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I hope you are all having a very enjoyable summer.
Unfortunately, Steve Hemmings and I have not been
able to arrange any further meetings with Jake Lucas
and Gordon Cole of Novalis Trust since our meeting
planned for last November was cancelled at short
notice.  We have however had a response from Jake
Lukas to my e-mail relating to matters that we wanted
to raise at that meeting.
He informs me that they are currently working on a
scheme to increase the number of parking spaces
available within their grounds to create additional
parking for mainly staff members who park at the
school all day. Their main aim is to reduce parking on
the common by members of the public visiting the
café and their own staff members. Plans to build a
sports hall at the school which could provide more
parking are currently on hold.
Jake Lucas has asked the teachers and staff to be
vigilant and to ensure that all students are reminded
that the gardens of neighbours are out of bounds and
they are currently exploring ways in which any
disruption arising from the use of the volleyball court
can be minimised. We await further details of both
schemes and will press for a further meeting in the
Autumn.
I am looking forward to one of the most important
events of the year which is the Box Village Show.  This
is run by the Gardening Club and will take place on
Sunday 1st September.  The schedule including an
entry form was delivered with Tom Long’s Post at the
beginning of July.  There are classes for adults and
children so please help to make this a success by
entering and joining in the fun.
Richard Hughes, Chairman, Box Village Society.

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY
All Box residents are Members

Keep in touch with all the happenings in Box: just
send an email to   BVH@Box-Village.com    and ask
to be added to the village information email list.
And hey presto!! You will know almost everything
that is going on in the village and surrounding area!
(NB if you are already on Chris Ames’s email list,
there’s no need to register on the BVH list).

GOING GREENER
It has taken one octogenarian (David Attenborough) and
one 16 year old schoolgirl (Greta Thunberg) to make us
all wake up to the climate crisis that is facing our
children and grandchildren.
Our planet has been through 6
major climate disasters before;
the difference is, this time,
humans live on the planet , are
a major contributor, and the only
things that can do anything
about it.
It’s really very simple: the planet
is experiencing unprecedented
global warming. Almost all the
world’s very brainy scientists
agree that the major cause is the
release of carbon dioxide into
the heavens  resulting in the
greenhouse effect (nitrous oxide
and methane are other greenhouse gases).That’s what
we, as humans, are very good at. What we’re not so
good at is thinking through the consequences.
We’re good at looking after our families, we pride
ourselves in being good at community, we fiercely
defend cows on the common, love having Box Wood to
roam around in, some of us even pick up litter, but
looking after the planet – the ‘big picture’ - despite the
fact that a recent NASA report
(www.climate.nasa.gov/causes) concluded “there's a
more than 95% probability that human activities over the
past 50 years have warmed our planet” - is something
for Stroudies, greenies, worthy eco-warriors in hair shirts
and vegan sandals, not to mention the birds.
Basically, everyone over the age of 40 has been part of
it, and everyone under the age of 40 is tasked with
desperately trying to do something about it. The thing is
where do we start, and can we as individuals – and as a
community do anything about it? The short answer is
yes: social scientists all agree that peer pressure works.
The recent TV series, War on Plastics, is living proof, and
showed how one street in Bristol alone reduced its
plastic by 50% in 3 months. Even the 70 year old die-
hard got on board…
There’s no point in soap-box moralising. That’s old hat.
Box is great at community. It could be great at reducing,
re-using, re-cycling and re-thinking. Anyone up for it?
Lynda Brown

the wonderful, formidable and
inspiring Greta Thunberg

front cover photo: Green Winged Orchid, by Jacquie Hanks
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AUGUST
Box WI Summer break
16th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
22nd: Bridge/Games Night, 7pm BVH (see p24)

SEPTEMBER
1st: Box Village Show, BVH
6th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH

9th: Box Lane Road Closure
10th: Box WI The Cotswold Posy Patch – Flower
Arranging by Liz Fallon, 10.30 am BVH
11th Ragged and Old Morris Dancers, 8-9.30pm
BVH Taster Session
17th: Gardening Club, Re-designing Box House
gardens - Tiggy Lessner

20th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH

OCTOBER
4th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
5th: Air in G Tears of Laughter, 7.30 BVH
6th: Americano Day, Prescott Hill Climb (see p24)
8th: Box WI Living on the Edge – Communities
along the Upper Severn Estuary, Rose Hewlett,
10.30 am BVH
10th: Gardening Club, ‘All-Year-Round Colour’ -
Felicity Down (a shared talk in Amberley)
12th: Beaudesert School Autumn Fair Charity event
10am-4pm, in aid of MIND
18th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
18th - 20th: Box Art Group Exhibition, BVH

NOVEMBER
1st: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
12th: Box WI AGM – followed by Members Time,
10.30 am BVH 
15th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
16th: Julie Felix Plays Box Village Hall 7.30pm
19th: Gardening Club, ‘Nerines’ - Malcolm Allison

DECEMBER
6th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
10th: Box WI, Festive event
14th: Gardening Club, Christmas Party
20th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

BOX NEWS - WINTER 2019 EDITION
Our Winter edition should appear during

December so if you have material you would like
included, please give it to Jacquie Hanks or 

Brendan Clements by Wednesday 20th November

BBOOXX VVIILLLLAAGGEE SSHHOOWWSUNDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2019

Run by Box Gardening ClubOpen to All - especially childrenPRODUCE, FLOWERS, BAKING, PHOTOGRAPHY, CRAFTSDoors open for exhibits ~ 9.00 amJudging begins ~ 10.30 amShow open to public ~ 3.30 pm    Free AdmissionPresentation of trophies and prizes ~ 4.00 pmShow Secretary: Liz Hughes, Findon, Church End, Hampton Green   Tel 885478
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BOX VILLAGE SHOW
Sunday 1st September
The annual Village Show is coming up fast!  If you haven’t
already had your Entry Form it’s still not too late - you can
download one from box-village.com - but get it in ASAP!
Children’s entries are especially welcome - are your
sunflowers reaching for the sky?  Have you taken a photo
of yourself and your sunflowers yet?  Prizes will be awarded
for the Tallest Sunflower and the Largest Sunflower Head.
Mums and Dads - are you planning ahead?  Feeding your
prize pumpkins and potting your preserves, baking your
entries and choosing your best photos?
There’s also a Bring-and-Buy sale, and you can bring along
and donate any unwanted gardening books, plants,
cuttings, seeds or any other surplus produce, for our
fundraising sale.
Even if you haven’t put in an entry you are still very
welcome and we hope you will come along and support
the Show - it’s a fun day!
The very best of Box’s flowers, fruits and vegetables will all
be on show on the day, and judging is carried out strictly
according to RHS guidelines.
All entries to Liz Hughes and Beris Hanks please

HEATING IMPROVEMENTS AT BVH
As we go to press, work has started in the village hall 
to improve the central heating system.
Users sometimes complained of the noise generated by
the fan-assisted radiators, which were rattly and
unpredictable, sometimes creating unwelcome noise
when quiet or silence was required for yoga, meditation,
or, say, a musical concert.
Engineers are in the hall now, replacing the old fan
boxes with larger, but conventional, radiators which
should be much quieter, if not, well, silent.



VILLAGER OF THE YEAR!
Box life revolves around its dedicated volunteers, and,
by way of a ‘thank-you’ a poll was held to elect the
villager who it was felt had made an outstanding
contribution to village life during the year.

The winner of the poll
turned out to be the
indefatigable Steve
Hemmings, and he is
pictured here receiving
his award from Village
Society chairman
Richard Hughes.

The Villager of the
Year award was
inaugurated by the
Wilkinson family
following the passing
of Johnnie Wilkinson,
who himself had made
such an enormous
contribution to Box
over the years.

Steve is our local Parish Councillor (Minchinhampton
Parish Council), a trustee of Box Wood, Vice-Chairman
of the Village Hall Management Committee, member of
the Village Society, a member of the Box News editorial
team, village green mower and conservator and involved
with many other village activities far too numerous to
mention here, but well appreciated nonetheless.

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS 
LETTINGS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

An established local family firm
supported by a friendly loyal team
who all live locally, specialising in

the sale of traditional country
properties throughout the

Cotswolds and the Severn Vale
Stroud • Minchinhampton • Painswick • Mayfair

01453 755552 � 01453 886334 � 
01452 814655 � 0207 467 5330

sales@murraysestateagents.co.uk
www.murraysestateagents.co.uk 4

On Friday 21st June the early arrivers for coffee morning
could be seen sitting anxiously on the wall of the Village Hall.
The Hall was locked and empty, and the aroma of brewing

coffee was missing. We accessed the Hall but the cupboard
was bare! As the crowd grew the quick thinking Ballingers
came to the rescue. Maurice drove home and returned with
the necessary coffee, milk and biscuits. The Coffee morning
continued with the usual chat and company but where we
were already sitting, on the patio! The Box Coffee Morning
started in 2001 and nothing will stop its progress!
Brian Dowling, Daphne Edwards (organiser), 832283

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE
Ad Hoc Coffee Morning!



