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It is over a year since Coronavirus hit us and our lives
became totally restricted. We now have a vaccine and
although millions of us have been vaccinated it is likely
that restrictions will continue for some months. I am
hoping that the holiday on the Scilly Isles with my wife
that had to be cancelled last year will be able to go
ahead in June so we will both keep our fingers crossed.
Hopefully your holiday plans will go ahead too.
In February we invited nominations for the Villager of
the Year for which a rose bowl in memory of Johnny
and Alison Wilkinson is awarded and we were
overwhelmed by the response. After considering all the
nominations it was decided to award the prize to Ann
Nightingale who collected prescriptions for villagers
who were sheltering and for others during lockdown.
The rose bowl will be presented to her as soon as
restrictions allow.
We must also say a big ‘Thank You’ to Annmarie Duffy
and Emma Taylor who set up and administered the
Covid Support Group and to all their helpers who
shopped and helped those villagers who were
shielding or in need of support.
We continued with our policy of replacing salt bins with
screw lids which the cows loved to remove to get at
the salt inside and replaced the one at Box Corner with
an oblong one with a lid that can be secured.
Unfortunately, before its cow proof credentials could be
tested it was struck by a car that skidded on the ice but
was able to be knocked back into shape. We will see
what the cows can do to it!
Box Gardening club are hoping to be able to stage the
Village Show on 5th September and if so, more details
will follow in due course. In the mean time you can
start sowing seeds and nurturing your plants in
anticipation.
On behalf of myself and my committee I hope that you
and your families have a very Happy Easter.
Richard Hughes, Chairman, Box Village Society

CHRISTMAS WAS NOT CANCELLED IN BOX!
As you can see, Santa braved the elements (including
Covid) so that our Box children would not be
disappointed.  He even had a posse of costumed helper
‘elves’ to assist him (and possibly also to navigate these
unfamiliar lanes . . ).

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY
All Box residents are Members
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The frustration of Covid restrictions applies to all of us
and has reflected on the Hall and its closure for nigh-on
12 months. Although we have lost money through
absence of lettings, this has been made up for us by the
local Council who have given all village halls a grant in
compensation.  This has been warmly welcomed of
course and has enabled us to “furlough” our cleaner,
Donna, who has continued to keep an eye on the
building and complete such tasks as from time to time
become necessary, for which we thank her.

During the early days of the Pandemic Jane Storey, with
help from Roger Ogle and Millie Kidson made sure that
we were complying with regulations as far as distancing,
cleaning and recording of visits were concerned.  That
was no easy task as the goal posts kept moving and we
owe a debt of gratitude to them for their continued
involvement and hard work.

In a separate report our treasurer, Mark Robinson, sets
out our current financial situation. My thanks to him for
his continued hard work and good counsel. 

Unfortunately, Box WI has gone into suspension due
mainly to falling numbers.  As a result the representative
on our Committee, Annie Hughes, has stepped down.
This is a sad loss to the Committee, but we thank Annie
for her work on the Committee and wish her well,
hoping that the WI will resurface in due time.  I am
pleased to say that the rest of the Committee are willing
to serve for another year -thank you Team!

At Christmas, a team of Villagers designed, created and
organised a trip for Santa around the Village one
Saturday evening.  The sleigh was provided by Rob
Toon, (who is currently suing me for a new clutch!)
decorated by a willing few, and Santa, in this instance,
was majestically portrayed by Tom Medcalf.   

Music on board was courtesy of Steve Hemmings.
Presents for the Village Children were organised by
Emma Taylor, and distributed by Santa’s Helpers!  All
together a brilliant event which I am sure will be an
annual activity – provided Rob’s car’s clutch will stand
another trauma!

In addition to all this, we brightened the Village with our
external Christmas tree lighting at the Hall, which
remained on for some weeks after the festival, to cheer
us up!  Thank you, Roger Ogle, for looking after that
and to Pauline Temple and Chris Helps who set up the
lighting originally.

The large ash tree in the centre of the car park island
had to come down as it had contracted the dreaded die
back. We took the opportunity with the car park closed
to clear all the weeds and debris from the area and tidy
the island shrubs and bushes.  A significant team of
helpers made short work of it all. 

Every February we normally hold a Newcomers Party to
welcome new entrants to the Village.  This year, if we
can get one planned, we will, but in the meantime
please let me know of anyone near to you who has
joined us so that I can give them a personal invitation to
the next Party.

The Committee are anxious to resume normal service at
the Hall but government regulations do not currently
allow any resumption of activities.  Rest assured that as
soon as we can, the Hall will be open for business!  In
the mean time please ensure your neighbours are OK.
If they are elderly, have a chat and see if there is
anything they need.  Just conversation can be a lifeline
for some who live on their own.  Our Friday Coffee
Mornings, for example, demonstrate that need.  Our
band of 15 Support workers led by Emma Taylor and
Anne-Marie Duffy have been exemplary in their efforts
to foster friendship and support. My thanks to all of
them.

Chris Ames

BOX NEWS - SUMMER 2021 EDITION
Our Summer edition should appear during August

so if you have material you would like included,
please give it to Jacquie Hanks 

by Friday July 16th.

BOX VILLAGE HALL
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BRENDAN CLEMENTS
All of us here bid a fond but tearful farewell to our great friend,
fellow villager and Box News Editor Brendan Clements, who
passed away on Friday 19th March.
Our hearts go out to Kay and all Brendan’s family at this sad time.

This tragic news came just as we were preparing to go to press.  
Brendan was held in such affection by his friends and neighbours that we

know there will be much to be added, and we will publish 
a fuller memorial in the next edition of Box News.



WELCOME, CHARLOTTE!
Tom and Sarah Holroyde are proud to announce the
arrival of their daughter, Charlotte (Lottie) Lilian Peggy
Holroyde, born just in time for Christmas! Sarah, who
was brought up in the village, is looking forward to
seeing Lottie playing on the Green, just as she did.

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE

ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs

“same great service, great value, great workmanship”
Local staff and professional, friendly service

We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability
•  Discount  MOT  £39.95
•  Competitive service prices
•  Convenient location
•  Free collection

8.30am - 5.30pm   Monday – Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm   Saturday

Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton,
GL6 9HA

Call us for quotes on 01453 8892074

I think it might be Friday 
But I’m really not quite sure 

If it is it should be coffee time 
In Box’s village hall.

We’ll put out chairs and tables 
And mugs and biscuits too 

And put some water on to boil 
Enough to make a brew.

I trust I can remember 
The names of all that come 

It’s ages since I saw them 
But hope I still know some!

The days are passing slowly 
With nothing much to do 

And staying home is lonely 
So it’s time to share a brew.

