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Front cover - summer remembered! 
This spectacular photo of a rare 
Large Blue butterfly was taken 
on the grassy slopes by  
Dr Emma Whitten - for more 
details please see page 6.

We are excited to announce that an important event for 
Box Village returns in 2022. Box Village Open Gardens 
will take place on 12th June 2022. After a break of six 
years this very special event is back. Villagers generously 
open their gardens to the public: we hope for around 
twelve spread across the village. It’s a lovely day where 
roses are sniffed, cream teas are eaten, a band plays on 
the green and the church is filled with flowers. There will 
be a discovery trail for children, and residents and 
visitors will unite to enjoy the village we all love. The 
event is only possible with the help of many volunteers 
and we will be out actively recruiting nearer the time: will 
you direct car parking, sell the tickets or serve the teas?  

A small steering team has been formed to get the ball 
rolling, led by Mark Rogers, and we are seeking 
volunteers for the following roles: 

1. Someone to organise the Children’s Discovery Trail 
    and bring some representation of our families with  
    younger children to the steering team would be great 

2. A deputy for logistics (principally organising the set  
    up and manning of ticket desks)  

3. A deputy for car parking and signage 

4. A publicity expert – in particular for social media 

Do please contact Mark Rogers (mark@greyroofs.me.uk) 
or me, Talei Herbert on therbert12@gmail.com or 07990 
305717 if you are interested in one of these roles.  

Do also put the word out to friends and 
family to save the date of June 12th 2022 
to join our village, dressed in its summer 
best, for a very special day.  

Talei Herbert 
NB a scaled-down Open Gardens was staged by 
Gardening Club members this summer, but with 
restricted entry due to the pandemic - please see 
back cover for more details and lovely photos.

BOX OPEN GARDENS 
we will be back in full force next summer! 

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY 
All Box residents are Members

It was great to see the Village Show (which is run by 
Box Gardening Club) back again on Sunday 5th 
September having not taken place last year due to 
Covid restrictions.  Once again it was a great success 
with plenty of entries.  The weather was perfect and 
the village hall was packed for the presentation of the 
prizes by the Rector Howard Gilbert. The photographs 
that I took on the day are included in this magazine. 

I am pleased to be able to report some progress with 
Novalis Trust. On 11th October Steve Hemmings and 
I met Thomas Pentzek, who is an employee of Novalis 
Trust and a trustee of Box Community Wood, and 
Graham Barton who is a trustee of Novalis Trust at the 
Halfway Cafe. Graham, whom we had not met before, 
was brought up in Minchinhampton so knows Box and 
the common very well.  We had a good discussion 
relating to the volleyball court, the sports hall 
proposals and the parking difficulties on the common. 
With regard to the volleyball court they agreed to 
look at the fencing again to see if anything further 
could be done to reduce the noise created by balls 
hitting the fence and will report back. There are no 
plans at the moment to build a new sports hall. With 
regard to the parking problems on the common they 
said that they were cognizant of the problem but had 
no solutions to offer. Although board approval had 
been obtained to pay for the cost of surfacing the 
lower parking bay which currently has a turf surface 
which would have permitted more off-road parking in 
the Winter, the National Trust would not permit the 
works to be carried out.  Apparently, they felt that to 
permit the works would infer acceptance of a 
commercial use of the parking 
bay, which should be 
restricted to recreational use. 
Everyone agreed that regular 
meetings served a useful 
purpose, enabling us to 
discuss matters of concern 
and we fixed our next 
meeting for Monday 4th April.  
On behalf of my committee 
and myself I hope that you all 
have a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year. 
Richard Hughes, Chairman,  
Box Village Society
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DECEMBER 
3rd: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH 
4th: Gardening Club Christmas Party, BVH, 7.30pm 
5th: Christmas Wreath Making (Contact Rachel 
Lenane), 6.00pm BVH 
7th: Box Players, A video of the Box pantomime 
‘Goldlayer’. All welcome, no admission fee, 7.30 
BVH  
17th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH  
25th: St Barnabas Church, Communion Service 
with Carols, 9.00am 
JANUARY 2019 
1st: Happy New Year’s Day!  
7th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH  
21st: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH 
21st: Gardening Club AGM 7.30pm and Question 
Time at 8.00pm 
FEBRUARY 
4th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH  
5th: Box Safari Supper – see page 5 for details  
13th: Newcomers’ Party, all residents, especially 
those who are new, are welcome, BVH 12.00 noon 
(see below*).    
15th: Gardening Club, 7.30pm BVH Duncan 
Coombs ‘The splendour of French Gardens’ 
18th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH 
MARCH 
4th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH  
15th: Gardening Club, Thoss Shearer ‘Box House 
and Longfords House - gardens and landscapes’ 
18th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH 
BVS AGM and BVH AGM – look out for posters 
around the village.   
APRIL 
1st: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm  
15th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.30pm BVH 
19th: Gardening Club, 7.30pm BVH Thorold Cox 
‘Peat free gardening’

BOX NEWS - SPRING 2022 EDITION 

Our Spring edition should appear during April  
so if you have material you would like included, 

please give it to Jacquie Hanks  
by Friday March 4th.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
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The Box News team wish  

all Box Residents and their families  

and friends a very . .

. . and all our best wishes for a safe,  

happy and prosperous 

New Year

BACK TO NORMALITY (well…almost) - BOX BAR 
After carefully living very restricted lives throughout the 
summer, it was great to return to a state of near 
normality, marked by the return of Box Bar on the first 
and third Friday of every month. 
The first full reopening of the bar took place on 6th 
August and, despite it having been a rather 
disappointing summer, the first Box Bar was held on one 
of those lovely 
evenings when it 
stayed warm well into 
the night. 
With Covid restrictions 
in mind, Box Village 
Hall Management 
Committee erected 
the marquee over the 
patio earlier this year, and although restrictions had been 
lifted by 6th August, the marquee continued to be 
appreciated by many of the village hall users. 
On a warm, sunny 26th September Minchinhampton 
Walking and Wildlife Group (MWWG) also took full 
advantage of the marquee by holding a picnic lunch 
following their walk through Box Wood guided by Beris 
Hanks, and another guided exploration across Iron Mills 
Common and down through Longfords Mill with 
snippets of local history provided by Bob Common, a 
resident of Iron Mills.

*NEWCOMERS' PARTY - Sunday February 13 
The Newcomers' Party is a long-standing tradition in 
Box.  We have a great community here, and there have 
(in non-COVID times) always been lots of village 
activities throughout the year.  The Newcomers' Party is 
a great opportunity to welcome new residents to Box 
and introduce them to a little of the diverse lifestyle 
Box living offers.  However, it has been two years since 
our last one, so there have been even more newcomers 
than usual (and more excuse for a knees-up!). 
So, everyone, put 13th Feb. in your diary and make it a 
really memorable day for newcomers and established 
residents alike. 



Box coffee morning is back! We have resumed service 
gradually since stopping for lockdown…first we 
gathered on the village green where we brought our 
own chairs and coffee, then we graduated 
to the village hall marquee - again we 
usually brought coffee with us, but the 
weather has now got too inclement and as 
the hall has gradually opened to villagers 
we are back in our usual place and again 
serving coffee and biscuits on a Friday morning 
between 10.30 and 11.30am.   
So come and join us to have a chat, exchange 
gossip, meet fellow villagers etc.   
All for 50p a session! 
We are sorry to hear that the originator of 
the Box Coffee morning Valerie Dowling 
is moving to Bristol but we wish her and 
Brian well in their new home.  They will be 
sorely missed but a big ‘thank you’ to 
Valerie who was instrumental in establishing 
this very popular village amenity.  
The coffee morning is run by a band of villagers so if 
any one not on the current rota feels capable of helping 
out on a Friday morning please let me know!   
And a big thank you to all our current baristas!