Bear House, George Street, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7BB
Tel 01452 770855  Mob 07976 383969  Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk

ULTRAFAST BROADBAND IN BOX
On 15th May, Gigaclear gave a presentation in Box
Village Hall during which it outlined its plans to bring
Ultrafast Broadband into local areas that currently
struggle to achieve fast Broadband speeds. They will
achieve this by offering “Fibre To The Premises” (FTTP).
Several years ago Broadband in Box could only be
offered using BT’s traditional copper telephone cables.
More recently the copper cable between Nailsworth and
Box was replaced by Fibre Optic cable as far as the BT
cabinet outside Limecroft (known as FTTC – Fibre To
The Cabinet), and the Broadband speeds in the western
end of Box increased, but the last few hundred metres
of cable between BT’s cabinet and your house are still
the old copper overhead wires, slowing the Broadband
speed. The eastern end of Box remains connected via
the old copper wires, so does not currently benefit from
the increased speeds that fibre technology can offer.

The new FTTP offering that is to be installed by
Gigaclear means that the fibre-optic cable can come
right into your home – not just to a cabinet a mile or so
away. This will enable every connected property to
attain speeds far in excess of anything previously
available.

The presentation was given under the banner of
“Fastershire”, which is a joint initiative between two
local county councils and Gigaclear to increase
broadband speeds in areas that particularly need it.

The current phase of Gigaclear’s installation covers
Woodchester, Hampton Fields and Walls Quarry and
does not include Box, but it is intended to include Box
and Hampton Green in a later phase. When it does,
FTTP will be offered in the eastern side of Box, coming
along Box Lane from Minchinhampton and through the
village approximately as far as Well Cottage (see map).
Most areas to the west of this point can already receive
high speed Broadband from BT from the BT Fibre
cabinet outside Limecroft, so Gigaclear is unlikely to
install FTTP in those areas where BT already offers good
broadband speeds.

Although several local roads and verges are already being
dug up to install the FTTP cables (the green in Hampton
Fields being a prime example), no dates have yet been
announced for the installation of FTTP in Box but, as I
often say, “Watch this space”. I will endeavour to keep
you updated in future issues of Box News or other
publications.

Steve 
Hemmings
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CONSIDERATE PARKING PLEASE!
I’m not sure exactly why, but the shortage of car parking
spaces in Box has increased quite remarkably in the last 12
months or so.

One factor, though by no means the only one, is that Box
Village Hall Management Committee felt obliged to ask
residents not to park in the village hall car park during
Wednesdays or Thursdays, as these are particularly busy
days for hirings (Pilates, Art Group, Bridge Club etc.) 

and hirers were becoming increasingly frustrated that they
were paying to hire the village hall and its car park only to
find the car park almost full when they arrived.

The number of cars per household has also increased, and
of course most cottages in our picturesque village were not
designed for even one car per household. Some residents
are fortunate enough to have a garage but, even if they do
(and at this point I must admit my guilt) few of them

actually use their garage to store their car. Logs, tools,
pushchairs, trailers and timber offcuts abound, but rarely a car.

However this is not a reason to park a car inconsiderately,
though I’m sorry to say that many do.

It really isn’t necessary to park within 20 metres of your
house. Given a little bit of thought and searching, you will
usually find a parking space within reasonable walking
distance. Please do NOT park on a corner where you
obstruct visibility or access to a property. Kindly use a little
bit of common sense and ensure that you are not creating
an obstruction for neighbours, other drivers, emergency
vehicles or pedestrians.
Thank you

ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs

“same great service, great value, great workmanship”
Local staff and professional, friendly service

We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability
•  Discount  MOT  £39.95
•  Competitive service prices
•  Convenient location
•  Free collection

8.30am - 5.30pm   Monday – Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm   Saturday

Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton,
GL6 9HA

Call us for quotes on 01453 889207

They don’t make ‘em like they used to . .
. . fortunately, perhaps. But some cars of the ‘60s did have
a certain sense of occasion, and owning what was then a
prestige vehicle did allow its owner to, well, ‘rove’ across
all three lanes with gay abandon. Those were the days . . . 
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BADGER-PROOFING YOUR FOOD WASTE
Every Wednesday morning sees the
contents of several food waste bins
scattered over the highway, and
often the bin’s owner is not around
to clear it up, leaving pedestrians to
tread their way through
decomposing food waste.

Please be aware that badgers will do
their utmost to gain access to any
food bin that is left out overnight at
ground level. If you are also leaving
out a large waste or recycling
wheelie bin, try putting your food waste bin on top. If you
don’t use wheelie bins, perhaps you can devise some other
method of standing or hanging your food bin above

ground level, such as a hook on your
gate or wall?

If you rent out your property, please
advise your tenant not to leave food
waste bins on the ground overnight. 

Similarly, if you
are not going to
be around on
waste collection
day, please
arrange with a
neighbour to
check that your bins have not been
scattered over the road or, if they have,
that someone will clear it up for you. I’m
sure we’d all be very grateful indeed.7

We are used to badgers and their ways. We have
defences round all our soft fruit, plastic mesh over our
lawn (which we have to remove every time it is cut) and
we half tolerate the toilet holes which, from our point of
view, are dug in the most inconvenient places. We also
know of their fondness for sweetcorn and surround the
plants in wire mesh once the cobs start to develop.
However, this year the badger trashed all the stems
when they were just a foot high, the stems had been
chewed in a cursory manner but to me it looked like a
case of wanton vandalism. Chris French was also
exasperated when her carrots were similarly destroyed.
Anyway, with the warmth and rain the rest of the garden
is now growing nicely.

- - o - -
On April 16th Nick Macer of Pan Global Plants in
Frampton entertained us with his usual mix of
travelogue, erudition, botanic wonderland and excellent
photos. There were even a few plants that we might
want to try in our own gardens like Philadephus ‘Casa
Azul’.
May 21st Mandie Potter: Fifty shades of Green. Mandy
brought a huge array of plants which she then used as
the basis of her talk. Her experience of growing plants in
varied settings was obvious and her enthusiasm
infectious. 
June 20th was the Amberley Garden Safari. A very good
time was had by all - Jacquie even gave up her
swimming night and didn’t moan once! 

The safari started in far flung Lower Littleworth with 2
gardens: Woodvale and Hawthorns Cottage. We then
moved on to the Rectory in Amberley and finally, after

all the previous slopes
and terraces, to the
relatively flat garden of
Whitmore where the
super supper and
sipping took place in a
spiffing setting. 
On Sept 1st will be
the Village Show
which is of course
about much more than
gardening. If you have
not done so already
please have a good
look at the schedule
to see what you or
your children can

enter so as to help the show
go with a swing and to be a
truly whole-village event. (A
schedule/entry form has been
delivered to every household.)
Please ensure that you get
your entries in early - it’s
always a popular and well-
attended village event.
Village children are especially
encouraged!
Beris Hanks

GARDENING CLUB
Feeling Badgered . . ?

reprinted from Stroud News & Journal, with thanks



MY 60 YEARS AS A LAY PREACHER 
When I was 17 my Methodist minister asked me if I
would become a local preacher. In Methodism the local
preacher is an unpaid lay person who leads services and
is distinguished from the full-time minister who usually
moves around the country. The latter is also described
as a preacher. We do not use the term priest. Why is the
term preacher used you may well ask?  In Anglican and
Roman Catholic services, the sermon usually lasts about
10 minutes but in the Free or Nonconformist
denominations the sermon usually last about 20
minutes. (This could possibly deter you from ever
attending such a service!) You can see that these
denominations place more emphasis on the sermon as a
teaching and motivating feature. In the services I take
there are all the usual elements such as hymns, prayers
and Bible readings.

I accepted my minister’s suggestion and began a four-
year training period. Initially I went out to take services
with older preachers but when I was considered
competent, I took them on my own. Whilst at University
in my spare time I took examinations in the Old
Testament, the New Testament and Christian Doctrine
which by June 1959 I had passed. I was then called to a
meeting of preachers. They received reports of the
services I had taken and then gave me an oral
examination in which I was asked about my faith and
approaches to preaching. Fortunately, I satisfied them

and so became a fully accredited local preacher. On the
60th anniversary of this event I was presented with a
certificate.

Methodist local preachers may take services in any
Methodist church, large or small and in any part of the
country, if asked and appointed by a superintendent
minister.  Generally, they are more likely to take the
services in the smaller chapels. In this area there are
forty-five Methodist churches in Gloucestershire and I
could be appointed to take services in any of them.
Since moving here in 2002 I have been leading about
sixteen services a year.

What do you need to
have to be a preacher?
I think you need to
have a relationship and
experience of God in
your life, to know his
love, power and
wisdom. As the apostle
Paul said, ”God is the
person in whom we
live, move and have
our being”. You also
need to have a belief
that God was in Jesus
in a special way so that
we can discover God’s
way in the teaching of
Jesus. We find out about Jesus particularly in the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. You will probably
be familiar with the Sermon on the Mount, the parables
(e.g. the Good Samaritan) and the aphorisms (What
does it profit a man if he gain the whole world and loses
his soul). Jesus taught that the way to find peace and
harmony in the world was to love God and our
neighbour, to treat all people equally as they were
children of God and to give service to others through
one’s life. Sadly, Christians have not always lived up to
these ideals, but I strongly believe that the teachings of
Jesus are as relevant as ever and the preacher’s task is
to show that this is true.

Chris Law, (photos courtesy of Margaret Marshall).8



A BRIGHTER FUTURE? 
As you have probably noticed, Box has had some new
LED (Light Emitting Diode) street lamps fitted as has
Minchinhampton, although a few of the older style
orange (sodium) wall-mounted street lights still remain.