So come to coffee morning 
Just as soon as you are able 

To meet old friends and make new ones 
Around a coffee table.

The past 12 months or so of
Covid restrictions have put paid
to the activities of theatres,
companies and groups,
professional and amateur, and Box
Players is no exception. With no social contact allowed
and the Village Hall closed our local Thespians have
been “resting” since March 2020 when lockdown caused
the last minute cancellation of “Jack and the Beanstalk.”

Assuming the latest Government “roadmap” achieves its
aim, however, we can begin planning for Players’
activities to begin again by early September with the
first event being the long postponed AGM. This will
allow us to take stock of where we stand and to elect (or
re-elect) a committee to see us through the following
year. The committee can then plan further events,
perhaps a social get together in the Autumn and a new
stage production in 2022. Times have changed of course
and rather than simply a return of “business as usual”
the restart could prove an opportunity for fresh ideas
and the introduction of new faces as we set our course
for the future.
Brian Woosey, Chairman, Box Players committee

BOX PLAYERS

Our coffee supremo is of course still Daphne Edwards



Bear House, George Street, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7BB
Tel 01452 770855  Mob 07976 383969  Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk 5

Despite Covid,  the Church has remained open during
the day and Sunday Services have taken place as
usual.  Understandably the congregation has shrunk.
However this has enabled us to ensure that we are
spread out at a "social distance" and with masks and
a few modifications to the service, we have remained
safe. Our one real regret is that we are not allowed to
sing hymns!   We do enjoy some gentle piano music at
the beginning of the service.  Another consequence of
Covid is that there is a restriction on which clergy are
available to conduct the services.  

So look out for the Rector as he speeds between the
village and Minchinhampton  on his bike conducting
services at 8.00 a.m and 10.00 a.m at the Parish
Church, and 9.00 a.m at St Barnabas.

On the plus side we have welcomed back  Rev Jane
Walden who has retired from her parish in Gloucester
and returned to live in Minchinhampton.

Currently the church looks rather bare as it is stripped
of decoration during Lent. However, over Christmas

and the following
weeks it was
beautifully
decorated by Sarah
Moseley and Sally
Moreland and the
rest of the team.
The church is open
during daylight
hours for those who
wish  to spend a
few quiet minutes.

Having completed
the spire we are
now looking at
ensuring the Cotswold tiles on the roof are secure and
are not a hazard to visitors entering the church.  Once
again we are raising funds to cover any potential costs.
So look out for plants and marmalade for sale outside
the door of the church. (Money can be posted in the
green letter box on the gate of Hope Cottage next to
the Church)

Easter will soon be upon us and the  church Flower
Guild will welcome donations towards the purchase of
Easter lilies in memory of friends and family - their
names will be displayed in the church.  Donations, with
names, may also be left at  Hope Cottage or given to
Sarah Moseley.

Colin French

St. BARNABAS CHURCH
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HORSFALL HOUSE
Box has been part of my life since my mother, Wendy
Fisher, moved here from Minchinhampton in 1976 along
with my younger brother Simon and myself. It’s a lovely
community in a unique part of the Cotswolds and we are
blessed to have Horsfall House on our doorstep.

We first became fully aware of the work of the care
teams when my Mum, then living in Wally’s Cottage, first
needed Home Care in about 2014. Even though we all
lived nearby, as a family we could not fully cater for her
needs. The Horsfall Home Care teams came to our
rescue and this started a journey for Mum with her now
being a resident at Horsfall House after she moved there
in 2016. 

The Home Care service was wonderful. Professionally
trained staff who deliver expert care 365 days a year
covering all the support needed giving reassurance and
respite to clients and families alike.  The team work
closely with us, like they do for all families, to determine
the right level of care. It might be one visit a day, it
might be help with a shower or day-to-day tasks – it is in
short, whatever you need. Horsfall House also offers a
day centre, which sadly due to Covid-19 restrictions is
temporarily suspended.  It provides companionship,
which is often more important to those in need of care
than you might think as they are at risk of being isolated
and lonely, as well as
day respite to families
in need of support.
Our Mum used it only
occasionally which on
reflection was an
opportunity missed.

Since Mum moved into Horsfall’s residential nursing
home she has lived in the General Unit. There are two
units the other being the Cotswold Unit caring for those
with more aggressive or advanced cases of dementia.
On entering Horsfall House, with her Cornish humour
still intact, Mum formed an escape committee claiming
that she was never being fed despite the kitchens
preparing over 50,000 meals a year. Anyway, Mum
quickly saw the benefits of being at Horsfall, the gardens
and all the activities that are arranged on a daily basis,
and she disbanded this imaginary committee.  

She has been very well cared for in every respect. She is
now bed bound, frail and her dementia is quite
advanced but is being beautifully looked after. And that’s
the beauty of Horsfall House. The care is excellent,
always putting people at the heart of the process. All in
all, Horsfall is quite an operation, for example as well as
the 50,000 meals each year it also has an industrial sized
laundry – which recently needed a £20k upgrade for a
new washing machine.

Horsfall House is a charity with the sole purpose of
providing affordable care in the community to those who
need it – so outlays on new washing machines are
approached with diligence. The charity started, thanks to
the inspiration and drive of Dr Chris Booth, as a 12
roomed care home on land donated by Jean Horsfall.
Further legacies and donations enabled expansion and it
now has 44 rooms offering residential nursing care

including respite. There is a mix of self-funded and
socially paid for residents. The welfare system is unable
or unwilling to meet the full cost of residential nursing
care and this responsibility has effectively been
delegated to others. As a result, the Horsfall House
charity raises funds to bridge the gap and is currently
supporting 15 residents who otherwise could not benefit
from the care provided.  

I am one of six Trustees who oversee the charity and am
also Chair of Management Board consisting of six other
volunteers who support the operational activities of
Horsfall House. It is truly a community team effort as
beyond those two groups of people we have eleven
other volunteers forming the fund-raising committee.
They are fantastic at organising events such as the
Charity walk – the team is currently on a mission to raise
money through the Wi-Fi challenge to improve internet
facilities. Horsfall House itself is run by a dedicated team
of over 150 people including Registered Nurses and fully
trained care workers working both at Horsfall and in our
community-based Home Care service.

If anybody would like more details on what Horsfall
House offers, including residential respite care then
please do make contact on 01453 731227 or email
info@horsfallhouse.co.uk.  

Christopher Fisher



Planning applications
Retrospective application S.19/0466/FUL for an access
track to be laid across fields at the top of Scar Hill was
refused in June 2019 due to its impact on the
Conservation Area and AONB, but no action has since
been taken to return the fields to their previous state. A
number of objections were raised at the time by
residents, as well as by Minchinhampton Parish Council,
and the matter has recently been referred to SDC’s
Enforcement Officer.

