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BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY
All Box residents are Members
In my last editorial in the summer edition I expressed
the hope that by September we would be returning to
something like normality but sadly that wasn’t to be as
controlling the virus has proved to be very difficult. I
hope that by the time you read this, we will have at
least some of our freedoms back.
For a short period of time after the easing of the first
lockdown, Friday coffee was held on the village green ,
socially distanced of course, but when the limit of 6
people only was introduced this enjoyable meet up
had to stop. Before this happened Mark Rogers the
Chairman of the Box Gardening Club was able to use one
of the coffee mornings to present the Banksian Medal,
given by the Royal Horticultural Society and normally
awarded at the Village Show, to Chris French. Her
sterling efforts organising the sale of plants, etc were
greatly appreciated by all and raised almost £1,000.00
towards the cost of re-gilding the spire of Box church.
When we heard that Steve Hemmings had been
awarded the BEM for services to the community, we
hoped that we could make the presentation into an
occasion for the community to come together and
celebrate but the rule of six prevented this. Instead the
presentation by the Lord Lieutenant was a relatively
quiet affair but I was privileged to be one of the six
people at the ceremony. After the presentation we
were able to raise a toast in champagne to HM the
Queen and to Steve. It was a disappointment that the
community of Box could not be there but we all
resolved that when the restrictions are finally lifted we
would have a party to celebrate Steve’s award.
The Village Society has invested in a batterypowered hedge trimmer so that we can better fulfil
our duties to the Parish Council in maintaining Box
Village Green and the main footpaths in the centre
of the village. I must thank Ian Witts who
immediately sprang into action by cutting back the
hedges overhanging the main footpath Ieading
down into Box Wood when this was raised.
We have not been able to arrange a further meeting
with the two trustees of the
Novalis Trust and our
suggestion of a Zoom meeting
was turned down. We were
able to achieve some progress
with the siting of an ‘Unsuitable
for wide vehicles’ sign on land
belonging to Novalis Trust
adjoining the Halfway café.
This has been agreed by
Novalis Trust and it is now with
the Highways Agency. Steve
Hemmings will pursue this
through his Parish Council
contacts.
On behalf of the Village
Society, I hope that, whatever
restrictions are in place, you
will all have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Richard Hughes, Chairman,
Box Village Society

The Box News team wish
all Box Residents and their families
and friends a very
Merry Christmas . .

. . and all our best wishes for a safe,
happy and prosperous
New Year
So many of us have
had to resort to Zoom
in order to hold our
essential meetings.
Here are some of the
Box Village Society
committee members
‘Zooming’

BOX VILLAGE HALL
The decision to close
Box Village Hall,
while not taken lightly,
was clearly our only option at the
time: safeguarding the health of our users, Hall
workers and the village population in general was
paramount, and Lockdown made it unavoidable.
Deciding when and how to re-open was far more
difficult, and required all the members of the Village Hall
committee to think long and hard about the balance
between safety, practicality and re-instating the amenity
of the Hall for its users.
Sanitising and thorough cleaning was clearly essential,
and top of the list when we considered what measures
we would have to take. Clear and obvious signage was
necessary to remind users about social distancing and
hygiene, and provisions for ‘Track and Trace’ would have
to be put in place.

Santa’s route through Box Village

We are indebted to
GRCC (Gloucestershire
Rural Communities
Council) for the very
professional and
comprehensive support
and guidance they
gave us as we inched
our way towards reBox Village Hall committee
opening - we took part in
members at a Zoom session
several county-wide Zoom
meetings in addition to the
online meetings held by the BVH committee.
An assessment of our typical users showed us that we
could open the hall safely to certain groups, and we
decided to re-open the hall on 5th October, with a set
of special terms and conditions to accommodate the
pandemic circumstances. Of course, Lockdown 2 has
forced the closure of the hall again, and we will continue
with our safety provisions when lockdown is lifted and
we consider re-opening for a second time.
We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to
this process, including the committee members,
cleaning and maintenance staff, our regular hirers (who
have shown great patience and consideration) and
GRCC, with a special mention for Millie and Jane for all
the work they put in; also Chris Helps and Donna, who
has pulled out the stops to adapt her cleaning routine.
We look forward to a time when we can all enjoy this
fabulous village amenity again without restriction.
Chris Ames

BOX NEWS - SPRING 2021 EDITION
Our Spring edition should appear during April so
if you have material you would like included,
please give it to Jacquie Hanks or
Brendan Clements by Friday March 19th.
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Mark Rogers (Chairperson) presented Chris with the
Banksian Medal 2020 for her hard work and dedication
in growing and donating plants and preserves to the St
Barnabas Church Spire Appeal.
Thanks to Daphne Edwards, Chris Ames and Brian
Woosey who in their own ways made these gatherings
possible. We are not currently meeting but look
forward to normal service being resumed when we are
allowed!

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE
During the fine weather of the Summer, after
Lockdown 1, Friday Coffee decanted from the Village
Hall to the Village Green. Participants brought along
their own chairs and cups and sat at two metre
distances to enjoy a chat, and coffee and biscuits
dispensed by some of our regular baristas.

On one such socially distanced ‘get together’ Chris
French received a surprise award from Box Garden Club.

ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs

“same great service, great value, great workmanship”
Local staff and professional, friendly service
We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability

•
•
•
•

Discount MOT £39.95
Competitive service prices
Convenient location
Free collection

MATT’S SECRET WEAPON
Once a vaccine becomes available, the
government is determined that as many
people as possible are innocculated.
They have come up with an ingenious
method to entice even the most ardent antivaxxers - for a sneak preview turn to page 26!

8.30am - 5.30pm Monday – Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm Saturday
Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton,
GL6 9HA
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Call us for quotes on 01453 889207

ASH TREE FELLED IN VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK

THE TELEPHONE BOX LIBRARY
Our trusty librarian Carolyn reports that the Telephone
Box Library has been well used during both lockdowns,
and that there is now a
children’s section which is a
welcome addition.
She thanks villagers for all
their support.
New, well looked after
books are always sought
but please do not leave
DVDs, old and worn-out
books or anything else in
the library. Disposal of
these items causes
problems for Carolyn.
Keep on reading …

Carolyn says . .
“Just a few lines to say a big thank you to
everyone who has contributed to the library.
Without you there would be no library!!
I am so pleased to see how much it is used - which
makes it all worthwhile.
I really enjoy being Box librarian and hope to
continue in my new career for some time to come!
Many thanks again and keep the books coming.”
Carolyn Dolan

Bear House, George Street, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7BB
Tel 01452 770855 Mob 07976 383969 Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk
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PUMPKINS PROLIFERATE!
Well not exactly! The summer season this year wasn’t
the best for growing pumpkins or any kinds of squash.
Getting the young plants established was difficult.
They needed a lot of watering in the early heat of
spring, protection from slugs, and from one account,
the untimely destruction by a badger.

a very proud grower with
Peter Pumpkin!

