
issue 115, December 2018Box Village website - www.box-village.com

The Village Show demonstrated just
how much creative talent and
horticultural knowledge there is in Box,
and it isn’t just the oldsters, either!

There’s nothing like a village
wedding to stir the blood and lift
our spirits.  Box girl Elizabeth and
Scot Xander tied the knot in style!

Some call him Alfie, others Francis, but
whatever his name, he and his equine
friends often help our human volunteers
to keep the village green tidy!

John Perks and David Ashmore said
goodbye to Box for the last time this
year.  They both played active parts in
village life and will be sorely missed

This enterprising young man sets an
excellent example to us all - he is
raising funds to help provide modern
toilet facilities in third-world countries

Yes, it’s back! Box Village Players will
be putting on their wonderful
Pantomime in March.  This is fabulous
fun for audience and Players alike.
DO NOT MISS THIS FAB SHOW!

Shiny Charms from the Christmas PuddingShiny Charms from the Christmas Pudding

Winners all! - see pages 16 - 18

Careful with that sporran! - see page 15

Lawn mowers on four legs - see page 4

Fond farewells - see pages 13, 23

George spends a penny! - see page 3

It’s behind you! - see page 19
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“LIGHT UP BOX” CHRISTMAS EVENT
A couple of months ago Sally
Moreland said to me that she
thought it might be fun to put a
Christmas tree on the village green.
From that comment the first Light up
Box event was born! We decided
eventually to hold it at the Village
Hall and dress the tree that lives
there!

On Friday 7 December the day of the event arrived and
contrary to everyones expectations , IT DIDNT RAIN! 

It was the first event in
Box Village Hall for a long
time where the average
age wasn’t 60, thanks to a
wonderful influx of
parents, with children of
all ages, who have
recently moved into
Box.  The event was very
well attended with

approximately 80 villagers joining in the festivites
including around 20 children.

continued overleaf

There are so many people to thank for helping with all
the organisation:

Sally Moreland for having the initial inspiration and
being such a supportive Co-organiser;

Andrew Dawes, our lighting consultant(!) who helped
unravel the complexities of ordering 90 metres of tree
lights;

Chris Helps and Jade Ross for doing sterling work
getting the lights up onto the tree;

Our MC Rob Toon who did a great off-the-cuff job!

Katrine Musgrave for her excellent childrens activities
area, and leading the carol singing;

Steve Hemmings for his musical input;



The mystery surrounding the numbered labels
attached to our salt bins by the Gloucestershire
County Council was resolved by Steve Hemmings, our
venerable Parish Councillor. It turned out that the
County Council was merely adding our salt bins to
their list so that they would be regularly checked and
filled with salt when necessary. The salt bins still
remain the property of the BVS despite what the
yellow labels on them may say.
Unfortunately, the meeting with Jake Lukas of Novalis
Trust arranged for 12th November was cancelled by
him shortly before the meeting and we now await an
alternative date from him. Our agenda includes
parking on the common, their proposals for the future
use of the volleyball court and the noise and other
problems associated with it. We also want to discuss
the time scale for the building of their proposed
Sports Hall which has parking implications.
I am sure by now you will have noticed the wonderful
new Christmas lights in the fir tree in front of the
Village Hall. This was a great idea by Pauline Temple
and Sally Morland made possible by the joint
sponsorship of BVS with the Box Village Hall and an
anonymous donor. There was a formal switching on
7th December followed by carols and children’s
games. Mince pies for everyone and mulled wine from
Box Bar made everything go with a swing. It was so
successful we hope that it will be an annual event.
May I take this opportunity on behalf of the
committee of Box Village Society to wish you and your
family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.
Richard Hughes, Chairman, Box Village Society.

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY
All Box residents are Members

“LIGHT UP BOX” EVENT
continued from front page
There are so many people to
thank for helping with all the
organisation:

Sally Moreland for having the
initial inspiration and being
such a supportive Co-
organiser;

Andrew Dawes, our lighting
consultant(!) who helped
unravel the complexities of
ordering 90 metres of tree lights;

Chris Helps and Jade Ross for doing sterling work
getting the lights up onto the tree;

Our MC Rob Toon who did a great off-the-cuff job!

Katrine Musgrave for her excellent childrens activities
area, and leading the carol singing;

Steve Hemmings for his musical input;

Jacquie Hanks for the delicious mulled wine;

Ivy and Ian Witts for running the Box Bar
along with everyone that helped them; 

Chris Ames for being a most entertaining
Father Christmas;

Richard Hughes for taking photos;

and Box Village Society, Box Village Hall and our most
generous anonymous sponsor, all of whom jointly
funded the event.

A special thank you to
Young George who was
collecting pennies for
the Minch cubs who are
running a Spend a Penny
fundraiser for all the
countries that don’t have
toilets at all!  Good for
you George - a timely
reminder of the true
meaning of Christmas
(see opposite).

Finally a special thank you to everyone who came along
to the event!  It simply would not have been the same
without you!
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to you all.
Pauline Temple

Keep in touch with all the happenings in Box: just
send an email to   BVH@Box-Village.com    and ask
to be added to the village information email list.
And hey presto!! You will know almost everything
that is going on in the village and surrounding area!
(NB if you are already on Chris Ames’s email list,
there’s no need to register on the BVH list).
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DECEMBER
21st: Box Bar with Fish & Chip Supper, 6.30-
8.00pm BVH 
23rd: St Barnabas Church, Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols, 5.30pm
25th: St Barnabas Church, Communion Service with
Carols, 9.00am 
31st: New Year’s Eve

JANUARY 2019
1st: New Year’s Day – watch out for details
8th: Box WI, ’I was an Olympic Volunteer – Twice’ -
Mike Cooper 10.00am BVH
15th Gardening Club AGM and Question Time with
our local team 7.30pm BVH 
18th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm
18th: Gardening Club AGM and Question Time
7.30pm BVH
FEBRUARY
1st: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
9th: Box Safari Supper – watch out for details
12th: Box WI ‘Celebrities at the Market House’ –
Sue Simmonds 10.00am BVH
15th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH 
17th: Newcomers Party, all residents are welcome
12.00 noon BVH
19th Gardening Club Colin Olle – History and
Activities of the NGS
MARCH
1st: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
12th: Box WI, ‘Podiatry – How to look after your
Feet!’- Geoff Baldero 10.00 am BVH
15th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
19th Gardening Club Mansdie - Potter 50 Shades
of Green 
21st: Pantomime: Rumpelstiltskin 7.30pm BVH
22nd: Pantomime: Rumpelstiltskin 7.30pm BVH
23rd: Pantomime: Rumpelstiltskin 2.30pm matinee
and 7.30pm BVH
APRIL
5th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH: Box Village Hall
AGM 8.00pm
9th: Box WI, ‘400 years of Stroudwater Textiles’ –
Ian McIntosh 10.00 am BVH
16th Gardening Club Nick Macer
19th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

BOX NEWS - SPRING 2019 EDITION
Our Spring edition should appear during April
so if you have material you would like included,

please give it to Jacquie Hanks or 
Brendan Clements by Friday 29th March

GEORGE AND MICHELE SPEND A PENNY!
George and Michele have written to say how grateful
they were for all the support from the Box village
community at The Lighting up Box evening for the 1st
Minchinhampton Cubs group 'Spend a Penny' appeal.

The appeal aimed at
raising money for toilet
facilities in developing
countries. The cub group
are aiming to raise
£300.00 and thanks to the
generosity of Box
villagers, George
managed to collect a
whopping £65 to
contribute towards that
total, which is amazing.

They will let us know how
much the cub group raise
overall in the New Year.

Well done indeed!



The end of October has come and no one in Box has
volunteered to take on the role of Neighbourhood
Watch Co-ordinator.  So sadly, I leave this post without a
successor, but I do have a couple of suggestions.    
If you wish to continue receiving all the neighbourhood
alerts that the local Stroud Neighbourhood Policing
send out about local crime as well as the more national
concerns such as the most recent scams, etc. then go
to www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk  where you can sign
up to receive all the alerts that you want!
If you see something or someone suspicious then dial 101
(please don’t call me!) or if you do want to be in touch
with our local Police Neighbourhood Officers, they are:
PC Thomas Coombs at:
thomas.coombs@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO Tanya White at:
tanya.white@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
Stay safe, and do contact Tanya if you want any home
security advice.
Pauline Temple  01453 836468
or email   templepauline@gmail.com
PS A polite reminder: if you are going on holiday please
ensure that a close neighbour has access and knows
what to do if your burglar alarm goes off. There have
been a couple of incidents in the village where alarms
have sounded and could not easily be silenced.

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS 
LETTINGS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

An established local family firm
supported by a friendly loyal team
who all live locally, specialising in
the sale of traditional country
properties throughout the

Cotswolds and the Severn Vale
Stroud • Minchinhampton • Painswick • Mayfair

01453 755552 � 01453 886334 � 
01452 814655 � 0207 467 5330
sales@murraysestateagents.co.uk
www.murraysestateagents.co.uk 4

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

HIRE OUR VILLAGE HALL
Box Village Hall is available for hire, both to residents of
Box and those who live elsewhere. The Hall is a
spacious, light and well-equipped venue, ideally suited
to parties, receptions, club meetings, anniversaries,
dance functions and concerts. There is a fully-equipped
kitchen, folding tables and chairs plus a Loop installation
for those with hearing aids.
Seating capacity when using our tables and chairs is 80
persons, or 100 for concerts
which is the maximum capacity in
accordance with fire regulations. 
The Hall is available for rental at
attractive rates:
Box Residents: £6.00 per hour or
£8 per hour on Saturdays
Non-residents: £12.00 per hour,
or £16 per hour on Saturdays
All Business Users (anyone who
makes a charge for their services,
whether resident in Box or not):
£12.00 per hour, or £16 per hour
on Saturdays.
Please contact Jane Storey on 836649 or email
BVHbookings@box-village.com for enquiries or to make
your booking.