The application by Beaudesert Park School
(S.19/2730/FUL) to construct an all-weather hockey-pitch
with an artificial surface enclosed within a metal fence in
the area of grassland previously known as Box
Smallholdings, Common Road, Hampton Green has,
however, been formally withdrawn by the applicant
following much public disquiet and a formal request that
the application be referred to the District Council’s
Development Control Committee.

The application published in March (application
S.20/0513/HHOLD) to demolish the garage at Woodvale
Cottage (off the footpath below the Village Green) and
to erect a two storey rear extension has now been
approved. The original plans had been significantly
revised.

Application S.20/0968/FULL for the conversion of the
barn at Box End Farm into office space has not
progressed any further and has presumably been
“shelved” by the applicant.

Application S.20/2291/HHOLD for the installation of a 6
panel solar PV system on the south east facing roof of
Old Lealands Cottage was supported by MPC as it
would not be visible from the road, and was approved
by SDC.

Application S.20/2355/HHOLD for a new porch,
insertion of two new windows and replacement single
garage and detached garden room with w/c at
Common’s Edge has also been approved.

Application S.20/2745/HHOLD for a single storey
extension, glazed hallway, replacement rear roof and
external insulation at Hillside Lodge, Hampton Green
has been approved by Stroud District Council. No
objections were raised by Minchinhampton Parish
Council.

Application S.20/2791/HHOLD for the erection of a two
storey rear extension and chimney at Greenleas, Church
End, Hampton Green has been approved. No objections
were raised by MPC.

Minchinhampton Parish Council
Minchinhampton Parish Council’s offices at the Trap
House in West End remain closed to the public, but the
council is continuing with most of its usual business and
holding its meetings using video conferencing.

Members of the public may still ask to “attend” any
Council meetings via “ZOOM” by emailing the Parish
Clerk at the email address below. Agendas and minutes
of council meetings and updates on the council’s
activities can be found on MPC’s website:
www.minchinhampton-pc.gov.uk

The council is increasing its use of its Facebook page
and also hopes to return to the publication of its
newsletter Tom Long’s Post when conditions are more
favourable. Telephone messages can still be left on
01453 731186 and will be picked up from time to time,
but it is recommended that anybody wishing to contact
the council more urgently does so by emailing the Clerk:
clerk@minchinhampton-pc.gov.uk

Cllr Steve Hemmings, Minchinhampton Parish
Councillor (Vice Chairman) - Box Ward.
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COUNCILLOR’S CORNER

My wife yelled

from upstairs and

asked “Do you

ever get a

shooting pain

across your body,

as if someone

had a voodoo

doll of you and

was stabbing 

at it?”

I replied “No.”

She responded

“How about

now?”



8

more Christmas photos from page 2



INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS 
LETTINGS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

An established local family firm
supported by a friendly loyal team
who all live locally, specialising in

the sale of traditional country
properties throughout the

Cotswolds and the Severn Vale
Stroud • Minchinhampton • Painswick • Mayfair

01453 755552 � 01453 886334 � 
01452 814655 � 0207 467 5330

sales@murraysestateagents.co.uk
www.murraysestateagents.co.uk

BACK IN THE BOX
In this issue of Box News we begin a new series of
photographs of dwellings and a few other buildings in
Box as they were, and as they are now.
First in the series is Carrick House, a relatively modern
dwelling located near the eastern end of The Pen and
originally named “La Boite” (The Box). For those who
are unaware, Box was more frequently known as The
Box until recent decades.

The photograph of La Boite taken in 1975 shows the
relatively modern house before the internal garage was
converted into additional living space. Alongside the
house can be seen the end of the old wooden chapel
which at that time stood alongside the house.
The wooden chapel was put up for sale in 1980 with
planning consent. It was later demolished and three
garages built in its place. The most recent photograph
of Carrick House was taken this year and shows the
garage conversion.
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PROGRESS IN BOX WOOD
Despite 2020 being a very difficult year, the Box Wood
Volunteer Group made progress on a number of fronts,
though volunteering has not yet (at the time of writing)
recommenced in 2021. Nevertheless the public has
benefited during the 3rd (and final?) lockdown from the
work carried out in 2018, 2019 and 2020; so much so
that during the last few months the wood has become
something of a victim of its own success. The almost
constant pedestrian traffic through the woods during the
COVID restrictions has created some very muddy paths,
especially on the eastern side of the valley. It will all

recover in the drier seasons of course, and hopefully we
can soon look forward to an even better display of wild
flowers, new growth and diversity of wildlife in the areas
that have recently been cleared and coppiced. In the
meantime don’t forget to wear sturdy boots or
wellingtons, particularly if exploring “off-piste”.

One project that has progressed during lockdown is the
acquisition and the recent fitting of a bench in The
Clearing. A generous donation from Nick and Kathy
Hurst of Minchinhampton, plus a second donation and a
Gift Aid top-up by courtesy of HMRC have resulted in
the purchase and fitting of a very robust bench in 
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the Clearing. The
bench is of a very
simple, “woodland”
design, and was made
by a company in
Tetbury out of green
oak from
Herefordshire
(keeping everything as
local as possible).

Providing a bench on which walkers can take a break
whilst enjoying Box Wood had been a frequent request
and the trustees of the charity that owns Box Wood (Box
Community Wood) wish to thank particularly the donors
and also the Novalis Trust, who provided their mini-
excavator, as well as Novalis Trust employees Thomas,
Roland and Matthew to assist in the installation. Thanks
also to Rob Toon who kindly loaned his large trailer to
transport the very heavy bench, and to Sarah Hemmings
for the loan of her Land Rover for hauling the bench and
trailer up the muddy track into the woods.

The next project that the Box Wood trustees have in
mind is improving the ease of pedestrian access at the
stile at the bottom of the main public footpath at Devil’s
Elbow. The stile itself is formed from a large and very
attractive slab of Cotswold stone, probably mined locally
and which is effective in keeping cows
out of the woodland, but it can be quite
challenging to negotiate, particularly
when stepping from the footpath down
onto the road, and Box Community
Wood has received several requests to
make access easier.

A few alternative designs have been
considered but space is limited, as
nothing can be constructed that impedes
traffic using the highway. We also need to
ensure that cows cannot access the
woods. Cost is also a significant factor, as
this entrance is in a very visible location
on Devil’s Elbow and forms a historically
significant feature of Box Wood. A set of
Cotswold stone steps seems the ideal
solution, with a gate to keep the cows
out, and the trustees are currently
working towards an attractive and cost

effective design, but some help will be necessary in the
way of public donations so that we do not deplete all of
the charity’s reserves. If you would be prepared to
contribute, perhaps because you were not involved in
the original Box Wood appeal or you have a particular
wish to see this entrance improved, please contact
BCW’s Chairman Steve Hemmings or any of the trustees
of Box Community Wood. Donations will qualify for Gift
Aid where appropriate. Cheques should be made to Box
Community Wood. Thank you very much.