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE 

ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON 
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs 

“same great service, great value, great workmanship” 
Local staff and professional, friendly service 

We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability 
•  Discount  MOT  £39.95 
•  Competitive service prices 
•  Convenient location 
•  Free collection 

8.30am - 5.30pm   Monday – Friday 
8.30am - 1.00pm   Saturday 

Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton, 
GL6 9HA 

Call us for quotes on 01453 889207

SALT, Coffee and …. Later, Fish! 
On Tuesday mornings you are in for a treat if you come 
to the village hall car park. We have three services 
calling in for residents during the morning. 

From 8.15 to 9.45am you 
can pick up your bread, 
and croissants and a fresh 
cup of coffee from the Café 
Lada van to take away for 
breakfast or elevenses.  

SALT Bakehouse Ltd. Is a 
local family run bakery in 
Stonehouse producing 
artisan loaves and     
mouth-watering pastries.  
In Box we are lucky to have secured a weekly visit from 
the bakery and inside their van you will find an array of 
tasty, nutritious loaves, made from locally-sourced 
ingredients, and trays of treats. SALT started with a 
sandwich shop in Cheltenham baking in a Georgian 
terrace house and they have expanded and now supply 
cafés, pubs and restaurants.  Their bread has won 
recognition at the Tiptree World Bread awards and Baker 
of the Year 2016 at the BIA Industry awards.  

Our mobile fish service has been running successfully for 
several years now. ‘Pete the Fish’ manages to secure 
really fresh produce for us. He is in the car park from 
11.00am to 12.00pm every Tuesday. Please come along 
and support him too. 4

NONAGENARIAN AT BOX BAR! 
Long-standing villager Ray 
Hayward celebrated his 90th 
birthday during lockdown and 
kindly invited villagers (as 
announced in an earlier edition of 
these pages) to attend Box Bar 
when restrictions were lifted to 
help him celebrate. 
It was a lovely surprise when Ray, 
accompanied by Diana, came to 
Box Bar on October 15th and 
very generously bought drinks for 
all those who were present. 
Obviously we raised a glass to 
him and sang “For he’s a jolly 
good fellow . . .”.  Many happy 
returns Ray and thank you! 

photo by Tiggy Lessner



Bear House, George Street, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7BB 
Tel 01452 770855  Mob 07976 383969  Email nick_miles@btconnect.com 

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk 5

It may be coincidental or otherwise but our congregation on some 
Sundays has diminished slightly since the onset of Covid. At least 
we have no problems socially distancing.  On occasions we have 
had to sing unaccompanied, very tunefully, to very well-known 
hymns.  However, we are gradually returning to normal but we are 
as ever appealing for pianists to join our rota on a monthly basis 
to play four hymns and some introductory music for the 9.00a.m. 
Sunday Service.  

The plants, flowers and marmalade on the stall outside the church 
seem to disappear very 
rapidly. £100 was the 
most recent sum 
banked to help the 
fabric fund.  Many 
thanks to all concerned. 

Sadly, there will be no 
Carol and Crib service 
at Christmas this year.  
In previous years this 
has been a very popular 
event with absolutely no chance of socially distancing.  However, it 
is hoped that there will be a benefice service in Minchinhampton 
Parish Church. 

There will be a Service in St Barnabas on Christmas Day at 9.00 
a.m.  Past experience suggests that there is usually a congregation 
of about 25 which we can accommodate safely. 

There will be no service at St Barnabas on Sunday 26th December. 
(There will be a benefice service at Holy Trinity, Minchinhampton) 

On November 14th at the 9.00 a.m service we began with a brief 
service of remembrance.  The names of those who had lost their 
lives in the 1st and 2nd World Wars as recorded on the memorial 
board were read out. At the end of the service I was asked if I had 
any information relating to Colonel Jack Macnamara, whose name 
is on the board.  Searching my records at home I found that 
indeed I had.  A very interesting character with a local connection!  
I will leave it to Jacquie and Beris Hanks to reveal the details (p.20).  

Colin French

St. BARNABAS CHURCH 
 

Recycle old copies of Box News at our Church 
There is a box in St Barnabas Church in which you 
can leave your copies of the newsletter for others to 
enjoy.  Better than recycling in the bin!  Many thanks.
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EXCITING EVENTS AT OUR LOCAL BANKS 
(grassy banks, that is!) 
Sorry I could not reveal this at the time it was happening 
but this summer I had the great pleasure of witnessing 
the emergence of Large Blue butterflies on the steep 
grassland banks below Box where we "Scrubbers" toil 
away over the winter. As part of the reintroduction 
project which led to the first Large Blues flying over 
Rodborough Common in 2020, the scientists Dave and 
Sarah extended their work to our nearby banks, which 
are all part of Minchinhampton Common. So it was a 
great privilege for me to help in patrolling them in June 
and July to see what if anything emerged! And you can 
imagine how exciting it was when I saw the first Large 
Blues appearing from mid-June. They are not very large, 
about the same size as a Chalkhill Blue, but beautifully 
marked as you can see from the photos. My niece Emma 
Whitten who took the photos had the great good 
fortune to be visiting me from the US at just the right 
time! To avoid too much disturbance of these small sites 
during the critical phase, it was necessary not to 
broadcast the news at the time but we hope there will 
be offspring of this year's adults emerging next time 
round for you to see. Sometimes our "Scrubber" gang 
probably wonders if all our efforts achieve very much, so 
it's nice to be able to demonstrate that yes, they do! 
And in future years it's possible that the species may 
spread even further, though it does have rather 
specialised requirements to breed - it must have the 
right sort of species of ant, plus either thyme or 
marjoram, for its complicated lifestyle, so it's not likely to 
pop up in your garden (sorry!). 
Ros John.  Photos courtesy of Dr. Emma Whitten

FOLLOWING IN VERONIKA’S FOOTSTEPS 
If you are out walking on the Common you may well spot 
a figure in the distance picking up litter. This is our very 
own Veronika Madsen who diligently ‘looks after’ 
Minchinhampton Common for us and has done so for 
many years. Encouragingly she told me recently that 
there did seem to be less litter than in the past, perhaps 
because of lockdown and the resulting restrictions.  
What a lovely surprise then, that when I was out walking 
in the village recently, I came across a pair of young and 
very serious litter pickers who told me they were finding 

quite a lot of litter in Box. Lizzie and Tommy (Carolyn’s 
grandchildren) were on a mission to keep our village neat 
and tidy.  Many thanks to all three of you. 

Photo by a member of the Baptist 
Church, who are very appreciative of 

Veronika’s selfless efforts
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THE MAN IN THE GARAGE 
I came into season on Saturday the 1st of May this year! 
It was a very special day for me with both my boys 
competing with me for the first time at the historic 
Shelsley Walsh - a hidden gem in the heart of 
Worcestershire that has been in use since the very first 
speed hillclimb on 12th August 1905. 