Work started in Gloucestershire during 2016 and the
plan was to replace approximately 55,000 old style
sodium streetlights across Gloucestershire over three
years. This upgrade to LED street lighting will help the
council meet its carbon reduction target as well as save
around £17m over the next twelve years, as LEDs use
only a fraction of the electricity consumed by
conventional bulbs.

Modern LED lighting can use up to 70 per cent less
energy than conventional sodium lights, also offering a
much longer life span thus reducing maintenance costs.
Other reported benefits of using LED lighting are that
they produce clearer, less coloured and better quality
illumination which is more focused and less prone to
“scatter”, they help communities feel safer, decrease
light pollution and are generally more environmentally
friendly.

However, there has been some resistance by concerned
members of the public and others to LED street lighting
for several reasons. There are some health worries
regarding the very brilliant blue/white light from the
lamps which, in some circumstances, can appear
dazzling. This blue/white light appears more like
daylight and it is thought may affect our sleep patterns
and confuse nocturnal wildlife such as moths and bats.

Some residents in the area are also concerned about
light “spillage” into their bedroom windows, some even
supporting the ‘dark village’ campaign on health and
environmental factors. Others express a preference for
dimming street lights late at night rather than switching
them off completely, because of the possible impact
that dark streets might have
on safety and crime levels.

Gloucestershire County
Council is responsible for
street lighting, and in
response to concerns
expressed by local residents
regarding the new, modern
LED lamps, particularly
those living in
Minchinhampton and Box
Conservation Areas, GCC
has installed a “Heritage
Lantern” in
Minchinhampton High
Street so that all residents
can consider whether this
lamp, which is more
traditional in design and is
now fitted with a “Varoptic”
LED producing a softer,
warmer glow, offers a more

acceptable option. The
Varoptic LED inside it appears
similar to an old gas mantle
and reduces the piercing light
sometimes visible from a
conventional LED. If you are in
Minchinhampton High Street
during the hours of darkness,
please do take a look.

All types of Patios, 
Garden Restoration Work, 

Block Paving, Drives, 
Block and Brick Work.

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE
Dry Stone Walling Specialists

Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend
Horsley, Stroud

Gloucestershire GL6 0PE
01453 836 572    07966 223045

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE IN BOX 
Part of Box Lane will be closed from 9th September
2019 to 4th October 2019 or until the works have
been completed. This is to allow for the replacement
of the existing gas main and services by Wales and
West Utilities.

The closure will be from a point opposite 10 Box
Lane (Minchinhampton) to a point outside Box
Cottage (Box).

Pedestrian access to premises on or next to the road
will be maintained, but vehicular and emergency
access will not be maintained due to excavations
blocking the carriageway.

If you require any further information regarding this
closure please contact the Gloucestershire Highways
helpline on 08000 514514.
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WHO LIVED IN MY HOUSE?
Box Cottage History
I was inspired by Alison Edmonston’s article in the last
edition of Box News about the history of her house to
look into the background of our typical Box cottage. My
research revealed a picture of owners and tenants,
weavers and clothworkers, and families. Our cottage was
likely built in the 1790’s and has had many iterations to
make it into the house it is today.  We were originally a
terrace of three cottages and the first title deeds in 1935
refer to them as “3 cottages with gardens, one of which
was many years ago used as a Public House and known
as the Golden Heart”.  Our cottage, now known as Hill
Cottage, was originally known variously as 1 and 2 Hill
or Hillside Cottages and was brought together and
developed as one cottage by previous owners in the
1980’s. Their original form would have been as modest
one up one down cottages.

The evidence tells us that the three cottages were
owned by one person up to 1956. The first title deeds
date from 1935 when the row of three cottages
transferred in ownership from Mary Ann Harriet Webb
Harwood Furley (deceased in 1934) to her daughter,
Gertrude Alberta Truby. The cottages appear to have
been tenanted during this time. It is possible that Mary
Ann had acquired the cottages from her parents. Mary
Ann’s father, Thomas Harwood Ford, was an Innkeeper
in Minchinhampton, and had the vote in 1853 because
he owned freehold cottages in Box. Following his death
his wife, Harriet Ford, in the 1871 census described
herself as an owner of houses. Mary Ann’s husband,
Albert Furley, was also the child of an Innkeeper in
Minchinhampton, and he and Mary Ann lived in West
End, Minchinhampton.

In 1956 Gertrude Truby sold 1 and 2 Hillside Cottages
to Alec Winiford Lusty, a retired Wire Straightener (does
anyone know what a wire straightener was?), and this
was the point at which a fence was erected between
these 2 cottages and 3 Hill/Hillside Cottages, now
known as Hilsland. Alec Lusty lived in 1 Hillside
Cottages with his wife Louisa and one year later he sold

no 2 to Frederick
Arthur King, a
retired Baker, who
then lived there with
his wife Alice
Gertrude King.
Frederick and Louisa
Lusty were brother
and sister. This was
not the only family
connection Alec and
Louisa Lusty had in
Box as Sarah Lusty
lived at Elmcroft and
Albert and Dorothy
Lusty lived at 3
Almond Cottages.
Albert was Alecs
brother and Sarah

was his sister in law as
she had been married to
another brother, William. 

Taking the history back
further than this becomes
more tricky. Census data
which was undertaken
every 10 years from 1841
to the last published in
1911 provides details on
who lived in Box but does
not identify which house
they lived in. 

However a survey of the
Parish of Minchinhampton
was undertaken in 1830
for the purpose of
equalizing the poor rates. It mapped all properties in the
area and included details of who owned and who
occupied the properties. This record showed that the
three Hill Cottages were owned by William Arundell who
lived in one of them with the other 2 being tenanted by
Thomas Mansfield and Hannah Mansfield. It has proved
difficult to identify and trace this William Arundell.
Thomas had a brother baptized as William Arundell
Mansfield in 1793 so it is possible that they were
related. Thomas and his wife Ann were Clothworkers
and had nine children while living in Box between 1816
and 1834, with a tenth child arriving after they moved to
live in Bank Terraces, Minchinhampton. The other
tenant, Hannah Mansfield has also been hard to identify
in records. Possibly she was a Hannah Mansfield who
baptized her daughter Ann on 21st December 1817 in
Minchinhampton church. In the baptism record under
‘Quality, Trade or Profession’ she is noted as ‘Spinster’,
and thus marked out from the married couples where
the fathers type of work was noted.

I’m sure that other cottages in Box will share some of
our history with family members who lived locally, such
as the Lusty family. Information revealed through the
deeds of each house will contain information about its
owners that will not be available elsewhere.

Janet Janeway
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HOME COMPOSTING 
(or could we use those brown bins less?)
“Home composting is the most environmentally friendly
way of dealing with garden and kitchen waste, plus it
produces compost that can be used as an excellent soil
improver” (RHS) 

Only in the tiniest gardens will it be difficult to find a site
to compost. Just think - home composting prevents the
need for yet another bin and transportation, with its
associated environmental costs. 

When should I compost? Composting can be done
throughout the year, although late summer and early
winter are the best times for making compost. So why
not get started now!

Starting Up: Choose a suitable site in light shade where
conditions will remain constant and it is not subject to
extremes of temperature or moisture.

Containing your compost: You can start an open heap,
make a wood structure or buy a compost bin. The latter
can be obtained from local councils. Bins tend to make
compost more quickly than open heaps as they retain
warmth and moisture. Ideally you want: an earth base to
allow drainage: access to micro-organisms; some sort of
cover that excludes rain, lets air in, and helps retain the
warmth. 

What materials to compost? To feed all the micro-
organisms you want to encourage you need a mix of
‘green’ and ‘brown’ materials. Ideally you should have

about 25 to 50% ‘green’ and the rest ‘brown’. Green
materials include: grass clippings; leafy plants; annual
weeds (without seed heads); fruit and vegetable waste (I
put in egg shells also); pets bedding; manure. Brown
materials include: hedge trimmings; prunings; plant
stems; wood chippings; dead leaves; straw; paper and
cardboard. All these ingredients should be shredded,
torn or cut up. 

Accelerate that
compost! Get in there
and give it a turn. Ideally
turning your compost
once a month lets in air
which is needed for the
composting process to
take place. Assess the
moisture content and
give it a drink (of water)
if too dry. If you get the
balance of ‘greens’ and
‘browns’ right you
shouldn’t need a
commercial accelerator
but there are plenty on
the market. Natural activators include: grass cuttings;
comfrey; nettles; urine; manure; pond weeds; seaweed.  

When will my compost be ready? It should be dark
brown in colour and crumbly and soil-like in texture.
When you pick it up it should run through your fingers.
Just remember – garden compost can take up to two
years to mature. If you find non-rotted materials

amongst it, put them to one side and add them to your
next batch. You will probably find that you need two or
three compost sites when you get hooked on your
compost making hobby! An extra bonus – see what we
found in one of our compost bins – see page 28.

Although brown bins are useful for getting rid of hard
hedge cuttings and other bulky garden materials that
would otherwise have to be taken to the tip, or burnt,
many sorts of garden and kitchen waste can be
composted and provide you with a rich mulch and soil
improver. Please do your bit for the environment and
have a go.