Steve Hemmings
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WE’RE BADGERED AND OUTFOXED
As members of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, whose
logo features a badger, I suppose we ought to be more
welcoming to badgers when they decide to explore our
garden. In fact if all they did was explore, and then went
home, we’d be perfectly happy to play hosts to such
attractive creatures. I just wish they’d adhere to the
Countryside Code, especially the bit where it asks
“Leave nothing but footprints; take nothing but
memories”. If only!

For most of the 40+ years we’ve lived in Box, badgers
have not featured in our lives. About 5 years ago,
however, we noticed patches of grass being dug away
overnight, gradually increasing to the point where it
looked as if somebody had set about trenching the lawn
in readiness for planting several rows of potatoes. This
was not only unsightly but also quite a significant trip
hazard. We purchased a wildlife night camera which,
sure enough, proved that badgers were the cause (not
sure what we’d have done had it really been people
planting potatoes), so we sprung into action by naively
heightening the wooden fence around the garden and
fitting various
paraphernalia
along the walls
to stop them
climbing over.

It worked…..for
a while. They
didn’t climb
over the fence;
they dug under
it instead! We can only assume that this was a slightly
different strain of badger, as they now showed less
interest in our lawn but were addicted to our fresh
vegetables. Potatoes growing in tubs were overturned
and ruined, and their appetite for sweetcorn was
insatiable. Frustratingly they didn’t limit the damage to
the theft of one or two ripe corns – they partially ate
several but then nibbled and trampled all the remaining
stems, leaving a trail of destruction across the vegetable
patch.

We couldn’t extend the garden fence downwards, but
we did establish that they were digging into a patch of
soft ground below a particular section of the fence, so
plan B involved scrounging some old copper water pipe

from our neighbour’s son, who fortunately was at the
time training to be a plumber, and we carefully
hammered the old pipe deep into the ground between
each of the fence pales, preventing (or at least
discouraging) badgers from digging under the fence.
Our theory was that the energy that badgers would
need to expend in digging would be greater than they
would get in return by eating our vegetables.  And it
worked…….for a while. In fact we didn’t see any signs
of badger damage for a year or two after inserting many
metres of copper pipe, but last year the grass trenching
started again.

The night vision camera revealed that the badger had
learned to squeeze itself through a very tiny gap below
our garden gate, so we constructed a wooden frame
around the gate to prevent badgers entering through
any openings and, sure enough, that worked……for a
while.

A few nights later our camera caught a shot of the
badger (or perhaps one of his colleagues) clambering
backwards and very unsteadily over the same gate. 
As you can imagine, extending a metal garden gate
vertically is not a task I looked forward to but,
fortunately, it would seem that climbing over a gate
backwards is also a daunting task if you’re a badger. I’m
pleased to say that since he/she first carried out that
precarious manoeuvre, we haven’t observed any more
badger damage, though the camera has shown that we
now have a couple of foxes that visit from time to time.
Do foxes eat potatoes or sweet corn I wonder? 

Steve Hemmings
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR GOLDEN WEDDING!
On 12th December 2020 we were planning a big family
party to celebrate our 50th Anniversary but as we all
know, plans had to be postponed. We decided to make
ourselves a wonderful meal and have a family Zoom on
the day. We sent a bottle of champagne to our 3
families and planned our meal. However, 2 days before
our Anniversary a call came from our daughter asking us
what we were planning. We were told to cancel all plans
and to wait for instructions. We were to get out our
bling and posh frocks and be ready for 5.30 to receive a
takeaway at our door. It turned out to be a four-course
meal cooked by a local caterer delivered in a gold
covered box with a huge bow and instructions to heat
the main course for 20 minutes.

The Zoom came through at 6.30 and all 3 families were
dressed for a party with champagne glasses in their
hands, teenagers included, and we had a jolly half hour
Zoom. In the middle of all this noise David said to me
that he could hear bagpipes! I was my usual dismissive
self-assuming his tinnitus had turned to bagpipe noise
but as usual he ignored me and leapt up shouting, ‘It IS
bagpipes!’ and rushed to the front door. Giving the
game away our son said ‘You go as well Mum’ and there
was our lovely piper who had played all the way down
from the cattle grid to our front door where he played
for the next half an hour. We took our computer to the
front door so that they could all enjoy his playing and
David and I did a bit of a Scottish reel on the drive. As is
traditional David gave the piper a small glass of whisky
afterwards.

Along with all that they had sent a huge card covered
with family photos and a wonderful tree for the garden.
What a special day, just what we needed and never to
be forgotten. 

Anne Mustardé
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FAREWELL TO BOX WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that
Box WI has had to go into “Suspension”. This means
that we have had to cease for the immediate future, but
if circumstances change within the next 3 years we can
start up again.  Our problem was that our membership
had reduced drastically to 15 and we could not form a
committee. We are not alone in this situation as many
other societies are having similar difficulties. During the
Covid 19 pandemic we managed to keep in touch with
one another and to master Zoom, if only for committee
meetings!

Originally, there was a WI in Box from 1951 – 1984.  It
restarted 6 years later in 1990.  So, we have been in
existence for 63 years in total!  

The original membership in 1990 was as follows: 

President - Audrey Coleman,  Secretary - Chris
French, Treasurer - Pat Chapman

Committee Members - Mary Adams, Pat Benham,
Sarah Hemmings, Jan O’Malley, Judy Pring, Hilary
Ross and Dorothy Zalan.

Other Members - Pat Bedwell, Evelyn Swan, Diana
Nicholls, Betty Davies, Hilda Walker, Janet Ragless,
June Jones, Alison Wilkinson, Marion Hughes and
Jessie Pownall.

When I started to prepare this article, I realised what an
active group Box WI had been in so many ways.
However, 30 years’ worth of minutes & record books to
look through was not really an option!  I have to thank
Joan Davies for an excellent scrap book that she
prepared with memorabilia and photos, which has
provided me with much information on which I have
based this report.  I also decided that the best thing to
do was to make this article mainly pictorial – one picture
is worth a thousand words!  

First Meeting of Box WI May 1990
The new WI started off with a healthy membership,
supporting interesting talks and social activities.

In 1994 we were very active, winning the GFWI
competition in skittles & tennis (presented by Christine
Trueman, no less!).  Fortnightly walks were also very
popular, not to mention litter picking on the Common!  

