action
Minch CAN is a Climate
Action Network – and has
been very active ever since
being set free from
lockdown.
The last year has seen the
launch of our fabulous
website, a great resource
for all things concerning
climate change and local action www.minchcan.org
We kicked off with an AGM in June 2021 in the Minch
market house that set out our stall and aimed to
describe what we are about – a community group with a
focus on action and engagement in local climate issues
and solutions. We focus on issues and activities with the
most impact on our individual and collective carbon
footprint: diet, transport, energy efficient homes, and
consumption. Happily, the sustainable alternatives are all
good news for our wallets, waistlines, and wellbeing.
So what did we get up to in 2021/22?
There was a climate film
night in October 2021 to
mark the beginning of UN
Climate Conference
(Conference of the parties
#26). We watched
‘Cowspiracy’ in Box Village
Hall – a sometimes
shocking but humorously
presented documentary
into the greenhouse gas
emissions and habitat
destruction from intensive dairy and beef farming. A
useful examination of how we might change our dietary
habits to be more planet-friendly.
There was the Box Easter trail, where even the celebrity
bunnies had gone ‘green’ (more on that later in this
newsletter).
There was a commemoration of Earth overshoot day in
early June. Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when
humanity’s demand for ecological resources and services
in a given year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in
that year. A group ran activities with the Minchinhampton Scouts and laid a wreath of thanks at Tom
Long’s post.
There were three brilliant
‘swishing’ events where preloved clothes were swapped so
to save resources - ours and the
planet’s! ‘Christmas swishes’ in
December; a school-fashionshow swish in May and our own
Box Bar swish in June. Each
one a riotous swirl of fabulous
fabrics and gorgeous pre-loved
ensembles all wanting and
finding new homes and
preventing waste.
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In January we raised awareness and used event funds to
buy shares and support the Minchinhampton Primary
Academy’s appeal for investment in community-owned
solar panels.
Perhaps the pièce de resistance was the MinchCAN
social supper in May – a sold out event for 80 guests
that showcased sustainable food at
its most delicious. This was the
invention of Jess Baxter who
engaged the local area’s finest
chefs in creating a magnificent
multi-course vegan banquet in the
Minch Market house. Each course
was introduced by the chef who
described what they had created
and where the ingredients were
sourced from.
And this was all with no funding, no budget and no
‘spare’ time! The MinchCAN committee is a brilliant
group of people with a lot of
enthusiasm. If you’d like to join
us anytime to support or just
find out what we’re up to
please get in touch through
our website:
https://minchcan.org/join-us/
We’re just plotting what we’re
going to get up to in the year
ahead. What should we get up
to next? Do get in touch if you have any ideas!
The next event will be a ‘Sustainability and Discovery
Trail’ on Saturday 24th September to coincide with Big
Green Week. There will be displays, activities, artists and
inspiring examples of practical sustainability-positive
activities that people in our local area are taking – all
along a local trail. Do come and join us!

Follow us on Instagram: @minch_can

BOX VILLAGE SHOW 2022 - 4th September
Come and join in this fun village event for adults and
children alike. Whether a novice or well seasoned
participant you can display your talents in growing fruit,
vegetables, flowers, pot plants, as well as arranging
flowers, baking and preserves, photography, and crafts.
Why not have a go? Or
come along and enjoy the
displays with cake and tea?
There will also be a Bring
and Buy sale and ‘Guess
the weight’ competition.
To ensure you can join in
all the fun, please bring
some loose change!
Every household in Box
should have received a
show schedule so please
check it and see what
you would like to enter.
Be there or be square!

TWO VERY JOYFUL OCCASIONS!
On the 18th of June, the garden of Hope Cottage was
the venue for the wedding celebration of David
Moseley (son of Jon & Sarah) and Katherine Vose.
Originally planned for 2020, the pandemic resulted in a
two-part wedding, with the guest-limited ceremony
taking place in Twickenham
last August and the
celebration this year.

A WHITE WEDDING with Green Credentials!
Simon Hayman and Jade, eldest daughter of James and
Sharon Bennett of Limecroft, Box were married at St
Mary’s Church, Painswick on 30 April 2022.

After their engagement in June 2021, committed
vegans Jade and Simon began planning their ecofriendly vegan wedding, taking great care to use local
suppliers: food, produce, caterers, locally grown flowers
and Stroud-based bands to provide the entertainment!
The groomsmen wore preloved suits and the wedding
and bridesmaid dresses were made from sustainable
fabrics. Even the diamonds for Jade’s engagement ring
were lab grown in Stroud and the gold for the wedding
bands was recycled and melted down from
grandparents’ wedding rings.
Congratulations Jade and Simon for starting married life
together, dedicated to a green and sustainable future!

ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs
“same great service, great value, great workmanship”
Local staff and professional, friendly service
We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability

•
•
•
•

Discount MOT £39.95
Competitive service prices
Convenient location
Free collection

8.30am - 5.30pm Monday – Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm Saturday
Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton,
GL6 9HA

Call us for quotes on 01453 889207

BOX SWIMMING CLUB
Planning to get fitter,
slimmer or just more active?
BOX SWIMMING CLUB can help and it’s right on your doorstep.
We meet every Thursday evening
at Beaudesert Park School Swimming
Pool 8.00 to 9.00 pm.
The pool is a good size with lanes to suit
swimmers of varying abilities and speeds.
We have underwater lighting for a relaxing
atmosphere.
Whether you are swimming for fitness,
training for a triathlon, or just wanting a
little gentle exercise we can accommodate
your needs. The club especially welcomes
members from Box, although others from
surrounding villages also join us.
If interested please contact:

Andrew Pettit on 834766 or

9 boxswim@box-village.com

THE RECIPE FOR BOX OPEN GARDENS 2022
a fabulous day all round!
Take a beautiful Cotswold village
Soak well in rain and then coat liberally in sunshine
Prepare all your gardens well in advance
Pepper with posters and banners
Sprinkle with raffle prizes and scones
Sift over classic cars, a kid’s quiz and a plant stall
Blend thoroughly with Box Woods
Stir in clotted cream, jam and ice cream
Pour over gallons of tea
Drizzle liberally with kind volunteers
Line your common generously with cars
Add lots (and lots!) of happy smiling people
Let numbers rise (and rise, and rise!)
Mix well, then pour into 11 gorgeous gardens
Allow to cool
Then put the cherry on the top
Finally, slice and share between 3 very grateful
charities
June 12th 2022 was a special day in Box. The sun shone
and the much-awaited Box Open Gardens took place.
This was the first Open Gardens for six long years and
the first for newer member of the village.
It was truly a whole village event. The steering team
would so like to thank all the garden owners who
prepared their beautiful gardens, working long and hard,
for the big day and welcomed so many visitors to their
homes. What a wonderful diversity of gardens to visit
and take inspiration from. Many thanks also to all of you
who volunteered on the day. Whether you made teas,
parked cars, sold entry and raffle tickets, served ice
cream or helped all our visitors find their way: thank you!
So many people came to enjoy our lovely village and
share in a little Box magic. Running between entry gates
and the printer for yet more tickets, it was a joy to see
the green full of smiling families. Abba’s ‘Dancing
Queen’ was wafting from the Silver Band and the third
restock of ice creams was just arriving (phew). At one
stage the entry queues stretched to The Halfway House
with cars halfway to Tom Long’s post. Had we perhaps
overdone the publicity? But somehow everyone fitted in,
melting into the village and the atmosphere was very
special. There was a contented hum that lasted all
afternoon and into the evening by the time the last
visitor drifted away. I am sure many of us felt very tired,
but it was a good and contented tired.
And the icing on the cake?
We raised a stunning £9000 which has been shared
equally between three very grateful local charities.
The Long Table, Stroud which is based at Brimscombe
and seeking to put food equality at the centre of our
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community. They have a wonderful café in a mill where
you can call in for meals and coffee and to see a little of
all the wonderful work they do. They would love Box
residents to pop in anytime or consider supporting them
as a friend. Our little village is famous there now as
times are tough and £3000 will be a big help!
www.thelongtableonline.com
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust who aim to help everyone
in Gloucestershire to value, enjoy and share wildlife in
the county. This includes caring for our own Box Woods
and guiding walks through on Open Garden Day.
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk
GARAS (Gloucestershire Action for refugees and asylum
seekers) helping and supporting across the county and
of course especially busy just now helping those arriving
from Ukraine. www.garas.org.uk
Well done little Box Village, you played a blinder! Same
again in 3 years?
Thanks to Chris French for her plant stall and especially
to those who have moved into the village since the last
event who played significant roles: Annie and Peter
Hughes who organised the Raffle, Issy, Libby and Rosie
Walker and Karen Whitehead for the ice creams and Tim
Norman for cycling everywhere to make sure things
were in the right place.
Also many thanks to the Box Open Gardens Steering
Team:
Mark Rogers (ST Lead) and Mel Brammall, Steve
Hemmings, Talei Herbert, Anne Mustarde, Andrew
Pettit, Mark Robinson and Anne Rogers.

DELICIOUS CAKES ON SALE!
What an amazing Open Gardens Day!
Marissa, Bo (from the village) and Marissa’s two school friends
Thea and Dottie, ran a cake stall in the garden at Sialcot.

They helped bake the day before then ran their own cake stall,
handling all the adding up and taking the money! A very good
practical maths lesson!
They raised £108, not quite enough for each of them to adopt
a Panda! So they have done chores at home to earn another
£9 each giving a total of £144 which is the equivalent of 4
PANDA ADOPTIONS! Hurray!
Meanwhile, at Long Cottage, during the Open Gardens, Beris
and Jacquie held a small plant sale of surplus plants etc. in aid
of the DEC Humanitarian Appeal for Ukraine. With the gift aid
the donation amounted to £187.50.
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In April seventy intrepid Rabbitears hopped and traipsed
around Box Village in hunt of the famous bunnies who
had gone ‘green’.
Having heard a lot about
climate change recently the
bunnies of Box village had
been trying to live more
sustainably.
Nut Brown hare at
Southwood had been taking
the bus instead of driving.
Mrs Rabbit of Sialcot was taking her tote bags to the
supermarket. Lots of bunnies were reducing their carbon
footprint and having a glamping staycation at Woodvale
Cottage. At Pen House the bunnies were reusing and
recycling their toys. And Peter Rabbit (multiple locations)
had gone vegan and was growing his own carrots.
Jess Baxter ran a brilliant
family operation selling tea
and cakes in Box Hall and over
all the trail and cake sale
made a profit of £270,
splitting the funds equally
between the DEC Ukraine
appeal and Minch
Climate Action
Network.
It was a fabulous
creative effort by
the twenty houses
that took part and
the weather was glorious. Huge thanks to
everyone who took part. I can’t wait to see
what displays the village comes up with
next year.
Rachel Lenane-Young
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BOX ART GROUP
Although the summer term was slightly shorter than the
spring and autumn terms, members’ work did not
disappoint, with a wide range of media, subjects and
challenges being presented and discussed during our
informal and friendly Thursday afternoon sessions. We
usually have a sitter for the portrait group, whilst others
work with
watercolours, oils,
acrylics, pencils and
pastels, using
photographs, books
or still life subjects for
inspiration.
Computer art has
also featured this
term. Our tutors
support and advise
on techniques and
materials, and also
on specific aspects
such as tone, balance
and perspective.
Computer Art by Michael
Several members
recently supported the Art at Brownshill exhibition,
which included outdoor sketching sessions under the
guidance of one of our tutors.
We are looking forward to re-starting our weekly
sessions in Box Village Hall on Thursday 8th September,
with our exhibition the following month, from 7th to 9th

October, and over the summer,
holding a few informal outdoor
sketching sessions in the area.
Membership is currently at 40,
with some spaces and a warm
welcome for new members. If
you are interested, or know of
anyone who would like to join
our group, or be a sitter for our
Portrait Group, please contact
Pete at peter@lyonspace.co.uk
For more information, checkout
our Facebook page or email
boxartgroupuk@gmail.com
Pete Smith

Irises by Sheila

Brownshill Barn, Rosemary

Please note our new address (opposite The Ragged Cot):

Cirencester Road, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos. GL6 8PE
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FELICITY SMITH 1945 - 2022