VOLUNTEER VILLAGE LAWNMOWERS
You may remember that we paid tribute, in the last issue
of Box News, to the sterling work done by our team of
lawnmowing volunteers, who keep the village green
looking spick and span.
Since then another team of volunteers, four-legged this
time, has been helping to keep the grass down - we are
sure you will recognise them!

AFTER ‘OPEN STUDIOS’
(in the summer issue)
A Box News reader wrote to
us saying “It was fascinating
to read about Rod Nelson
and his studio, as we recently
went to the RA Summer Show
with our eldest boy and he
absolutely loved the print of
the waterfall (High Falls) which
we saw hanging in the show.
Fantastic to know that his
studio is in Box. Interesting to
discover that Shiko Munakata
is such an influence.”



BOX WOOD UPDATE
From the number of regular volunteers undertaking what
can often be very hard work in Box Wood to clear
invasive plants, repair and create tracks and erect gates
and fences, it is clear that there is amazing enthusiasm
amongst local residents, but what about Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust (GWT)?

Well I’m very pleased to say that GWT have given and
continue to provide enormous quantities of support,
recently demonstrated by the assignment of Emma
Settle to Box Wood. Emma is part
of GWT’s “Living Landscapes”
team and now assists GWT’s South
Cotswolds Reserves Manager
George Griffiths when he leads
Box Wood volunteer days. Emma
is also very active on many other
days in Box Wood when she works
with fellow members of the Living
Landscapes team to progress with
creating a SuDS (Sustainable
Drainage System), also, though
less politely, known as the “leaky dam” project.

Local authorities are encouraging the creation of
Sustainable Drainage Systems in relation to new and
existing developments, to slow down the damage
resulting from water rapidly running off developed areas
such as roads, footpaths, car parking areas, driveways
and other hard surfaces and rushing down streams,
where it can quickly flood villages, towns and transport
facilities within minutes of a downpour and wash away
valuable stream wildlife and river banks. Whilst Box does
not have the same acreage of impermeable supermarket
car parks and roadways as urban and suburban districts,
there is nevertheless a very large amount of water that
drains off our roads and house roofs that flows into our
road drains and then joins all the swelling springs and
streams as they flow through Box Wood. (You may not
appreciate that all road drains in Box eventually pour
their contents into Box Wood!). 

Slowing this flow not only
reduces flood risk in the
valleys below but also
provides a series of
miniature wetland
opportunities for water-
borne creatures to exist,
which in turn creates
additional wildlife
opportunities.

Thus Emma and her team have been felling and utilising
some of the less valuable shrubs and trees at the sides
of the streams to create those leaky dams, starting near
“the pond” and working her way down the stream
towards Devil’s Elbow.

Meanwhile, now that the nesting season and the hot
weather are long since over, George’s volunteers have
had two major projects to entertain them. The first is to
continue last season’s work in removing as much of the
invasive Cherry Laurel as possible. It is hoped that by
the end of March, when this kind of work stops again to
allow birds to start nesting, we will have removed almost

all of the Laurel adjoining the main footpath down to its
junction with Scar Hill. Well, we can but hope!

The second task that
GWT has set about is to
widen a footpath to
create what is often
referred to as a “ride”
or very wide track
between the clearing in
the south east corner of
Box Wood and Iron
Mills Common. This ride
will act as a “wildlife
highway” allowing
greater movement and
hence greater
diversification of wildlife
between the woodland
and the common. The
National Trust partly
cleared Iron Mills Common of scrub last year to help
facilitate this, and now GWT and the volunteers are
clearing the track between the common and the
clearing.

Our thanks to another
generous donor who
has offered to
purchase a new
kissing gate to be
inserted on the
boundary between
Box Wood and Iron
Mills Common. This
gate is on order and
will create an
increasingly necessary
barrier to cows now
that Iron Mills
Common has been
cleared and our
footpath is being
widened, as otherwise

the footpath into Box Wood will become more visible
and tempting for cows to explore. 

Steve Hemmings
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ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs

“same great service, great value, great workmanship”
Local staff and professional, friendly service

We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability
•  Discount  MOT  £39.95
•  Competitive service prices
•  Convenient location
•  Free collection

8.30am - 5.30pm   Monday – Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm   Saturday

Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton,
GL6 9HA

Call us for quotes on 01453 889207

THE MAN IN THE GARAGE 2018
The end of the season and what a curate’s egg it was!
For the first time ever I had reliability issues that were all
to do with bedding in the new engine and getting used
to the increase in power. 

As usual much time has been spent fettling in the
garage and it has been a real pleasure to stop and chat
with so many people,
residents, visitors and
locals alike. 

In total I tackled eleven
events across the country
travelling as far North as
Harewood in
Yorkshire, East as far
as Snetterton in Norfolk,
South to Lydden Hill in
Kent and all points in
between. On all occasions
the entry lists with cars of
all different makes and
models making the
spectating varied and
interesting. I was competing in
two championships the first
being the Classic Marques and the second being the
Morgan Sports Car Club. I can happily report that the
level of personal abuse (given and received) and
politically incorrect banter positively thrives in both
camps making it all the more enjoyable in these days of
clinically filtered conversations and instant rebuke. 

Challenges this year included an incontinent oil pump
that insisted on emptying itself all over the paddock at
Gurston Down near Salisbury, a mystery and persistent
misfire that defeated amateur mechanics and qualified
engineers alike and finally a blown gearbox that
completely detonated itself at Curborough circuit
resulting in a new and stronger version being bought
from the Isle of Man and then modified to fit my car. 

In total it was fitted and removed three times before
finally being located in exactly the right location. Anglo
Saxon phraseology abounded, several new colourful and
descriptive words were invented, knuckles were scraped,
hair was pulled out. Matron mopped furrowed brows,
brought beer to the garage and made vast urns of tea
and sandwiches during the process. The resulting time

lapse in fitment caused me to miss two vital
rounds at Shelsley Walsh with the subsequent loss
of championship points. 

All new suspension and brakes will be fitted over
the winter months plus an updated cooling system

and light weight ancillaries (to give more power to
weight) that should keep me busy until the spring.

Next year my focus will be on the Classic Marques
Championship which will have over one hundred
registered competitors for me to play with. I am
also cajoling matron to come with me to the St
Goueno Hillclimb in France which is one of the
longest and fastest climbs in Europe. For those of
you with nothing better to do have a look on

YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOfNIUTu9ok

and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-b173JOJSE

which with give you a flavour of a very sociable and
competitive event!!

In the meantime I look forward to weeks of fettling and
polishing in the depths of the garage! Sad aren’t I?!!!

Rob Toon

Friday Coffee continues to be very well supported and the
Committee room is frequently packed to capacity. 
As well as Box residents we
welcome visitors and friends
from the locality and we have a
number of ‘regulars’ from
Minchinhampton. It is a
wonderful opportunity to meet
other villagers, catch up with
news, and share a thoroughly
pleasant hour or so drinking
coffee (or tea) and chatting.
Coffee and biscuits are served
between 10.30 am and 11.30am.
Please come and join us.
Daphne Edwards, 832283

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE
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MEET THE ADVERTISERS
Robert Timms Garage
Having friendly, professional local garages is a godsend,
especially one that has become one of our loyal
advertisers, namely Robert Timms.   

Its founder, Robert Timms, was a local farmer’s son, who
opened his first garage in Middle Street in Stroud over
30 years ago. He ran the garage with the same farming
ethos that he had been brought up with: if you
could, repair it rather than replace it – which earned him
a lot of respect, and an approach that has stood the test
of time! 

Robert’s son, Jeremy, now runs the family business. In
2013 they moved out of Stroud and bought
the Hempsted MOT centre in Gloucester, but wanted to
keep their local links, so 5 years ago, on the site
formerly owned by the coach company, Robert Timms
Garage ‘junior ‘moved to Minchinhampton. It is run by
manager Iain Carty, who hails from Burleigh (his mother
still lives in the same cottage) and he went to
Minchinhampton school. It’s still very much a ‘family’
affair - Ian has worked for the Timms family for about 25
years, and the team, Tom, Dave, and Justin, have also
clocked up 10-15 years each, so as Iain says, like family,
they all know each other inside out. 

Most of us, I guess, probably think garages are all about
getting under cars, mending stuff, and getting dirty. For
Ian it is as much about meeting people from all walks of
life, and getting to know them. He’s particularly
interested in the stories from older generations – as he
says they have so much to tell. One of his customers, in
his early nineties who lives in Box Crescent, was a
parachutist in World War II.  

“I’m in awe of what he’s done and the stories he has to
tell”, says Iain, “most people see him as elderly, but I
see him as a hero”. 

He also says cars were a lot less complicated when he
started, and that his boss could tell what was wrong just
by listening to the engine. These days, cars are
sophisticated, and diagnosis may rely on ‘high tech’ but
it’s still experience that counts. “We’re always learning,
every time a new car comes out, there’s new faults to
fix.  No one knows it all, so sharing information, tools,
and helping each other with other local garages is a part
of how we work.  For example, we work closely with
Blue Boys Garage, and send each other customers. It
works really well”.

Despite technology and fancy apps, it seems the same
advice holds true. With winter approaching, top tips are
to make sure your tyres are in good condition; check the
anti-freeze, and make sure you’ve got water in your
wipers. Iain also recommends winter tyres, or snow
socks – a tip from a local policeman. These dinky
accoutrements cost about £50 and can be used as an
alternative to snow chains specifically in thick snow.
Needless to say, there are lots of videos and stuff about
them on You Tube, though I haven’t found a pink pair
yet.

Finally, it’s worth pointing out, Robert Timms specialise
in MOT’s, and also offer full car services and repairs,
including welding.  As I know, they also don’t even mind
when you clearly don’t know how to open your bonnet,
or go cross- eyed at the mention of gaskets; and have
been known to bale out this poor damsel in distress
when she needed her car light bulb changing. 