Both Chris and Jonnie have been coming with me since 
they were seven and four years old respectively and to 
have them both racing with me was an emotional day in 
my sporting history. It was to be the first of three visits to 
Shelsley this season all of which passed without incident 
and with individual times getting better at each event, 
ending with a win late in the year. Matron graced us with 
her presence on one occasion, shouting and waving 
encouragement from the spectator stands, much to the 
bemusement of other members of the paying public. 
Bless! 
Roll on a few weeks and Jonnie and I had a double 
header at Prescot Hillclimb at Gotherington, outside 
Cheltenham. To add some fun we borrowed a campervan 
and set up home in the paddock. The day started badly 
with Toon minimus throwing his Peugeot off into the kitty 
litter (gravel trap) giving Toon maximus a tense few 
moments until I was told all was well and no damage 
sustained. Toon minor was not in attendance as he was 
bracing himself for the rigours of wedlock that took place 
on the 26th June. On the day the best man (minimus) 
drove his brother to the church in Painswick in my 
Morgan. The insurance premium for one days cover with 
a maximum of a hundred miles was slightly larger than 
Zimbabwe’s national debt but they did arrive in style 
(with the car smelling hotter than I would have expected!) 
[too much information! - Ed]. 
One week later I headed north to Harewood in Yorkshire 
where I nearly drowned in the appalling weather (no roof) 
and returned home to the arms of my child bride 
disconsolate and grumpy after a disastrous weekend. 
Castle Combe, fast and bumpy, was next and my points 
tally was gradually improving as was my championship 
standing. A win at Shelsley helped further so it was 
forward and on to Loton Park in Shropshire. I took the 
opportunity of taking Jonnie around a few of the older 
hostelries in Shrewsbury that I frequented in my school days. 
Shall we say it was a convivial evening so the early start 
on Saturday morning required considerable effort and 
fortitude.  

(Note to self: never eat a spicy curry when you have to 
wear a one-piece race suit that vents through the neck 
the day after). We had a great weekend with both of us 
producing strong performances and trundling home 
knackered but happy. A return visit to Harewood was 
both dry and successful with a useful points haul helping 
the cause. Jonnie’s race budget had evaporated by now 
so it was off to Wiscombe Park in Devon on my own. This 
is another hill in the grounds of a beautiful old manor 
house set in a valley that looks the same as it did 
hundreds of years ago, really quite stunning. The fast 
tarmac track winds its way across some pasture land and 
then twists and turns up through some woodland to a 
couple of tight hairpin bends and the flying finish. More 
points accrued and a glorious sunny day made the 
journey well worthwhile. Then Goodwood……oh my! 
This historic circuit is so fast that I managed to get the 
old girl off the clock coming down the back straight. It 
shook so much that fillings were loosened and vision was 
blurred, not to mention the requirement for post-event 
additional laundry! However a first place at this venue 
was just enough to win my class for the year and finish 
5th out of 65 in the overall standings.  

The winter strip down (car not me) looms. New 
suspension all round is now the project as some of it is 
forty two years old!  Minimus has now also acquired a 
BMW trials car of dubious vintage for the winter season 
of climbing up muddy tracks. Look out for us coming up 
the ladder on The Clouds event. I have been reduced to 
the ranks of chief bouncer but I cant wait to get stuck in - 
it should be great!  
Rob Toon

PUZZLE CORNER 
Three friends decide to share a bottle of fine wine in a 
French bar.  The bottle costs 30 euros. 
When the time comes to pay the bill, the drinkers each 
give the waiter 10 euros. 
The waiter takes the money to the till, and the bar 
owner tells the waiter to give the customers a 5-euro 
discount. 
The canny waiter takes five 1-euro coins from the till 
and returns to the drinkers’ table. 
As he approaches the table he discreetly slips 2 euros 
into his pocket. 
He then gives one of the three remaining coins to each 
of the three friends. 
Question: how much has each drinker paid for the wine? 
Answer: 10 euros paid minus 1 euro received equals  
9 euros. 
How much did they pay in all? Three drinkers spending 
nine euros each works out 9 x 3 = 27 euros. 
To which we add the 2 euros in the waiter’s pocket. 
27 euros plus 2 euros equals 29 euros. 
But we started with 30 euros - where is the 30th euro?



BOX WOOD UPDATE - December 2021 
Progress by GWT Volunteers 
The “Box Wood Volunteers” have continued to meet a 
couple of times each month, including three sessions 
when their efforts were focussed on the site of the old 
pond, clearing several fallen willow trees that were 
blocking the flow of water. Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
wants the old pond to be a small “wetland area” rather 
than a lake, with more light reaching the ground and 
better access for wildlife that can feed there. It is 
intended to cut back a lot of the brambles and brush 
that has recently dominated the area, and also to fell a 
number of dead ash trees around the perimeter of the 
pond, to further improve access for birds, bats and owls. 

The last volunteer 
session of October 

then moved on to another 
task – that of cutting back 
the scrub that has started to regrow in the area we’ve 
come to know as “the clearing”. In the three years since 
the clearing was first cut back, hundreds of trees and 
shrubs have self-seeded themselves back where they’re 
not required, as the clearing is intended as an area of 
thin, calcareous, low nutrient soil in which wild flowers 
specific to those conditions will grow. 
Whilst walking through Box Wood in October and 
November, it has been fascinating to observe the 
determination that fungi have shown in colonising so 
many areas where wood is decomposing. 

What does the future hold for Box Wood? 
At the trustees’ meeting in September, Thomas Pentzek 
presented a new 
drawing for the 
steps that we 
intend building 
at the bottom of 
the main 
footpath at its 
junction with 
Pensile Road 
(Devil’s Elbow). 
Whilst preserving 
the lovely old 
stone stile, it is 
intended to 
insert a few steps 
and a handrail to 
make pedestrian 
access easier. We 
already have 
permission from 
Gloucestershire Highways to briefly close the footpath 
during the building work, so the community will be 
informed in advance once we have set a date for the 
work to progress. 
At the time of writing, a second oak bench, very kindly 
donated by Roger Ogle, is sitting in my garage awaiting 
installation.  
It is hoped that the JCB digger necessary to cut away 
earth to make way for the new steps will also assist in 
digging two deep holes in the very rocky ground in the 
clearing where it is intended to erect the bench. 
Steve Hemmings8



Planning applications 
Application S.21/1366/HHOLD for an extension and 
alterations to the garage at the rear of Appletree 
Cottage (opposite The Old Box Inn) was submitted in 
June and has since been approved by Stroud District 
Council. 

Application S.21/2009/HHOLD for Willow Cottage was 
submitted in August, requesting permission to demolish 
the entrance and conservatory extensions and to erect 
single storey extensions to the front, side and rear of the 
building. Minchinhampton Parish Council expressed 
considerable concerns regarding the two bedroom 
extension at the front of the building, which it 
considered inappropriate in Box Conservation Area, and 
also the inevitable requirement for additional parking 
that could result from an increase from 2 to 4 bedrooms, 
particularly as Willow Cottage has very limited off-road 
parking. The application was later modified to exclude 
the additional bedroom block and the modified 
application has since been approved. 

Minchinhampton Parish Council 
Minchinhampton Parish Council has recently employed a 
Deputy Clerk, significantly increasing its administrative 
resources. At the time of writing MPC’s offices at the Trap 
House in West End remain closed to the public, but it is 
proposed that they will reopen to the public on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays between 11:00 and 
12:00. Planning and Finance meetings are once again 
being held in the Trap House, but monthly, full Council 
meetings are held in larger premises to offer space for 
social distancing. Agendas and minutes of all council 
meeting can be found on MPC’s website: 

www.minchinhampton-pc.gov.uk 

Minchinhampton town centre is a unique Conservation 
Area and several residents felt that the recently fitted 
LED street lighting was too brilliantly white and 
inappropriate in a Cotswold market town. After extensive 
negotiations with residents and the Parish Council, 
Gloucestershire County Council decided to “pilot” some 
heritage street lamps, to see whether they were more 
acceptable. 

These heritage lamps, known as “Brontë” lanterns, are 
fitted with an LED bulb resembling a gas mantle and 
emit a much softer-coloured light than the modern LEDs 
they replace. Additionally they can be adjusted to 
reduce their brightness as the night progresses. The new 
lamps were fitted in Minchinhampton High Street and 
Market Square at the end of October and I would be 
very interested in the views of Box residents as to 
whether they would welcome similar lighting in Box. 
Unfortunately the cost of fitting heritage lamps would 
not be funded by GCC and so funding would need to be 
found. There is also an issue regarding whether they 
could be fitted at all, as Western Power Distribution, who 
owns the electricity poles on which the present lamps are 
fitted, do not allow heritage lamps on their poles, due to 
their increased weight and possible access problems to 
the electricity cables. They can, however, be fitted to 
buildings where appropriate and, of course, where the 
owner is willing to grant permission. 