More recently, at our meetings we have had a wide
variety of events, drama, music and craft workshops as
well as presentations on a wide variety of topics –

something for everyone!  On the charity side we have
knitted baby clothes for Africa, teddy bears for children
in hospital, poppies for the British Legion, baked cup-
cakes for Gloucester Radio Appeal for Children in Need
and collected bras for Africa! All our projects have been
well supported!

In 2015, the 100 years of the National WI was
celebrated with great enthusiasm in Box, it took the
form of a Baton Exchange across the whole country. We
took part in collaboration with Woodchester,
Minchinhampton and Nailsworth.  The same year we
celebrated our own 25th anniversary with a Garden
Party in Joan Davies’ beautiful garden.

Box WI has always supported the Village in their
activities, such as the Millennium Project and Open
Gardens events (memorably baking 300+ scones and
serving cream teas on the day).

In conclusion, I intend to keep the members together in
an informal way, calling ourselves “The Old
Suspenders!”

Geraldine Ames

GFWI Winning Skittles Team 1993

Embroidery by 
Agnes Hutchinson
Representing well known
features of Box, this fine
piece of work is part of a wall
hanging displayed at WI
House in Gloucester and was
also used in the 1994
Calendar for the
Gloucestershire Federation.
An enlargement of this
picture can be seen on the
front cover of Box News.

WI Covid Wreath
This colourful wreath
was made to cheer us
all up, and was
displayed at the
Village Hall during
Lockdown.
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NFWI Centenary Celebration -
Countrywide Baton Exchange, 2015

Local Presidents: Liz Russell, Nailsworth;  Diana Farn,
Minchinhampton; Muriel McTiffin, Woodchester;  
Geraldine Ames, Box

Members enjoy the GFWI Centenary,
Highnam Court, nr Gloucester

Janet Back, Joan Davis, Veronica Finn, Angela Keen, 
Agnes Hutchinson, Betty Foxton.

Box WI 25th Anniversary Garden Party at 
Tunnel House - Presidents 1990-2015

Geraldine Ames, Margaret Pinnington, Angela Keen,
Veronica Finn, Joan Davies, Betty Foxton, 
Agnes Hutchinson, Audrey Coleman (1st President)
(Missing, Pat Chapman & Judy Pring).

Litter Picking  Aug 2015

WI Yarn Bombing,Queen's 90th Birthday 2016

Longfield Visit July 2018



WATCH OUT - 
THERE'S A DEVIL ABOUT!
If you are a Box gardener and haven't already heard
about the pest that is lurking in local gardens, verges
and footpaths, as well as in Box Wood, read on! I am
talking about the spreading menace called Allium
paradoxum (subspecies paradoxum), which was
apparently introduced to the British Isles early in the
19th Century and no doubt was considered a quaint
new garden plant at the time. But it is in fact highly

invasive and you will find it along the verges in Box and
in various gardens and there is a major infestation
around the old Youth Club hut and the top part of Box
Wood. It is extremely good at spreading, because it
produces masses of little bulbils to create new plants
and if the bulbils get into streams, they can spread a
long way! I first became aware of it when visiting cousins
in Edinburgh and in and around the parks and burns
around Edinburgh it is now a massive problem -
particularly because it shuts out our native wild plant
species. If left uncurbed, it would out-compete even our
native wild garlic (which is Allium ursinum) and for lovers
of wild garlic pesto, that would be a great pity!

If you do have this plant in your garden, of course that's
fine if you really want to keep it - but please keep it to
yourself! Do not throw it out with any garden waste, as
that it will just help it spread further. To get rid of it, dig
it up very carefully before the flowers and bulbils
develop, and keep all the material somewhere safe till it
has dried up and you can burn it - I suspect that you
may have to do this over several years, as the bulbils are
so prolific and pesky!
Here is a link to the Royal Botanic Gardens of Edinburgh
website which tells you more ….
https://stories.rbge.org.uk/archives/28757
It's not all bad news though ….. if you go down to the
wood today … you may also come across the lovely
Daphne! This is the demure and unostentatious Spurge-
laurel (official name
Daphne laureola),
an evergreen shrub
a few feet tall with
greenish-yellow
flowers which are
out now and are an
important early
nectar source for
bees and moths.
Spurge-laurel is a
native species, at
home in limestone
woodland like Box
Wood. It isn't rare
but neither is it
prolific, so you will
have to keep your
eyes peeled - and if
you do find
Daphne, please
leave her in peace
and unharmed so
the species can
survive and expand.
Ros John, Scar Hill16



Thinking of changing your lifestyle? 
Find freedom, friends and security in your
retirement.
• 2 to 4 bedroom houses; 1 to 3 bedroom 

apartments
• Lively community activities
• Beautifully landscaped gardens and ponds
• Adjacent to NT Woodchester Park
Call us on 01453 837700, or visit our website
woodchestervalleyvillage.co.uk

WOODCHESTER VALLEY VILLAGE
“The Cotswold retirement village 

for active people”

ASH DIEBACK HITS THE ‘W’
Mid-February saw extensive tree felling on the ‘W’.
Gloucestershire County Council in joint partnership with
the National Trust, undertook two weeks work which
resulted in the closure of the road from Box Corner
down to Nailsworth. Ash Dieback disease causes Ash
trees to become unsafe. They can shed limbs and
collapse causing injury and damage. 

Chris Rothwell kindly sent us a photographic record
taken on 15/02/21.

17
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FROM THE ARCHIVES - 
Pancake Day, 1988
Have you been thumbing through old albums
during Lockdown or clicking on those forgotten
photos stored on the computer?

Well, we always welcome reminders of how Box
was in the past, and your memories of village
events.

We think these date from Pancake Day 1988. 
Do you recognise the suspects?

a pre-event course meeting?

well, they are all grown up now!

who is that clown?

come on Dad!

Come on!  
See how many you recognise.
Answers on a postcard please!



19

Cotswold Roof Tiles in Box
Many houses in Box Village retain their original
Cotswold tile roofs and there are still some fine vistas
and groupings where stone tile roofs (and stone walls)
predominate. For instance, as you approach Box from
the Minchinhampton end there are St David’s, Box
Farm/Box End Farm, Box End Cottage and Quarry
Wood. Further on you come across Whitton Cottage,
Beehive Cottage and The Beehive, Box Church and the
view down the road with Hope Cottage, Greyroofs,
Spring Cottage and Trullwell.  