Lynda Brown

WE ARE WATCHING!
A perennial plea in Box
Newsletter over the years
has been to all motorists to
‘watch their speed’.

Most of our village is a
20mph area but sadly there
are those who do not seem
to see (or heed) the signs.
Also, there have been
motorists spotted on their
mobile phones whilst driving
on our lanes. 

We have a number of young children, dog walkers and
of course animals off the common which regularly pass

through the
village and on
Friday mornings
there is the
Great Pram
Push. 

So please CUT
YOUR SPEED!
and please note
any persistent
offenders.

Thankyou

THE BIG PUSH
If you happen to be walking through Box at about
11.30am to 12.00 noon on a Friday you may well come
across a large group comprised of pram pushers, mums
and a few dads with babes in carriers, one or two
‘waiting to be
mums’ and well
behaved dogs
on leads. This
informal group
gather at the
Half Way Café
most Fridays, if
the weather
permits, for a
social get-
together with
cakes and tea or
coffee. They
then embark on
their circular
walk taking
them through the heart of Box. They are extremely
friendly and welcoming as I found out when
inadvertently pushing my grandson home in his pram, I
was invited to join them!

Jacquie Hanks



KALE, CAESAR!
I think it must be a northern European thing. Despite all
the exotic fruit and vegetables available year-round,
there’s something about winter that makes me still crave
leafy greens, especially brassicas, glistening with melted
butter. In the south of France recently, although it had
turned decidedly chilly, roasted aubergine and tomato
just wasn’t hitting the spot. After a few weeks of
standard boiled greens, though, the taste-buds start to
rebel, demanding something a bit more sophisticated,
with a bit of texture, maybe a bit of zing? Enter the
winter Caesar Salad, a punchy combination of cavolo
nero, cheat’s Caesar dressing, fragrant Parmesan and
croutons.  

This recipe first came from Lucas Holweg, in ‘House and
Garden’ magazine. Of course, he makes his dressing
from scratch, properly, with egg yolks. I faithfully
followed his instructions and it was ... ok, and very time-
consuming. Not Worth It. So, I give you my own cheat’s
dressing which does take more time than buying a
bottle, but does taste a lot, lot better.

For 2 people

200g cavolo nero, whole leaves.

1-2 anchovy fillets, the ones packed in oil in a tin or
a jar

pinch salt

clove of garlic the size of your little fingernail

Parmesan: about a dessert spoonful grated, plus
more for shaving onto the salad later

1 heaped dessert spoonful each of mayonnaise and
natural yoghurt

1 level dessert spoonful of cream

Juice of half a lemon

2 thick slices of bread, about 100g, cut into
2.5cm/1” cubes

First, give your cavolo nero a drink. Just like a bunch of
flowers, cut a little bit off the bottom of the leaves and
stand in a jug of water for as long as you can. Your
slightly floppy, tired leaves will firm up miraculously (this
works for most veg, especially broccoli).  

Next, make the dressing.
Raw garlic won’t sit very
long before tasting off, so
you can only make this
about an hour in
advance.Even if you love
garlic, please note a little
goes a long way in this.  It’s
not supposed to be the
dominant flavour; this
dressing is much more than
the sum of its parts. Crush

the peeled clove of garlic with a tiny pinch of salt (for
traction) with a pestle and mortar until it forms a paste.
(If it doesn’t form a paste, your garlic is too old and dry.
Use another clove and just crush with the back of a knife
and add to the dressing when it’s mixed, remembering
to fish it out before pouring.) Add the anchovies and
smush likewise. Pour in 1 dessert spoonful of lemon

juice to loosen the mixture and
scrape into a small jug. Then mix
in the yoghurt, mayo and
cream.  The cream is
necessary to temper the
garlic, and has fewer
calories than full-fat
mayonnaise, so don’t
feel guilty. Mix in
the grated
Parmesan and

taste for seasoning.
If it tastes too rich, add

more lemon juice. 

Back to the brassicas. Cut
each leaf in half lengthways and

remove the entire stalk. They are always leathery, and
this is supper, not punishment. Each half should then be
chopped into 5cm/2” lengths.  Put into a large bowl,
and toss with about half the dressing. It won’t coat the
leaves evenly, but that doesn’t matter. Divide between
two large plates. Fry the croutons until just crisp, not
pub-style cinders which explode when stabbed with a
fork.  The trick is to toss vigorously in oil or butter the
minute they go into the pan, turn before you think they
are ready, then turn off leaving them to continue
cooking in the residual heat. Divide the croutons
between the two plates, shave the Parmesan over the
top, and splosh (I cannot bring myself to say ‘drizzle’)
the dressing over the top. Just like a summer Caesar
salad, some cooked chicken would be very nice with this
or, for meat-eaters’ perfection, some of Taylor’s smoked
bacon cut into thick strips.

NB: If you have made more dressing than you need, it
makes for a pretty superior tuna sandwich mixture the
following day. Add capers or cornichons to go full
gourmet.
Sophie Beveridge

BOX UP NORTH
A small group of Boxites travelled up North to
Northumberland and were lucky enough to be invited
to visit ex-Box resident Evelyn Swann, her daughter
Fran and friend Peter who now live near Haydon
Bridge. Thank you for entertaining us so well!

cavolo nero
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1 Wellesley Cottage, Wells Road, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7AF
Tel 01452 770855  Mob 07976 383969  Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk

All types of Patios, 
Garden Restoration Work, 

Block Paving, Drives, 
Block and Brick Work.

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE
Dry Stone Walling Specialists

Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend
Horsley, Stroud

Gloucestershire GL6 0PE
01453 836 572    07966 223045
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unbridled revelry at the Gardening Club Christmas Party!

Autumn is behind us and now it’s all parties, seed orders and talks.
Gardening books usually say this is the time to evaluate how the
gardening year went and to plan ahead for the next growing
season. However, it’s also time for a jolly good rest!  
Sept 18th David Cropp – Defensive Gardening at a Time of
Climate Change
David provided us with a lot of useful reminders and some novel
ideas for reducing needless effort and being effective gardeners.
He suggested that we “garden instinctively” and to stop wasting
time on endless weeding and stone removal, to throw slugs and
snails in the compost heap and to stop growing highly strung
hybrids and to return to the original tougher stocks. 
Oct 11th Nick Macer – Snow in Burma: Plant hunting the remote
wilds of Northern Kachin. This was a joint meeting with Amberley
Gardening Club, in Amberley, and there was a good attendance.
The original speaker for this evening was unable to come and Nick
kindly stepped in at late notice. As ever his enthusiasm and wonder
in the world of plants was infectious. The plants, with their
seemingly endless forms and varieties were the main event but we
also got a good idea of the difficulties and effort involved in this
sort of plant hunting expedition. The bridges in particular were a
wonder and beautifully constructed from natural materials.
However, it must have taken quite a ‘leap of faith’ to cross some of
them, especially when the river was particularly wide or the ravine
particularly deep! 
November 20th Roger Umpelby – Useful, Beautiful and Unloved:
an alternative look at weeds. A sequel to one of Roger’s previous
talks ‘The Good, the Bad and the Ugly’? which was about garden
bugs. Once again Roger provided us with a very erudite
presentation accompanied by superb photos (many of which
managed to include interesting bugs as co-stars). Among many
other useful things about weeds we learnt: “When gorse is in
flower [now] it’s kissing time”; how to make ground elder pesto;
that nettles are the sole foodplant of the peacock butterfly, the
small tortoiseshell and the red admiral; and that Wordsworth’s
favourite flower was not the daffodil but the celandine (about which
he also wrote a poem).    

Dec 1st Annual Christmas Party
We had another very enjoyable and well organised Christmas Party
with an excellent quiz devised by Ivy Witts. The Committee once
again worked tirelessly to prepare and decorate the hall and to
cook and serve the meal. Mark Rogers provided jovial commentary
on the event and raffle - and a good time was had by all. Thanks to
everyone who made it a successful evening.
Beris Hanks

GARDENING CLUB
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“TURN AROUND WHEN POSSIBLE”: 
The Perils of Sat Nav
Not sure about my new sat nav. I was in the local safari
park, and it said bear left but what I saw was clearly an
elephant.

Well I’m a dinosaur, and still use a map book to plan
where I am going and to follow each route with my
finger. ‘She’ who speaks has only been used as a very
last resort. I am one of a dying breed of motorists who
choose to get by without a sat nav. We are now in the
minority. The Department for Transport’s National Travel
Survey showed traditional map-reading skills are
becoming a thing of the past, with 52% of drivers
reporting that they used various gadgets to get them to
their destination last year.

I saw someone driving with a crocodile reading a map in
the passenger seat.  I asked David at the end of the
village what was going on and he said “That’s my Navi
Gator”.

On a more serious note Road Safety Chiefs say that
there are thousands of accidents and near misses each
year caused by drivers using both portable and
integrated systems of navigation. The death of a young
driver may have been the result of the direction to ‘take
the first exit’ off a roundabout which was an exit slip
road from a motorway. A rail crash was caused after a
gadget directed a driver onto the Newcastle/Carlisle rail
line. It has also been known for drivers to find
themselves on unmade tracks and crossing fields when
using navigation aids. 

Research suggests that motorists tend to drive faster
and are less observant of signs, hazard warnings, speed
limits and unexpected problems when using navigation
aids. Instructions are often slavishly followed and when
following directions on screens drivers can become
distracted, swerving and sometimes veering off the road
or into on-coming traffic. 

Thankfully no one has been injured in our village but like
many places with narrow lanes and boundary walls Box
has had its fair share of incidents where drivers have
over relied on their sat nav resulting in damage to
property, costly repairs and inconvenience as vehicles
have become stuck or abandoned. 

Tom Saul reports:

As we all know,
towards the top
of Scar Hill, the
road gets very
narrow,
between dry
stone walls on
both sides. The
right-angled
corner where
Scar Hill starts
to ascend is
nothing like as

tight, and has numerous reflectors, kerb stones and
bollards, but still vehicles frequently make contact with
the dry-stone walls or skid over the grass verges. 