THE SKARD
A FAMILY P
UMPKIN
SAGA
We plante
Limecroft. Th d the pumpkins at
fast, but then ey grew very happily and
we
put them in p had to move house so w
e
ot
them. They w s so we could transport
en
t
to
ou
r
gr
andparents’
house, but th
ey
pots and star did not seem to like the
One of them ted to droop and wither.
grew
eventually man longer and longer and
pumpkin abou aged to grow a small
t the si
Sadly it got ea ze of a grapefruit.
ten by a slug.
The other 3 gr
ew along the
patio a little bi
but did not p
ro
t
they all eventu duce any pumpkins then
ally died. We
know why th
still do not
watered them ey died because we had
once a day ev
they still died ery day, but
.
Edward Skard
a (Aged 11)

preparing the plot for the pumpkins!

Some of the young
gardeners who took part in the Garden Clubs ‘grow a
pumpkin event’ had successes. If you remember from
our last newsletter Beris Hanks grew pumpkin seedlings
and any villager (parents and grandparents) could collect
a plant to grow with their children or grandchildren.
Here are some of the successes:

Can you spot the
pumpkin? Beautifully
formed. Size doesn’t
matter.

“Eat it now!”

at least one is grown from the Box Garden Club seedlings!
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￼
Well not exactly
a pumpkin but
impressive all the
same.
The parsnip was
grown as part of
a home
schooling
outdoor project.

but the council is continuing with most of its usual
business and holding its meetings using video
conferencing.

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER
The application for the conversion of the barn at Box
End Farm into office space has not progressed since
Gloucestershire Highways submitted a recommendation
in August that the application be refused. This was on
the grounds that the development would not be
“sustainable” in the manner required for a rural office
development, and that the access road (Box Lane) was
unsuitable.
The decision date for the application by Beaudesert
Park School (S.19/2730/FUL) to construct an all-weather
hockey-pitch with an artificial surface enclosed within a
metal fence in the area of grassland previously known as
Box Smallholdings, Common Road, Hampton Green was
extended yet again until November. Stroud District
Council commissioned their own report from a
Landscape Consultant which concluded that the
application was flawed, and at the time of writing it is
believed that the application will be considered by
SDC’s Development Control Committee for a final
decision.
The application published in March (application
S.20/0513/HHOLD) to demolish the garage at Woodvale
Cottage (off the footpath below the Village Green) and
to erect a two storey rear extension is still awaiting a
decision whilst various matters are further investigated
by SDC’s planners, including the flow route of a spring
and also nearby trees. The original plans have been
significantly revised and the new proposals are under
consideration.
Application S.20/0877 was submitted in April for a porch
extension, replacement of all cottage windows and
relocation of pedestrian access at 1 Holly Tree Cottages.
Minchinhampton Parish Council supported these
changes and SDC granted planning permission in July.
Minchinhampton Parish Council
Throughout the various Coronavirus restrictions
Minchinhampton Parish Council’s offices at the Trap
House in West End have remained closed to the public,

Telephone messages can still be left on 01453 731186
and will be picked up from time to time, but it is
recommended that anybody wishing to contact the
council more urgently does so by emailing the Clerk:
clerk@minchinhampton-pc.gov.uk
There is also some useful information, including the
minutes of council meetings and updates on the
council’s activities, on MPC’s website:
www.minchinhampton-pc.gov.uk
The council is increasing its use of its Facebook page
and also hopes to return to the publication of its
newsletter Tom Long’s Post when conditions are more
favourable.

Cllr Steve Hemmings, Minchinhampton Parish
Councillor (Vice Chairman) - Box Ward.
CAPTION COMPETITION
Sally Morland
reported that
her friend Em
Birch had lost
a Herdwick
sheep
somewhere
in Box. It
had escaped
from its
enclosure,
but was
located next
day in Peter
Morris’s field
by a helpful horse.
This charming story
deserves a witty
caption, so, answers
on a postcard
please!
Thanks to Jan Dryden
for the photo

PUMA ON THE LOOSE IN BOX
A puma escaped from Beehive garden one
night and a plea was put out that anyone
finding it should TAKE GREAT CARE and call
them to arrange collection. Needless to say,
the puma was forlorn without its partner.
Another dusky singleton of an un-named
genus was spotted on the lawn of Box House
but sadly it was not a suitable mate. A
sandalis vulgaris was also seen at Tunnel
House but it was too quick to be captured
on camera. Since then a fine specimen of
clogus purpurea has been discovered at
Pepperpot House. For identification
purposes please see page 11 and if you
know anything about these strange goingson please let the editorial team know …
7

Man with many keys in pocket complicated existence.
Man with one key in pocket simple existence.
Man with no keys doesn’t have
an existence, he has a life.

Old Cheshire proverb

THE LONDON (VIRTUAL) MARATHON
COMES TO THE COTSWOLDS
After a roller-coaster year,
Melanie Marchant (Box),
Juliette Carpenter (on ‘the W’),
and Hifsa O’Kelly (Cheltenham)
finally ran the London
Marathon. Originally planned
to take place in London April
2020, it was postponed to 4th
October, and later re-designed
as a ‘Virtual’ on home ground.
The postponement meant an enduring summer of training
to maintain fitness levels – no mean feat through the ups
and downs of the year and juggling home schooling –
proving both mentally and physically testing.
For Melanie and Juliette it
was their first Marathon
experience. Mel had
competed in only half
distances several years
previous and for Juliette a
single 10k event.
Mel was introduced to running
in 2017 by her close NCT
friends who strong-armed her
over a tipsy New Year gathering to sign up for the
upcoming March Bath Half. In a state of zero fitness, she
relished the challenge and rose to it. The endorphins kept
her wanting more and she’s now proud to have 3 half
marathons, 1 full marathon and 2 hilly Minch 10ks under
her belt.
Juliette has always enjoyed
running, and taking part in
the London Marathon has
been a life-long dream since
her twenties when she lived in
the capital city and witnessed
the electric atmosphere of the
event from The Embankment.
Her original goal was to mark
a milestone birthday by taking
part herself and finally, after several years without securing
a place through the ballot, 2020 was the year! Juliette
decided to raise money
for a charity close to her
heart, The Royal British
Legion.
Her husband currently
serves in the military and so
far, she has raised over
£1800 for this fantastic
cause. Her father (in his
75th year) competed in
the second-ever London marathon in 1982 and also
accompanied her during the Virtual event for a lap or
ten to commemorate the 40th anniversary. What a legend!
On race day, Mel, Juliette & Hifsa were greeted by Storm
Alex. Teeming with rain and
strong cold winds, they opted
to kick-off their endurance
event along the semi-sheltered
Stroud cycle path. 13.1 miles
were accumulated from
Woodchester to Eastington,
doubling back through Ebley
Mill, then to Nailsworth and
returning to Woodchester, with
the plan of driving up Culver
8
Hill and resuming the final 13.1