Jacquie Hanks

madhusrasoi@gmail.com 
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Another enjoyable term came to an end in June with a
break over the summer for Box Art members.  Our term
starts again in September.  Many members take
holidays in the summer term so our numbers were
usually down at our weekly sessions.  But this didn’t
stop the enjoyment of those who attended, with our
tutors Roxy or Beth on hand to give advice.
The subject of the summer competition set by Beth was
to paint the single tree located close to the track and
The Old Lodge on Minch common.  We were asked to
portray the tree in a way personal to us, abstract or
representational, as a painting, drawing, photo or print
– or even Lego!  I was one of the members on holiday

so I didn’t take part, but I
understand there were some
excellent and varied entries,
but none in Lego!
A visit to Miserden gardens
was organised as the final
session before the summer
break.  Those who went were

made very
welcome in the
garden and
after a walk
around, they
did some
drawing and
painting in the
beautiful
surroundings.
The afternoon
finished with a
drink in the tea
rooms. They
also took the opportunity to stock up with some
plants from the nursery.
A first for us this year was a stand at Stroud Show in the
Craft tent.  The aim of the stand was to promote the
Group, attract new members and sell some items.  We

had a display of work
including portraits and
even an occasional
painting demo.
Paintings, cards and
notelets were for sale and
flyers were available with
information on the group,
portrait group and the
annual exhibition.  We
took the details of quite a

few interested people which have been followed up.  It
would be great if this provided some new members and
portrait sitters.  A special thank you goes to those
members who set up everything needed for the stand,
manned it on the day and donated things to sale.
Our annual Exhibition is on Friday 18th to Sunday 20th
October.  This year we will not be having the usual
‘Meet the Artist’ evening on Friday due to other hall
commitments.  This will be held on Saturday morning,
with details still to be confirmed.  Please put the
weekend in your diary as we would love to see you all
again.
New members are always welcome.  If you are
interested, or know of anyone who would like to join
our group, or be a sitter for our Portrait Group, please
contact me at jillharwooduk@gmail.com or our
membership secretary Ann Jackson at
ann.jackson1@homecall.co.uk
Jill Harwood, Co-Chairman

ART GROUP
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ROWING 
After 10 years of rowing retirement, I was hesitantly
coaxed back into a rowing boat and this is a recap of my
last year or so..

As part of my post-grad studies at Oxford, I was keen to
give something back to the sport and offered my
services to coach the Jesus college boat.

Maybe it was the SU bar and alcohol-assisted
confidence, but before you know it, despite the 25+
years I had over the other guys, I’ve changed plans for
coaching and declared my interest to be selected for
one of the crew. This was last year and after a few
months of training and very early starts driving down to
Oxford I was selected for the 2nd boat. This boat we
raced in the torpids and Summer bumps races in March
and June respectively and achieved the highest placing
for a Jesus college 2nd crew since 1980.

Summer bumps is a form of racing between the Oxford
colleges (Cambridge have their own “bumps”). All boats
start in the position they came the previous year. On day
1 crews line along the Isis stretch of river in position
order with just a boat length gap between each. At the
fire of a cannon everyone races as hard as they can
trying to bump the boat in front and not be bumped by
the boat behind. A successful bump puts you up a
position for the following day and being bumped drops
you down. The following day you start in your new
position and this continues for the 4 days - concluding
on the Saturday where the top crew is declared “Head
of the River” and they ceremoniously burn a boat!!

With over 100 boats entered, “Head of the River” is
quite an accolade – unfortunately not one that Jesus
college has ever had!

Back in the competitive spirit, I went down to Minerva

Bath rowing club and met
up with some old (literally)
rowing buddies who were
entering “Masters”
events.  These events are
age banded and open to
everyone from novices
through to ex Olympic
champions just as long as
you are the right average
age in your boat. In
masters rowing you
become a master at 27
years old which is Masters
A, we were looking to
row Masters C (age band 43 – 50)

Cutting a long story short, with 2 ex GB rowers, Henley
winner plus myself, we won the British Masters last year.

Deciding to keep up the momentum, this year I
dedicated myself to make the Jesus college 1st crew.
This required even more early mornings and outings 
that only a student (or very flexible employer!) could
manage. After selections and 2000m rowing tests on the
dreaded rowing machine (erg), I made the crew and
represented the College 1st boat in this years Summer
bumps. 

Unfortunately
over the 4 days of racing we dropped 2 places, but
starting at a position of 11 this was still a pretty
respectable result, overall everyone was pretty pleased
and it keeps Jesus college in the first division (the crews
are divided into divisions - it’s a whole division that races
at the sound of the cannon, not all 130 boats).

Back to the Masters rowing and I have my sights on the
World masters in Budapest, September this year.
Unfortunately the Minerva Bath crew are not racing
together now, which leaves me without a crew.  I have
put the “feelers” out to some guys that I used to row
with 20 years ago and I’m keeping fingers crossed for
finding a world class crew that needs a sub! 

Undeterred and optimistically, I’ve started a strict
training plan and now spend a lot of time on the erg at
Calcot Manor or in my garage. My current plan is either
the British Indoor Rowing Championships in December
or I’m still hopeful to find a space in a crew for the
World Masters in Budapest.

Ian Townsend. Photos by werow.com and OxRowPhoto

Minerva Bath coxed 4 (left) with our
British Masters Rowing medals

Summer bumps action in the Jesus M1 crew

BOX NEWS - AS GREEN AS WE CAN BE!
Recycle your Box News at St Barnabas Church

We are often asked for extra copies of Box News by
people living outside the village, so we are trying our
own recycling scheme. There is now a box in St
Barnabas Church in which you can leave your copies
of the newsletter for others to enjoy.  Many thanks. 13



No matter whether you use the date on the BOX
VILLAGE HALL wooden sign (1970) or the date on the
photograph of the official opening (27th March 1971) we
are fast approaching the 50th anniversary of the
completion of the construction of Box Village Hall.
All residents of our relatively small village are very
fortunate to have privileged access to such an attractive
and usable village hall, which must have required
extraordinary vision, effort and generosity back in 1970
to finance and build it for such a small community.

Box Village Hall was built on grazing land previously
forming part of the Halfway House Inn, then owned by
Whitbread. After the village hall was completed, a
further purchase of land was agreed with the brewery
which now constitutes the village hall car park. 

Extended, refurbished and brought up to date in 2000,
our village hall’s attractiveness, facilities and practicality
certainly help it to be “sold” to hirers, and its current
popularity with external hirers means we don’t have to
spend all our time raising additional funds for its upkeep
via jumble sales, book sales, raffles and other fund-
raising activities, though of course we do hold “Box
Open Gardens” every 3 years to top up the charity’s
reserves. 2020 sees our next “Box Open Gardens”.
One of our village hall’s most attractive features is its
beautifully kept gardens. Karen and Dave Bowrey work
tirelessly to maintain the grounds surrounding the village
hall, frequently far exceeding the small number of hours
for which they are paid. Numerous hirers of our village
hall have commented on how beautiful the gardens are,
and although not all hirers have an opportunity to
extend their event out onto the patio and gardens, 

they frequently
comment that they
chose to hire Box
Village Hall simply
because of the
wonderful garden
setting that the village
hall offers.
So from Box Village
Hall Management
Committee and surely
all Box residents,
many, many thanks to
Karen and Dave for all
your efforts in
maintaining those
lovely gardens. 
We look forward to
lots more summer coffee mornings and warm bar
evenings extending onto the patio during which we can
admire and enjoy the results of your efforts.
Steve Hemmings

HIRE OUR VILLAGE HALL
Box Village Hall is available for hire, both to residents of
Box and those who live elsewhere. The Hall is a
spacious, light and well-equipped venue, ideally suited
to parties, receptions, club meetings, anniversaries,
dance functions and concerts. There is a fully-equipped
kitchen, folding tables and chairs plus a Loop installation
for those with hearing aids.
Seating capacity when using our tables and chairs is 80
persons, or 100 for concerts
which is the maximum capacity in
accordance with fire regulations. 
The Hall is available for rental at
attractive rates:
Box Residents: £6.00 per hour or
£8 per hour on Saturdays
Non-residents: £12.00 per hour,
or £16 per hour on Saturdays
All Business Users (anyone who
makes a charge for their services,
whether resident in Box or not):
£12.00 per hour, or £16 per hour
on Saturdays.
Please contact Jane Storey on 836649 or email
BVHbookings@box-village.com for enquiries or to make
your booking.

BOX VILLAGE HALL
The Garden and its Gardeners
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BOX SWIMMING CLUB
Planning to get fitter, 
slimmer or just more active?  
BOX SWIMMING CLUB can help - 
and it’s right on your doorstep.
We meet every Thursday evening 
at Beaudesert Park School Swimming 
Pool 8.00 to 9.00 pm
The pool is a good size with lanes to suit 
swimmers of varying abilities and speeds. 
We have underwater lighting for a relaxing 
atmosphere.
Whether you are swimming for fitness, 
training for a triathlon, or just wanting a 
little gentle exercise we can accommodate 
your needs. The club especially welcomes 
members from Box, although others from 
surrounding villages also join us.  
If interested please contact:
Andrew Pettit on 834766 or 
boxswim@box-village.com

FANCY WEARING BELLS AND WIELDING A STICK?
Ragged & Old Morris have been dancing at pubs,
farmers’ markets, fetes and festivals in the Five
Valleys for the last twenty years, and are now
recruiting dancers (women and men) to practise with
us and prepare
for the 2020
dancing season.  