This seems to be because they are going too fast, and
don’t sweep around the corner widely enough. One
year, late on a January evening, a van hit the wall hard
and motored away up the hill, leaving the whole wall to
come crashing down into the road. And the Highways
Agency is clear: it is the responsibility of the property
owner to remove an obstruction arising from their
property, so all that stone had to be cleared away that
night.

Despite the sign at the bottom of Scar Hill warning of a
narrow road, drivers still follow their satnavs which
regard Scar Hill as a shortcut to the common from
Nailsworth. Just before Christmas last year, a van driver
lost control in the snow and slipped off the road near
the bottom of Scar Hill, where he was stuck for a week.
A month later, a Sainsbury’s delivery van driver realised
he was in the wrong place and reversed over the edge
of a drive, breaking some posts and also becoming
stranded. And in the Spring (see picture), a horse-box
on tow became wedged between Southwood and
Hermitage Cottage, which took quite some effort to
release.

Clearly, better signs would help, but they should be
placed outside the village. I think something like “Very
narrow, steep hill - do not follow satnav” could be put at
the bottom of Scar Hill where it branches off Pensile
Road, and at the very top, on the turn-off from the
common outside Beaudesert, or on the same pole as
the handsome signpost opposite April Cottage.

Stop press! We just prevented a huge lorry from trying
to get to Sun Cottage to make a delivery. The driver had
not been given any instructions about the road, and
asked whether he could try from the top of the hill. No!

How does Dracula find his way around Transylvania? He
uses Bat Nav…Oh dear, oh dear!

Another hotspot for incidents related to the misguided
use of sat nav and other tech gadgets is the right-angle
bend in Box Lane at the east end of the village. Here
verges, walls and wooden fencing have been damaged.  

Deposited on a hedge or what?
Here in lies a tale:  I was
walking home through the
village when to my amazement
a small car transporter with two
cars on the bottom, one
stacked on top, and a large
people carrier being towed
behind, stopped to ask how
much further it was to
Minchinhampton. I duly
answered the driver and
indicated that I didn’t think he would be able to
negotiate any further down the lane and perhaps he
should get out and have a look for himself. The thought
bubble as to me being a lady driver etc. etc. was almost
visible and he ignored my advice and continued on.
You’ve guessed it …I couldn’t wait to see what would
happen and hurriedly walked along the lane to where a
small crowd of residents had gathered. 



madhusrasoi@gmail.com 

The Perils of Sat Nav (cont’d)
Well he did make it …. but only after depositing the
people carrier, the helpful assistance of the anxious
householders, and much manoeuvring back and forth of
his vehicle. It did make for an interesting photograph!
Thank you Brian.                                            

As a result of representation from residents our
conscientious Councillor Steve Hemmings has already
been in contact with the local GCC Highways Manager
for Stroud to come and take a look at the situation.
Steve reports “Despite considerable pressures on him
not to spend money on new signage, both for financial
and aesthetic reasons, the weight of evidence that you
had all supplied by way of photographs and
descriptions convinced him that he should try to
improve the situation.” So hopefully we will see new
signage erected on entrances to Box village and large
vehicles will be dissuaded from following sat navs and
other such gadgets. 

We are sorry to report that Yorkshire Constabulary have
had all of their sat-navs stolen. 

A spokesperson for the force said, “We all love our sat
navs and are lost without them. We’re desperately
searching for Leeds.”

AND ……..

This is a serious WARNING
to people with Sat Navs!

Do not set your 'home' to
your actual home address.
If your car gets nicked then
the first thing criminals will
do is go to your house and
burgle it seeing as they
have your address and they
know you're out of the
house.

Instead, set the 'home' on
your Sat Nav to somewhere
near your home address,
like the nearest police station. That will teach the
thieving ………….s!

Jacquie Hanks

The Box News team
Your intrepid Box newshounds enjoy a festive Christmas
supper at the cosy Queen Matilda in Avening.
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BOX NEWS ADVERTISING
Box News in its current form only exists because we
have such loyal and wonderful advertisers who continue
to support us by buying advertising space.

So when you want to buy
something new, or throw a
party, or start on some
household renovations please
think first of our advertisers -
they support us with their
advertising, and we would like to return the compliment
by giving them first refusal.
Lynda Brown

BOX NEWS - AS GREEN AS WE CAN BE!
Recycle your Box News at St Barnabas Church

We are often asked for extra copies of Box News by
people living outside the village, so we are trying our
own recycling scheme. There is now a box in St
Barnabas Church in which you can leave your copies
of the newsletter for others to enjoy.  Many thanks.
Jacquie Hanks



INTERVIEW WITH OUR “FAIRY GODPERSON”
In the August 2018 issue of Box News you may have read
the article regarding Box Library, in which we thanked the
(then) anonymous “Fairy Godperson” who, without being
seen, measured up, constructed and fitted an excellent
new shelving cabinet in the
phone box, aka “Box Library”.
Well, thanks to our intrepid
team of investigative journalists
(helped somewhat by an
informant – his wife) we can
reveal that the Fairy
Godperson was none other
than Dave Edmonston.
“Who is Dave Edmonston?” I
hear you all cry. Well you may
have seen his wife Alison, who
is now the main distributor of
Box News, and you may even
have met his mother-in-law
Pam Horne who lives in
Jasmine Cottage, but you may
well not have met Dave. 
The Edmonstons are hidden away
in Scar Hill Lodge which explains some of his obscurity, and
Dave himself works from home, so public appearances are
relatively infrequent.
Dave, Alison, Hannah (now 12) and Jamie (now 14) moved
here from Buckinghamshire in 2011. Living in suburbia
(Alison was working in Uxbridge) but having been made
envious of a rural lifestyle by a friend’s account of driving to
work across the Yorkshire Moors, they stumbled across
Gloucestershire on their way back from a trip to Wales.
After briefly renting in Poulton they moved to Box, partly
because of its proximity to Beaudesert Park School.
Dave had combined his childhood fascination with
computer software (in those days limited to a Sinclair ZX81)
with another obsession – high performance and classic
motor cars – by creating an online car magazine “Piston
Heads”. The magazine was so successful that he eventually
sold it to Michael Heseltine’s publishing company
“Haymarket” where it remains one of the largest motoring
websites in the world www.pistonheads.com.
Contractually obliged not to create a competitive website
for a few years, Dave turned to some other interests for
amusement. He had always been intrigued by
woodworking skills so took a short furniture making course,
using the “hands on” opportunity to construct compost
bins, log stores and what he admits are sometimes
“wonky” shelves (well - it was only a very short
woodworking course).
Dave still spends much of his time in the virtual world,
currently working on the construction of a web site for the
plotting of motoring tour packages; a one-stop shop to
include ferries, accommodation and on-the-way stop-offs
as recommended by those who have already covered and
recommended similar routes.
Dave says he loves Gloucestershire and most mornings
heads off into Box Wood with his dog “Toffee” (I’m not
sure exactly what breed he said it was, but it sounded a bit
like cock-a-doodle) and can sometimes be seen walking
back through the village. After 6 hours in front of a screen
every day, however, Dave admits that his brain starts to go
numb, so he often then retreats into his garage where he is
slowly restoring a 1967 Volvo “Amazon” (a model known
as the 131 in the UK) which is still in remarkably good
condition for its age. Dave’s “every day” car is not really an
everyday car either! Once a petrolhead, always a
petrolhead, as we know from other articles in Box News.
Steve Hemmings

Dave’s new library shelves

. . . and with his vintage Volvo

Dave with Toffee - a bloke with a dog like this can’t be all bad . . .
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GAMES NIGHT IN BOX VILLAGE HALL
I am considering running more general games nights in the
Village Hall on some Thursdays instead of focusing just on
Bridge. If you like board games or card games and would
be interested in participating, say once a month to start
with, could you please let me know. 

The sorts of thing I have in mind are Backgammon,
Cribbage, Settlers of Cazan, Ticket to Ride, and there are
many other board games which you might want to try.
Mark Rogers
Mark@greyroofs.me.uk     01453 833588



ELTON JOHN PERKS (“John”) 1922 - 2018
Elton John Perks (yes, that really was his name) but in Box
we knew him as John. He is fondly remembered.
John was born in Nailsea where he
lived during his early childhood
before moving to the Midlands.
As a small boy John was a
chorister and his love of music
remained with him
throughout his life. He also
retained a love of the west
country and his favourite
place was Clevedon which
he visited on numerous
occasions with his family. It
was the simple pleasure of
sea and sky and it meant
the world to him.
John was a gentle, kind man
who lived his life nobly and
offered his family unconditional
love. He received immense joy
from all that nature and his
immediate environment in Box had to
offer. He liked to watch the seasons come and go across
the common, observing the subtle changes that he enjoyed
so much. 
John was bright and as a young man his academic journey
brought him to Stroud to work at the Gloster Aircraft

Company. His working life as an
aeronautical engineer took him
through the design of wings and
Gyroscopes at Sperry,
Stonehouse.  He was then
employed at British Aerospace
until he retired. (He could reel
off mathematical equations well
into old age).
The west country brought
John to Lisl. He met Lisl at his
Aunt’s house on his twenty-
first birthday. Lisl was from an
Austrian Jewish family and
had been sent to England on kindertransport in 1938. A
romance blossomed and they were married in August
1945. They set up home first in Stroud and then
Woodchester. In 1959 John and Lisl bought a parcel of

land on the edge of the common and built Hillside Lodge
where their three children, Alison, Jane and David grew

up. It was a musical household with Lisl, a talented pianist,
giving concerts locally and teaching children from Box and
the surrounding area. Their own children became
accomplished musicians. David is a cellist with the English
National Opera.
Although John was not as visible around Box village in his
later life, long-term residents will remember him as a very
active member of our community when younger. He was
Chairman of Box Preservation Society (now Box Village
Society) for many years, overseeing such things as: the re-
seeding and kerbing round our green; getting speed signs
erected on the entrances to the village; ensuring footpaths
(particularly through the wood) were kept open; organising
talks of interest, writing for the Box Newsletter. He was also
instrumental in the planning and building of our village hall
and organising events therein such as the very successful
auction of 1986. He was an ardent supporter of the
National Trust and served on the Minchinhampton
Commons Committee.  
John always expressed immense gratitude for all that life
had offered
him, Lisl,
Alison, Jane
and David and
all the lovely
grand- and
great
grandchildren
that have come
to the Perks’
family.  He
continued to
say thank you
and be grateful
for the support
and care he
received in his
last few years.
Thank you to
David Perks
and Su Chard
(Independent
Celebrant)
who have
kindly shared
their
memories of
John with us.13
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Our thanks to everybody who decorated the church
for the Harvest Festival and for all items collected for
the Stroud Food bank. As usual the church looked
beautiful. We are, as always, indebted to the group of
seven or eight ladies led by Sarah Mosely who ensure
that the church is beautifully decorated with flowers
throughout the year. Sarah would be delighted to
hear from anyone, male or female, who is willing to
join her band of volunteers. She assures me that
previous experience or knowledge of flower arranging
is not necessary and that help and guidance will be
given.  A rota ensures that volunteers are not called
upon more than once or twice a year. If you are able
to help please contact Sarah on 835513.