miles around the Common.
Panic struck when pausing the
distance tracking app at the
car! Mel’s phone suddenly
died. Without registering the
distance, she wouldn’t be
eligible for the much desired
marathon medal. So, the uphill
drive turned into a scurried
return home to sort the mobile
out which thankfully did the job.
Juliette was greeted by her father to begin the second 13.1
leg, and by her husband and 3 children. This was the first
time Juliette's husband, Paul, had run in almost a year since
rupturing (and re-rupturing) his
Achilles, so emotions were
high. Mel and Hifsa were also
joined by their families and a few
amazing Box supporters who had
braved the elements. Running
5 laps around the Minchinhampton
school area with family and friends
alongside was a real pick up and
kept the running spirits high at a
time when the cold, wet and muscle
fatigue was hitting hard.
Closing in on the 26.2 miles
came with increasing pain and injury,
but after much determination and soul
searching the finish line was in sight.
The Old Lodge pub and a well
deserved glass of bubbles! What a
day... what a journey…
Melanie Marchant
Sidney is one of our youngest Box residents who we hope
you will be able to support. A charity has been set up to
help with the costs of providing Brain Therapy for Sidney.

EVERYDAY SCENES IN BOX
We are quite used to seeing cows wandering through
our lanes and munching on the hedgerows, but it is a
treat to see Alfie (or Francis) and his friends visiting.

Mark Robinson’s
topiary sets a
good example

GRANNY’S HOUSE
(during Covid 19)
Granny’s House was full of excitement.
Granny’s House was full of life.
Granny’s House was a little untidy.
Granny’s House was rosy and noisy.

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS
LETTINGS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

An established local family firm
supported by a friendly loyal team
who all live locally, specialising in
the sale of traditional country
properties throughout the
Cotswolds and the Severn Vale
Stroud • Minchinhampton • Painswick • Mayfair

01453 755552 01453 886334
01452 814655 0207 467 5330
sales@murraysestateagents.co.uk
www.murraysestateagents.co.uk

But suddenly Boris told us to ‘stay at home’…
Granny’s House became quiet and calm.
Granny’s House is sad and lonely.
Granny’s House is now immaculate.
Granny’s House is seldom happy.
The sun came out so we were able…
To make Granny’s Garden a place of fun.
Granny’s Garden is full of life
Granny’s Garden is full of colour.
Granny’s Garden is where we plant seeds.
Granny’s Garden is where we enjoy ice cream.
Granny’s Garden is where I helped put up a tent.
Granny’s Garden is where I learned to skip.
Granny’s Garden is now the ‘new normal’.
9 Annabel Roberts, age 7

HONOURING COMMUNITY SERVICE:
Steve Hemmings BEM
On Friday October 9th a very special ceremony took
place in Box Village Hall. Unfortunately, due to the ‘rule
of six’, the occasion was not advertised and many of us
who would have liked to have been there to cheer
heartily were unable to do so. Only a limited number
could witness Steve’s investiture. However, the rest of us
would like to thank you, Steve, for your huge
contribution and service to the well-being of the
community of Box for over 40 years.
Whenever a volunteer is needed or a villager requires
assistance, Steve is always there. He has been an
unselfish supporter of all activities in village life: helping
with setting out and clearing up after village events
and taking on many roles and responsibilities. Over the
years he has been a Box Fireworks volunteer, an Open
Gardens organiser and volunteer, and an organiser of
Arts in Rural Gloucestershire events. He has helped run
the Computer Club and Village website and is
responsible for organising the Box Village Green
mowing rota. Steve is currently a serving member on
Box Village Hall Management Committee, Box Village
Society Committee and the Editorial Team of Box News.
He is also our Councillor for Box on Minchinhampton
Parish. He is a volunteer Warden for Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust in Stuart Fawkes Field and a very active
volunteer and Trustee of Box Community Wood.
These selfless acts have been noted by many Box
residents but Roger Dakin (ex-resident) instigated the
formal recognition and it was fitting that he agreed to
come back to the village to be the Master of
Ceremonies at the presentation of Steve’s BEM medal
and certificate.

photos by Brian Dowling 10

Steve was invested with great dignity and Sarah pinned
the medal to his lapel. The small gathering toasted HM
the Queen, the Lord Lieutenant Edward Gillespie OBE
and Steve Hemmings BEM. He has a letter from the
Cabinet Office detailing his privileges.
Roger Dakin writes: “Naturally, Steve, being a modest
man will always say that he has been supported by the
community, but the community will say that Steve’s
exemplary leadership commitment and enthusiasm is
worthy of their approbation. Steve will also say that
Sarah’s support and encouragement made all his efforts
worthwhile.”
Congratulations Steve, you certainly deserve your BEM.

TEE UP!
Despite the COVID lockdown restrictions imposed on sport this year, one of
our younger residents, Dylan Duffy (The Studio) had a wonderful golf season.
Dylan, who is a member of the Gloucestershire Golf Union under 16s team,
won the Men’s Club Championship (nett prize) held at Minchinhampton Golf
Club, with two very low rounds of 68 and 69. Two weeks later Dylan went on
to win the Junior Club Championship (gross prize) with two rounds of 75. This
year his handicap reduced to 3.1 and Dylan has been invited to trial for the
Gloucestershire Golf Union under 18s team over the winter months.
To top the year off he was awarded the Alan Dickie Courtesy and Conduct
Award by Minchinhampton Golf Club. Well done Dylan!