Eulogy celebrating her life, by Julian Cox
I have known Felicity, or as she was generally known,
Fliss, since she and Martin returned from South Africa
and settled in Box some 35 years ago. Of course, some
of you out there have known and loved her for a great
deal longer. As such, I have had a lot of help from family
and friends in preparing this and would like to start by
sharing a short piece from her brother Chris. He is one of
many recipients of her correspondence skills. Chris writes:
Fliss was quite definitely the best pen-friend one could
ever want: perhaps an unusual quality to highlight in a
eulogy like this unless you remember that we probably
broke the record of siblings living apart. Not just Fliss in
Johannesburg and me in Nicosia; Fliss in Box and me in
Barcelona and Granada, but as young children both in
different boarding schools (and our parents in Lusaka).
Later on, epistles running to 20 pages or more would be
the norm, but I think what I most valued then was the
unfailing, weekly bulletin that I received from her as a
miserable, homesick ten-year-old. They really helped me
get through it all, simply as a token of her love and
concern for me. And I did try to answer: In recent years
she sent me a copy of one of my efforts that she had
kept. Sample sentence: "Yesterday our 1st XI played
Cheltenham College Junior School 1st XI. We won 3-0".
Riveting stuff, especially for a girl just entering her
teenage years! But she continued, undeterred, to
comfort me with her missives for the next fifty years and
more. Bless her.
Chris highlights in his words a
number of qualities which made
her such a loved person. Fliss
was one of the great letter
writers, not only to friends but
also to those politicians and
corporations who she felt
needed a steer on their ethics
and business practices. Given
her disposition toward Donald
Trump, we can perhaps be
thankful she favoured the
longer form and did not
embrace the more succinct and
direct methods of Twitter.
John, with whom she corresponded since meeting in
1958, says that he keenly looked forward to finding an
envelope on the door mat, addressed in her beautiful
and distinctive hand. Her friend Greta, who described
herself as having ‘one eye, one lung and one thing on
her mind’ so loved them, that she had all her saved
letters buried with her in her coffin. As is the way in this
technology-driven world, little trace remains of these
missives, except in the case of Martin’s father Bill, who in
letter-writing was a match for her. They corresponded
almost weekly for the 16 years she was in Johannesburg
and each carefully filed away what they received as an
archive for posterity. Like many of you, my family have
lived too locally to fully benefit from this skill, but have
been the recipients of carefully chosen, sensitively
worded and beautifully scripted cards. At least over the
years she did change her ink from a distinctive green to a
more mellow blue/black!
Fliss was born in Nairobi, Kenya to Elsie, a talented
pianist and Bill, a geologist. Although of Yorkshire stock,
Fliss always considered herself to be a ‘Child of Africa’. 14

She loved the unmistakable
smell when rain has fallen on
dusty ground. Any of you who
have visited the continent will
know what that is like. The
family later moved to Lusaka,
in what was then Northern
Rhodesia. Her fondest
memories were of long
periods living in bush camps,
in what then was an untamed
and unspoilt land. Elephants
or buffalo wandering through
camp was the norm and meat
for the camp was shot by her
father. This sadly all came to
an abrupt end, as children of
the Colonial Service officers were almost all sent away to
school. This was normally to South Africa but in their
case, Fliss and Chris went back to the UK. In a time when
travel was usually by sea, this meant a number of difficult
years where it was either school or a ‘holiday home’ in
Dorset. This was such a factor in Fliss's growing up, that
when Danny was born, she was determined that he
would not suffer the same peripatetic lifestyle she had.
The end of the 1960s saw Fliss working for Professor
Richard Hoggart and Stuart Hall at the Centre for
Contemporary Cultural Studies at Birmingham University.
Not a sleepy academic environment but the department
at the heart of what was then fast-moving sociological
change in Britain. She was asked to join Richard when he
was offered the post of
Assistant Director General of
UNESCO but turned it down
as she and Martin were due
to marry. She told me that she
‘picked Martin up in a coffee
bar’ because she liked the
look of his MG. I have
checked out where the Black
Tulip coffee bar was (now an
Italian Restaurant) but there is
no plaque to celebrate their
meeting. In 1970 they (and
the car) emigrated to her
beloved Africa and settled in
Johannesburg. She soon
found employment working
for the executive team of Holiday Inns. It sounded like a
hotel chain and looked like a hotel chain, but in fact
made its money operating Casinos in the neighbouring
states of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland - a
delightfully far racier existence. Their home soon
became a stop-over point for friends having a few days
leave from the territories - a
place where you could knock
on the door at 2:00 in the
morning knowing that you
would always get a warm
welcome. It was therefore no
surprise that when Danny was
christened both his godfathers
were Casino Accountants.
Maybe not so hot on bible
studies, but they certainly
taught him from an early age
about risks, odds and that the
house always takes a cut.

FELICITY SMITH cont’d

the rest of her life. During testing to find the cause, she
discovered that she was allergic to gold, a strange
Danny’s long-desired birth changed her lifestyle, as Fliss
affliction for a geologist’s daughter!
was dedicated to bringing him up with the most fulfilling
Fliss always had an enormously strong affinity with
childhood she could. Trips to game reserves were a joy.
animals and was often seen walking in Box Wood,
He was able to learn to walk in the bush and swim in the
rivers at Lapalala Wilderness in the Waterberg Mountains accompanied not only by her beloved Border Collie Holly - but also her pair of Burmese cats, who shadowed
north of Pretoria. This was a very private and very rustic
her every move. Known by some as the dog whisperer,
haven. Danny was able to experience, away from
she would make friends with them all, whether raucous
cosmopolitan city life, the same kind of freedom she had
or timid.
had as a child, but with Rhino rather than Elephants.
Later life brought the enormous joy of grandchildren and
Danny remembers clearly that his mum gave him plenty
she was never happier than being down on the floor or
of space to explore, which made for a fun-filled
in the sandpit with Noah or Eli, playing pirates,
childhood. She would frequently be called over at
farmyards, castles or kitchens. It is fair to say that on
nursery because a four-year-old Danny was at the top of
occasions, her skills in calming more lively animals, were
a climbing
also employed here. It was the boys and their visits
frame, tree or
which really kept her going for so long throughout her
wall, but this
illness. She was determined to enjoy and share as many
was fine by her
of their milestones and achievements as she could.
and in later
years the extra
Reading through
climbing skills
all the cards,
came in handy
letters and ein Gloucester
mails the family
Climbing
has received
Centre.
these words ring
out over and over
In 1986 the big move back was made. Fliss, Martin and
again - Kind,
Danny settled at ‘The Woodlands’ in Box. It was a home
Warm,
that sold itself, having its own gate into Box Woods,
Thoughtful,
which border the garden. Here, Fliss started her lifeWelcoming,
work, turning the garden - 30 years ahead of her time Determined. Of
into a wildlife paradise. The kitchen door swiftly became
all these
a serving hatch for all manner of bird-life during the
attributes: kind is
daytime, including each year, a bevy of pheasants.
the one which
Perhaps in deference to Martin’s lawn-care, Fliss also laid
appears most
food for badgers each evening, minimising, if not totally
often. Fliss was
eradicating, the grassy craters. As technology allowed,
'kind' to the
strategic wildlife cameras also showed a healthy stream
environment in
of foxes and various deer, but never the famed 'Big Cat
any way she
of the Cotswolds'. Fliss did once see a pawprint though
could be - she
and if anyone was in a position to identify a large cat, it
was ‘kind' to animals who always knew that she had
would be someone who grew up in Africa. At the same
treats in her pocket and of course she was 'kind' to
time, ‘The Woodlands' gave Danny the opportunity to
people – especially to children with whom she somehow
have a ‘Swallows and Amazons’ childhood. This entailed
always managed to get in their world. Fliss was a person
many expeditions to the top of trees and much dam
of strong opinions, always politely couched, and I am not
building. The space and variety afforded Danny a
sure whether I should say this, but I know that the
freedom to play imaginatively in a way now rarely
Archbishop said something similar, in rather more
available, for which he will always be grateful. This playspace was often shared; his friends were always welcome measured tones over Easter …. the last time Fliss went
out, she did so proudly, wearing her ‘Bollocks to Boris’
and Fliss's hot chocolate was legendary.
badge. A truly remarkable person and one I am proud
Being mother to a boy on the edge of a large wood
was my friend.
must however, have been as nerve-wracking to a parent
Box News Editorial Team wish to pass on their condolences to
as it was exciting to a child, but Fliss had it covered in
Martin, Danny and the family and friends of Fliss. Thank you also
the smartest of ways. She had a small brass bell, which
to Julian for sharing his Eulogy with us.
would be rung when it was time to come in. Fliss's rule
was; never be so far from the garden that he couldn't
With Felicity’s love of nature the family requested that donations
hear the bell. However, it was never established just how
at her funeral service should go towards a wildlife charity. £3,000
far that was, so Danny was pressed into erring on the
has been collected and this has been donated to Gloucestershire
side of caution. As a parent himself, Danny now
Wildlife Trust and Box Community Wood.
recognises the genius in this! In a wonderful way, Fliss
Postscript:
has not only parented Danny, but is indirectly parenting
Fliss was a distributor of Box News for 30 years or so and
his sons too, as the lessons learnt, are reapplied.
felt that it was important to village life to help pass on
When Danny had moved to secondary school at Marling,
the news. In the early days the family used to do the
Fliss formalised all the knowledge she had gained on
collating of the newsletter, walking round and round the
Child Development and loved her work at Amberley Play dining room table picking up individual pages to make
Group. This was cut short by Chronic Post Viral Fatigue,
up each edition. Martin has kindly offered to continue
an extraordinary tiredness which unfortunately plagued 15 acting as a distributor in her stead.