You are probably aware that the Rev Howard Gilbert
has been appointed as our new Rector. He will
officially be installed on Saturday 26th January.

Christmas is approaching fast and all the appropriate
arrangements will be in place.  Christmas Services at
St Barnabas Box will be as follows:

Sunday 23rd December at 5.30 pm - Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols

(Please note this is the correct date and time)
The service will be led by Linda Jarvis and we hope
that this year our ladies' choir will once again add
their voices to enhance the evening. The service will
be followed by mince pies and mulled wine.       
Christmas Day at 9am - Communion Service with Carols.
Colin French

St. BARNABAS CHURCH
A CAUTIONARY TALE
Over 70? Fit and healthy?  I thought I was, I felt fine, no
nasty aches or pains, had felt no suspicious lumps and
cycle regularly. After all I had enjoyed two cycling
holidays this year and walked the Great Glen Way from
Fort William to Inverness. Surely I was fit and healthy!
…. but, after being bullied by my elder sister, whose
breast cancer had recently returned, into making an
appointment to have a mammogram and attending the
clinic in Cheltenham, I was very
surprised to be recalled. (The
letter said do not be alarmed
since there are many reasons for
the test to be repeated.)
So I returned only to find that I
did indeed need a lumpectomy
(which doesn't sound nearly as
serious as being told –“You have breast cancer”!) I had
excellent treatment, was given lots of literature to read
about the condition and have had the cancerous lump
removed by day surgery at Gloucester hospital and am
now awaiting radiotherapy treatment at Cheltenham. I
entreat anyone over 70 who has not recently done so to
ring the Gloucestershire Breast Screening service,
Thirlestaine Road, Cheltenham on:  0300 422 3786 and
get yourself checked out ....  you don't need to go via
the local surgery. Before 70 years of age you should be
invited for a mammogram automatically.
Daphne Edwards

beautiful photograph courtesy of John Moseley
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WEDDING BELLS!
Elizabeth Rogers (Anne and Mark’s daughter) and
Xander Bird were married at Holy Trinity,
Minchinhampton on 25th August. The new-layout church
looked lovely bedecked with colourful flowers and was
filled with friends and family. Music played a very
prominent part in the celebrations.  Xander’s youngest
brother piped guests into the church and a choir of BBC
Symphony Chorus colleagues, University friends and
family sang throughout the service, including a piece
specially composed by one of the choir. More ‘guest’
musicians played their part during the hymn ‘All people
who on Earth do dwell’ which reached a deafening
climax with five brass instruments during the last verse!  
Xander being a Scot, he and his groomsmen were
attired in kilts, as indeed were many of the guests,
including a couple of Boxites, David Mustardé (of
course) and Beris, who clearly thought his knees needed
an airing!
Elizabeth’s outfit complemented Xander’s cleverly, with
an elegant fine tulle dress embellished with ‘thistle’
guipure lace over a silk jumpsuit (the trousers to his

skirt!). Elizabeth and Anne had designed the outfit
collaboratively and Anne had spent much of the year
making it! Hours spent hand stitching the lace was a real
labour of love, but definitely worth all the effort. The
bride looked beautiful.
The wedding reception was held at Owlpen Manor. The
choir were at work again during pre-reception drinks in
the Manor’s beautiful gardens serenading guests whilst
they played games, hunted for treasure and generally
enjoyed relaxing in the sunshine. After a delicious
wedding breakfast, Mark’s love of local cheese came to
the fore with his special selection to top off the meal;
Something old (aged Single Gloucester), Something new
(Windrush fresh goat’s cheese), Something borrowed (St
Eadburgha ‘camembert’) and Something blue
(Brinkworth Blue).
As if that wasn’t enough the revelries continued into the
wee small hours with dancing and some very energetic
Scottish reeling which village guests embraced with
gusto, showing impressive talent for the complexities! A
really good time was had by all!
Photos: Paul and Nanda (paulandnanda.com), Anne and Mark (proud parents) by Richard Hughes.



BOX VILLAGE SHOW 2018
The Gardening Club again organised and ran the annual
Box Village Show on the 10th September.  All the village
residents and families are invited to enter the various
sections, details of which are in the show schedule.  This
is delivered with Tom Long’s Post at the beginning of
July and is also available on the Box Village website.  
Overall, the show was a great success but the hot
summer affected the number of entries for fruit and
vegetables.  Surprisingly, there were fewer entries in the
baking and preserves section which is normally very
popular.  Hopefully more of the wonderful bakers and
preservers in the village will enter next year. 

There was a great atmosphere for the prize giving in the
afternoon when the hall was packed. It was lovely to see
so many children with their families and we hope that
they will be encouraged to enter the show next year.
There was a ‘bring and buy’ stall and a ‘guess the weight
of the pumpkin’ competition which were both very
popular as were the refreshments. 
The 2019 show will be held on Sunday 1 September and
we hope that many more villagers and their families will
enter and join in the fun.  Any suggestions for your
village show would be welcome.  Please email Liz the
show secretary at lizhughes777@btinternet.com

no cause for alarm, surely?
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There’s a big event happening in March 2019 -

Oh yes there is!

It’s the annual 
Box Village pantomime:

RUMPELSTILTSKIN

In the Village Hall

Thursday 21st to 
Saturday 23rd
March

At 7.30 pm (matinee
on Saturday at 2.30 pm)

So, please make a note of the 
dates in your 2019 diary.

Tickets will go on sale early 2019 - 
watch out for further details.

BOX PLAYERS PANTOMIME
“Rumpelstiltskin”, or “What’s in a Name?”

Oh no there isn’t!

Christmas Time

A falling sprinkle,
A white powder,
A soft raindrop,
A winter wonderland
Snow, Snow, Snow!

An exciting gift
A Christmas joy,
A wrapped present,
A fun delivery,

Christmas Present!
A new born baby,
A Christmas symbol,
An important child,
The Father's son,
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!

“How wonderful is Christmas?”
“Very!”

by Freya Bethany Musgrave Age 9



FIRST AND THIRD FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH

Honey from 
Box Bees
Ideal for Gifts!

Beris and Jacquie Hanks
Please ring first -

Tel 836287 20

YOUR CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
The Great Pudding Mix
Thanks to Karen Bowrey and Auntie Kathleen (who was an
avid reader of the Box Newsletter) - you can have a
scrumptious time doing this tasty little quiz.  

1. Little puddings made from meat?      _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _ _

2. Hot and cold country _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _ _ _ _

3. You have to earn this one! _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _     

4. Oh dear! Adam ate this _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

5. Just picked in the garden _ _ _ _ _     _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _

6. Round, green, hairy and daft _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _     _ _ _ _

7. Sounds a bit cold for the Lord’s day       _ _ _     _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _

8. Royalty in a bowl            _ _ _ _ _     _ _     _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

9. Richard has measles _ _ _ _ _ _ _     _ _ _ _

10. Underwear triumph    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _

11. Sound of drunken sheep _ _ _     _ _ _ _

12. A seasonal dessert _ _ _ _ _ _     _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

13. A sweet ending        _ _ _ _ _      _ _     _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

14. It’s nothing important _    _ _ _ _ _ _

15. Land set free _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _

16. The French eat something white _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

17. A dainty ballerina _ _ _ _ _ _ _

18. One for the university student _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _

19. A tanned girl! _ _ _ _ _    
_ _ _ _ _

20. A plum one this! _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Stumped?  Please turn to page 27 for the answers

CHRISTMAS PUZZLES
Do you recognise the winter scenes in the photos on
the opposite page?  Where are they?

Please send your answers up the chimney to:
Mr. S. Claus,  PO Box 123,
National Elf Service,  Lapland XM4S.