BOX VILLAGE HALL IN LOCKDOWN
Thanks to the sterling efforts of our talented gardeners
and maintenance volunteers, our village hall continues
to look immaculate, despite the strictures of lockdown.
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Wildlife scare from page 7

BOX GARDENING CLUB
Visit to Bourton House, August
Covid 19 has wreaked havoc with the Box Gardening
Club programme this year. None of our monthly talks
since February, no Open Gardens and no Village Show.
So, it was smiles all round when a large group of
members and partners met at Bourton House Gardens
near Moreton-in-Marsh in the middle of August. Many
of us had not seen each other for months so it made the
outing all the more special. We had picked a glorious
day weatherwise and the gardens were magnificent.
They had been grown and tended to look at their best
in late summer just when most gardens are beginning to
look a bit sad and tatty around the edges.
As we were unable to use our usual coach, we all came
independently and met in time for coffee. Rumour has
it that some of us were still there at teatime – these
gardens were a plantsman’s paradise and there was just
so much to see! The garden was split up into different
areas or rooms, each with a distinctive style, from formal
topiary to flamboyant herbaceous borders overflowing
with exotic planting. A favourite of mine was the white
garden – so calm and easy on the eye.
In addition to the main garden there was an interesting
arboretum with a pleasant walkway past a huge variety
of specimen trees. Many of us stopped here for a wellearned picnic, whilst the rest of us took advantage of
the tasty offerings in the magnificent barn.
We left with lots of inspirations and ideas for our own
gardens, and thanked our lucky stars that we had not
chosen to go on the next day when it bucketed down
with rain all day.

Biddy Hadfield
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WOODCHESTER VALLEY VILLAGE
“The Cotswold retirement village
for active people”

Thinking of changing your lifestyle?
Find freedom, friends and security in your
retirement.
• 2 to 4 bedroom houses; 1 to 3 bedroom
apartments
• Lively community activities
• Beautifully landscaped gardens and ponds
• Adjacent to NT Woodchester Park
Call us on 01453 837700, or visit our website

15

woodchestervalleyvillage.co.uk
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I would like to thank everyone who has sent in
photographs of their achievements during and since
lockdown. As you are aware the Box Village Show
had to be cancelled this year but it is wonderful to
see a selection of the amazing results of what you
have produced in your gardens and also in other
areas akin to the show schedule.
Thank you again,
Liz Hughes, Show Secretary
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MORE OF THOSE SMASHING PUMPKINS!
For those of you who asked: “What are you going to do
with those?” We are glad to report that they were
eagerly taken in by ‘The Long Table’, Brimscombe Port,
Stroud. The combined weight of the giant pumpkins
was 122 pounds. Beris Hanks, needless to say, had some
difficulty lifting the larger of the two and putting it in the
car!
The ‘Long Table’ is a community kitchen and canteen
that you can, in normal times, visit and enjoy food for £5
(or on a ‘Pay-As-You-Feel’ basis). It produces food and
delivers meals
for people who
need them. It
also serves the
community by:
offering
hospitality
apprenticeships
for young
people; various
training
workshops; and
by using locally
grown produce
therefore
supporting
‘shorter, less
carbonintensive food
17 chains’.

BOX WOOD

The trustees of Box Community Wood have two more
projects which they hope to complete in the coming
months; the first being the provision of a bench seat in
the clearing for those who wish to rest their weary legs
or simply sit and take in the beautiful surroundings.
Another very generous donation towards this has set the
ball rolling, but the location requires that we select a
very robust seat that will not easily rot or suffer damage,
so further fund raising is required to reach the target.
The second project is a vital but particularly costly one,
to build a set of stone steps leading into Box Wood
from Devil’s Elbow (Pensile Road). These will provide a
safer and more negotiable entrance into Box Wood than
the present stone stile at the bottom of the public
footpath, which is attractive but demands some
considerable agility to clamber over. One of our
trustees, Thomas Pentzek, has kindly drawn a design for
the steps but it is clear that these will need careful
construction to avoid obstructing the highway or
weakening the adjacent wall. We have yet to obtain a
quotation for the work but it is already clear that this will
be our most expensive project to date, for which reason
the trustees are hoping that some further donations will
be offered to help achieve this particularly worthwhile
project.
Finally, some less
happy news.
Covid19 has brought
a lot of disruption to
many people and
organisations. One of
those organisations is
Gloucestershire
Whilst volunteering activity in Box Wood has been
Wildlife Trust, which
severely restricted, interest in the woodland has only
has been unable to
increased and, during the last few months, Box
carry out all of its fund raising activities and has thus had
Community Wood has received several donations and
to reduce its staffing levels accordingly.
pledges contributing towards its various planned
One consequence of this is that George Griffiths, their
projects. The first of these was to rebuild the stone
South Cotswold Reserves Manager, is leaving the
walling either side of the gate between Box Wood and
Wildlife Trust, having been faced
Iron Mills Common. This had been and unsightly
with redundancy. Whilst we were
entrance to the woods for many years but, thanks to two
very pleased to learn that George
very generous donors, the walling has been much
has found alternative employment
improved and, in combination with a kissing gate
based in his home county of
donated last year, has become a much more attractive
Oxfordshire, all the volunteers will
entrance for locals and visitors.
be very sorry to lose George as the
Reserves Manager, having given so
much time and personal dedication
to improving Box Wood and
motivating all the volunteers to help
achieve such remarkable results over
the first three years of its community
ownership.
On behalf of the local community
we would like to thank George for
his friendship as well as his
exceptional contribution to the
improvement and development of
Box Wood, and to wish him, his
family and of course his dog Dot a
healthy and successful future.
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Steve Hemmings
Volunteering in Box Wood recommenced in October,
albeit under strict Covid19 guidelines, and so the
groups are much smaller and some volunteers have
been disappointed to find that there just wasn’t the
capacity to accommodate them. Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust (GWT) has introduced a volunteer booking system
so hopefully everybody who wants to will eventually get
an opportunity to take part.
Despite GWT being unable to offer volunteer work
parties during the summer, a few determined souls set
about pulling up the smaller but nevertheless persistent
crop of Himalayan Balsam; the intrepid Anne Rogers and
Sarah Hemmings donning their thorn-proof gloves and
clothing before wading through the brambles into the
pond area to uproot some particularly vigorous
specimens.