Please let me have your thoughts. 

Cllr Steve Hemmings, Minchinhampton Parish 
Councillor (Vice Chairman) - Box Ward. 
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COUNCILLOR’S CORNER 
 

Box News and the 
village website are 

produced by a team 
of half a dozen 
villagers.  It’s 

interesting to read, 
and a lot of fun to 
produce - maybe 
you would like to 

join in and see your 
ideas in print?  The 

only qualification 
you need is 

enthusiasm!  If you 
fancy joining the Box 

News team please 
get in touch with 

Jacquie on 836287 
or John on 872430.

Is Carolyn branching out? Is this a 
new library at Tom Long’s Post to 
cater for the passing traffic and all 
those waiting for our bovine 
friends to make up their minds …
“This way or that Ermintrude?” 

COTTESWOLD NATURALISTS’ FIELD CLUB 
In the new year, the Cotteswold Naturalists’ Field Club 
will be moving its meetings to Box Village Hall.  We will 
meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 2.30 pm, with 
refreshments after 
a talk.   
The CNFC has 
wide-ranging 
interests: from 
natural history and 
the environment, through to antiquities and the cultural 
heritage of Gloucestershire and the Cotswolds.   
We begin the 2022 programme on Tuesday, 18th 
January at 2.30pm, with a talk by Gwilym Davies on the 
composer, arranger and pianist Percy Grainger who 
played a prominent role in the revival of interest in British 
folk music.  You may recall that Stuart Skelton sang 
‘Brigg Fair’ at this year’s ‘Last Night of the Proms’.  
Gwilym will focus on Grainger’s Folksong collecting in 
Gloucestershire and will perform some of the songs.    
On Tuesday 15th February, also at 2.30 pm, Sally Oates 
will talk about ‘Adapting to Climate Change for 
Gardeners’.  Sally is an Artisan Grower & Florist at 
‘Dillycot Flowers’.  Her cutting garden follows organic 
principles, cultivated without pesticides or herbicides, on 
a plot with low water needs.  It is a haven for many 
butterflies and songbirds.   
Visitors are very welcome to our meetings; please drop 
in or contact me on 01452 813228 for more information. 
In a future article, I will tell you more about our other 
activities, including guided walks and excursions. 
Jane E. Rowe



INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS  
LETTINGS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

An established local family firm 
supported by a friendly loyal team 
who all live locally, specialising in 

the sale of traditional country 
properties throughout the 

Cotswolds and the Severn Vale 

Stroud • Minchinhampton • Painswick • Mayfair 

 01453 755552    01453 886334    
01452 814655   0207 467 5330 

sales@murraysestateagents.co.uk 
www.murraysestateagents.co.uk

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH - 
Congratulations Dylan! 
Local resident Dylan Duffy joined Minchampton Golf 
Club when he moved to the village 8 years ago.  

During his early 
years in the 
village Dylan 
was selected to 
play for 
Gloucestershire 
Golf’s U14 and 
U16 teams. 
More recently 
we have 
included his 
successes whilst 
competing in 
golf events at 
Minchinhampton 
Golf Club, however he has just had his most successful 
golf season to date.  

Dylan won 3 Junior Open Competitions during the 
summer at Cotswold Edge, Lilley Brooke and 
Minchinhampton Golf Clubs and was a member of the 
successful Gloucestershire U18 team who went on to win 
the Junior League after competing against Glamorgan, 
Gwent, and Somerset at Wells Golf Club in the finals. 

We wish Dylan continued success with his golf and look 
forward to hearing more successful news next year.

FESTIVE RECIPES - courtesy of Gerlinde 
Braised Red Cabbage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melt the butter in a large flameproof casserole, fry the 
rashers of streaky bacon, fry the onion until soft and 
translucent.  Add the apple and sauté for 1 minute.  Add 
the remaining ingredients, mixing well.  Cover with a 
tight-fitting lid, and braise slowly in the oven until the 
cabbage is tender. Check occasionally to ensure the 
cabbage is not drying out. Top up with a little boiling 
water, if necessary.  
Tip: The cabbage tastes better when prepared a day early 
and reheated the following day.  
Fan heat 175 degrees C, Gas 4 for 1hr - 1.30 mins 
approximately until cabbage is soft.  Serves: 4-6 
 
Cranberry and Apricot Tea Bread 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sift flour, salt, baking powder and bicarbonate into a large 
bowl. Then add sugar, cranberries and apricots. 
Mix well.  Then add remaining ingredients, i.e egg, 
grated lemon rind and orange juice and mix thoroughly.   
Place mixture into a greased and base-lined 900 gr (2 lb) 
loaf tin 
Baking: 180 degrees C, Gas 3/4 or fan oven  
160 degrees C, for 50-60 minutes until golden  
brown. When cooked, leave to cool, then store 
in an airtight container. 
Bon Appetit!
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FLOWER GIRL 
Marissa would like to 
thank everyone who 
bought her cut 
flowers. As you can 
see from the photo 
she achieved her goal 
of sponsoring a Snow 
Leopard for a year!  
The flowers were sold 
from May until the end 
of September. 
Marissa, with the help 
of Nonna Lyn, are 
planning next year’s 
cut flowers! So watch 
this space! 

25gr (1 oz) butter 

6 rashers of smoked streaky bacon 

rinded and cut into small pieces 

Half an onion, sliced 

1 large sharp apple, peeled and sliced 

Half a red cabbage, shredded 

25 gr (1 oz) soft brown sugar 

2 cloves  

1 bay leaf 

50 gr (2 oz) sultanas 

150ml (5 fl oz) vegetable stock 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper

395 gr (14 oz) plain flour 

2.5ml (1/2 teaspoon) salt 

7.5 ml (1+1/2 teaspoon) baking powder  

2.5 ml (1/2 teaspoon) bicarbonate of soda 

170 gr (6 oz) golden caster sugar 

115 gr (4 oz) ready-to-eat dried 

cranberries 

170 gr (6 oz) ready-to-eat dried 

apricots, cut into small pieces 

30 gr (1 oz)  butter melted 

1 medium egg beaten 

Grated rind of 1 lemon  

285 ml (1/2 pint) orange juice



BOX VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK 
During the COVID-19 restrictions, and whilst the Village Hall 
was not in use, BVH Management Committee invited 
residents to use all areas of the Hall’s car park, and did not 
enforce the rules on the types of vehicle permitted to park 
there and the length of time they did so. 
The Hall has since returned to full use, however, with several 
bookings on most days. Already we have received 
complaints from hirers that the parking spaces are almost 
full even before they arrive for their event. Hirers pay to hire 
the Hall, and this includes sufficient parking, especially in 
the area designated exclusively for hirers. 
The Committee now asks that residents return to complying 
with the rules set out on the notice. In summary, these are 
as follows: 
1    The car park is primarily for use by 
hirers, and the area designated for hirers 
near the front of the Village Hall must 
not be used by residents or their visitors 
under any circumstances unless using 
the Hall. 
2.   Residents are, by concession, 
allowed to use the remaining spaces to 
park private cars, but only cars that are in frequent use. 
3.   Parking of commercial vehicles, camper vans, mobile 
homes, trailers, infrequently used vehicles or “hobby 
vehicles” is not permitted. 
4.   Longer-term parking of more than a few days should be 
avoided, and certainly no vehicles should be parked 
continuously for more than 14 days. 
5.   Residents must be prepared to remove their cars for 
special events or when all spaces are required, such as for 
wedding parties and other large gatherings. A notice to 
that effect may be placed on all parked vehicles, and you 
are asked to comply with the request. 
6.   If there are no spaces available outside the users’ 
designated area, please find a space elsewhere in or near 
the village. The designated area is NOT to be used as an 
overflow. 