GOING ELECTRIC

– plenty of experience! Their newest addition to the fleet
is going to offer a whopping range, but for me leg room
is an issue! The trouble with that one, as with so many
others, is the accessibility of them. They haven’t been
out long enough to have second hand ones on the
market and new ones are scheduled for March 2023 and
beyond!

For many years I have driven diesel cars. Large,
comfortable and relatively cheap to run.
My old Audi had been with me for 12 years and had
189000 miles on the clock. I had 2 methods of starting
the car. One was using the key in the ignition, the other,
with the key in my pocket, I could press a start button on
the centre console. I usually used the latter. On one
occasion whilst in Minchinhampton I had resorted to the
former method. I parked the car, took the key out of the
ignition and tried to open the door – no luck! Winding
the window down I was able to open it from the outside.
Not so the passenger side, as that was locked both
inside and out! When my wife appeared I had to escort
her to one of the rear doors, which didn’t go down well
with madam! “I’m not getting in this car again until you
get that fixed!”
I had for some time considered the option of electric
vehicles and this last episode invited a rapid revival of
those thoughts! Do I go fully electric or hybrid? There
are pluses and minuses for each of course.
Consideration must be given for the types of journey you
take, the number and type of passengers (large or small,
elderly or upright!) and finally the capital outlay. Not
easy, especially when petrol and diesel prices are going
through the roof, car tax is not cheap and even the cost
of electricity is on the increase. As this was going to be
my last car before old age set in, I decided to go fully
The only other make which seemed to be sensible for
electric. No car tax, cheaper to run and greener than
me was the Jaguar iPace. A bit pricey of course but
hybrids.
second-hand and selecting the right model, of which
there are 3, the Model S, SE and HSE, it was doable. It
I was wandering in Cheltenham one day when I saw a
was at this point in time that my son came up for tea and
lady parking her Tesla. In for a penny, I chatted her up
a chat. Having talked about the options, before I knew it
asking how she liked it. “Very good” she said “We
he had arranged with Jaguars in Bristol for a test drive recently went to London and back without having to
not for me alone of course, he wanted some of the
charge it up. Would you like to sit in it?” Jumping at
action too!
the chance I had to move the seat well back to get my
long legs behind the wheel. I had been warned by
The test drive in an HSE model convinced me that I had
motoring correspondents and others that everything was
chosen well. The build was far superior to the Tesla, the
fine with a Tesla except the build quality. That did strike
range not so good, but acceptable, and the rear leg
me on looking around, but the main obstacle for me was
room as good as the old Audi. All I had to do now was
the leg room in the back behind me – there was literally
find the right one for me. I wanted the cheaper Model S
only a couple of inches for the rear passenger! Thanking
version, but non available in Bristol. Oxford branch of
the lady very much
Marshalls provided a good example – 2 years old and
indeed for indulging
only 15000 miles on the clock and the price was within
me I made my
my budget.
departure. Tesla? No
The deal was done. Thrown in with the price was the
thanks. That, despite
supply and fitting of a 7kw Pod Point in my garage,
the fact that the car
extended warranty for 5 years, one free service (they only
can outstrip almost
need doing every 24 months) and an insurance to cover
any other electric car
minor scratches etc for 3 years. Using a main dealer
for its range – well
might have been a bit more expensive, but the quality of
over 300 miles
after service has been exemplary. The staff from the
between charges.
receptionist to the finance manager were both helpful
Many of the new electric cars are in short supply due to a and well informed, dealing efficiently with all the typical
shortage of materials, mainly the battery components.
teething troubles one might expect.
So I opted to search for second hand vehicles which
I’m a happy bunny and the Missus is happy too, not to
would also help my budget. I didn’t want too many
be locked in!
miles on the clock of course as the batteries only last for
I’ve shown my car to the Man in the Garage, but he’s not
so long before needing replacement – typically
impressed. “Can’t rev the engine!”
100,000+ miles.
In Part 2, I will attempt to consider in more detail the
What next? I had seriously looked at the Hyundai range,
new
experiences of an EV, issues with electric charging, etc.
particularly the Ionic5. Also Nissan make a fine range of 16
Electric Ernie
electric vehicles and have been in the market since 2014

RODNEY CRIPPS 1940 - 2022
Rodney or Rodders as we called him lived in the village at The
Fernery for forty years. A highly experienced HGV driver he
worked for a number of local companies during his career but
prior to retiring drove for Cullimores for ten years
He and Pat were
married in 1969 and
moved into Box in
1981. Over the years
they loved and cared
for a number of
spaniels which gave
him enormous
pleasure. On losing a
dog he would always
say we won’t go
looking for the next
one it will find us and this was always the case.
With a love of machinery and men’s toys he had a veritable
collection of all things mechanical including a classic car,
motorbikes, a dumper truck, a digger and several trailers to
keep him amused. He could often be seen mowing the village
green on one of his mini tractors. Rodney was a regular visitor
to my garage, always interested in the latest project, generous
with his advice and usually came complete with a number of
dubious “gentlemen’s” jokes to regale me with. Rodney always