Approaching the centre of the village you can see St
Giles, The Old Post Office, Sunnyside, Weavers and Well
Cottage. Around The Cross where the roads meet in the
centre of the village are Box Inn, Box Inn Cottage, Box
Terrace, the outer faces of the cottages formerly known
as The Square, Baycroft, Box Green Cottage, and The
Old Bakery…. 
Real Cotswold tiles are becoming a rare resource and
many old tiles on the market are illicitly obtained with
asset stripping taking place. Some new tiles are still
quarried but these are expensive and are often not
deemed to be of the same quality as some of the old
‘presents’. Stone tiles or slates are produced from the
Greater Oolite stone, as is found under Minchinhampton
Common. ‘Presents’ are heavier and rougher, and were
produced naturally, whereas ‘pendles’ are made from
slabs of quarried stone that is first exposed to frost so it
splits more easily. The Romans only used ‘presents’ and
the method of exposing quarried stone to frost was only
developed in the 16th century. There are now many
artificial stone tiles on the market. Although these are
cheaper, more easily laid, and can provide a reasonable
alternative to real stone tiles, they are generally much
more uniform in appearance and don’t weather to such
natural tones.   
Cotswold tiles are laid in courses which overlap each
other by about two thirds. There were many different
sizes and types of tile. Tiles laid on the eaves were
huge, very heavy and called ‘cussems’, probably with
good reason! Some tiles were specific to the roofing of
‘swept valleys’. Tiles decreased in size up from the eaves
to the smaller ones below the ridge stones, which were
usually made from Tayton Stone. Tiles have holes at the
top and traditionally are secured to the structure with

oak pegs. The angle of the roof needs to be at least 50
degrees to ensure it is waterproof. The undersides used
to be sealed with dried moss or lime hair mortar to
prevent the entry of driving snow and rain.                                                                                                                                                                 
Cotswold Tiles by Edward Berryman

The finest roofs in all the land are made from 
Cotswold stone,
And the mason gives each tile a name like children 
of his own. 
By length and breadth the tally runs, by width and
depth and size, 
And the mason knows them all by name, for he is 
very wise. 
Long Day, Short Day, Moreday and Muffity, 
Lye-byes and Bottomers, each a name receives: 
Wivett, Beck, and Cussomes, Cutting, Third and
Bachelor, 
Smallest under roof-ridge, largest over eaves.
Each tile in its own special place is hung with 
loving care, 
And they weather down the ages in the 
mellow Cotswold air; 
Twenty-six in all there are — the family’s not small, 
I can but tell you one or two, I can’t remember all.
Long Day, Short Day, Moreday and Muffity, 
Lye-byes and Bottomers, each a name receives: 
Wivett, Beck, and Cussomes, Cutting, Third 
and Bachelor, 
Smallest under roof-ridge, largest over eaves.

Beris Hanks

A TOPICAL ITEM FROM BOX ARCHIVES
An advert in the ‘Gloucester Journal’ for 1768 for
Inoculations against Small-pox:
“At the Box House near Minchinhampton, the great numbers
successfully inoculated by Messrs. Hayward and Browne sufficiently
prove the superiority of the Suttonian method to any practice in
the neighbourhood, their patients passing through the disease
with the greatest ease and safety, without confinement or
hindrance of business. Patients are admitted from two to three
guineas according to their station”.
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WINTER ON THE COMMON 
A silver shadow slides silently

As the mist slips over the tufts of grass

And a chill air rolls over the Common land.

Bold, stark figures melt into oblivion

And reincarnate as apparitions ghostly 

In the grasp of Winter’s outstretched hand.

A soft, white, shroud envelops the turf 

As a snowy dawn brings a transformation

And a cool serenity settles around.

Lively, chattering creatures swiftly emerge

And excitedly busy themselves, shattering the
peace, 

As Winter’s outstretched hand covers the ground.

Anon
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Russ and Becky enjoyed the snow!

AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMP
As you’ve walked down Scar Hill some of you may have
seen – and even heard – our new Air Source Heat Pump,
which we had installed in June 2020, replacing an oil-
fired boiler. It runs on electricity and as we use electricity
from renewable sources it feels good knowing that we
have greatly reduced our carbon footprint. Also, we
think we will save a few hundred pounds a year in fuel
bills.
With much debate about how we can reduce our carbon
footprint in different ways we thought readers may be
interested to hear about our experience of ASHPs,
especially now that we’ve just had a few cold weeks. As
you may know the pump takes heat from the air, which
is absorbed at low temperature into a fluid. This fluid
passes through a compressor, increasing the
temperature, and transfers that higher temperature heat
to the heating and hot water circuits in the house. The
main bit of kit is a large fan outside, in the garden.
Inside we have a smaller piece of equipment and a hot
water cylinder. We also needed to install larger
radiators.  Unlike our previous boiler the ASHP runs 24/7
throughout the winter but gives out a lower ambient
heat.  As we are both semi-retired and at home a lot
(particularly recently!) constant heat has been a boon.
We spent months researching ASHP’s as we had various
concerns. As anticipated the pump is quite noisy, but as
it is sited a few metres away from the house it hasn’t
disturbed us.   In the warmer weather, when we are in
the garden much more the fan only comes on
occasionally, as it is only heating the water.   
Crucially, we didn’t know if the heat pump would warm

our house effectively.  Having got through the brunt of
winter we can now report that it does warm our home
perfectly adequately, although we do need the
supplementary heat of the wood burner on winter
evenings.  While doing our homework we learnt that
ASHP’s only work satisfactorily in well insulated homes
and we invested in a certain amount of internal wall
insulation and secondary glazing which has paid
dividends.

The government is encouraging people financially to
change to heat pumps away from oil.  (Renewable Heat
Incentive) We had to pay up front for the installation but
over a seven year period we will receive more than half
of the outlay back from the government in three
monthly instalments.
Feel free to contact us if you are considering getting an
ASHP and would like to talk it over – and you can see
the outdoor kit by walking down Scar Hill!
Alan and Sue, Jasmine Cottage, Scar Hill.
sueryall52@gmail.com



A RAID?
A blacked-out limousine sped into town.Dusky figures crouched in the back. It reachedits destination and three masked men jumpedout. As they entered the premises, they eachpulled an item from their jacket …………….
They emerged, with ‘Bags for Life’ stuffed withbottles of beer. They were Desperados.(Other beers are available. Ed)

NIGHTMARE ENDING

A sleepless night precedes a dreary Sunday

homily. A hatchment dated 1649 briefly

attracts interest but Hugh’s eyelids droop.

Snooze turns nightmare. On a sawdusted

platform block and axe await. Silence, a roll of

drums .... he wakes, trembling. Sermon over, a

boisterous hymn. No-one hears the oak-

framed device fall or sees Hugh, neck broken

at the very point where a headsman strikes.

Anon

DON’T TRY THIS AT HOME . . .

WHICH ‘F-WORD’ DID YOU MEAN?  

(FROM FRIVOLOUS TO FUNEREAL)
Growing old together sounds romantic, but

getting older is not all fun and frolics.  