Christmas is wonderful and
it's a lovely thing to have.
We are very joyful with
Christmas!
We are grateful for
Christmas!
By Isla Musgrave (age 7)





HGVs vs Box
Many thanks for all your helpful evidence regarding the
damage to the walls and cattle grid outside Box House /
Box Cottage / Tunnel House etc.
Last Monday I managed to get our local GCC Highways
Manager for Stroud, Paul Helbrow, to come and take a
look at the situation. Despite considerable pressures on
him not to spend money on new signage, both for financial
and aesthetic reasons, the weight of evidence that you had
all supplied by way of photographs and descriptions
convinced him that he should try to improve the situation.
There is no easy or obvious solution, as some drivers seem
to ignore any amount of warning signage if their GPS
system tells them to take a turning down a narrow road,
but from the evidence you sent me, particularly of the most
recent incident, it would appear that the large “Unsuitable
for Long Vehicles” signage at the Minchinhampton end of
Box Lane works reasonably well, but that in the most
recent case the car transporter instead entered Box from
the other end where signage is much smaller, and became
stuck at the same point.
Ideally a sign would need to be erected outside Waysmeet
near The Pen at the “point of no return” for large lorries,
but it would be aesthetically unacceptable to have such a
large traffic sign in the middle of a Conservation Area at
the end of The Pen. Paul has therefore proposed that
similar, large signage is put on a new post mounted at the
entrance to Box
alongside the Halfway
Cafe, at the very top of
the hill where it can be
seen before vehicles turn
into the village, and also
a similar sign outside Box
Corner (Chris Law’s
house) where there are
already suitable speed
limit poles that can be
utilised.
None of this will
guarantee that unsuitable
vehicles will never again
enter Box, but I think it’s
about as much as can be
done. I have arranged to
speak to the Novalis Trust
as that post will need to be on their land next to the bus
shelter, but hopefully they will grant permission and we can
progress with the signage.
Steve Hemmings, pictures by Brian Dowling

AIR IN G - “INSTANT WIT”
We usually stage two or three Air in G shows each year.
This season we have three performances in our
programme, the first of which was “Instant Wit”, on 3rd
November.  This was a quick-fire ‘improv’ comedy show, in

which we, the audience, were
invited to choose a phrase or
situation which the performers
would then act out,
spontaneously, with no
preparation but the maximum of
energy and wit. It promised an
evening of unbounded hilarity,
and we were not disappointed -
in fact most of us left the hall at
the end of the evening clutching
our aching sides!

Next up, on Saturday 23rd February, will be Moscow Drug
Club, an act which has visited Box before.  Before you jump
to all the wrong conclusions let me say that Moscow Drug
Club is a vintage jazz group who play . . . well, let them
introduce themselves:
Moscow Drug Club is a curious musical place where certain
elements of 1930’s Berlin Cabaret, Hot Club de France,
Nuevo Tango & Gypsy Campfire meet, have a few to drink
and stagger arm-in-arm into the darkness of some eastern
European cobbled street on a mission to find the bar where
Django Reinhardt & Tom Waits are having an after-hours
jam with the local Tziganes.
Combining original material
with songs by Jaques Brel,
Leonard Cohen, Tom Waits &
Bertoldt Brecht, Moscow Drug
Club provide an intoxicating
and intimate musical
experience.
We loved them last time, and I
am sure we will fall under their
spell again in February. Please
book early to avoid
disappointment - tickets
available from Box Bar as usual.

Our third performance of the season will be Cardboard
Carnival - a real treat for the youngsters (ages 4 - 104) in
Box - a Saturday matinée.
A magical puppet-theatre company, Cardboard Carnival
creates itself, before your very eyes, from all sorts of things.
Don’t get it?  Then come and see for yourself on Saturday
18th May in your very own Box Village Hall!

Please note that 
Air in G promotes
entertainments in

many Gloucestershire
villages.  If you would
like to attend shows
outside Box, you can
get information on

their programme from
Sylvia Funston 

Tel 01989 566644
or download from
www.airing.co.uk

John Storey (832757)
also has a few copies
of the 2017/2018 

Air in G programme.
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DAVID ASHMORE 1940 – 2018
David was born in 1940 in South London and spent his
early life at Orpington, Kent. He was educated at the City
of London School and was also a choir boy at St Paul’s
Cathedral. He then studied mechanical engineering,
followed by a marketing degree. He joined a London
based subsidiary of Vickers Armstrong, which made

bottling and butter
blending equipment as a
sales engineer and was
involved in the
development of the first
automatic butter blending
and packaging plant. In
1963, David was made
Midlands Area Manager,
handling the brewing and
bottling sides of the
business and in the
following three years sold a
new range of high-speed
filling equipment to five
major breweries in the
area. It was on his
recommendation that the

Company decided to move into the export business and
he was appointed Export Manager at the Crayford
Headquarters. David’s experience with the brewing industry
led him a year later to join Grundy of Teddington, who
were pioneers of the lightweight aluminium beer keg,
where he remained for three years as sales manager of the
brewing division. 

After a period
working as a
Consultant
investigating
overseas
developments in
packaging
equipment David
moved to
Chamberlain
Industries, London,
as General Sales
Manager. In 1978 he
joined Dowty Seals,
Tewkesbury, as Sales
and Marketing
Director where he
helped to sharpen
the Company’s
marketing, sales and
promotional
activities to function
along more efficient
and professional
lines. One of his

initiatives was to organise the sales force according to
market segmentation, following the success of similar
arrangements in the aerospace and defence business.
David also served on the boards of Dowty France and
Dowty Malta. 
In 1989 he joined Electrolux Components Group, which
manufactured compressors for the cooling industry. 
As Marketing and Business Development Director with
expertise in engineering, marketing and sales he created
and opened business opportunities. This position
demanded a lot of travelling and living abroad. David was

also a Freeman of the City of London and a Member of the
Livery Club. 
In his private life David always played an active part within
his family and he had a strong relationship with his two
sisters. David met Gerlinde (his wife-to-be) in 1959 in Italy
whilst she was on holiday with her parents. She was age 16
and still a pupil at a boarding school in Germany. She was
impressed with how grown up David appeared at the age
of 19, very English and very correct and not speaking a
word of German! They became pen friends which lasted for
three years, when David invited himself over to Germany
for a visit. A romance
blossomed and David finally
married Gerlinde in Germany
in 1965. He became a
wonderful ambassador to all
their German relatives and
friends who enjoyed his
unusual interpretation of
German. 
David, Gerlinde and Susannah
(their daughter) moved to Box
in 1979. They only intended
to stay for a short time while
Susannah attended school in
Cheltenham. However, the
villagers and the community
of Box were so welcoming
that they remained for the
next 39 years. David retired in
2000 and both he and
Gerlinde became members of
Box Village Society at
different times. David was also very supportive of St
Barnabas Church and events within the village. 
David’s outlook on life was always positive and forward
thinking and he had a great sense of humour. He delighted
in the birth of his granddaughter Amelia. Together they
would complete crossword puzzles, read children’s poems,
and as she grew older they built an enormously large and
complicated railway set. It is uncertain whether it was for
him or her! David’s hobbies were reading, walking, and
playing golf. After he retired David remained interested in
travelling and together with Gerlinde enjoyed a lot of
foreign holidays.

BOX READING GROUP
New members always welcome
We are a small friendly group who meet
every month or so (usually on Tuesdays
or Wednesdays) in members’ houses for
book recommendations and book
related talk. We do not have ‘set
books’ but sometimes there are broad
themes – and recommended books
are often shared or drawn from
the village library (the
telephone box). Our
tastes are catholic and
we do not limit
ourselves to fiction. If you
are interested in joining us
please contact Beris at:
beris_hanks@hotmail.com or
ring on 836287. The next
meeting will be on Tuesday
29th January.
Beris Hanks



Brexit
and finally

it may not be funny, but it is
a joke, and the whole world
is laughing . . .

ENTROPY

In September we went to the Edgemoor Inn for our
postponed “summer” lunch and had an excellent meal!
We all liked the varied menu and appreciated that they
catered for both small and healthy appetites!  In fact we
were so impressed that we have decided to book our New
Year lunch there.
We had an interesting talk at our September meeting from
Henry Ravenhill of Woefuldane Organic Cheese & Coffee
Shop in Minchinhampton.  He spoke of the origin of the
business, which was started in a small way by his parents
who still run an organic dairy farm locally.  The milk from
the herd is transformed into artisan cheeses, cream, butter
and yoghurt.  They also provide light lunches, so the shop
is well worth a visit.
Our October meeting was an excellent presentation from
the Cotswold Canal Trust.  It was voted the best talk we
had had for a long time and we were also inspired to have
a walk along the canal to see the restoration work!
At our AGM in November, we were struggling to form a
committee and were facing the possibility of closure.
However, the troops rallied round in true WI tradition and
we are now viable again! We need new members as the
numbers are dwindling.
On 5th December five members are looking forward to the
County Christmas Concert in Cheltenham.  The attraction
this year is “Only Men Aloud” and it is not surprising that it
is a sell out!
We have organised a Christmas Social Coffee Morning at
Box Village Hall at 10.00 am on Tuesday 11th December
and as always visitors will be very welcome. This is to
replace our usual Christmas Lunch. Last year we had to
postpone our Christmas lunch due to bad weather and
held it instead in January. It was so well received that we
shall be repeating this event at The Edgemoor Inn on 15th
January 2019.
Meetings at Box Village Hall are held on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month, 10am business, coffee at 10.30am followed
by a speaker.  Visitors are warmly welcomed at 10.30am -
£3 including coffee.
Geraldine Ames

BOX WI

you’re just
showing off
again, Beris
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CHRISTMAS CRACKPOTS!
jolly ads from Christmasses past

BOX SWIMMING CLUB
New Year’s Resolutions, planning 
to get fitter, slimmer or just more 
active in 2019?  
BOX SWIMMING CLUB 
can help - and it’s right 
on your doorstep.
We meet every Thursday evening 
at Beaudesert Park School Swimming 
Pool 8.00 to 9.00 pm
The pool is a good size with lanes to 
suit swimmers of varying abilities and 
speeds. We have underwater 
lighting for a relaxing atmosphere.
Whether you are swimming for 
fitness, training for a triathlon, or 
just wanting a little gentle exercise 
we can accommodate your needs. 
The club especially welcomes 
members from Box, although 
others from surrounding 
villages also join us.  
If interested please contact:
Andrew Pettit on 834766 or 
boxswim@box-village.com