We are aware that parking is a problem in Box, but you are 
asked to comply with these rules, as failure to do so may 
cause the Committee to further restrict residents’ parking at 
the hall or even to withdraw the concession.  Thank you. 

Box Art Group re-started its Thursday afternoon sessions 
during September after an 18 month break. Safety 
precautions requested by the Village Hall Committee 
were introduced, with hand sanitiser, cleaning, 
ventilation and distancing. Even the tea break was put 
on hold, though members did bring their own flasks. But 
we managed to hold a very satisfactory exhibition from 
8th to 10th October when over 140 visitors viewed the 
members’ work. 
The exhibition offered 82 paintings plus unframed 
mounted paintings and prints and cards for sale. In 
addition, sketches by the portrait group, and work done 
by members during the lockdown were displayed. 
Visitors were invited to vote for their favourite work, and 
David Wordingham’s ‘Under the Red Umbrella’ received 
most votes. 
The frequency of our ‘Rainbow’ newsletter has dropped 
off since the weekly sessions re-started, and the latest 
one (No. 68) described the exhibition. We also held a 
brief Annual General Meeting during October in which 
several items were discussed: the safety arrangements; 
finances; the exhibition; the possibility of more 
specialised workshops; the possibility of additional 
outdoor sessions, weather permitting, on days when a 
group of members can get together; and finally, the 
committee was re-elected by the members. 
As well as the usual sessions every Thursday afternoon, 
we have an informal competition this term on the 
subject of a Christmas card, a printing workshop by one 
of our tutors, and a bit of a social with mince pies 
during the final session of the term.  
Membership is currently at 37, with some spaces and a 
warm welcome for new members.  If you are interested, 
or know of anyone who would like to join our group, or 
be a sitter for our Portrait Group, please contact Pete at 
peter@lyonspace.co.uk 
For more information, check our Facebook page or 
email boxartgroupuk@gmail.com. 
Peter Smith 

BOX ART GROUP

11Under the Red Umbrella by David Wordingham
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JANE PLANEL - 1915 to 2021 
Jane Planel was one of a special generation who saw 
many changes during their lifetimes. Without realising it, 
they contributed to social developments in the latter part 
of the Twentieth Century and the further emancipation of 
women. Jane was born during the First World War in 
Edinburgh where she grew up with four brothers. 
Coming from a middle-class family she attended a 
finishing school in Switzerland and then went on to study 
Interior Design at Edinburgh College of Art. Jane was a 
keen rally driver in her younger years which may explain 
her later involvement with transport during the Second 
World War.  

Jane was called up just before the War started and was 
sent to Glasgow to join the Local Defence Force where 
she became an ambulance driver. Jane told a family 
member that driving was extremely dangerous on foggy 
nights with only pin point lights because of the blackout. 
She said that on Saturday nights she had to take 
intoxicated Glaswegians to hospital after they had 
passed out (some allegedly from overdosing on milk 
through which cooking gas had been bubbled*). During 
the war Jane also worked in the drawing office of a firm 
that made furniture (ammunition boxes for the war 
effort!). She worked for the Young Women's Christian 
Association in west Scotland delivering leisure items to 
women in the Army and this sometimes involved riding a 
motorcycle. She was involved in the censorship of army 
letters including letters from French soldiers who had 
volunteered for the British Army.  Jane also trained to 
strip search women from Northern Ireland which she 
disliked and was glad that she never had to undertake 
the role. She was sent to Southampton and Portsmouth 
and again drove ambulances (some of which were 
requisitioned furniture 
vans). Jane met her 
future husband in 
Southampton. Jane had 
to learn French as Marcel 
was not a linguist and 
wasn't interested in 
learning English. Marcel 
was a French army 
cartographer. He joined the “Free French” as a junior 
officer. He had been wounded at the evacuation of 
Dunkirk in 1940. His map-making work, for which he was 
decorated, was for helping select and map the Allied 
landing beaches in Corsica in late 1943. (He had 
surveyed the island for the French map-making service 
(IGN) before the war.) After being injured Marcel was 
taken to the Royal Victoria Military Hospital at Netley 
where Jane was based. Marcel remained in England and 
towards the end of the war ran a successful restaurant in 
Witney, Oxfordshire serving soups and stews. After 
France was liberated, Jane and Marcel spent time in 
Paris where Jane drove a Ford Pilot with the Allies. The 
YWCA had taken over the top floor of W.H. Smith in 
Paris as a café and Jane organised and supplied meals to 
Allied Army women until 1947. It was during war time, 
when women undertook jobs that were traditionally 
men’s that Jane experienced the varied roles which she 
felt taught her how to relate to people from all 
backgrounds. Her interest in people and love of meeting 

and developing friendships was 
to last throughout her lifetime.   

Marcel was one of many who 
was not just physically 
displaced but also emotionally 
displaced by WW2. He was a 
married man when he met Jane 
and it was to Jane’s credit, and 
typical of her generosity, that 
after he was divorced from his 
French wife, she formed a close relationship with her 
step-daughter, Lillette and subsequently an even closer 
relationship with Lillette's daughter. 

From 1950 Jane and Marcel lived in the New Forest 
where their two children, Claire and Philippe, grew up. 
Philippe reported that they moved there because Jane 
felt a responsibility for her uncle Bungee, a retired 
rubber planter who had lost a leg in Ceylon and was a 
long-term resident at a hotel in the New Forest. A 
ground floor extension was built onto their house for 

Bungee in anticipation of the time when the hotel could 
no longer provide for him. Jane looked after Bungee for 
the final few years of his life as an unpaid carer. Another 
role that she took on was teaching English to foreign 
language speakers.  Jane was a keen tennis player and 
she continued to play into her seventies. 

Philippe recalls that Marcel was “an excellent cook, 
specialising in dishes featuring ingredients that had been 
happily growing or alive just a few minutes previously 
(mushrooms, trout, game). My mum’s cooking was 
sometimes harshly judged and I think this must have 
been very difficult for her. Mum actually baked very well 
but this was not serious stuff in my dad’s eyes. Cooking 
involved the more heroic activity of gutting game in the 
kitchen sink, heaping piles of muddy vegetables on the 
kitchen table (no worktops then) and stoking the Aga 
with enough coal to drive the Flying Scotsman.” 

Sadly, Marcel died shortly after they moved to Weavers 
Cottage, Box, where Jane continued to live for the next 
thirty-five years. She also maintained her love of France 
and would often visit her house in St. Cezaire, Provence. 
She was very generous and would invite villagers to use 
it when she was not in residence.  
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Jane took an active part 
in Box village life and was 
a great supporter of 
events and functions in 
Box. In her later years she 
enjoyed playing scrabble 
with friends and she ran 
French Conversation 
afternoons for local 
residents. Although we all 
knew that Jane ‘did not 
like a fuss’, we could not 
let her hundredth 
birthday slip by and a 
surprise celebration tea 
was arranged in Box 
Village Hall in 2015. 

Jane was lucky to have 
such a loving and 
supportive family who 
visited and stayed often. 
This enabled her to live in 
her cottage until her 
death this year. 

Jacquie Hanks 
* The term “electric soup” has allegedly been used. 
According to wikipedia it is: "(slang) A beverage made by 
infusing milk with town gas, formerly made and consumed 
by tramps and alcoholics in Scotland." 

Thanks to Cynthia Garrould and Chris Law for ‘A Tribute to the 
War work of Box women’. Also, to Steve Hemmings for ‘100 
Not Out!’ (Both have featured in past editions of Box News.