If you’ve seen
Morris dancing
you’ll know it’s
vigorous,
colourful and
fun.  

No experience is
necessary –
some energy and enthusiasm are all that’s required!
Fancy helping to keep one of our most distinctive
traditions alive and kicking?  

Join us for a taster session on one of our regular
practice nights and master your first Ragged & Old
dance by the end of the evening!

Wednesday 11th September, 8.00-9.30pm, Box
Village Hall GL6 9HJ

(Also Wednesday 18th September, 8.00-9.30pm,
Bussage Village Hall GL6 8BB - our usual venue)

For more information, visit our website at
raggedandold.com, follow us on Facebook or call/e-
mail Mike on 01453 350689/jubilee@phonecoop.coop

CATCHING UP!
We lose more Box residents to Cornwall!

The Musgrave family moved to the pretty village of Lerryn,
near Fowey at the start of the Summer school holidays.
Good luck Katrine, Adam, Isla, Freya and Tessa in your new
adventure ..

15



COMMON MATTERS - MARKING DAY
Is it a false memory that as a child, I recall seeing cows
corralled in pens on Minchinhampton Common and
being marked on their rumps with a branding iron?
Perhaps I just watched too many cowboy films! 

Marking Day was historically held on May 13th.
Following ancient traditions, graziers brought their cattle
from their farmsteads, where they had overwintered, to
be ‘marked and then released on to Minchinhampton
and Rodborough Commons for the summer months.
The graziers are not just after a bit of free fodder, the
cows perform an important function and are essential for
the management of the Commons helping to keep
scrubby woodland from encroaching and providing
habitats for rare flora and fauna. 

To-day cattle are ‘marked’ with ear tags. In the 1980’s
‘Marking Day’ was still a spectacle. Cows were brought
in trucks or driven along local roads to the Old Lodge in
the centre of Minchinhampton Common. They were
then herded into a cattle crush, where it was a two-man
job to fit an identification ear tag to each cow. It was
also a social event for the graziers, with wives and family
members coming along and enjoying a drink (or two)
and a meal afterwards at the ancient inn. 

This year The National Trust celebrated ‘Marking Day’
on Sunday 12th May and a number of Box residents
made their way up to the Old Lodge for the event.
Sadly, there wasn’t a cow in sight except for a life size
model and a couple of miniature cut-outs. Since Foot

and Mouth Disease and strict new controls on the
movement of cattle which were introduced in 2001
cattle are now’ marked’ on their farms and brought to
the commons on, or after 13th May. However, there was
a lot to see and do. The event was supported by
conservation charities such as The Stroud Valleys Project,
the Butterfly Conservation Trust, and ‘Back from the
Brink’ which works to save threatened species.
Gloucestershire Constabulary had a representative
talking about safety issues when driving near cattle and
across the commons. Minchinhampton Golf Club had an

informative stand
detailing how they try
to work with nature.
There was an historic
video of ‘Marking Day’
and the National Trust
engaged younger
visitors with fun but
pertinent activities as
well as providing
guided walks for adults
with a Ranger who
pointed out species of
interest. I can now
identify a Green-winged
Orchid and Mouse-ear-
hawkweed!

Jacquie Hanks
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AUTUMN ENTERTAINMENTS AT BOX VILLAGE HALL
‘Tears of Laughter’ comes to Box on the evening of 5th
October.  Mayor and James bring us a witty and
captivating mix of folk, blues, swing and classical
showstoppers, spiced with a unique brand of off-beat
anecdotes and their own individual sense of humour.
As the Shetland Times said, they ‘Left you feelin lik you
were floatin on a peerie cloud somewhar.’ You read it
here first (even if you can’t understand a word, like me).
This is the first show in the 2019/20 Air in G season, and
promises to leave big smiles on all our faces - as usual,

please book early to make sure
you get your seats.

International singing star Julie Felix wowed us last year,
and not only the audience, but the star as well, enjoyed
it so much that both asked for a repeat performance!
Put Saturday 16th November in your diary - a Julie Felix
concert is a date to remember!  It’s especially important
to book early for this as we have only a limited number
of tickets available.
For either of these terrific shows be sure to order your
tickets early - please contact:
Andy Pettit, Thimblepen, Box, Tel 834766, email
AirG@box-village.com        
OR Roger Ogle, Tel 839041, email
rogerogle@compuserve.com

Box Village REPRISE 2019!

Julie Felix
returns to Box Village
Box Village Hall  -  Saturday 16th November
Doors/Bar open 7.30pm, Concert starts 8pm

TICKETS £12.00     NO CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE FROM:
Andy Pettit AirG@box-village.com 834766  OR  Roger Ogle rogerogle@compuserve.com

B ro u g h t  t o  y o u  b y  B o x  V i l l a g e  H a l l  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  R e m a r k a b l e  P ro m o t i o n s

Please note that 
Air in G promotes
entertainments in

many Gloucestershire
villages.  If you would
like to attend shows
outside Box, you can
get information on

their programme from
Sylvia Funston 

Tel 01989 566644
or download from
www.airing.co.uk

Andy Pettit (834766)
also has a few copies

of the 2019/2020 
Air in G programme.

Mayor and James



FIRST AND THIRD FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH

Honey from 
Box Bees
Ideal for Gifts!

Beris and Jacquie Hanks
Please ring first -

Tel 836287 18

A big thank you to those of you who have contributed
to our re-gilding appeal. We are approximately half-way
to the target for local funding which would support our
application to grant organisations. The picture on the

left was taken last
time the job was
done and you can see
the complexity of the
scaffolding task which
adds substantially to
the cost of the
project.

Since I last wrote we
have established that
gift aid can be
recovered on direct
transfers to the St
Barnabas Bank

Account provided that you let me have an email with
name and address and confirmation that you pay
sufficient UK tax to cover the reclaim. So all those of you
who are struggling to locate your cheque book can now
make a direct transfer to Ac St Barnabas Church Box Ac
No. 00551464 Sort Code 30-98-
29. Email mark@greyroofs.me.uk
tel 833588

A substantial number of
postcards with local interest have
been donated to raise funds for
the appeal. The images are
shown below: a painting of St
Barnabas by Tony Guy of
Minchinhampton, the model for
a stained glass triptych and a
picture of the pen area by
renowned Box ‘Arts and Crafts’
artist Edward Payne. I have
them for sale in multiples of 12 (of any mix) for £5.

Mark Rogers

St. BARNABAS CHURCH
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BOX NEWS ‘POSTIES’
You might not be aware but there is a team of
volunteers working hard behind the scenes to ensure
Box News drops through your door.  I’d like to take this
opportunity to send a huge thank you to all our ‘Posties’
who battle the elements to ensure each and every house
in Box receives their copy three times a year.  Once
published, just over 200 copies are dropped in batches
to the team leaders who in turn hand them on to our 15
distributors to cover the whole village. If you ever have
any problems receiving your copy of Box News, please
do let me know.

Alison Edmonston  (Distribution Leader)
BoxNews@box-village.com

BOX BAR
Box Bar is open on the first and third Friday of each
month and continues to be well supported - it’s an ideal
opportunity to meet friends and neighbours and catch
up on what’s been happening in and around Box village.
There’s a full range of cask ales, lagers wines and soft
drinks.

It’s been
lovely to
see the
younger
mums and
dads who
have
recently
moved into
the village
taking it in
turns to come to bar night and meet other residents. 

If you would like to be a bar person and serve your
fellow villagers on a Friday evening please contact

Andrew
Dawes on
832545, who
will be
delighted to
introduce
you to this
fun and
rewarding
experience.

Jacquie Hanks – team
leader/distributor
Sarah Hemmings

Chris Ames
Anne Rogers

Anne Goodwin
Carolin Morris
Pauline Temple
Lynda Brown

Steve Hemmings –
team leader
Rosalind John
James Benham
Colin French
Sarah Kidson
Felicity Smith
Sarah Waite

Anne Sinclaire

YOU CAN'T SING WITH
YOUR SOCKS DOWN
Successful songs require more
than a catchy tune and an
engaging lyric.  In order to climb
the music charts a great song
requires really professional
production - that is to say, it
needs to be recorded with the
help of those talented folk the
record producer and the
recording engineer - now they really do make a
difference. Add in to the mix your performers, who
may have any amount of talent, on a scale from -100
to +100, and their egos, measured in Megalogs, and
you have that earthly paradise, the recording studio. 