I used to be scrabbling around to find any planning
applications relevant to Box on which I could comment. My
word – how things have changed in the last year or three!
In August’s edition of Box News I gave details of a new
application S.18/1390/HHOLD submitted for Hawthorns
(near Box Village Green) to replace the present double
garage and to build a new two storey double garage lower
down the plot, to include an internal staircase leading to
office space above, and a sun room attached.
Minchinhampton Parish Council recommended refusal of
this application for similar reasons to the refusal of a
previous application for a new dwelling on the same site,
for several reasons but particularly that it would “fill a gap”
that currently offers an open view across part of Box
Conservation Area and into the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) beyond. Stroud District Council
agreed with MPC’s recommendation and the application
was refused.
I also mentioned another new application - Hampton Court
House (Hampton Green), where a successful application
S.18/0036/HHOLD for a triple garage with room above and
storage space was replaced by S.18/1242/FUL with the
intention of creating a similar sized building but for use as
an annexed dwelling adjoining Hampton Court House.
Minchinhampton Parish Council was concerned that the
new proposal created a potentially independent, self-
contained dwelling within the grounds of Hampton Court
House, which would create a fourth dwelling where there
had originally been only one, and in open countryside
within Box Conservation Area, the Cotswold Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and outside the development
boundary. On that basis it would normally be refused, and
for that reason Minchinhampton Parish Council
recommended refusal but Stroud District Council granted
planning consent on the condition that …. “the annexe
extension hereby permitted shall not be occupied at any
time other than in conjunction with the residential use of
the dwelling known as Hampton Court”. In other words it is
not to be used or sold off as a totally separate dwelling.
I’m not aware of any further update on proposal
S.18/0350/FUL to demolish “The Bungalow”, a 1960s
dwelling at the eastern end of Box below Thyme Cottage,
and to create a new house in its place, incorporating the
stone outbuilding. This planning application was granted
planning consent but the property remains advertised for
sale, complete with planning permission, so we continue to
await further changes.
Several further applications have been submitted since our
August edition.
Novalis Trust, the charity that operates Cotswold Chine
School, responded to complaints about balls escaping from
the “Volleyball Court” into the rear of The Old Bakery and
Box Village Hall, some of which had caused damage to
roof tiles and a solar panel, submitting a planning
application S.18/1635/FUL proposing that soft fencing
around the Volleyball Court be added to a height of 6
metres and also to cover the court, thus ensuring that balls
could no longer be inadvertently kicked out of the
enclosure. Whilst this would have been effective in
containing the balls, Minchinhampton Parish Council

agreed with nearby residents that such a very high net
neighbouring listed buildings in Box Conservation Area
would be aesthetically unacceptable and that containment
of the Volleyball Court would not address further concerns
regarding the ongoing noise of balls striking the present
metal enclosure. Stroud District Council refused permission
for this application.
For those with long
memories, back in
September 2017 you may
recall that planning
application number
S.17/2047/HHOLD was
submitted to demolish the
dilapidated timber and
corrugated iron “carport”
structure in the garden of
“Waysmeet”, to be
replaced with a more
conventional stone faced
garage. Both Box Village
Society and Minchinhampton Parish Council were in two
minds as to exactly what sort of replacement garage would
be suitable in this location, being so visible within Box
Conservation Area and close to a number of listed
buildings including The Old Box Inn, Box Inn Cottage and
the row of cottages opposite. SDC considered all the
comments and decided to grant planning consent. It was
later realised however that the new garage had not been
constructed in strict accordance with the original planning
application and consent, nor its later amendment (parapet
wall), and particularly that the property’s Cotswold drystone
boundary wall had been demolished but not rebuilt. In
early November 2018 a retrospective planning application
S.18/2301/HHOLD was published applying for consent for
the relocation and alteration of the shape of the garage,
the omission of the parapet wall modification and the
absence of the Cotswold drystone boundary wall.  At the
time of writing this revised application is under
consideration by Stroud District Council, and MPC will
submit its recommendation following its meeting on 10th
December.
In September this year an application S.18/2012/HHOLD
was submitted for the replacement of the single garage
and attached garden room with WC, new porch and some
new windows plus associated landscaping works at
Common’s Edge. Although Minchinhampton Parish Council
was concerned by the size of the new building there had
been no public comments at that time and so the
development was supported in principle, but requesting
that a clause be added to any permission preventing its
use or later conversion into separate dwelling. A decision
from SDC is still awaited whilst some later changes to the
plans and subsequent public comments are considered.
Also in September, an application S.18/2033/HHOLD was
submitted for a substantial extension to East Cottage.
Whilst MPC likewise had no objections in principle to an
extension, the proposal was to more or less “fill the gap”
with a large “sideways” extension between the existing
house and the eastern boundary of the property. Recent
planning applications for new development within Box
Conservation Area have been refused on the grounds that
Box Conservation Area is characterised by features
including the random placement of cottages with large
gaps between them, creating an “open aspect” to the
village and views through to the AONB beyond. MPC was

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER
Planning Applications

26



concerned that the plans as submitted would create a
more “suburban” street scene appearing as an unbroken
row of houses, and so recommended refusal. 
The application has since been withdrawn.
The new owner of 1 Cotswold Cottages (immediately
opposite the lower entrance to Box Village Hall) has
applied for planning consent for dormer windows in the
roof to create a fourth bedroom, plus an enlarged porch,
and also to create vehicular access and a new garage in the
garden (S.18/2138/HHOLD). Minchinhampton Parish
Council had no concerns regarding the modifications to the
house nor any serious concerns regarding the construction
of a garage, but recommended refusal of the application
because it would require the removal, or at least the
relocation, of approximately 3.7 metres of a 1.3 metre high,
very visible Cotswold stone boundary wall. At the time of
writing this application is awaiting consideration by SDC.
In September
2018 planning
application
S.18/1854/HHOLD
was submitted for
the replacement of
a shed with a
“bothy” at
Beehive Cottage,
which is a listed
building. Despite
its listing it was felt
that the bothy was sufficiently distant from the cottage not
to be detrimental to the cottage’s character or that of Box
Conservation Area and recommended approval.
Since then two further applications S.18/2405/HHOLD and
S.18/2488/HHOLD have been submitted for Beehive
Cottage, the first for the creation of a new door, side porch
and an internal partition wall and another very recently for
a “subterranean car store”. MPC will be considering these
at their December meeting also. 
SDC’s planning web pages now offer a facility for the
automated issuing of emails advising residents of nearby
planning applications, and a link is provided below taking
you to the full, albeit somewhat complicated, instructions.
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/planning-and-
building-control/search-planning-applications/help-with-
searching-planning-applications-online
You will need to click on the “Searching (including how to
receive emails highlighting new applications)” tab for
instructions. From the “Search” page you will need to click
on “Advanced” and insert the search criteria you choose. I
am told that the search can be limited to a specific area or
include all planning applications within the parish. (Please
note that you cannot limit a search to Box ward only, as Box
does not appear as a ward on SDC’s planning web pages!).

SDC’s recently revised site planning portal does now seem
much more stable however and allows the user to view an
application once they have the application number and to
download the plans. There is also a facility to view all the
applications submitted that week in what is called the
“Weekly / Monthly List”. Follow the link below to view
these weekly and monthly lists of applications. 
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/
MPC’s meetings are normally held on Monday evenings at
7.00pm at The Trap House, West End, Minchinhampton.
Other Council Business
After a short delay to approve some changes in wording,
Minchinhampton’s emerging Neighbourhood Development
Plan was approved by MPC in October and will shortly be
submitted to Stroud District Council as Local Planning
Authority for approval. If approved, SDC will take the
process forward to a local referendum next year.
Although hoping to offer a “pop up pub” within
Minchinhampton’s Crown Inn in time for Christmas, the new
owners, the “Lucky Onion” group, have announced that
this will not now happen, but instead they will concentrate
on opening the pub in Spring next year.
Finally I would like to remind Minchinhampton parishioners
that all regular meetings of MPC are open to the public.
Whilst I’m not suggesting that attending meetings offers an
“edge of the seat” experience that competes with bungee
jumping or even watching “Strictly Come Dancing”, it does
offer a 10 minute slot at the beginning of every meeting
during which members of the public having an interest in a
particular agenda item such as a planning application can
address the Parish Council to make a point and ask a
question. It should be noted however that once the 10
minute slot is closed the public are no longer permitted to
address the council or take part in any discussion.
If you’re unsure of what topics MPC will be discussing, the
agenda and minutes of all MPC’s public meetings are
published on their website ( www.minchinhampton-
pc.gov.uk ) and a few days before each meeting the
agenda is displayed on MPC’s notice board which is
located next to the post box below Box Village Green. The
minutes of all meetings are also published on the web site
once they have been approved by the council.
Cllr Steve Hemmings, Minchinhampton Parish
Councillor, Box Ward.
1 Baycroft, Box, Tel: 01453 832908
E-mail SPH@Box-Village.com
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Answers to Christmas Quiz (p. 20)
1. Mince pies   2. Baked Alaska   3. Bread and butter
pudding   4. Eve’s pudding  5. Fresh fruit salad   
6. Gooseberry fool   7. Ice cream sundae   8. Queen of
puddings  9. Spotted Dick   10. Knickerbocker Glory
11. Rum Baba   12. Summer pudding   13. Death by
chocolate   14.  A Trifle   15. Floating islands   
16. Blancmange   17. Pavlova   8. College pudding   
19. Brown Betty   20. Christmas pudding



LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Minchinhampton
Monday 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Wednesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 12.30pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Nailsworth
Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 6.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Another Puzzle for you to solve this Christmas!
Not sure as to whether you can help me in my research
into an old watercolour painting I own that was given to
me by an aunt who was born in Great Barrington. The
painting, which is in need of some remedial work, is of the
Beehive Inn dated 1910/1911 by G. F. Nicholls. I have
visited your village website and found little regarding this
inn. Do you have any information relating to this building? 
I would appreciate you or someone interested in historical
village life supporting me in my efforts to identify the
original property and its history.
Sorry for the poor quality pictures; I don’t want to de-frame
the painting at the moment as I think it is in its original
mounting! On the bottom left corner there is written Box
11/9/11 which you can just make out on the photos.
I am more than happy for you to share the photos. As and
when I decide to reframe the picture I will get it scanned
professionally and will send you a copy.
Kind regards, Alan Cater.
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PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE
(unless otherwise credited): 
Carolyn Dolan; Beris Hanks; Jacquie Hanks;
Steve Hemmings; Richard Hughes; Anne
Rogers; John Moseley; John Storey; Brendan
Clements; Felicity and Martin Smith.  
Apologies to anyone we may have inadvertently omitted.