Jane’s 100th birthday party at Box village hall

see page 19 for Jane’s granddaughters’ tribute
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BOX VILLAGE SHOW 
Despite the privations of the pandemic, herculean efforts were 
made by villagers and organisers alike, and it was marvellous to 
see so many families attending - well done everyone!
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RENOWNED JUDGE GIVES US SOME TIPS  
when entering your fruit and vegetables in Box Village Show 
I have had many years as a guest judge and adjudicator 
at village shows and have travelled the length and 
breadth of rural Gloucestershire surveying produce 
displayed by eager, but sometimes misguided, 
gardeners. 
Not too firm or soft 
When I roll up at your Village Hall, I can’t wait to get 
stuck in and sample your fares. I enjoy touching and 
feeling the plump fullness of your labours and smelling 
the intoxicating scents of your offerings. What you 
display to me should be even in size and shape, of 
vibrant colour, perfectly ripe and of course not too firm 
or too soft. How can I resist!  Stems should be straight 
and upright with no hints of wilting. Flowering heads 
should be erect, fresh and radiant.  

Perfection 
Freckles, dimples, spots and callouses cannot be 
overlooked. Beauty and the perfect form are what I 
seek. I check for blemishes by upturning your entry! If 
there is more than one in the class (apples, onions, 
potatoes etc) I look from above to check that the size 
and shape are even.  
Snappy beans 
How wonderful to feel those long evenly sized and 
tender beans in my hand and then to bend and snap 
them in one quick move (the quicker the better). I 
always look to see how much respect you have given 
these green delights. Do not yank them off the plant but 
lovingly caress and cut them leaving a good length of 
supporting stem. Any with large seeds inside, give to 
the wife, and hopefully she will be able to do something 
with them.   
Counting and measuring count 
Mathematics is a compulsory subject at school, so no 
excuses here. I was fourteen when I left school but know 
how to count three courgettes - one, two, three, and 
that a ruler is used to measure their lengths!  
Put away that duster 
If you have a penchant for French polishing you must 
desist. Ignore the temptation to spend the evening 
before the show vigorously polishing your exhibits. The 
judge does not want to see his reflection but only the 
beautiful natural bloom - that is everything.  

Looking their best is essential 
Get rid of unsightly excess hair on the body of carrots 
and beetroot and trim that on the bottoms of onions 
and garlic. Don’t tell the wife but you will need to 
unravel a  toilet roll on which to display your onions. 
Remember to delicately turn down their top-knot stalks 
and tie them with string. Then you can balance them 
carefully on the rounds of cardboard you have cut. 
Judges love stems, so fruit (apples, pears and plums) 
should be placed upside down (on rice or sand to 
secure them) with the stems showing. Garlic should have 
a least two inches of stem exposed! If you are displaying 
herbs they should be freshly cut, lush and have no 
flowers. 

Presentation, presentation, presentation 
“Less is more” when showing your dishes of mixed 
vegetables and fruit. Pick through your produce and 
only choose examples that are fully developed and 
blemish free. Cramming your dish to overflowing with as 
many items as possible will not impress the judge and 
will win you no extra points. Presentation is key. 
Decision time 
I am often asked how I allocate points and decide on 
places. Well, for an amateur show the fairest way is by 
the “least worst” approach. I take off points for breaking 
any of the ‘rules’ above and the remainder of the 
exhibits are judged on their merits (or by who had the 
least points taken off). That means someone always 
wins!  
That’s it, well done for taking part, but make sure you 
put on your spectacles next time. It’s ‘nil points’ for 
ignoring the criteria in the schedule!  
Justin Thyme
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Thinking of changing your lifestyle?  
Find freedom, friends and security in your 
retirement. 
• 2 to 4 bedroom houses; 1 to 3 bedroom  
  apartments 
• Lively community activities 
• Beautifully landscaped gardens and ponds 
• Adjacent to NT Woodchester Park 
Call us on 01453 837700, or visit our website 
woodchestervalleyvillage.co.uk 

WOODCHESTER VALLEY VILLAGE 

“The Cotswold retirement village  
for active people”

A VILLAGE HALL FOR ALL AGES  
(awarded First in Box Village Show 2021) 
Gents in suits and ladies in frocks 
Built a village hall in Box. 
Funds were raised and a field was found 
Up it rose out of the ground. 
The WI had demonstrations, 
The Gardening Club had presentations. 
The ‘Silvers’ sometimes lost the thread, 
Many came the boards to tread. 
The place to come for men in shirts 
And to be seen by women in skirts. 
They came for shows, they came for art 
They came to watch and to take part. 
Parties, shows a jolly time 
We all enjoy the pantomime. 
Through it all the committee sat 
‘Deciding’ what was ‘this’ and ‘that’. 
Blokes in tees and girls in jeans 
Dance like they were all eighteens 
The 20th century receded, 
The village found more funds were needed.  
It seemed the hall was tired and dated 
The morning room was then created. 
Valerie launched the Friday coffee 
A bargain at just fifty p 
The vigil turned into the bar 
To meet and drink without the car 
For concerts backed by Air in G 
The village halls the place to be. 
Pensioners on their yoga mats 
Do downward facing dogs and cats. 
We marked our fifty years, but 
For eighteen months the hall’s stood shut.   
Mark Rogers

Our Village Hall - as seen by Holly 
Holly Jackson won a well-deserved First Prize for her excellent 
drawing of Box Village Hall - she has put all the important 
details in and signed it too.  Well done Holly!

SUEZ CANAL BLOCKAGE  
THREATENS LOCAL  
SMALLHOLDERS 
This startling article was spotted 
in a recent edition of ‘The Week’  
by a worried Box News reader. 
We passionate gnome fanciers  
are now wondering how we  
might have changed since the  
‘gnome clientèle’ were last  
surveyed. 
(to The Week - we hope you  
don’t mind us re-printing this  
story - it really is of vital  
national interest and we could  
not keep our Gloucestershire  
readers in the dark.  Ed). 
We feel sure that the creative  
minds of our readership won’t  
have too much trouble in  
hatching some really corny  
‘gnome’ jokes - answers on  
a postcard please!



Touching tributes to 
Jane Planel from her 
grand-daughters.

TOPICAL TITBITS 

Another 
cutting 

snipped 
from The 

Week. 
It seemed 

appropriate 
to include it 
in this issue 
as we have 

so many 
energetic 

young 
Halloweeners 
in the village.
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MAY CONTAIN NUTS . . .
‘THE GLAMOUR BOYS’ - reviewing a relevant book 
I have recently come across an important book that 
relates both to Box and to crucial events in British 
history. The book ‘The Glamour Boys’, is by Chris Bryant 
MP. It features Canon John Herbert Sharp (1887/8 – 
1950), a previous wealthy owner of Box House, and an 
extensive group of gay MPs and 
their friends who did much to try 
and alert the British establishment 
to the true nature of the Third 
Reich. Although some of this group 
were initially sympathetic to the rise 
of Hitler’s Germany, they became 
aware, over time, of its evil nature 
and the increasingly harsh 
treatment of gays, and religious 
and ethnic minorities. They then 
worked tirelessly to influence 
Britain’s stance and to strongly 
oppose Appeasement – often at 
considerable risk to themselves given the legal and 
societal attitudes towards homosexuality at that time.  
Canon Sharp was Archdeacon to South East Europe. He 
was married with three children but was also gay. He 
was seen in the village as a flamboyant character and 
wealthy benefactor. For instance, he owned a large boat 
and recruited Box youth to help crew it on a voyage 
along the south coast while he followed their progress 
from his chauffeur-driven car (notes by local historian 
Malcolm Jones, c.2001, in private archive).  