Performers’ reactions to their own impassioned efforts
often go something like this (actual studio comments):
It's flat, but not as flat as it sounded
She has the voice of a siren, and we're not talking
Greek mythology
That's alright - I've heard worse on proper records
The only way to do that song is to get it done
I like it - that's why I don't think it's right
You're obscuring the chickens
I can't hear that properly, I'm left-eared
That's a TERRIBLE one..He'll like that
Let's track that 4 times - it'll make it sound
rectangular
I want you to make it more clangy, but don't change
the sound
Go for spontaneity, no matter how long it takes
It doesn't matter what the tune is as long as it goes
BASH BASH BASH
Having had limited musical training, I'm not exactly
sure what I mean
It sounded in time to me, but then I've not been well
I think senility is wreaking havoc with my brain
Don’t call us, we’ll call you.
John Storey

BACKSTAGE PASS

ACCESS:

A L L AR EA S

PERFORMER    
MANAGEMENT
ROAD CREW
FACILITIES
FRONT OF HOUSE

F
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E

JUG BAND

8

JUG BAND



ENTROPY
CHOIRS
The Capella Singers
The Cappella Singers is a small choir of approx. 40
voices singing mainly a cappella music of many styles
and periods, serious and light- hearted. We perform 4
or 5 concerts a year mostly in local churches with
lovely acoustics. Occasionally we are accompanied by
organ or piano, or, if we are really lucky, an ensemble
of period instruments. The choir was founded in 1960
so next year is our diamond anniversary! We will put
on a special celebratory concert to mark the occasion.
The choir sings to a very good standard and I know I
am very lucky to be a member. Our musical director,
Philip Colls, is a former chorister and singing teacher
and is an extremely good musician. He passes on
numerous singing techniques to us and can really get
the best out of the choir. I feel sure his baton is
actually a magic wand!
I thoroughly enjoy singing. Rehearsals are fairly
intense but interspersed with plenty of jokes and very
enjoyable. We are totally engrossed in making good
music and all thoughts of day to day life are forgotten
for the evening which, in a funny sort of way, is great
relaxation. I recommend it to anyone!
Anne Rogers

The Stanley Singers
I am a member of the Stanley Singers who I joined a
few years ago. They were formed in 1976 and have
been singing together ever since.  They have been
led by several different conductors over the years
including David Homer and Helen Sims who have
both been involved in Box Pantomimes.  We are
currently led by Barrie Cooper who also leads the
Dursley Male voice choir and accompanies the Stuart
Singers. We are a ladies only choir, no audition
required to join! who sing in two or three parts and
currently rehearse on a Monday evening in
Stonehouse Baptist church. Originally Stanley Singers
met in Leonard Stanley school hence the name. We
hold a concert in the summer in Kings Stanley village
hall and at Christmas to raise money for local charities
and are often asked to visit old folks’ homes to sing
to residents and encourage them to join in! 
Daphne Edwards
We are pretty sure that there are several more choirs
in our locality, so don’t be shy: if you are a member of
a local choir please let us know and tell us all about
it.  Just contact Jacquie Hanks:
BoxNews@box-village.com
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DO YOU REALLY NEED ALL THAT PLASTIC?
Plastic has become woven into our gardening life. You
name it, there’s a plastic gardening must-have
beseeching ‘buy me and get one free.’ There’s no
denying, too, that it’s light, durable, has a multitude of
invaluable uses, and is usually cheap.

But as nice, responsible folk, who’ve watched Blue
Planet and read the newspapers, we all understand that
our struggling planet can’t take much more of the stuff.
Weaning ourselves off plastic won’t be easy - but why
not see it as an opportunity (a theme for Box Open
Gardens maybe?) - a challenge/fun chance to unleash
your inner creativity and resourcefulness: liberating/save
money/have less clutter/less stuff we don’t use, and all
of a sudden it looks like it could be the best thing
you’ve ever done. 

Not only that, google  -
www.gardeningwithoutplastic.com

It is one of my  favourite websites - and you’ll find a
whole new Disneyworld of desirable (and designer-)
alternatives, a veritable plastic-free DIY heaven. 

It’s not a question of a totally plastic-free life, either,
more a plastic choosey one. Re-cycle, re-use (and not
use), and being careful about what kind of plastic you
do buy gives you a head start. Apparently, Polystyrene
(marked 6 on the triangular label) is one of the most
harmful for the environment; Polycarbonate (marked 7
on the triangular label) believed to be the worst plastic
mankind has invented  - a good idea to give these a
wide berth when you can. 

Here are a few more ideas: 

• Ever wondered what else you could do with those
unwanted plastic bottles, apart from making instant
cloches? Check out organic gardener, Huw Richards, You
Tube videos 

• DIY plant pots: another easy switch for free. Shed
loads of You Tube videos  showing how to make pots
out of egg boxes, toilet rolls & newspaper:

• Old yoghurt pots & disposable coffee  cups also
make good plant pots            

• Up-cycling is as good as re-cycling. You can make
stunning containers out of just about anything, including
wooden fruit crates. 
• Old saucers, dishes and plates are prettier than
plastic pot trays

• Everyone loves a bargain, especially when it’s free.
Kirsty (Location, Location, Location) is a fan of skip
diving: digging out stuff from skips – which is where my
prized collection of dinky Victorian clay pots came from.
• Charity shops are another source for gloves, garden
tools, old wine boxes - no doubt some Box residents
could oblige, too…  

• Use flattened cardboard boxes instead of plastic to
clear ground and suppress weeds.

• Chicken wire (large hole is fine) is better and cheaper
than plastic mesh for climbing plants. Once up you can’t
see it, so harmonises perfectly. My best find yet.

• DIY growbags: Supermarket bags–for-life, with
drainage holes in the bottom filled with home grown
compost for potatoes, climbing beans, cucumbers, and
medium-sized veg (tomatoes, aubergines, peppers).

• Using purse power to support companies doing the
right thing and producing sustainable alternatives when
we can is a win-win, and guarantees your ticket to
garden heaven. 

• Copper tools are the bees knees, and last a lifetime:
you deserve them! 

My favourite tip is a question: Do you really need it? Buy
less, empower yourself more. Feel a superman/
superwoman moment coming on … !

Lynda Brown



Planning applications for Beehive Cottage seem now to
have become a regular feature of this page. 

Application S.18/1854/HHOLD for the replacement of a
shed with a “bothy” at Beehive Cottage was approved by
SDC, as was S.18/2405/HHOLD for the creation of a new
door, side porch and an internal partition wall.
S.18/2488/HHOLD was then submitted for a “subterranean
car store”, but the method statement SDC requested was
never submitted and that application has recently been
withdrawn.

A retrospective application S.19/0597/HHOLD was then
submitted for the erection of a “dormer structure” at
Beehive Cottage. Minchinhampton Parish Council asked
that the District Council’s Conservation Officer inspected
the work to ensure that the dormer and any of the ongoing
extensive renovations being carried out at Beehive Cottage
would not jeopardise the cottage’s listed heritage status.
Following an inspection the dormer was approved.

Application S.19/1397/LBC has now been submitted,
requesting permission for the revision to the previously-
consented Bothy in order to include a “modest lavatory”,
and the installation of a vertically-boarded, oak door within
the existing front porch. This application will be considered
by Minchinhampton Parish Council at its next planning
meeting on 15th August.

Following the withdrawal of application S.18/2033/HHOLD
for a substantial extension to East Cottage, a new
application S.18/2584/HHOLD for a less dominant
extension gained SDC’s approval and a subsequent
application S.19/0722/HHOLD for further changes has
since been approved.

In August last year excavations began
in the field at the top of Scar Hill.
Several residents expressed concern
as to what might be happening and I
asked Stroud District Council’s
Planning Enforcement Department to take a look. It was
decided that planning consent was required for such major
excavations in an agricultural field in a Conservation Area
and within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
It was not until March this year that retrospective planning
application S.19/0466/FUL was submitted, requesting
consent to “lay an access track”. The work, which by then
had been completed, also included extensive fencing and
tree planting along the length of the track.
Minchinhampton Parish Council supported a number of
residents’ objections to the significant works, as the field in
question forms a highly visible part of the Conservation
Area from nearby and across the village. Stroud District
Council agreed with MPC and refused to give planning
permission, leaving the excavations in breach of planning
regulations. We await further activity.

Cllr Steve Hemmings
Minchinhampton Parish Councillor - Box Ward.

1 Baycroft, Box, GL6 9HH.  Tel: 01453 832908
E-mail SPH@Box-Village.com

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER
Planning Applications

22

Box Women's Institute continued to enjoy a number of
interesting monthly meetings. 
In April Ian McIntosh spoke enthusiastically about the “400
years of Stroudwater Textiles”, enlightening members with
information relating to the mills, the machinery used and
cloth produced during the past and present.
Each year in May, members discuss proposals for
resolutions of national importance; after discussion,
“Decline in local bus services” and “Don't fear the Smear”
were passed unanimously and consequently went forward
to the National AGM in
Bournemouth.
In June, a talk entitled
“Our Burgundy
Experience” was a
personal account of
Steve Taylor's life and
time spent in Burgundy.
A series of slides
showed how he and his
wife transformed an
old, extremely large
traditional French
farmhouse into an
attractive home in
which to entertain
family, friends and
paying guests.
The natural world in
which we live was July's
speaker's subject:
Robert Bryant's talk
“The Natural World of Gloucestershire” was illustrated
through slides of birds, animals, flowers and the landscapes
they inhabit, each confirming the wonders of nature in our
locality.
July has been a busy month for the Gloucestershire
Federation of Women's Institutes. Due to celebrating its
Centenary, members were invited to attend a fete held at
Lord & Lady Bathurst's garden in Cirencester. The event
proved to be a great success for members and their
families: picnics were enjoyed whilst a range of
entertainment took place for children and adults.
John Lewis also contributed to centenary celebrations by
opening the Cheltenham store one evening for the sole
benefit of the Gloucestershire Federation; four of our
members attended and enjoyed complimentary drinks and
nibbles at this special event.
Historically Box W.I. does not meet during August but
meetings will resume on September 10th with a flower
demonstration by Liz Fallon. Our meetings begin with
“Business” at 10 a.m. after which we break for tea/coffee
and biscuits at approximately 10.30, followed by our Guest
Speaker. Visitors are always welcome to join us at 10.30
a.m. (Cost: £3 inclusive).
(Please contact Box WI President, Geraldine Ames on
01453 832345 for further information). 
Gillian Edgell

BOX WI



POLITE REMINDER: BONFIRES
Over the past months we have had representation from a
few residents about garden bonfires!