THE TWELVETREE VOICES RETURN –

– fresh from the Last Night of The Proms
About 7 years ago some of you will remember
an afternoon concert in the Village Hall given
by my daughter’s choir. A return is now planned
for tea time on Saturday 25th Sept. The group
is made up principally of members of the BBC
Symphony Chorus who will be spending the
summer rehearsing and performing at the
Proms at the Royal Albert Hall. As relaxation
they plan to visit Box for a concert then to walk
some or all of the 5 Valleys Walk. Those of you
who can remember last time will know that we
are in for a treat with a broad range of songs
from serious to silly. Those who were not here
then have something special to look forward to.
Box Village Hall - save the date!
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had an opinion on most topics some of which could be a little
extreme at times but always entertaining.
Never one to be on councils or committees he would
nevertheless appear to help out when the moment arose. In
the severe winter of 1982 when the village was deep in snow
Rodney came up trumps. He fitted snow tyres to his VW
caravanette, installed a calor gas “heater” for passenger
comfort (no health and safety then!) and took villagers
shopping or to their places of work until the thaw set in.
Fond of a glass of beer he was a regular at the Half Way House
where he would hold court on any subject you cared to
mention. He loved the pub and was very upset when it closed.
Latterly due to deteriorating eyesight Rodney became unable
to drive and had to hand back his licence. Driving had been his
life and this was to prove to be a big blow. Latterly due to his
poor sight and deteriorating hearing he was happy to stay at
home describing it as his little bit of heaven.
In spite of Pat’s unerring care Rodney had a number of falls and
following one of these he broke his hip for the second time.
This was to prove a bridge too far and Rodney sadly passed
away in Gloucester hospital on 6th April. A family service (with
music chosen by Rodney!) was held in Minchinhampton,
following this we drank his health at The Old Lodge. The
village needs characters and this one will be sorely missed.
Box News Editorial Team wish to pass on their condolences
to Pat and her extended family. Thank you also to Rob
Toon for helping compile these memories of Rodney.

H.M. THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
The Box Village Jubilee street party took place on
Saturday 4th June and was attended very well, with
around 105 attendees. As those who came will attest,
the weather was not perfect, but came good and just
about justified staying outdoors. There may have been
one or two soggy scones! Musical entertainment was
provided by Becky Dellow and Jeff Gillett for whom we
were all extremely grateful - I think this really was the
highlight and made it what it was. The residing memory
will be a wonderful cross section of villagers of all ages
happy to be getting together and making new
acquaintances after the long and disruptive period of the
pandemic; meanwhile children scampering around in all
directions going in and out of houses. It was a special
moment and I think it led a number of people to

question whether we
need to wait for
Jubilees to throw a
civilised party on the
green for villagers.
One to think about,
but in the meantime
huge thanks for the
contributions of all,
but especially Steve
official Jubilee portrait by Ranald Mackechnie
Hemmings, Chris
Ames, Andy Petitt, Jacquie Hanks and of course Jon and
Sarah Moseley who bailed us out with bunting!
Thank you Ben for picking up the reins and organising
the party. It was a very enjoyable and memorable event.

There were spectacular Jubilee displays throughout Britain -

The Royal GSOH
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It’s well known that the Queen and the late Duke
of Edinburgh shared a great sense of humour.
Here’s a rare
photo of
Prince Philip,
not too long
ago, playing a
prank on the
Queen at
Buckingham
Palace,
dressed as a
guardsman.
While the
situation was
clearly staged
(there’s a
photographer
present), they
are both
enjoying
being a part
of the joke.

after all his hard work, Ben finally gets to take a bite!

Barry joins in before leaving our shores for Australia
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HOW TO DISMANTLE AN ATOMIC BOMB

MAY CONTAIN NUTS . . .

Music lover Mark Rogers tells our editor that he has
always struggled to keep Anne’s birthday celebrations
secret, but this year, for the first time ever, he succeeded.
Here is the evidence - Anne carefully probing at the
bomb cake (with witnesses).
Happy Birthday Anne!

Synopsis of
th
‘Alien’ as pri e plot of
nted o
pirated DVD n a

AUTUMN FAIR AT BEAUDESERT PARK SCHOOL

To become old an
d wis
first be young an e you must
d stupid

He dribbles a lot and the
opposition don’t like it.

Saturday, 15th October, from 8:30am to 3pm
Beaudesert Park’s highly anticipated
Autumn Fair is returning this October. Visit
the school to start your Christmas shopping
with stalls including Atelier18, Little
Smartipants, Wovenology and Gasm Drinks.
Food and coffees are also on offer in the
Courtyard.
Entry is £3 on the door for adults (children U16 go free),
all proceeds will go to local charity Read for Good.
https://beaudesert.gloucs.sch.uk/
www.readforgood.org

From a commentator:
Sure there have been injuries,
and even some deaths in
boxing, but none of them
really that serious.

In fact, you can see it
all over their faces.

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE

Dry Stone Walling Specialists
IT HAPPENED
DOWN UNDER

(geddit . . ?)
This bizarre true
story is worth a
read . . all the
way down to the
punchline!

All types of Patios, Garden Restoration Work
Block Paving, Drives, Block and Brick Work.
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Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend, Horsley, Stroud
Gloucestershire GL6 0PE
01453 836 572 07966 223045

LIVE MUSIC IN BOX VILLAGE HALL Eva Abraham

Those who attended the concerts given by Julie Felix in
the village hall will remember a surprise cameo
appearance by Eva Abraham, a talented local artist who
gave a memorable rendition of one of her own songs.
Eva is a singer, songwriter and composer whose work
has exquisite beauty and insight. She blends influences
from Folk, Rock, Dub & Hiphop and Classical music to
give an intimate evening of joyful and uplifting
entertainment.
To help publicise her forthcoming new album, ‘Sons for
a New Earth’, Eva has agreed to give a concert in Box
Village Hall on Saturday, 10th September 2022 at
7.30pm. Tickets will be just £12 each and can be
obtained from:
Andy Pettit (834766, AirG@box-village.com), Ann
Nightingale (07557 079996) or Roger Ogle (839041,
rogerogle@compuserve.com).