Sharp had a long-term homosexual 
relationship with the politician Jack 
Macnamara (1905-44). The two 
men took a close interest in 
German political developments 
and made several trips to Germany 
(including labour camps, a 
Nuremburg rally and a Berlin 
Olympics ceremony) as guests of 
the Nazi authorities, while also 
taking in the gay nightlife of Berlin 
and Hamburg. At least one of 
these trips was made also in the 
company of Guy Burgess.  Sharp 
and Macnamara were initially not 

unsympathetic to Nazism, but their views changed after 
an official visit to Dachau in 1937 where they saw many 
homosexuals and clergymen (as well as Jews) interned.  
It is unclear how frequently Macnamara visited Box 
House but he was guest of honour at a charity fête and 
gymkhana there in 1936 (possibly with Burgess in tow). 
Philippe Planel, Jane’s son, observed, “I didn't know 
about Canon Sharp, it’s quite an eye opener. Once you 
scratch the surface, even a village as small as Box 
reveals itself to be a microcosm of national life, from 
right wing (until they visited a concentration camp) gay 
clerics to the founders of the Fabians”.   
The book, ‘The Glamour Boys: The Secret Story of the 
Rebels who Fought for Britain to Defeat Hitler’ 2020) is by 
Chris Bryant MP and published by Bloomsbury 2020. The 
ISBN is 978-1-5266-0171-1. Photos taken from the book. 
Beris Hanks



All types of Patios, Garden Restoration Work 
Block Paving, Drives, Block and Brick Work.

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE 
Dry Stone Walling Specialists

Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend, Horsley, Stroud 
Gloucestershire GL6 0PE 

01453 836 572    07966 223045 

WHEN I WAS YOUNG I WANTED TO  
PLAY THE GUITAR BADLY. 

After fifty years of practice,  
determination and blood, sweat  

and tears I’m proud to say that I can 
now play the guitar really badly.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED . . 
. . how that old TV favourite The 
Old Grey Whistle Test came by its 
curious name? 
Well, if you’re sitting comfortably 
then I’ll begin. 
It all started in a tall building in 
New York’s Tin Pan Alley - the Brill 
Building on 49th Street in midtown Manhattan, just north 
of Times Square.  If ever there was a ‘music factory’, the 
Brill Building was it.  This tuneful hothouse was home to 
dozens of professional songwriters (think Gerry Goffin 
and Carole King, Lieber & Stoller, Burt Bacharach, Bobby 
Darin), record producers (Phil Spector, Lesley Gore), A&R 
men and of course, prodigiously talented musicians (Neil 
Diamond, Sonny Bono, Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons, 
Neil Sedaka, Dionne Warwick, The Drifters to name but a 
few). They laboured night and day to churn out hit after 
hit - but of course, some of those many emerging songs 
fell by the wayside - and that is where ‘The Test’ came in. 
Apart fom the 
musical talent, the 
Brill Building 
employed an army 
of janitors and 
cleaners - mostly 
senior citizens -  
who were known 
affectionately by 
the musicians as 
‘the old greys’.  
The janitorial staff 
would move 
around the eleven 
floors of the huge 
building, cleaning 
and polishing, 
humming along 
and whistling 
happily.  As songs 
evolved they would hear the same riffs again and again, 
and the really catchy ones would stick in their minds. 
Record producers and promo staff learned that they 
should listen to which songs the cleaners whistled most, 
and these would be identified as the most promising - 
they had passed ‘the old grey whistle test’, would receive 
heavy promotion and most likely become chart hits. 
by our intrepid reporters Paquita Khryspth and Hugh Jörgen

JUG BANDJUG BANDEQUINE FRIENDS 
Recently walkers may have noticed two equine friends 
grazing on Iron Mills Common and now helping to keep 
down the scrub and herbage on the east side of the ‘W’. 
As you may have guessed they are particularly hardy 
types which have evolved to deal with this type of diet.  

The grey pony is a Connemara.  This breed originates 
from the Connemara region in County Galway, where it 
first became 
recognised as a 
distinct type. 
These ponies are 
strong, sturdy 
individuals and live 
in the very harsh 
landscape that is 
found in western 
Ireland. Historically 
they were used on 
farms to plough 
land and pull carts that carried peat, rocks and seaweed 
They were also ridden. It is said that the Connemara may 
have developed from Scandinavian ponies that were 
brought to Ireland by the Vikings. 

The strawberry roan is a Dartmoor pony. The breed has 
been in England for centuries and is used in a variety of 
roles. They can be found semi-feral grazing on Dartmoor 
where they are subject to extreme weather conditions 
and inhospitable terrain. It also is a strong, resilient 
breed, and has been used as a working animal because 
of its stamina. It is a small pony and was used by tin 
miners and quarrymen. 

These two 
are part of 
the herd 
which can 
normally be 
seen on 
Minchin- 
hampton 
Common. 

Jacquie 
Hanks
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GHOULS, GHOSTS - and all things creepy in Box 
On Sunday 31st October (Halloween) the village was 
throbbing with little feet following a trick-or-treat 
trail. There were over twenty venues that could be 
visited, with an array of spooky, spine-chilling 
displays. By the end of the evening, buckets, bags 
and witch’s hats were overflowing with goodies.  

Lest we forget,Halloween is a contraction of  
“All Hallows Evening”,‘Hallow’ being a holy 
person, saint or martyr. It is the day before All 
Saints Day (November 1st). Halloween is the time 
in the liturgical year dedicated to remembering the 
dead,and in some parts of the world families 
gather to keep candlelit vigils and visit the graves 
of those members who have passed 
away, taking gifts of flowers. 

Thanks to Rachel Lenane who once 
again undertook arrangements and 
circulated a very helpful map. A big 
thank you also to those residents who 
entered into the spirit of the occasion 
and helped contribute to a very 
enjoyable evening for the little and 
big children of Box.
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LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Minchinhampton 
Monday 2.00pm - 4.30pm 
Tuesday 10.00am - 12.00pm, 2.00pm - 4.30pm 
Wednesday CLOSED ALL DAY 
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY 
Friday 10.00am - 12.00pm, 2.00pm - 4.30pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 12.00pm 
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Nailsworth 
Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm 
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY 
Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm 
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY 
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 6.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm 
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Box 
Monday - Open all day and all night 
Tuesday - Open all day and all night 
Wednesday - Open all day and all night 
Thursday - Open all day and all night 
Friday - Open all day and all night 
Saturday - Open all day and all night 
Sunday - Open all day and all night24

The recent biography of Richard 

Drew, who invented Sellotape, 

has been attracting rave 
reviews: 
“I couldn’t put it down” 
“Stuck in my mind for ages” 

But not everybody was as 
impressed: 
“Frustrating book to read  - I 

just couldn’t find the beginning.”

Lowering 
  the  
tone . . . WHAT IT MEANS TO BE BRITISH 

A British newspaper recently asked readers  

"what it means to be British?". It was 

 left to a Swiss reader to explain: 

Being British is about driving in a  

German car to an Irish pub for a  

Czech beer, then grabbing an Indian  

curry or a Turkish kebab on the way home, to sit on 

Swedish furniture and watch American shows on a 

Japanese TV while his Filipino wife drinks wine 

imported from Chile but made by Australians. 

He buys a holiday home in Spain, skis in France, 

fancies Swedish birds and has a Romanian au-pair. 

But the most British thing of all?  

A deep suspicion of anything foreign.