Although garden bonfires have been a traditional way of
disposing of garden rubbish they often cause a nuisance to
neighbours from smoke, smell or dirt. Stroud
District Council does not have any formal Smoke Control
Zones so people are entitled to have open fires and use
wood and multi fuel stoves. However, as you are probably
aware, fires of any sort increase fine particulate matter
emissions and contribute to air pollution.

The smoke and smell from bonfires can be very annoying
to neighbours preventing them from enjoying their
gardens, opening their windows, or hanging out washing.
This is especially a problem if your neighbour or their
children are asthmatic or have a chest condition. Bonfires
can also be hazardous: to road users when smoke drifts and
reduces visibility; if they are lit close to trees, fences or
buildings which could result in fire spread; if left
unattended. 

There are no specific laws that prohibit garden bonfires, or
the times of day you can have them. If garden bonfires are
deemed to be causing a "statutory nuisance", the Council
can serve a legal notice ‘to stop causing the nuisance’.

Failure to do so is then an offence for which you can be
prosecuted. 

If you do have to
have a bonfire,
you can minimise
nuisance by:

• Burning only
dry garden
material (not
household waste,
plastic, rubber,
foam, paint. 

• Only burning
when
air pollution in
the area is ‘Low’. Please consult the DEFRA Air Information
Resource at https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/ which provides daily
forecasts. 

• Avoiding damp, windy days, and when neighbours are
likely to be enjoying their gardens on fine, sunny days, at
weekends and on Bank Holidays.

Stroud District Council has other useful information that you
may wish to consult.

COMMON ASALT
It is with great regret that we must report a case of ‘asalt’
in our otherwise peaceful village of Box. It probably won’t
hit the national news, and our enigmatic editor insists that
we apologise for the dreadful, mis-spelled pun, but we felt
it merited the attention of our loyal Box readership.

The salt-thieving culprits can be easily identified from the
‘CCTV footage’ below:

Many thanks to keen-eyed Jacquie Hanks for this revealing
shot - we hope you didn’t put yourself at risk from the
bovine miscreants!  Have you sent the pics to Crimewatch?23

BOX NEWS ADVERTISING
Box News in its current form only exists because we
have such loyal and wonderful advertisers who continue
to support us by buying our influential advertising space.

So when you want
to buy something
new, or throw a
party, or start on
some household
renovations please
think first of our
advertisers - they
support us with their advertising, and we would like to
return the compliment by giving them first refusal.
Lynda Brown

ARE YOU A NOSEY NEIGHBOUR?
Well, if not you should be! 

We do not currently have anyone to be our
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator after Pauline
Temple retired from the role. Many thanks to Pauline
for her stalwart work in liaising with the local police,
keeping us all informed of incidents and circulating
useful advice on securing our homes and keeping
ourselves safe. 

By the way, apologies to the villager whom I accosted
because I thought two unknown men entering her
property might be up to no good. They were, it
turned out, bona fide personnel who had come to
build a stone wall. Well you can never be too sure! 

SO, KEEP YOUR EYES WIDE OPEN AND REPORT
ANYTHING YOU ARE NOT HAPPY ABOUT. 
We should all be nosey neighbours – got that?!

Jacquie Hanks



LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Minchinhampton
Monday 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Wednesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 12.30pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Nailsworth
Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 6.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Box
Monday - Open all day and all night
Tuesday - Open all day and all night
Wednesday - Open all day and all night
Thursday - Open all day and all night
Friday - Open all day and all night
Saturday - Open all day and all night
Sunday - Open all day and all night

PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE
(unless otherwise credited): 
Beris Hanks; Jacquie Hanks; Mark Rogers;
Steve Hemmings; John Storey; Gill Ogle;
Val Dowling; Jane Storey; George Griffiths
and Uncle Tom Cobbleigh and all.  
Apologies to any snappers we may have
inadvertently omitted.

PRESCOTT HILL CLIMB AMERICANA DAY
On Sunday 6th October the last event of the year at the
Bugatti Owners Club at Gotherington holds its American
Day alongside the normal speed hill climb. It’s a great
family day out with side stalls, jazz
bands, jive dancers, steam cars, hot
rods, dragsters, jugglers on stilts and a
genuine wooden wall of death with the
correct period Indian motorcycles. Hot
dogs and burgers abound, ice cream
vans and memorabilia stalls are all available.
This is a very historic motorsport venue
dating back to 1938. It has retained
much of its “olde worlde” feel and
there is the most fantastic Bugatti museum there for those
who want a quick nose around. 
Competitors come from all over the UK to compete in a
range of cars from the very old to the very new and
everything in between. For more information go to
https://www.skiddle.com/whats-on/Cheltenham/-Prescott-
Gotherington-Cheltenham-GL52/Prescott-Anglo-American-
Autumn-Classic/13571596/ 
I shall hopefully be competing on the Sunday with the
Morgan Speed Championship. If the weather is clement it’s
a terrific day out. See you there?
Rob Toon (The Man in the Garage)

BRIDGE AND GAMES IN BOX VILLAGE HALL
Autumn Programme
This month, in August there will be two sessions on
Thursday - 8th and a fortnight later – August 22nd. 
From September on the first Thursday of each month I will
lead a bridge improvers seminar. The subjects will be Weak
2 Opening Bids, Transfer responses to 1NT, Pre-empting,
and ‘the fourth bid’. Each session will be about 45minutes
starting at 7.00pm with 8 prepared hands to play
afterwards and a further hour or so of social play. All are
welcome. The other room will be available for social play if
anyone wants a game and can’t bear to listen to me.
On the second and fourth Thursday of each month and
31st October there will be a gentle duplicate session which
regulars and improvers will be encouraged to play in. The
aim will be to play 15 or 16 hands and finish not long after
9.30 to ease travel home in the winter months.
On the third Thursday of each month there will be a
games evening when other board games will be played
and there will be a social bridge game in the committee
room. In previous sessions games have included
Backgammon, Pompeii, Monopoly Cards, TransAmerica,
and Bananagrams.
I hope this programme will provide something for everyone
and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.
Mark Rogers
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SIGN LANGUAGE
Estate agents are
everyone’s best friend, of
course, so it was with some
surprise and amusement
that we noted this
intriguing sign, nestling in
the roadside undergrowth.

Spotted by a keen-eyed
BN reader on his leisurely
peregrinations near Cardiff.

er, no, 
please don’t!

now that’s a
worthwhile discount . .

they offer such good
advice in the super-
market these days!



Chairman: Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box 832345  BVH@Box-Village.com

Vice-chairman: Steve Hemmings 832908

Hon Secretary: Booking Secretary: Hon. Treasurer:
Ivy Witts 834347 Jane Storey 836649 Mark Robinson 834202

Committee:
Roger Ogle 839041 Millie Kidson 832095 John & Jane Storey 872430
Sarah Kidson 832095 Colin French 883223 Andrew Dawes 832545
Andrew Pettit 834766 Phil Goodwin 832610 Chris Helps 833868

Chairman: Richard Hughes 885478 BVS@box-village.com
Hon. Treasurer: Anne Rogers 833588

Committee:
Ian Witts 834347 Penny Helps 833868 Steve Hemmings 832908
Alison Pettit 834766 John Storey 872430 Colleen Rothwell 836029

Art Group (co-chairmen) Jill Harwood  886233 jillharwooduk@gmail.com

Sue Dixon  885252 suekdixon@hotmail.com

Barnabas Painters Alan Hopkins 825665 alan.hopkins733@btinternet.com

Bridge Group Mark Rogers 833588 BoxBridge@box-village.com

Coffee Mornings Daphne Edwards 832283 BoxCoffee@box-village.com

Gardening Club Mark Rogers 833588 BoxGarden@box-village.com

Parish Council Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

Church Convenor Colin French 883223 BoxChurch@box-village.com

Swimming Club Andrew Pettit 834766 BoxSwim@box-village.com

Box Players, Chairman Brian Woosey 832345 BoxPlayers@box-village.com

Box Players, Co-ordinator Jacquie Hanks 836287 jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk

Box WI Anne Hughes 07725 525451 BoxWI@box-village.com

Neighbourhood Watch (vacant post) BoxNeighbourhoodWatch@box-village.com

Box News Editor Brendan Clements 887376 BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Advertising Lynda Brown 833118 BoxAdvertising@box-village.com

Box News Features Editor Jacquie Hanks 836287 BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Distribution Alison Edmonston 836309 BoxNews@box-village.com

Village Hall Bookings Jane Storey 836649 BVHbookings@box-village.com

Box Bar Andrew Dawes 832545 BoxVigil@box-village.com

Website Editor Chris Helps 833868 WebEditor@box-village.com

Website Co-ordinator Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

GWT (Box Wood) George Griffiths 07464 486732 George.griffiths@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

NB  The Editor would be grateful if you could notify him of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.

BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE

VILLAGE CONTACTS



A MAN OF MANY PARTS: BRIAN WOOSEY
Most of you will already know Brian from his
contributions to Box Players: as the script writer of our
village pantomimes; as one of our leading actors; and
on occasions, as director as well. However, Brian is ‘a
man of many parts’ as I found out when I interviewed
him recently about his life after retirement. Brian had a
long and successful career (forty-two years) in GCHQ
and I wondered how he managed when retirement
came along.

Did you look
forward to
retirement and
plan what you
would do with all
the free time?
Brian told me that
he had looked
forward to
retirement and
planned well
ahead. He and his
wife Anne wished
to settle down in
the country so on
his leaving GCHQ
in early 1995 they
moved from

Cheltenham to a new home in Box. He did not miss his
work and although his lifestyle had changed, he didn’t
stop. Instead he reinvented himself as a university
undergraduate.  He had not had the chance, due to
circumstances at the time, to go to university despite
achieving four good A-levels at school (adding Russian
and Turkish later). So, six months before his due
retirement date he started to apply to universities to
undertake a first degree. He was offered several places
but chose Bristol to read Italian Studies. One challenge
was starting a new language from scratch! He was the
oldest undergraduate on his course but enjoyed the
company of his young fellow, mainly female students,
and became Student Union representative for his year.
He spent the week in Bristol living in student
accommodation returning to Box at weekends. In his
third year he studied in Siena, Italy, living in the city with
Anne and a fellow Bristol student. They lived the Italian
life: enjoying the culture of Tuscany; sampling the food
and wine; making friends; and watching the palio. He
did well on the course achieving a first-class honours
degree.

What do you most enjoy about retirement?
Brian said he enjoys having the freedom to do what
he wants, with fewer responsibilities than when
working. Retirement has meant that he has spent
more time listening to music, reading, visiting art
galleries, ‘collecting’ and travelling. He enjoys
classical and folk music and has listened to complete
works of his favourite composers: Beethoven,
Vaughan Williams, Haydn, Shostakovich among
others. With Beethoven, for example, it took a whole
year. He started listening to Opus 1 – 12 in January
finishing in December with Opus 135. He also read a
detailed biography of the composer in parallel to

listening to his music. Brian reads about four books a
month, which include fiction, history, popular science,
and poetry. He particularly enjoys the latter and owns
over 500 volumes of poetry. In retirement Brian has
been able to continue adding to his ‘collections’:
historic newspapers, Edwardian “theatrical”
postcards, etchings, and even souvenir pencils (he has
over 200 collected from places visited and events
attended). Brian and Anne are well travelled and have
visited the USA and Canada (east and west coasts),
China, Peru, Russia, Armenia, and Sicily to mention a
few places!
Are there things you have done in retirement that
you never imagined you would?
When working Brian never thought he would be able
to travel to countries behind the former Iron Curtain.
He reported that since retiring It has been an eye-
opener to visit such places as the Baltic States, East
Germany, Russia, Armenia and Slovakia. A skill he
never imagined he would master is to ride a horse.
He and Anne had several holidays at a ranch in
Colorado where everyone rides. So, Brian had lessons
at Hyde Stables and “learned how to stay on a
horse”! Brian had some involvement with amateur
dramatics while living in Cheltenham but had never
written a full-length pantomime for the stage until he
went on a ‘Creative Writing’ course in
Minchinhampton. His first pantomime for Box Players
was ‘Dick Whittington’ and since then he has
provided twelve more scripts. There is always one (or
two) in the pipeline!
Are there still things that you would like to do or
achieve?
Brian described his ambitions as ‘mountains to climb’.
These included reading the major works of such
authors as Proust, Byron and James Joyce and
classical Greek and Roman literature. He has recently
finished Joyce’s ’Ulysses’. He wants to explore
different subjects such as Science in greater depth
and to do more writing. He hasn’t written as many
poems as he used to and this is something that he
also hopes to resume. Generally, he hopes to keep
healthy and do more of the things that interest him
and that keep his mind active.
Do you have any advice for people who are about to
retire?
Brian was hesitant and humble about giving any advice
on retirement. He felt that concentrating on what you do
best is useful but also on “trying out new things”.
Keeping physically active is also important. (You may
have noticed Brian walking around Box and the
Common, something he has done throughout his
retirement.) Brian also suggests doing activities that are
mentally challenging: he does codeword puzzles and
sudoku every day over breakfast.  He feels that having
an ‘I can’ philosophy, pushing oneself, and remembering
that you need to ‘use it, or lose it’ is helpful. Keeping
your contacts with family and friends is of paramount
importance. He finds following and taking an interest in
what his daughter, son, and grandchildren are doing is
very rewarding. 

I felt privileged having interviewed Brian and returned
home extremely positive as to what I could think about
in retirement. Thank you so much, Brian.

Jacquie Hanks
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ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing,
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904 058866
email:

sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com

web: 

myvillagehandymanstroud.com
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CHICKEN OF THE WOODS
Of course there are lots of flora and fauna in Box
Wood, and long may it continue, but it is likely that
many visitors to the woods miss the wonderful variety
of fungi that appear from time to time.
Whilst walking down the main footpath in July this
year, I spotted a fungi known by the common name

of “Chicken of the
Woods”, apparently
given that name
because, when
cooked in a stew or
casserole, it tastes
very similar to
chicken.
However the one I
spotted was so large
that I think a more
appropriate name
would be “Turkey of
the Woods”. It was
about a metre across
and approximately
the same in height.
Although most of
them are quite
common, Box Wood
is host to a large

number of fungi. A few appear
throughout the year, but the best
season for spotting fungi is late
autumn, and the pictures
alongside this article show a
selection of the fungi that I
spotted during the 2018 season.
A word of warning! Please do not
forage for fungi in Box Wood, for
several reasons. 

All fungi have a part to
play in the ecology of the
woodland and, although
some apparently taste of
chicken, most do not, and
some of the fungi are very
poisonous indeed if eaten.
You have been warned!
Steve Hemmings
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MYSTERY EGGS OF natrix natrix
If you come across leathery eggs of about 25 to 30 mm long, the
‘extra bonus’ your compost heap has provided is to act as a natural
incubator for the natrix natrix, more commonly known as the grass
snake. The grass snake is Britain’s largest snake (adults are between
70 to 100cm long) and they are completely harmless. They frequent
gardens to visit ponds for food (amphibians and fish) and if you are
lucky, they will lay between 10 and 40 eggs in your compost heap
during June and July. The grass snake is olive green in colour with
black barring on its sides and black and white markings on its belly.
It has a black crescent and yellow/orange collar behind its head. If
you find one and try to handle it the grass snake may excrete a foul-
smelling liquid as a deterrent or it may turn over on its back with
mouth open pretending to be dead. It will come back to life when
the threat is over and slither quickly and silently away.
Jacquie Hanks

BOX WOOD - SUMMER UPDATE
2019’s exceptionally hot summer has seen our Box
Wood Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust volunteers hard
at work erecting kissing gates, creating and
protecting “coppice stools”, removing barbed wire
fencing and replacing post and rail fences around Box
Wood and Stuart Fawkes Fields.

Thanks also
to all the
volunteers
who have
been involved
with installing
kissing gates
at Box Wood
and Stuart
Fawkes
Fields.
Particular
thanks to
Vagn and

Veronica Madsen (Woodland Cottage, Box) who paid
for a new, much needed kissing gate between Box
Wood and Iron Mills
Common. Their new kissing
gate, and another at the
lower end of Stuart Fawkes
Fields provided by
Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust, both installed by the volunteers, have made it
much easier for all of us to enjoy a beautiful circular
walk through Box Wood, across Iron Mills Common
and back into Box via Stuart Fawkes Fields. If you
haven’t tried that route, I cannot recommend it
strongly enough. I am passing on the compliment
below from one of our regular visitors to Box Wood.
“A big THANK YOU from the Nailsworth Health
Walkers. Thanks to the kissing gate being there, we
came through that way this afternoon and everyone
said how much they enjoyed the route. Quite a few of
our walkers have trouble with stiles, so it is wonderful
to be able to do a circuit round Box now with kissing
gates at either end. Please thank all your team.”
Hopefully we still have a few months of summer

remaining but, as the days get shorter, the nights
longer and the temperatures cooler, the GWT
volunteers will be able to return to the task of
removing the invasive cherry laurel from the woods.
Last year we cut and burnt most of the cherry laurel
from alongside the main footpath, but huge
quantities still dominate an area just below the
Wilkinson memorial gate. Hopefully the coming cold
season will enable the volunteers (aided by GWT’s
chainsaws) to remove much of this laurel, opening a
space for a wider variety of deciduous saplings and
wild flowers to take its place.

We are also hoping that 2019 will see the restoration
of the stone pillars and the fitting of a replacement
steel gate into Box Wood at Devil’s Elbow.
Volunteers are always made very welcome to assist
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust with the maintenance of
Box Wood and Stuart Fawkes Fields, usually on a
Thursday, meeting at 09.30 on Box Village Green. If
the welfare of wildlife isn’t enough to attract your
attention, there’s usually the reward of coffee and
biscuits at 11.00, so please do come and join us to
lend a hand if you can.
Steve Hemmings