Far from being fearless, I’m looking forward to

a future that’s fulfilled rather than fabulous - is

that far-fetched?  Fortune’s favours forbid fried

foods and fitness fetishes freak me out.

Familiar functions falter and finally fail.

Patty O’Dors

OUR FAMOUS 50-WORD MINI-SAGA COMPETITION!
David Homer challenged us to ‘sharpen our creative
writing talents and while away those lockdown hours at
the same time’ by coming up with pithy, 50-word stories.
Here we go then:
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All types of Patios, Garden Restoration Work
Block Paving, Drives, Block and Brick Work.

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE
Dry Stone Walling Specialists

Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend, Horsley, Stroud
Gloucestershire GL6 0PE

01453 836 572    07966 223045

GROOVIN’ WITH MR BOLERO
We all know that vinyl records
have been enjoying a comeback
recently, due to the perception
that their sound reproduction
offers ‘warmer’ tones than a CD or
streamed MP3.  And when you
play a vinyl record you place the
needle on the outer rim of the
record as it spins up, of course.
Well, not always.  There is another breed of vinyl record
which is played backwards (I thought everyone knew this).
Do not adjust your set
You don’t need to modify your record deck, because
‘backwards’ in this case means that you place the
needle on the inner end of the groove, near the spindle,
rather than on the outer rim, and the tone arm moves
outwards as the music is played.
Now these ‘backwards’ records are not very common, in
fact I know of only one piece that has been recorded
this way, and there is a logical reason for this.
The music is Ravel’s Bolero, whose popularity was
boosted by Torvill and Dean’s 1984 Olympic ice-dancing
performance, and one record company made the
decision to record it backwards, or inside-out, because
the music begins very quietly and gradually builds in
loudness throughout until the final shuddering
crescendo.  Because a record rotates at a constant
speed, for every revolution the needle covers more
ground in the outer grooves than it does on the inner
ones, thus the outer grooves are more capable of
preserving a detailed loud sound than the shorter, inner
grooves.  These inside-out records are very rare and
collectible, if you are so inclined!
So random . .
While we are
on the
subject,
another
groove-
curiosity is the
random-song
record.  This
has two or
more songs on
the same side
of the record
which will play
randomly at
different times.
This is because
the spiral

grooves for each song
are ‘nested’ inside one another, each with a different
starting point around the perimeter of the disc. So, if
your record has three songs threaded in the three spiral
grooves it won’t be easy to select which song you get,
it’s just a matter of luck - put the needle down on the
outer edge of the record as usual and any one of the
three songs might play.
Has anyone got one of these?  We would love to know!
by our Guest Music Correspondent ‘Trusty’ Trudger

    

JUG BANDJUG BANDGARDENING CLUB
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Spring is now well underway judging by the cars in the
garden centre car park and the interest in Chris French’s
plant stand at the church ….
Although most of the planned talks this year had to be
cancelled, Mark Rogers did arrange for us to join a
number of excellent Zoom presentations. I particularly
enjoyed ‘Slugs’ by
Adam Pascoe and
‘Rosemary Verey and
Barnsley House
Garden’ by Margie
Hoffnung. 
The AGM on Feb 2nd
was also held by Zoom
and was surprisingly
well attended.
(Perhaps we should do
it by Zoom every year!)
It has been decided
that existing members
need not pay subs for
the coming year. Although this year’s costs, including
the Zoom talks, did in fact eat up most of last year’s
income. However, it is recognised that not everyone
likes ‘meetings by Zoom’- and that we weren’t able to
enjoy as full a programme as usual.   
BGC Programme 2021: There will be no talks in BVH
during the first six months but the plan for September
onwards is to rebook the speakers from Autumn 2020. 
July: An outing to Cerney and Duntisbourne House
gardens using own cars. 
September 5th: Village Show (hopefully!). The
programme detailing entries will be available on Box
Village website shortly.
December 4th: Christmas Party.
Once again, we will be encouraging village youngsters
to get growing. The pumpkin plants last year were
popular but the vagaries of our weather didn’t favour
the final outcomes. This year we will be offering
courgettes (seeds and compost, or young plants, as
preferred). Maybe if children grow the courgettes they
will want to eat them (or possibly earn pocket money by
selling them to their parents!). Anyway, the offer will
come when the time is right for planting.
Beris Hanks
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Lowering
the 

tone . . .

I’m not adding 

last year

to my age -

I didn’t 

use it!

Mum’s working 
from home today



Chairman: Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box 832345  BVH@Box-Village.com

Vice-chairman: Steve Hemmings 832908

Hon Secretary: Booking Secretary: Hon. Treasurer:
Ivy Witts 834347 Jane Storey 836649 Mark Robinson 834202

Committee:
Roger Ogle 839041 Millie Kidson 832095 John & Jane Storey 872430
Sarah Kidson 832095 Ann Nightingale Andrew Dawes 832545
Andrew Pettit 834766 Phil Goodwin 832610 Chris Helps 833868

Chairman: Richard Hughes 885478 BVS@box-village.com
Hon. Treasurer: Anne Rogers 833588

Committee:
Ian Witts 834347 Penny Helps 833868 Steve Hemmings 832908
Alison Pettit 834766 John Storey 872430 Colleen Rothwell 833933

Art Group (co-chairmen)
Jill Harwood  886233 jillharwooduk@gmail.com

Sue Dixon  885252 suekdixon@hotmail.com

Barnabas Painters Alan Hopkins 825665 alan.hopkins733@btinternet.com

Bridge Group Mark Rogers 833588 BoxBridge@box-village.com

Coffee Mornings Daphne Edwards 832283 BoxCoffee@box-village.com

Gardening Club Mark Rogers 833588 BoxGarden@box-village.com

Parish Council Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

Church Convenor Colin French 883223 BoxChurch@box-village.com

Swimming Club Andrew Pettit 834766 BoxSwim@box-village.com

Box Players, Chairman Brian Woosey 832345 BoxPlayers@box-village.com

Box Players, Co-ordinator Jacquie Hanks 836287 jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk

Box Alerts Pauline Temple 07754 890436 boxalerts@box-village.com 

Box News Advertising Lynda Brown 833118 BoxAdvertising@box-village.com

Box News Features Editor Jacquie Hanks 836287 BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Distribution Alison Edmonston 836309 BoxNews@box-village.com

Village Hall Bookings Jane Storey 836649 BVHbookings@box-village.com

Box Bar Andrew Dawes 832545 BoxVigil@box-village.com

Entertainments Roger Ogle 839041 AirG@box-village.com

Website Editor Chris Helps 833868 WebEditor@box-village.com

Website Co-ordinator Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

NB  The Features Editor would be grateful if you could notify her of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.

BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE

VILLAGE CONTACTS
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PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE
(unless otherwise credited): 
Steve Hemmings; Beris Hanks; Victor
van Amerongen; Sarah Holroyde;
Chris Rothwell; Richard Hughes;
Jacquie Hanks; Anne Mustardé; Ros
John; Rob Toon; Sue Gryspeerdt;
Anne Sinclaire Woosey; Martin Smith; Sue
Ryall; Talei Herbert; Peter Smith; Geraldine
Ames; WI Archives and Uncle Tom
Cobbleigh and all. 
Apologies to any snappers we may have
inadvertently omitted.

Luckily, having been involved in a collision, the salt bin has
been massaged back into shape! 

Thanks to Beris Hanks for his skilful manipulations

AIDE MEMOIRE . . 
When things don't turn out quite right, my lovely
wife is fond of telling me I should have "thought
it through".  Good advice, of course.  But how
will I remember next time?
Perhaps an acronym would help - you know, like
KISS - Keep It Simple, Stupid.

So, let's see, Think It Through . . .

During Covid I only need three shops - 
SpecSavers, Boots and Greggs - my life is just 

specs and drugs and sausage rolls.
with apologies to the late, great Ian Dury



ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing,
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904 058866
email:

sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com

web: 

myvillagehandymanstroud.com
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The members of the Art Group have been keeping in
touch through our weekly newsletter, The Rainbow,
which recently celebrated its 50th edition. The Rainbow
is a compilation of photographs of members’ works,
articles, discussions and challenges, combined into a
document which is sent electronically to most of the
members. Those few who are not on-line generally
receive a printed copy.
We have also recently been enjoying zoom meetings,
organised by one of our tutors every 2 weeks. The
format of these varies, and has included presentations
of particular art-related topics, such as the Glasgow
Boys, Trompe l’oeil, and a still life sketching session, as
well as giving the opportunity to see and chat to other
members.

With the improving weather and steady easing of
lockdown, we are looking forward to re-starting the
informal Thursday afternoon outdoor drawing and
painting sessions as soon as we are able. These were
previously all arranged at local venues, though the final
one of last year, lost due to the weather, was based
around Saul Junction.

Like so many other groups, we all miss the company
and stimulation of weekly meetings, and we hope that
we will be able to get together again soon, but the
weekly Rainbow and recent Zoom sessions have helped,
encouraging members to get creative. So we are all
looking forward to our normal sessions in Box Village
Hall, when we will be able to plan our annual exhibition,
probably to be held during this coming autumn.
Membership is currently at 35, with some spaces and a
warm welcome for new members.  If you are interested,
or know of anyone who would like to join our group, or
be a sitter for our Portrait Group, please contact Pete at
peter@lyonspace.co.uk
For more information, check our Facebook page or
email boxartgroupuk@gmail.com.

BOX ART GROUP

Snow Scene, Janet Tarry

Box Stone Stile, Sue Brown
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THE JOYS OF LIVING IN AN OLD COTSWOLD COTTAGE
Anyone who has ever lived in an old Cotswold cottage,
with exposed stone walls, open fireplaces and
surrounded by an unruly garden, is probably familiar
with the odd slug or snail creeping in, and armies of
woodlice secreted away in hidden corners. Our cottage
is partially built into the bank, and over the years this
has allowed us to become hosts to a variety of creatures
great and small. As the children were growing up these
were a source of fascination and learning, and were
cared for lovingly, dispatched humanely if the need
arose, and returned to the wild whenever possible. 

After determining that a baby squirrel had been truly
abandoned, we took it in and made it warm and
comfortable.  We marvelled at its huge ‘hands’ that
grasped at the pipet through which we dispensed
modified milk. It lived for a few days but eventually
succumbed and was given a fitting burial. 

Not long afterwards we heard unusual squeaking from a
disused outlet pipe. This was not mice with which we
are very familiar. We monitored its increasing
desperateness and eventually managed to rescue the
poor creature. It was a baby stoat. However, we did not
think it feasible to try and keep this youngster alive. 

We have had more success with baby birds and those
that have stunned themselves flying into our windows. A
fledgling jay which the
children nurtured while
it was unable to fly built
up enough strength to
falteringly take off and
eventually gain

independence. The
mother blackbird
that took over our
tool shed made a
success of looking
after her four
youngsters without a

partner. The squabs that were inadvertently uncovered
by our front door during hedge cutting seemed to
survive the intrusion, and their parents (stubborn and
dedicated) continued to care for them.

Not long after fitting a wood burner in an open
fireplace, the chimney started to rumble and
reverberate. We ignored it for a while but after three
weeks thought we should take a look. It was not an easy
job to remove the plate that had been cemented in
place! When we finally did, a lot of debris fell out and a
bewildered pigeon emerged into the room. We offered
food and water but it just wanted to gain its freedom. It
flew off into the evening sun, none the worse for its
incarceration. 

Our new printer which was only a few weeks old
suddenly stopped working. When picked up for

examination we heard an unusual rattling so contacted
the suppliers to complain. On packing it up ready for
collection we must have
dislodged an internal part
and a torrent of round
seeds fell out.  It was being
used as a winter storage
facility by a mouse. Mice
are frequent visitors in the
Autumn!  

We often find frogs,
toads and beetles in our
bath. Somehow, they
squeeze through the
extractor fan! Recently I
was putting on my pair
of ‘Covid’ gloves in the

bathroom and I felt a wriggling in one of the fingers. It
turned out to be a dehydrated newt which, once given
water, made a full recovery and was released near the
pond.

With self-sufficiency ever in mind (it doesn’t work!) we
have always kept domestic fowl. Over the years we have
bought and bred chickens, bantams and Khaki Campbell
ducks. Of course, they are a magnet for foxes, badgers
and stoats which have on a few occasions enjoyed a
welcome feast. However, another visitor that we never
imagined would call, was what we thought was a mink.
It took up residence in the chicken shed where supper
was waiting on a
plate! Unusual
sounds,
unexpected
movements and
dead and
distressed
bantams led to
investigations.
We didn’t have
to wait long for
a cheeky, furry
face to appear, totally at ease and keen to be
recognised. Armed with the strongest pair of gauntlet
gloves it was caught. It turned out to be a very good-
looking friendly ferret. Well, what do you do with a
ferret? Yes, we know what Jo Grundy of ‘Archers’ fame
did with his! After deliberations as to whether we should
keep it we came to the
decision that it would
probably be a liability. So, we
took him to ‘Ferret Rescue’
(there is such a place) where
he was pronounced a most
“handsome cob” and
probably someone’s prime
specimen. A happy ending!
A Box villager