BOX BAR
Box Bar continues to lubricate the village from 6.30pm
on the first and third Friday of every month. It is well
supported and has become a very enjoyable social hub
for the village. It serves wine, prosecco, gin and tonic,
organic cider, organic lager and beers from Stroud
Brewery, plus a selection of soft drinks. The draft
Organic Pale Ale on sale is now
gluten-free.
The Bar has a card reader so
you don't even need to
bring cash. The profits
from the Bar help to
fund our Village Hall.
If you haven't been
yet, come along and
join us. You can be
sure of a warm
welcome.
Andrew Dawes

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED . .

JUG BAND

. . why “Elvis has left the building”
is a thing?
Well, as we know, when Elvis
Presley first appeared as a
performer he was a sensation. His
act was no longer merely a
popular singing star, but a
dramatic performance with exuberant dance moves and
suggestive gyrations. Audiences went wild, and often
became so excited
that the management
at venues where he
appeared began to
fear for the safety of
the crowd. In a bid to
calm the mounting
hysteria, when his act
finished it became
customary for the MC
to call out “Elvis has
left the building” so
that the audience
would know there
would be no encore or
further performance
and would begin to
settle down before
leaving the venue.
The phrase entered into folklore, took on a life of its
own and began popping up in all kinds of situations
quite un-connected with Elvis’s live appearances.
by our Memphis correspondent Doremi F. Latido

GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES . .
. . in Auckland, New Zealand were alarmed recently
when a rabble of anti-vax protesters threatened to
escalate their protest into a full-scale riot. But they had
a cunning plan - they played old Barry Manilow
recordings over the Tannoy system at full blast. They
were dismayed when even that extreme measure failed
to deter the protesters (perhaps they should have
chosen Michael Bublé).

WHILE WE’RE ON THE
SUBJECT OF ELVIS
Well, why not?
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CONCERT FOR UKRAINE
On Sunday 3rd April two young musicians from
Cambridge University treated an audience at Holy Trinity
Church, Minchinhampton, to a wonderful yet poignant
concert to raise funds for Ukraine. Alexander Semple
(violin) and Madeleine Brown (piano) played music from
Central and Eastern Europe. As well as familiar
composers such as Bartok, Kodaly, and Rachmaninoff

the repertoire introduced me, for one, to pieces by
Viktor Kosenko, Dmitri Kabalevsky, Mykola
Lysenko and Pancho Vladigerov. Thank
you for sharing your skills, artistry and
knowledge with us and selflessly raising
funds for Ukraine.
Jacquie Hanks
After the concert Alexander wrote:
My mother and I moved to Box in
February 2020 at the height of lockdown.
Moving house is stressful enough at the
best of times, but the welcome we
received from our neighbours in the
village made us feel at home from the off,
and it is this welcoming community spirit
that really shone through on Sunday
evening. As a recently formed duo

performing in a venue that was new to us, Maddy and I
were a little concerned that we might not be able to
draw in a particularly large crowd, but to have almost
seventy people arrive at the church on Sunday was
extremely exciting and moved us both. For us as young
musicians, to feel so welcome, supported, and
appreciated by an audience of that size was an
incredibly special experience and one that we will both
treasure for a long time. This is in no small part thanks
to the team at Holy Trinity Church, Minchinhampton,
who so kindly provided us with Sunday's venue, as well
as the numerous members of the local community who
supported our efforts to publicize the event. Performing
a concert can sometimes be a nerve-wracking
experience (especially in an unfamiliar venue) but being
in such a wonderful setting with such welcoming and
warm people made the whole evening a joy to be a part
of. The total £765 raised from the evening is a
testament to the kindness and generosity that we were
shown by our local community, and it demonstrates just
how significant an impact a community such as ours can
make.
A huge thank you once again for your support. Maddy
and I are eager to return to perform more concerts soon
- we can't wait to be back!

WHY NOT HIRE OUR HALL?

Box Village Hall is available for hire, both to residents
of Box and those who live elsewhere. The Hall is a
spacious, light and well-equipped venue, ideally
suited to parties, receptions, club meetings,
anniversaries, dance functions and concerts. There is
a fully-equipped kitchen,
folding tables and chairs
plus a Loop installation for
those with hearing aids.
Seating capacity when using
our tables and chairs is 80
persons, or 100 for concerts
which is the maximum
capacity in accordance with
fire regulations.
The Hall is available for
rental at attractive rates:
Box Residents: £7.00 per hour or £9 per hour on
Saturdays
Non-residents: £12.00 per hour, or £16 per hour
on Saturdays
All Business Users (anyone who makes a charge
for their services, whether resident in Box or not):
£14.00 per hour, or £18 per hour on Saturdays.
Please contact the Booking Secretary on 836649 or
email BVHbookings@box-village.com for enquiries
or to make your booking.

photos by Box resident, Petro Solle

D
E
T
WAN
FEATURES EDITOR

At Box News we aim to keep Box residents informed and entertained. We
publish stories about village events, village personalities, local matters and
anything that will be of interest to villagers.
The Features Editor finds the stories we print. This sometimes involves
interviewing villagers or attending local events. It doesn’t require any special
skills, just a nose for a story and a personable manner that will encourage
people to ‘open up’. It’s a voluntary position, of course: a key member of a
small team who work together to produce our village publication, and we all
enjoy seeing the pleasure it brings to our village readers - care to join us?
22 If you would like to take part please contact Jacquie Hanks (836287).

L’HOMME DANS LE GARAGE
After two years of waiting the French Masters Hillclimb at
St Goueno was back on and having paid for the ferry and
entry in 2019 it was a no brainer …I had to go. I coerced
matron to come along with the enticement of six days
with me on Ile De Rae after the event (who could resist)
and so it was with much excitement that we loaded up
the trailer and headed for Portsmouth for the overnight
ferry.
Why oh why do
we bother with
airports? Matron
was extremely
impressed not
having been on a
ferry for probably
twenty years.
Brittany Ferries
were fantastic.
Ship was on time, no queuing with the great unwashed,
smart and helpful staff, well priced and good quality
food and a spotless cabin to kip in, and oh yes there was
a bar somewhere as well!!
After a bon repose, un full English petit déjeuner we
disembarked at St Malo cleared customs and arrived at
our lodgings an hour and a half later. The car was put in
its place in the paddock and we went off to the village
for the first of several excellent (and free for drivers)
meals.
Practice the next day was not great. My first run was red
flagged owing to another car leaving the track so that
run was lost. Second practice saw me run wide at the
hairpin in front of two thousand spectators, disappear
into the shrubbery, run along a ditch waving the two
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inside wheels in the air before regaining the track and
heading for the finish!!! Unfortunately, matron witnessed
the excursion and it was captured on film for all to see!
Damage was limited and repairable in the paddock. The
laundry took a little longer. Then the French ran out of
time so no last practice.
Sunday dawned windy but sunny. Loads of grip and a
very fast track. I improved with each timed run
throughout the day beating all but one Porsche and
finishing second in my class. Much merriment ensued
and many and varied refreshing
beverages were taken before
dancing the night away in the
village square to the sound of
a dubious rock band!
Forwards and on.
On our return Toon Minimus
and I had a successful
weekend at Prescott
followed by another great
weekend at Shelsley
Walsh. I won that round of
my championship and
Jonnie came second in
class. Toon minor has
now purchased a
competition car so there
will be a Trio of Toons
out at Loton Park next
month. Matron will have
the added job title of
motorhome domestic
bursar and pit dolly for the
weekend. What could possibly go wrong?
Rob Toon