A CHANGE IN THE SKYLINE: DEMISE OF A GIANT
Sad news: the ash tree at the top of our garden is
infected by Ash Dieback and has to come down. This
majestic tree must be quite old; it was already there
when Daisy and John Wood moved in in the beginning
of the 1960s.
It can be seen from
far away when you
walk over the
Common: it sort of
waves to you and
says “Look at me!”.
This photo shows
that the tree is
already in an “Ash
Dieback” mode,
the crown looks thin and scattered.
We hope that the lime tree (to the left of the ash) will
have more light and space when the ash comes down.
This photo shows a
view of the tree
seen from Scar Hill.
The lime tree can
be seen more
clearly on this
picture; let’s hope it
gets more space
and will fill in the
void. The ash was taken down at the end of October ’20.
Demise of a Giant - update
Our ash tree is no more than a stump now. In the
morning, the firm trusted with taking the tree down
came, and they finished the job by the next evening,
apart from some clearing up. We had contracted with a
small local firm (Quercus, based in Avening) and they
did a brilliant job at a reasonable price.
Taking down such a large tree is much like a reverse
puzzle: you have to know what to do first in order not to
be hampered at a later stage. So, there was a lot of
climbing and roping done, as can be seen on some of
the photos.
We have left the main trunk of the tree standing, like an
ancient pillar, a monument to the tree that was. It would
have been very costly to have had it removed
completely, but over the coming years we hope that the
stump will become home to lots of insect and plant life.
V. & V. Madsen, Woodland Cottage

St. BARNABAS CHURCH
As the days grow dark and dismal, the re-gilded spire of
St Barnabas church seems to gleam more brightly.
The residents of the western end of the village are
probably the chief beneficiaries of the view.

An unexpected outcome
of the pandemic is that
the church is often full on
Sunday mornings. It is not
that as in the days of the
plague centuries ago
people flocked to church.
It is simply that because of
the need to maintain
social distancing, we have
to spread out. Our usual
congregation of a dozen
fits in comfortably.
However, on Harvest
Sunday in October we had
a congregation of 18!
Happily, we manage to fit
everybody in, maintaining their bubbles whilst observing
the appropriate distancing. We were grateful for all the
gifts of food which were donated to the Stroud Food
Bank.
Although we were in "lockdown" on Remembrance
Sunday, a brief service was conducted in St Barnabas
Church led by the Reverend John Hunnisett together
with one member of the congregation and a wreath was
laid in front of the memorial to those from the village
who lost their lives in the two world wars.
Arrangements for Christmas services cannot follow the
usual pattern. There will be no Carol and Crib Service.
However, the church will be decorated as usual
complete with a crib. There will be a service at
9.00a.m. on Christmas Morning and we will do our very
best to maximise the space available.

man at work

nearing the end
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INNOVATION AT SPRING COTTAGE!
Having moved from Box in 2004 after 25 very happy
years living there, I like to keep up with the village news.
How thrilled I was to see my old bedroom at Spring
Cottage peeping out from the luxuriant greenery on the
cover of the August 2020 newsletter! While many of
those villagers who would have remembered me have
since sadly died or likewise moved away, I thought
people may be interested to know my story since
settling in the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park.
Spring Cottage was the
birthplace of the company we
founded ‘Benson Viscometers
Limited’. In 2003 I married
Bernie Benson, retired from my
career in social services
management at Cheltenham
General Hospital and prepared
to move to far flung West
Wales. We needed more space
to develop the business, and a
move nearer to
the sea while
still young and fit enough to do so and
to an area which offered more value for
money seemed a sensible decision
Bernie is an innovative design engineer,
and was given the challenge by a
consultant haematologist at Cheltenham
to design an automated blood plasma
viscometer, as there was nothing on the
market at the time. The plasma viscosity
test gives a scientifically accurate
indication of how sick a patient is and
whether or not their inflammatory
condition is improving.
With Bernie slaving away round the
clock in the attic at Spring Cottage, our
first viscometer went to market in 2000.
We now have viscometers in around 50
hospitals across the UK and Ireland.
Since lockdown in March we have
succeeded in remotely installing a
viscometer at a prestigious centre in
North America, which is generating
increasing interest from other US sites
and just this month led to a second
order which again we have installed
remotely. During lockdown we have
taken on new staff, additional premises,
and we are developing new analysers:
most exciting of all, we are collaborating
with UK hospital laboratories
undertaking research into the correlation
between a raised plasma viscosity result
leading to a more severe reaction to
Covid-19 that will necessitate treatment
with oxygen or artificial ventilators.
So, far from the retirement I had
anticipated, we have become busier
than ever in ‘Little England beyond
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Wales’, while the trickle of people moving west has
become a torrent! If you are interested in reading more
detail about the work we are doing, do look at our
website www.bensonviscometers.com
I shall continue to follow life in Box with interest, and
with gratitude for the opportunity inspired by Spring
Cottage and Cheltenham General Hospital, which has
allowed us not only to succeed, but to do something of
benefit to world health and for which we are justifiably
very proud.
Julie Benson (previously Hiscock)
West Williamston, Pembrokeshire

WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH ALL THAT TURKEY?
LEFTOVER TURKEY PIE RECIPE
Ingredients
2 Whole leeks
1 large onion
5 tbsp butter
1 tbsp of plain flour
300 ml either chicken or
vegetable stock
300 ml double cream
50 gm cheddar cheese
1 tsp salt

1 tsp black pepper
1 tsp chilli flakes
2 tbsp of sage
2 tbsp of parsley
1 tbsp of Dijon mustard
Lemon juice
Puff or short crust pastry
1 egg for egg wash

Method
1. Melt 4 tbsp of butter and two table spoons of flour
and cook until slightly golden brown
2. Gently add your stock and all the spices and simmer
for 2 minutes
3. Then add double cream and gently stir until nice and
thick
4. Take the pan off the heat add the cheese and let it
melt
5. Sprinkle sage and parsley
6. In a separate pan put a table spoon of butter and
cook your leek and onions for 2 minutes until cooked
7. Add your leftover turkey or any vegetables mix well
with white sauce and put in a baking dish
8. Sprinkle a handful of peas for colour and texture
9. Cover with puff pastry and egg wash 10. Cook for
half an hour until golden brown.
Top tip: serve with green salad or buttery mashed
potatoes.

Email: madhusrasoi@gmail.com
'TIS THE SEASON TO BE MERRY and go online . . .

LEFTOVER TURKEY TREAT
Ingredients
2 tbsp of oil
1/2 tsp cumin
1 large finely chopped onion
4 freshly chopped tomatoes
1 tsp salt
1 tsp sugar
1/2 tsp turmeric

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1 tsp ginger
1 tsp garlic
1 tsp green chillies
1 tsp Garam Masala
2 tbsp parsley/sage
Lemon juice
A dollop of ketchup

Method
Heat the oil in pan on medium heat
Add cumin seeds and let them pop
Add chopped onions and sauté until translucent
Add the freshly chopped tomatoes alongside all the
spices and cook until oil comes to surface
Add a dollop of ketchup and squeeze lemon juice
Add the turkey and heat for 5 minutes
Sprinkle sage to garnish and serve hot as turkey is
already cooked.