Chairman: Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box 832345  BVH@Box-Village.com 

Vice-chairman: Steve Hemmings 832908 

Hon. Secretary:                                  Booking Secretary:                             Hon. Treasurer: 
Ivy Witts                  834347               Jane Storey              836649              Mark Robinson           834202 

Committee: 
Roger Ogle             839041               Millie Kidson             832095             John & Jane Storey     872430 
Sarah Kidson           832095               Ann Nightingale                                 Andrew Dawes            832545 
Andrew Pettit          834766               Phil Goodwin            832610             Chris Helps                  833868 
                                 

Chairman:                                 Richard Hughes       885478                      BVS@box-village.com     
Hon. Treasurer:                        Anne Rogers           833588 

Committee: 
Ian Witts             834347         Penny Helps            833868                      Steve Hemmings           832908
Alison Pettit       834766         John Storey            872430    Rachel Lenane-Young    RachelLenane@hotmail.co.uk  

Art Group (co-chairpersons)
Jill Harwood  886233 jillharwooduk@gmail.com 

Sue Dixon  885252 suekdixon@hotmail.com   

Box Bar Andrew Dawes 832545 BoxVigil@box-village.com 

Box News Advertising Sally Moreland BoxAdvertising@box-village.com 

Box News Features Editor Jacquie Hanks 836287 BoxNews@box-village.com 

Box News Distribution Alison Edmonston 836309 BoxNews@box-village.com 

Box Players, Chairman Brian Woosey 832345 BoxPlayers@box-village.com 

Box Players, Co-ordinator Jacquie Hanks 836287 jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk 

Bridge Group Mark Rogers 833588 BoxBridge@box-village.com  

Church Convenor Colin French 883223 BoxChurch@box-village.com 

Coffee Mornings Daphne Edwards 832283 BoxCoffee@box-village.com   

Entertainments Roger Ogle 839041 AirG@box-village.com 

Gardening Club Mark Rogers 833588 BoxGarden@box-village.com 

Parish Council            Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com 

Swimming Club Andrew Pettit 834766 BoxSwim@box-village.com  

Village Hall Bookings Jane Storey 836649 BVHbookings@box-village.com 

Website Co-ordinator Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com 

Website Editor Chris Helps 833868 WebEditor@box-village.com 

 

 

NB  The Features Editor would be grateful if you could notify her of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.

BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE

VILLAGE CONTACTS
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ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN 
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing, 
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote 

Call: 07904 058866 
email: 

sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com 

web:  

myvillagehandymanstroud.com

26

 
PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE  
(unless otherwise credited):  
Richard Hughes; Brian Dowling; Jacquie Hanks; Beris Hanks; 
Philippe Planel; Steve Hemmings; Andrew Dawes; Mark and 
Anne Rogers; Geraldine and Chris Ames; Anne Mustardé; 
Rachel Lenane; Samantha Jennings; John Storey; Talei Herbert  
and Uncle Tom Cobbleigh and all.  Many thanks to you all, and 
apologies to any snappers we may have inadvertently omitted.

THRILLS AND SPILLS! 
It’s not long ago that we reported that one of our local 
ladies had taken to the air, in spectacular fashion!  This 
was of course the indefatigable Kirsten Pobjoy, veteran 
of many a Box Players pantomime (a highly dangerous 
pursuit at the best of times).  As you know, Kirsten 
calmly clambers aboard a high-performance aerobatic 
bi-plane and takes to the sky - not in Business Class, but 
perched up there on top of the wing.  She is a ‘Wing 
Walker’ with the AeroSuperBatics team, based at 
Rendcomb, near Cirencester. 
Kirsten was in the news recently when, en route to a 
display at the Bournemouth Air Festival, her aircraft 
developed engine trouble and was forced to ditch in 
the Solent.  The pilot threaded his forced descent 
carefully between the chain ferry and the many craft 
sailing in the crowded waterway, and 
fortunately there were no serious 
consequences.  Kirsten, it was reported, was a 
little shaken but definitely not stirred!

ROCOCO & Co. 
On Tuesday 16th November – Dominic Hamilton (Director of the Rococo 
Gardens in Painswick since 2015) gave an illuminating talk about the 
origins, decline and recreation of these unique gardens - the only fully 
restored original garden of this type in the country. Made possible by a 
painting from 1754, the story of the restoration of the gardens gave us 
fascinating insights into the lives of the upper middle-class in the first half 
of the eighteenth century. Thanks to the efforts of many over the last 40 
years it is now a thriving independent trust primarily financed by the sale 
of cake at the café (and other visitor spending). Mark Rogers. 
Please see Forthcoming Events for  the Gardening Club Programme 2022.



As Autumn turns to winter, work in the garden lessens 
and there is time, maybe, to plan ahead for next year: 
what to grow; possible projects to implement; how to 
increase the benefits of the garden while reducing the 
amount of maintenance required. 
Our Autumn Programme has included: 
Sept 6th 
Bob Brown of Cotswold Garden Plants gave a very useful 
talk, focusing on plants worth growing (and plants not 
worth the time or space). This talk, available to us at our 
‘sister club’ Amberley, was a real treat. Opinionated but 
helpful and great fun, Bob also came with a wide array of 
fantastic plants.  
Sept 21st 
‘Growing Native Orchids’ by Wilson Wall. Wilson owns a 
company that propagates British orchids and has also 
written a comprehensive book on the subject. An 
inspirational and informative talk.  
Oct 19th 
‘Growing from Seed’ by our very own Chris French. A 
real hands-on demonstration of both seed growing and 
of taking cuttings. Chris also illustrated her 
experimentation with different media for bringing on 
seeds and discussed the pros and cons of various 
composts. She also brought along a good range of 
seasonal and reliable plants for sale and some members 
took away seeds that Chris had collected from her 
garden to ‘have a go’.   
Nov 16th 
‘The Rococo Gardens’ by Dominic Hamilton. 
Unfortunately, I missed this one but hopefully someone 
has taken notes (especially as we have our own historic 
gardens to discover in Box Wood). If you have never 
been to The Rococo gardens in Painswick it is a must at 
any time of the year but particularly at snowdrop time.  
Our much-anticipated Xmas Party is 4th December and, 
into 2022, the AGM and Gardener’s Question Time on 

Fri 21st Jan, will, 
once again follow 
on from a Box 
Bar night as we 
find it helps the 
AGM business 
side to move 
expeditiously and 
aid the flow of 
questions to our 
panel of 
gardening 
experts.  
Our advice 
service… 
Talking of 
gardening 
questions and 
advice… the 
Garden Club is 
keen to recruit 
new members 
but recognises 
that many 
potential joiners 

have young children 
and may find it difficult 
to attend the monthly 
evening meetings. With 
this in mind we offer an 
advice service where 
you can call on 
experienced local 
gardeners, who are well 
used to our particular 
soil/microclimate and 
who know many ways 
to ease maintenance 
and reduce some of the 
faff.  
Other benefits include 
our programme of talks 
and visits,  discounted 
seed orders – and of 
course, the renowned 
Christmas Party. 
Beris Hanks

GARDENING CLUB 
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Beris shows the way with his  
prodigious sunflower

Mark and Anne Rogers’  
beautiful terracing

not forgetting  
Geraldine’s gorgeous 
gourds . . .
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OPEN GARDENS IN BOX -  
supporting a tradition 
There is a fantastic tradition of gardens and gardening 
in Box and a special event took place in the village on 
22nd August. Five of our keenest gardeners agreed to 
share the fruits of their labours with villagers and their 
house guests, and to continue this strong gardening 
tradition that is part of Box. More than fifty people 
enjoyed a warm summer afternoon experiencing the 
delights of the different gardens, taking in the 
wonderful views over the village, and picking up 
valuable gardening tips. The gardeners at 
Twelvetrees, Ghylls, Laburnums, Long Cottage and 
Box House were on hand to discuss what they do or 
have done, and when they do it and why. It offered an 
opportunity for less experienced gardeners to meet 
and chat with them, and others with green fingers to 
compare notes and exchange ideas. Box residents 
have traditionally opened their gardens to the public 
every three years since the 1980’s and raise money to 
support our village hall and other charities. Long Cottage

TwelvetreesTwelvetrees

Box HouseGhyllsGhylls