If at first you don't succee

d..

g
Lowerin
the
tone . . .

then skydiving is not for

you

I didn't know Malcolm
Sargent had been knighted.
It seems like only yesterday
that he was doctored.
Sir Thomas Beecham

A reporter asked Mahatm
a Gandhi
what he thought of Weste
rn
civilisation.
"I think it would be a very
good idea"
replied Gandhi.

THE MARBLE STAIRCASE –
A play by Alan Vaughan

Further to my review of the Glamour Boys by Chris Bryant
and information on Jack Macnamara’s memorial in St
Barnabas Church (Box News issues 124 and 125) it was
interesting to see that Minchinhampton Players recently
revived a play that was first put on by Minchinhampton
Drama Society in 2006. The local playwright Alan Vaughan,
who lived in Box House for four years from the age of ten,
drew on his own memories, research about Cambridge
spies including Guy Burgess, and their links to Jack
Macnamara and Canon John Sharpe who owned Box
House. Although based on fact and real experiences some
of the content was fictional.

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Minchinhampton
Monday 2.00pm - 4.30pm
Tuesday 10.00am - 12.00pm, 2.00pm - 4.30pm
Wednesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY
Friday 10.00am - 12.00pm, 2.00pm - 4.30pm
Saturday 10.00am - 12.00pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

A number of Box residents attended the play at
Minchinhampton Market House (23rd to 25th June). It was
presented as a radio play which deftly dealt with the two
time periods portrayed; pre-war and post war. The talented
cast included both young and older members and the
presentation ‘in
the round’ was
most effective.
The play
provided us with
an entertaining
and enlightening
evening.
Beris Hanks

Nailsworth
Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 6.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm
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Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Box
Monday - Open all day and all night
Tuesday - Open all day and all night
Wednesday - Open all day and all night
Thursday - Open all day and all night
Friday - Open all day and all night
Saturday - Open all day and all night
Sunday - Open all day and all night

BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman:

Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box

832345 BVH@Box-Village.com

Vice-chairman:

Steve Hemmings

832908

Hon. Secretary:
Ivy Witts

834347

Booking Secretary:
Roger and Gill Ogle 836649

Hon. Treasurer:
Mark Robinson

Committee:
Roger and Gill Ogle
Sarah Kidson
Andrew Pettit

839041
832095
834766

Millie Kidson
Chris Helps
Phil Goodwin

Ben Lodge
07751 834 699
Andrew Dawes
832545

832095
833868
832610

834202

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Hon. Treasurer:
Committee:
Ian Witts
Alison Pettit

834347
834766

Richard Hughes
Anne Rogers

885478
833588

Penny Helps
John Storey

833868
872430

BVS@box-village.com

Steve Hemmings
832908
Rachel Lenane-Young RachelLenane@hotmail.co.uk

VILLAGE CONTACTS
peter@lyonspace.co.uk

Art Group

Pete Smith

Box Bar

Andrew Dawes

Box News Advertising

Sally Moreland

Box News Features Editor

Jacquie Hanks

836287

BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Distribution

Alison Edmonston

836309

BoxNews@box-village.com

Box Players, Chairman

Brian Woosey

832345

BoxPlayers@box-village.com

Box Players, Co-ordinator

Jacquie Hanks

836287

jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk

Church Convenor

Colin French

883223

BoxChurch@box-village.com

Coffee Mornings

Daphne Edwards

832283

BoxCoffee@box-village.com

Entertainments

Roger Ogle

839041

AirG@box-village.com

Games Night

Mark Rogers

833588

BoxBridge@box-village.com

Gardening Club

Mark Rogers

833588

BoxGarden@box-village.com

Parish Council

Steve Hemmings

832908

SPH@box-village.com

Swimming Club

Andrew Pettit

834766

BoxSwim@box-village.com

Village Hall Bookings

Gill Ogle

836649

BVHbookings@box-village.com

Website Co-ordinator

Steve Hemmings

832908

SPH@box-village.com

Website Editor

Chris Helps

833868

WebEditor@box-village.com

832545

BoxVigil@box-village.com
BoxAdvertising@box-village.com

NB The Features Editor would be grateful if you could notify her of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.
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SAFARI SUPPER 2022
Armed with a map of the village indicating where starter, main and
desert were being served, nearly 40 Box residents set off at 7pm on the
2nd April to take part in the 6th (or it could be 7th as I'm sure I
organised more than one the first year!) Box Safari Supper. It was great
to see new residents, as well as the more established, taking part and a
big thank you as always to Victor and Amanda for being such great
hosts at the end of the evening. If you haven't experienced a Safari
Supper before but fancy giving it a go next year, the 7th (or 8th) Safari
Supper will take place March / April 2023.
Ginny Martin
Safari Supper Virgins!

John and I were very excited about the safari supper. It sounded an
excellent way to get to meet people, have fun and eat delicious food.
We put our names down and were allocated to do a starter for seven.
It was lovely to invite people to our new (unfinished) home!! We had
drinks and then our starters and the fun and conversation soon began
to flow. We moved on and met new people for our main course and
then again for puddings. At the end of the evening everyone met at
Victor and Amanda’s beautiful home for coffee, liqueurs and chocolate.
What a fabulous end to a wonderful evening. All the food was delicious
(mine included ….. I think!) and it was a great opportunity to meet new
people and better get to know neighbours we had already met. It was
such a super evening. We will be first to put our names down when we
have the next one. Soon please.
Julia Newbolt
Seasoned Safari Supper Travellers!

A fine Spring evening heralded in this now well-established Box event
and we had a wonderful time at our allocated venues. It is always a
pleasure to visit unfamiliar homes and it never ceases to amaze that
each seems to have a different view over the village. We were served
the most delicious starter and dessert (plus cheeses) accompanied by
excellent wines and stimulating conversations. We even managed to
host a main without too many hitches although the red peppers did
end up in the casserole rather than with the peas! Once again, we were
spoilt when it came to ‘not just coffee’ at Limegrove. It was
encouraging to see that newly arrived villagers were keen to participate
as well as ‘old-hands’. We’ll certainly be there again next time.
Jacquie Hanks
A huge thank you to Ginny and John Martin for organising this very
enjoyable event (and making quick adjustments when Covid reared its
ugly head!)