Tel: 01453 755934 or 07861288068

from their bottle shop, where you can grab one of their
organic cotton beanies to keep your head warm, too.
Woodchester Valley Wines :
Box folks are known for enjoying a bevvy or two – and
www.woodchestervalleyvineyard.co.uk
our two favourite local award winning tipples Stroud
Tel: 07523 967 219
Brewery and Woodchester Valley Wines have stepped
up to the plate. Rest assured your virtual Christmas is
For wine enthusiasts, having our own vineyard whose
just a click away!
wines are winning awards (not easy in this over flushed
market) is a double bonus. This Christmas, choose from
Santa would be proud, and no doubt his sleigh will be
Sparkling Cotswold Classic, Reserve Cuvée and Rosé
extra merry due to all the online deliveries (no names
Brut, still whites and rosés, plus their “highly
mentioned) he will need to make to certain Box
anticipated” Pinot Noir 2018. Order 6 bottles or more,
residents. (Okay Lynda, take it easy now. Ed).
and delivery is free locally. Bottles come gift wrapped:
If Boris lets us out in December both will welcome you
you can click and collect from the cellar door, operating
with socially-distanced arms. Until then:
normally Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm.
Stroud Brewery : www. Stroudbrewery.co.uk
Old fashioned shoppers like me can also buy them from
Tel: 01453 887122
their stall at Stroud Farmers Market on December 12th
Apart from having my favourite slogan - “Don’t panic,
and 19th and also on Wednesday the 23rd for last
it’s organic“ - Stroud Brewery have masses of different
minute shopping.
offers online for a whole range of their canned and
But that’s not all. WVW have just launched their new
bottled beers – free delivery for orders of £35 and over.
virtual all-season wine club (click on ‘Shop’ on their
Their bottle shop is open Friday and Saturday, 12am website) complete with virtual tastings and an
6pm, for you to buy and collect direct. Finally, bag-inopportunity to find out more about how the vines are
box beer has arrived! Supplied in 5/10/20 litres, order
grown and wine is made. What’s not to celebrate?
on their website on Wednesdays for collection Fri & Sat21 Lynda Brown

ENTER OUR 50-WORD MINI-SAGA COMPETITION!
Thanks to David Homer

DON’T TRY THIS AT HOME . . .

Here’s a challenge for you: sharpen your creative writing
talents and while away those lockdown hours at the
same time. There’s a bottle of wine waiting for the
author of the winning entry! Maximum length of 50
words, and remember: Box News is a family audience!
Here are a couple of examples to give you the idea.
Have fun!

LOCKDOWN

Midnight. The
y crawled sile
ntly, fearing th
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e
s of sweat, ha
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gripping the
precious boxe s trembling,
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whispered sig
r the
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came. Wire cu from the darkness. The si
gnal
tters snipped
. He lifted the
wire. She pus
hed the boxe
s under. An
emotional vo
ice. "Thanks
for the Jaffa C
Mum, Dad!"
akes
David Homer

RUDOLF

’ cried the
is drunk again,
‘Prince Rudolf
shed and
g his words, flu
Queen. ‘Slurrin n’t let him succeed you on
ca
stumbling! You
a disgrace!’
s
e’
H
the throne!
the King,
child,’ replied
y
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e
‘H
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fear we have no ign, dear.’
‘I
.
lly
fu
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so
re
lf-the-Red-Nose
must let Rudo
Anne Brookes

PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE
(unless otherwise credited):
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Steve Hemmings; Richard Hughes;
Jacquie Hanks; Beris Hanks; Steve
Hemmings; Brian Dowling; Mark
Rogers; John Storey; Sam Skarda;
Penny Helps; Lutia Searby; Lucy
Roberts; Donald Duffy; Rachel Bowrey;
Vagn Madsen; Rachel Lenane; Laura
Harris; Alice Banks; everyone who
contributed to our Virtual Village Show
and Uncle Tom Cobbleigh and all.
Apologies to any snappers we may have
inadvertently omitted.

MORE ENIGMATIC LYRICS

GARDENING CLUB
A new venture?
On 12th November a number of members of the Club
joined visitors from 6 counties at a Zoom presentation
by Adam Pasco, former editor of
Gardeners World magazine
organised by the gardening club
at Northwood Green in the
Forest of Dean. We have had
other offers of such presentations
and they give us the opportunity
to hear more distant and possibly
more expensive speakers.
Adam Pasco
The committee will be considering
whether to put together a programme of presentations
for the early part of next year.
Mark Rogers

st
high mi
h
g
u
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r
th
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Low sun main on the tre
es re
Few leav g dew on grass
Mornin

Sun setting lo
w ahead
Makes spots
when my eye
s close
And the leav
es turn gold

rrace
Puddles on the te
and overcast sky
Cold grey damp
n snooze
Sunday afternoo

Haiku by Mark Rogers

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE
Dry Stone Walling Specialists

Procul Harum then . .

All types of Patios, Garden Restoration Work
Block Paving, Drives, Block and Brick Work.
and now

Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend, Horsley, Stroud
Gloucestershire GL6 0PE
01453 836 572 07966 223045

JUG BAND

Most of us from the ‘Baby
Boomer’ generation will remember
the Procul Harum smash-hit Whiter
Shade of Pale. This was their
debut single, released 12 May
1967, reaching number 1 in the
UK Singles Chart on 8 June 1967
and staying there for six weeks (it
reached no. 5 in the US) - music by Gary Brooker and
Matthew Fisher. We also remember Keith Reid’s
mysterious lyrics:
We skipped the light fandango, Turned cartwheels
'cross the floor, I was feeling kinda seasick . . .
Who could forget? But did you know that there are
further complete verses that didn’t make it onto the
record? Well, here they are:
She said, 'I'm home on shore leave,'
though in truth we were at sea
so I took her by the looking glass
and forced her to agree
saying, 'You must be the mermaid
who took Neptune for a ride.'
But she smiled at me so sadly
that my anger straightway died
If music be the food of love
then laughter is its queen
and likewise if behind is in front
then dirt in truth is clean
My mouth by then like cardboard
seemed to slip straight through my head
So we crash-dived straightway quickly
and attacked the ocean bed
Got that? Strange enough for you?! You can practice
singing it in the bath tonight!
by our Music Correspondent Patty O’Dors, with thanks
for this lyrical gem to Michael Damian Brooke Baker
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DON'T PULL YOUR PUNCHES, JUST TELL IT LIKE IT IS!
This message was circulated around Box in September no names, no pack drill!
“There is an aggressive cow in the Village . . do not
approach.”

Lowering
the
tone . . .
SOCCER BALD
Fans of the soccer team Caledonian Thistle FC, from
Inverness, enjoyed a hilarious surprise recently when
the robotic camera - programmed to keep the lens
trained on the soccer ball using Artificial Intelligence
- kept mistaking the linesman's shiny bald head for
the ball (IFL Science reports).
The result was that angry (or amused) soccer fans
persistently lost track of the game because the
camera kept swiveling to zoom in on the hapless
official's hairless head!
This can all be seen in a video uploaded to YouTube
(bonus points for the well-chosen soundtrack):
youtube.com/watch?v=9zoJP2FkpgU

SOUNDS LIKE BOLONEY TO ME
Stockpiling was frowned upon in many
communities, but nevertheless in parts of
Germany there has been a run on
sausages and cheese, resulting in severe
shortages of these favourites. A
spokesman in Bavaria decried the antisocial practice as a “Wurst Kase scenario”.

Mr Brown is in the garden sawing wood and hammering
nails when Mr Green looks over the fence. “Afternoon
Mr Brown, how’s it going?” he says.

Man asks the shop assistant
"Where can I find the potato
clocks?"
Assistant replied, "Potato clocks,
sir? I'm not sure what that is."
Man explains "The last time I
was late for work, my boss said
I'd get there by nine if I got a
potato clock."

HERE WE GO AGAIN!
This isn’t the first time
we have had a global
pandemic. There was a
worldwide flu infection
in 1918 and it killed
around 50 million
people around the
world. People were
advised to make and
wear masks, just as we
are today.

“Oh, not bad, not bad,” replies Mr Brown, turning back
to sawing his wood.
“I’ve not seen Mrs Brown for a while, everything okay
with her?” asks Mr Green.
“No, she’s been laid up with that new coronavirus,
hasn’t she,” says Mr Brown, hammering in another nail.
“Oh, is that her coughing?” asks Mr Green.
“Don’t be daft lad, it’s a garden shed.”

SNAKES ALIVE!
Grass snakes are
still about in Box.
This one has been
spotted on the
road and on a
driveway in Box. It
is an unusual
colouring and
possibly quite rare.
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BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman:

Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box

832345 BVH@Box-Village.com

Vice-chairman:

Steve Hemmings

832908

834347

Booking Secretary:
Jane Storey
836649

Hon. Treasurer:
Mark Robinson

834202

839041
832095
834766

Millie Kidson
Ann Nightingale
Phil Goodwin

John & Jane Storey
Andrew Dawes
Chris Helps

872430
832545
833868

Hon Secretary:
Ivy Witts
Committee:
Roger Ogle
Sarah Kidson
Andrew Pettit
Anne Hughes

832095
832610

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Hon. Treasurer:
Committee:
Ian Witts
Alison Pettit

Richard Hughes
Anne Rogers
834347
834766

885478
833588

BVS@box-village.com

Penny Helps
John Storey

833868
872430

Steve Hemmings
Colleen Rothwell

832908
833933

Jill Harwood

886233

jillharwooduk@gmail.com

Sue Dixon

885252

suekdixon@hotmail.com

Barnabas Painters

Alan Hopkins

825665

alan.hopkins733@btinternet.com

Bridge Group

Mark Rogers

833588

BoxBridge@box-village.com

Coffee Mornings

Daphne Edwards

832283

BoxCoffee@box-village.com

Gardening Club

Mark Rogers

833588

BoxGarden@box-village.com

Parish Council

Steve Hemmings

832908

SPH@box-village.com

Church Convenor

Colin French

883223

BoxChurch@box-village.com

Swimming Club

Andrew Pettit

834766

BoxSwim@box-village.com

Box Players, Chairman

Brian Woosey

832345

BoxPlayers@box-village.com

Box Players, Co-ordinator

Jacquie Hanks

836287

jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk

Box WI

Anne Hughes

07725 525451 BoxWI@box-village.com

Box Alerts

Pauline Temple

07754 890436 boxalerts@box-village.com

Box News Editor

Brendan Clements

887376

BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Advertising

Lynda Brown

833118

BoxAdvertising@box-village.com

Box News Features Editor

Jacquie Hanks

836287

BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Distribution

Alison Edmonston

836309

BoxNews@box-village.com

Village Hall Bookings

Jane Storey

836649

BVHbookings@box-village.com

Box Bar

Andrew Dawes

832545

BoxVigil@box-village.com

Entertainments

Roger Ogle

839041

AirG@box-village.com

Website Editor

Chris Helps

833868

WebEditor@box-village.com

Website Co-ordinator

Steve Hemmings

832908

SPH@box-village.com

VILLAGE CONTACTS
Art Group (co-chairmen)

NB The Editor would be grateful if you could notify him of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.

ONE AMERICAN’S THANKSGIVING IN BOX

Our own menu has become a fusion with the addition
of bacon and sausages, vegetarian alternatives, stir fry
leeks and sprouts, apple pie, and chocolate cream pie…
My mother’s recipe of sweet potatoes topped with
marshmallows has been torn up.
American Thanksgiving is officially the 4th Thursday in
November, and has been since 1939 when Roosevelt
declared that particular Thursday and Friday national
holidays. Growing up, it was a holiday not owned by
any church or religion, and it centres on families
gathering to mark the year that has passed - don’t try to
fly anywhere the Wednesday before… The first
recorded Thanksgiving was 399 years ago in Plymouth.
According to Edward Winslow’s letter, ninety
Wampanoag were invited to share the celebration of
survival in that wilderness with fifty-three Pilgrims.
Through the years, churches in settlements marked the
harvest with a two or three-day celebration, but George
Washington made it a national holiday after defeating
the British in the Battle of Concord in 1778…
Will it live on after me? I think our children and their
children look forward to the annual gathering with dear
friends and their offspring that have become our
surrogate family for over 30 years, so perhaps it will.
Ivy Witts

My favourite holiday of the year is going to be very very
different this year. 2 of us instead of 20 means a lot less
work (glad game) but a whole lot less fun.
Why is it my favourite? Just food and family and friends
(and no presents or cards!!). As a little girl, I loved it
because we kids could eat just what we wanted, in my
case, black olives and homemade rolls. And everyone aunts, uncles, cousins - were in a good mood and I was
close to my grandparents.
Whoever had the biggest table
hosted Thanksgiving but
everyone brought something
for the midday meal. Helping
with the washing up after
lunch was where I learned the
family gossip before settling
down to play card games while
the men watched football.
Then back to the table to
polish off the leftovers.
Move on 50 years … Living in
our small cottage in Box. By emptying the conservatory
of all but tables and chairs we could eat together, but
then three babes of the youngest generation started
walking and we moved the celebration to Box Village
Hall with all its mod cons … and space!!! A huge
success and now the venue of choice.
You probably know the first item on anyone’s menu is
turkey, but cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes and
pumpkin pie are guaranteed to be part of the feast as
well. And stuffing for the turkey…when families merge,
whose recipe to use? Cornbread stuffing for me!