FRESH CUT FLOWERS IN THE VILLAGE
Marissa and Lyn will be selling cut flowers
from outside Sialcot every Saturday
morning starting Saturday July 16th from
8.30am until 1pm. Marissa would like to
adopt an Elephant for the year from
WWF!
Large Bunch will be £3 and Smaller
Bunch £2. If anyone would like flowers in
between please send us an email:
lynsearby@btinternet.com

ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing,
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904 058866

email:
sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com

PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE
(unless otherwise credited):

web:
myvillagehandymanstroud.com
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Talei Herbert (including front cover); Jacquie and Beris Hanks; Steve
and Sarah Hemmings; Richard Hughes; Jon Moseley; Anne
Mustardé; Rachel Lenane; Lyn Searby; Martin Smith; Petro Solle;
John Storey; Rob Toon and Uncle Tom Cobbleigh and all.
Apologies to any snappers we may have inadvertently omitted.

GARDENING CLUB

Our forthcoming diary
September 4th: Box Village
Show
September (tbc): Autumn visit
October 18th: Fiona Warin talk
- Lost the Plot
November 15th: Julie Ritchie
talk Plants for Awkward
Corners
December 3rd: Christmas
party
Wendy Rochefort

Our spring and early summer programme brought some
interesting speakers to our monthly meetings starting in
March with a very well supported talk presented by
Thoss Shearer titled Box House and Longford House.
The houses had been owned during the late 17th and
early 18th centuries by two mill-owning brothers, William
and Peter Playne. Thoss Shearer talked about the history
of the two properties, the tunnels and ponds which still
exist between them and also gave an insight into the
slightly more recent inhabitants including, at Box House,
a friend of the spy Guy Burgess, while Longford House
had over the years been both a convent and a girls’
school.
In April, past Rare Plant Fair organiser, Victoria Logue’s
talk Gardening with and for wildlife ran through a wide
range of both wanted and unwanted bugs and beasties
found in our gardens, detailing their preferred habitat,
what they eat and who their predators are. In practical
terms she outlined the favoured conditions for
encouraging wildlife including being less tidy in the
garden leaving longer grass and undisturbed areas,
making compost heaps, having a pond, not using
pesticides, planting hedges and trees and suggestions
for insect friendly plants.
May brought the last talk before the summer, Peat-free
Gardening by ex-RHS Agricultural Scientist, Thorold Cox
supported by Sheila King. Two interesting facts
mentioned were that 3% of the world’s surface is peat
bog, and that Ireland has almost stopped using peat.
Most plants can be grown successfully peat-free,
alternative growing media being wood fibre and bark,
coir, sheep’s wool and green compost. They concluded
by stating the importance of checking dates on
purchased compost bags as compost nutrients do not
last indefinitely to the detriment of seedlings and plants,
and secondly to keep abreast of developments in
growing media.
May also took Garden
Club members and
friends on an outing to
Iford Manor, the Grade 1
Listed Gardens designed
largely by Edwardian
designer Harold Peto,
influenced by the Arts
and Crafts movement
together with his enjoyment of Italian and Japanese
design. After the important requirement of coffee and
cake we were treated to a light-hearted but very
informative talk by the Head Gardener and a walk
around the private Walled Garden, after which we
wandered freely around the main garden area which had
been opened exclusively for the club where we enjoyed
the planting, the vistas and the beautiful building and
antiquities. Thanks go to Jane Storey and Annie
Hughes for organising both the event and the ideal
ambient garden-visiting weather (with only one short rain
27
shower!).

pipistrelle

The Boost for Bats project has enabled us to help create
a mosaic of different habitat types needed by different
bats at Box Wood. Without any action, natural
succession will result in the woodlands turning into a
single dense layer of vegetation, which will only benefit
gleaning species of the upper canopy. Open areas will
be lost, and the understorey will diminish due to the
dense canopy restricting light penetrating the woodland
floor.
In order to prevent this succession, we have been felling
some trees north of the already established ‘glade’ to
help let the light in and continue the connectivity of the
grassy ride from Iron Mills Common further into Box
Wood. Most of the timber has been left in deadwood
habitat piles and dead hedges to increase insect prey.
The trees taken down
were all a similar age
and structure, and a
large proportion of them
were ash infected with
dieback, which were
destined to drop their
branches and fall onto
the footpath.
Some healthy trees have
been left, with the
surrounding ones
removed, to encourage
them to age and
become future veteran
trees.
This coming winter
brown long eared bat
further tree works are
planned including on some large ash trees which will
have their branches removed but will be left in situ to
decay. As these trees die this will create standing
deadwood which will provide roosting places for bats
and habitat for the many species of insect which depend
on deadwood.

lesser horseshoe bat

With the wider landscape in mind, Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust will also be carrying out some work at the
neighbouring Stuart Fawkes nature reserve which will
benefit bats. By encouraging the dense in-field scrub
and maintaining and enhancing the hedges there, this
will allow lesser horseshoe bats a navigation and
dispersal corridor to move from their roosting site into
Box Wood to forage.

pipistrelle in flight

Thanks to Lorna Baggett (Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust) for
providing this information on the Boost for Bats project
within Box Wood - and our thanks to GWT for the photos.
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Box Wood is home to a variety of bat species, all with
their own niches for feeding and roosting. Some species
such as Pipistrelles require open areas within woodlands
for hawking (catching insects in flight) while others
including Brown Long-Eared require dense vegetation
for gleaning (taking insect prey directly off vegetation).
Lesser Horseshoes rarely roost in woodlands but enter
the understorey to feed and will use dense areas of
scrub/hedgerows for dispersal.

At the old ‘lake’ within Box Wood we have been
coppicing willow trees to allow more light in and
therefore more wetland plants and insects. Removal of
select trees from around the edges of the lake will also
slow the amount of water which is drained from the lake,
soaked up into the trees, and will also reduce the
volume of leaf litter falling into the lake and adding
nutrients, which can eventually lead to a build-up of
material, reducing the depth of the lake. Keeping this
area of standing water open is vital to provide a food
resource for bats, since many insects, such as midges,
lay their eggs in water bodies.
Box Wood has unfortunately seen non-native species
become established in the woodland understorey such
as Cherry laurel, Periwinkle and Few-flowered garlic.
These invasive species are now out competing native
plants which is reducing the amount of insect prey for
bats, but as part of the Boost for Bats project these
species are being tackled each year, with the ultimate
aim of eradication.
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BOOST FOR BATS