FIRST DAY AT THEIR NEW SCHOOLS!
Off to school for the
first time – mixed
emotions of
excitement and
apprehension?
Don’t they look
lovely in their smart
uniforms?

NHS SECRET WEAPON REVEALED Join the queue!
(from page 4)

Most of us
can’t wait for
the Covid
vaccine to
come along,
but just in
case you
were
hesitant . . .

What a reception
one young lady
received!
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BOX ART GROUP
The Art Group has been unable to meet for our
Thursday afternoon sessions for the last 8 months, but
we have been keeping in touch through our newsletter,
The Rainbow, which is a weekly compilation of
members’ contributions, and is currently at number 34.
These contributions have included articles from
members on artists, techniques, visits and photos of
recent works, some from our experts but mainly from
the members. Several challenges have been set over
the period, such as ‘view from a window’, ‘a portrait’,
and a ‘five-minute challenge’. A selection of exhibits is
shown below. One of our more fun challenges was to
draw a picture of your face in the mirror while not
looking at the paper. We had some interesting results!

The weekly sessions in the hall are still not possible, and
the exhibition was postponed, but we hope it will be
held in late Spring or October 2021.
Like so many other groups, we all miss the company
and stimulation of weekly meetings, and we hope that
we will be able to get together again soon, but the
weekly Rainbow has helped, encouraging members to
get creative.
Peter Smith. Pictures: Beth Jenkins, Hilary Turk.
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Several informal Thursday afternoon outdoor sessions
were held during the summer, at Minchinhampton, Box,
Nailsworth and Amberley, and a planned session at Saul
Junction was lost to the weather.
The Box Village Hall Committee met at the end of
August, so we were able to plan the way forward from
September. We held our own outdoor committee
meeting in early September to discuss the possibility of
returning to Box Village Hall as well as our annual
Autumn exhibition.

ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing,
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904 058866
email:
sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com
web:
myvillagehandymanstroud.com
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Sunny autum
n day
Slips in betw
een winds an
d rain
Make the mo
st of it

Haiku by Mark Rogers

Most of the photos were taken by Millie,
Gillian’s daughter, who due to Covid
restrictions was the one who helped with
the hard work of stripping down and
repainting, fortunately she loved being in
the scaffolding "tree house" too.

01453 764251
printed by Stroud Print, Stroud Enterprise Centre, Lightpill, Stroud GL5 3NL

“I stepped down the hillside lying
southwards from the great Minchin
Hampton Common ……. and as I
walked down the steep approach
to Box village, I saw ahead of me
to the East the golden spire of
Box’s new church gleaming in the
sunlight. Crowned with its cross of
gold it shone out beside an
evergreen tree and lighted up the
little valley in which the church is
hidden. I walked more quickly, and
passed through the village between Cotswold cottages
and walls of grey and honey-coloured stone until,
guided by the spire, I reached the church………” Taken
from an unknown paper found in an old attic and
reproduced by: MINCHINHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP ANNUAL BULLETIN NUMBER 19: 2002
These words ring true in 2020.
The spire can be seen from many
vantage points in the village and
now it has been re-gilded it
looks magnificent. We feel very
lucky as the spire is what we see
each morning when we open our
curtains. Living opposite St
Barnabas we have been
privileged to watch the whole
process and notice passer-by
reactions. Some people don’t
seem to believe it is real gold!
The spire is really stunning and
seems to gleam in all weathers
with different facets catching the
moonlight when it is clear. Lots
of walkers have admired it and numerous photos have
been taken.
The 2020 renovations have been undertaken by Gillian
Hancock, a Gilder and Conservator from Centreline
Architectural Sculpture. Thank you Gillian for all your
hard work and for kindly writing up your experiences in
tackling the St Barnabas spire. Gillian wrote:
“When I discovered that the spire was made from 2mm
thick sheet aluminium my first thought was that at least I
wasn’t going to be dealing with rust when I tackled the
re-gilding. I then set about finding out everything I
could about aluminium and its special properties.
Peter Falconer designed St Barnabas Church in 1951
and at that time aluminium as a building material was in
its infancy. Aluminium is the third most abundant
element in the earth’s crust after oxygen and silicon and
is more abundant than iron but it wasn’t until a
breakthrough in 1930s which made production much
cheaper that aluminium achieved its building potential:
aluminium was used in the Empire State Building’s
interior structures and for its famous spire. Aluminium is
highly ductile and a third the weight of steel making it
ideal for all sorts of uses from kitchen equipment to boat
hulls, bike frames and of course building construction.
I do not know where Box spire was manufactured but it
could have been made locally, and amazingly would be
light enough to be lifted by two people. The orb and
cross are made from mahogany. The gilding left on the
spire was approximately 30 years old and it is possible
that the spire was not gilded originally as there were
traces of airforce blue paint on it.

I sourced the best gold leaf
possible for exterior work for
the re-gilding and bought it
from an Italian company.
Gold leaf comes in various
thicknesses and carats: Box
spire has triple thickness 24
carat pure gold which
should last very well. The
calculation to buy the right
amount of gold was tricky as
Italy basically closes in
August for a holiday and it
would not have been
possible to buy extra gold
leaf at short notice. I was
pleased when the
calculation of 90 books of
loose gold leaf - each leaf is 80mm square - was just
right: that means I
applied 2,250 separate
gold leaves by hand, a
process only made
possible by the relatively
settled weather during
late July and early August
this year.
That said, it wouldn’t be a
British summer if there
wasn’t a thunderstorm, a
few extra breezy and a
couple of overly hot days
which I spent sweltering under the
hot tin roof of the scaffolding. An
unexpected cloud of visiting storm
flies had to be picked off the drying
gold size with a scalpel, an
experience some even survived!
Inside the scaffolding “tree house”
erected around the spire I rigged up
various sheets and tarpaulins which
diverted the breeze upwards and
away from the tricky process of
getting
the gold from the book to
the spire surface. The most
tricky part was gilding the
rivets, all 550 of them, as
obviously the gold leaf
sheets are flat while they
are rounded!
I hope the generous
residents of Box are
pleased with the newly
gilded spire which represents a shining symbol of
optimism in an otherwise
difficult year for everyone.”
Jacquie Hanks and
Gillian Hancock

design and artwork by John Storey 01453 872430

SPIRE GLEAMS AGAIN