A CONTINUING STORY 
John Storey’s Plumbing
In a recent conversation with John Storey he was vague
about the missing words in his article about plumbing and

we wondered if they could be
discovered. You will have
read about John’s recent
plumbing difficulties in the
last edition of Box News. We
are fortunate that one of our
most erudite readers has re-
examined the text and
discovered what the missing
words were, using a borrowed
crypto-digital radioscope, with
the following result: 
I would like to thank all those

thoughtful villagers who kindly sent ‘get well’ messages
following my recent and sudden hospitalization. I had a
severe blockage in my [exhaust manifold] and this
fortunately has been cleared, thanks to the timely
intervention by variously brave and skilled doctors. For
those who might be fascinated by the intimate details, the
surgeon inserted a long [probe] via my [tail pipe] down the
full length of my [chassis] all the way into [my water tank],
using his video monitor and a sharp [oxyacetylene torch]

he carved a large hole in my  [piston head]. It sounds
horrendous I know, but it turned out to be completely
painless from start to finish and it successfully relieved the
pressure on my [gaskets] which had caused the long term
[stuttering] and [fluid
leakage] from which I had
suffered for years. My [fuel
pump] seems to be
[pulsing] nicely again, so
thank you for all your kind
wishes, and a special thank
you to all the doctors and
nursing staff at the
Minchinhampton practice,
Cheltenham Hospital and
the Winfield in Gloucester.
The ‘scope’ detected a
postscript that had not
been spotted by the
original editor.
PS (John recalls): As I regained consciousness and came
out of this strange dream I saw my surgeon in a dirty brown
coat with ‘TOON’ stenciled on the front. By his side stood
a smiling matron! Their parting words were: ‘get it serviced
more often!’
Anonymous Village Consultant



Chairman: Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box 832345  BVH@Box-Village.com

Vice-chairman: Steve Hemmings 832908

Hon Secretary: Booking Secretary: Hon. Treasurer:
Ivy Witts 834347 Jane Storey 836649 Mark Robinson 834202

Committee:
Joan Davis 832951 Millie Kidson 832095 John & Jane Storey 872430
Sarah Kidson 832095 Colin French 883223 Andrew Dawes 832545
Andrew Pettit 834766 Phil Goodwin 832610 Chris Helps 833868

Chairman: Richard Hughes  885478   BVS@box-village.com
Hon. Treasurer: Anne Rogers  833588

Committee:
Ian Witts 834347 Penny Helps 833868 Steve Hemmings 832908
Alison Pettit 834766 John Storey 872430

Art Group (co-chairmen) Jill Harwood  886233 jillharwooduk@gmail.com

Sue Dixon  885252 suekdixon@hotmail.com

Barnabas Painters Alan Hopkins 825665 alan.hopkins733@btinternet.com

Bridge Group Mark Rogers 833588 BoxBridge@box-village.com

Coffee Mornings Daphne Edwards 832283 BoxCoffee@box-village.com

Gardening Club Mark Rogers 833588 BoxGarden@box-village.com

Parish Council Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

Church Convenor Colin French 883223 BoxChurch@box-village.com

Swimming Club Andrew Pettit 834766 BoxSwim@box-village.com

Box Players, Director Chris Ames 832345 BoxPlayers@box-village.com

Box Players, Co-ordinator Jacquie Hanks 836287 jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk

Box WI Joan Davis 832951 BoxWI@box-village.com

Neighbourhood Watch Pauline Temple 836468 BoxNeighbourhoodWatch@box-village.com

Box News Editor Brendan Clements 887376 BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Advertising Lynda Brown 833118 BoxAdvertising@box-village.com

Box News Features Editor Jacquie Hanks 836287 BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Distribution Alison Edmonston 836309 BoxNews@box-village.com

Village Hall Bookings Jane Storey 836649 BVHbookings@box-village.com

Box Bar Andrew Dawes 832545 BoxVigil@box-village.com

Website Editor Chris Helps 833868 WebEditor@box-village.com

Website Co-ordinator Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

GWT (Box Wood) George Griffiths 07464 486732 George.griffiths@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

NB  The Editor would be grateful if you could notify him of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.

BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE

VILLAGE CONTACTS
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Another year has started after our summer break with
our AGM in September.  With one exception, all the
committee were happy to stand again, although some
with different roles.  We are especially pleased to
welcome Brian Wilkie, a longstanding member and
David Wordington, a newish member, to the committee.
We are very fortunate to have a strong committee who
oversee the running of the group.

Many of you will know Brian Dowling from Box, who
after many years has stood down from the committee.  I
think Brian took on the role of Secretary in 1997 and
then Chairman from 2001 to 2011 and finally Vice
Chairman until 2012, as well as being the organiser of
the annual exhibition until 7 year’s ago.  He continued
to offer his advice and support and I have been
particularly grateful to him for his encouragement as I
took on the role of Chairman as a relative newcomer to
the group.  In recognition of the exceptional role he has
played as a committee member and as a thank you we
had a small presentation for Brian when we gave him
life membership and some gifts plus a card signed by
members.

Although members come and go, I would like to
mention Maggie Annis who has recently left the group
due to ill health.  She was an active member for many
years and her support will be greatly missed.
No doubt many of you will have visited the recent
exhibition and will have been as impressed as I was at
the high standard of work.  It amazes me that we
produce such a great variety of paintings and it is a
lovely opportunity for us to display our work.

Unfortunately, the weather was against us this year, with
even the exhibition signs on the common not standing
up to the winds!  We held a very enjoyable “Meet the
Artist” evening when art was combined with food, wine
and chat.  I’m embarrassed to say that my painting,
Stroudwater Canal, Chalford was voted favourite
painting.  I have now corrected the title to Thames and
Severn Canal, Chalford!  In second place was David
Wordington’s amazing “Celestial Structures”.  We have
sent off a cheque for £85 to Horsfall House from the
donations collected. Thank you to everyone who
supported us.
We welcome back
Roxy and Beth as
our tutors again
this year.  Beth has
just judged the first
competition of the
year, ‘Do it again’
when we were
asked to produce 2
or more variations
of the same work.
There was a wide variety of entries and Pete Smith, with
his range of boating scenes was a very worthy winner.

Membership was down as we returned in September,
but following the exhibition we have had visits from
some potential members.  Welcome to our new
members, Andy, Sharon and Mary.  We still have some
vacancies, so if you are interested, or know of anyone
who would like to join our group, or be a sitter for our
Portrait Group for the afternoon for a small
remuneration, please contact me at
jillharwooduk@gmail.com or our membership secretary
Ann Jackson at ann.jackson1@homecall.co.uk
Jill Harwood, Co-Chairman

ART GROUP



BIRD BOX NOTES
Have you seen this bird?
You cannot have failed to notice the buzzard that circles
the village and keeps his eye on us below.   In fact, there
has been a breeding pair of buzzards nesting in the
village for several years now that have successfully raised
young. Only this
morning three
buzzards were
glimpsed being
harassed by crows as
they glided around,
and then took
evasive action when
attacked. 
However, there is
another more elusive
bird of prey in Box
that is not so easy to
spot. It is usually
quiet when hunting
but you may very
occasionally hear its
thin squealing peee-
ee …. I became
aware of it a couple
of summers ago
when it darted into
the garden and
attacked an injured bantam. This summer it visited us
again swooping in low and taking out a pigeon squab
that had just emerged from its nest. It was a ruthless
attack and the poor squab did not stand a chance. 
After a hearty meal it returned over the next few days to
pick the carcass clean, leaving just a pile of feathers and
the skeleton in its wake. This bird was a sparrowhawk. 
Sparrowhawks are known for their stealth and agility.
They skim along hedges, dip into gardens, often where
there are bird tables, and take their prey by surprise.
The smaller male will target tits and finches and the
larger female, like our visitor, will hunt blackbirds,
thrushes and pigeons. Sparrowhawks live in wooded
farmland, hills and forests and possibly near you!
Jacquie Hanks

ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing,
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904 058866
email:

sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com

web: 

myvillagehandymanstroud.com
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HALLOWEEN
Box is not usually a scary
place, rather friendly
most of the time.  But on
October 31st you might
have found a rather
different, darker
atmosphere in the
village.  Not just because
the nights were drawing
in, but perhaps it had
something to do with
the Jack O’Lanterns,
bats, skeletons,
werewolves  and other
ghoulish costumes worn
by some of the younger
village folk.
They were just costumes,
weren’t they??
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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
Harold Creed
Private Harold Jesse Creed was living in Box prior to
enlisting in Stroud for the Gloucestershire Yeomanry
(Royal Gloucestershire Hussars). It is reported that he
went to France in 1917 or early 1918 where he joined
the 5th Battalion, Yorkshire Regiment on the Western

Front. He was probably
captured in the major
German offensive
during March.
Thousands of British
troops were taken
prisoner during this
period and with the
high numbers housed
together in cramped,
unsanitary conditions
disease and deprivation
were common. The
date of his death (3rd
October 1918 aged 19)
suggests he may have
been a casualty of
Spanish Influenza. He
was buried at Worms

(Hocheim Hill) in the Rhineland of Germany. He was one
of 113 Commonwealth servicemen interred here of
whom the majority were Prisoners of War. 
It is timely to remember that there were continuing
deaths after the cessation of hostilities: 
Frederick Bingle
The Burial Register for Minchinhampton P.C. includes an
entry for Frederick Bingle, aged 42, of Box who was
buried in the Churchyard in March 1919. This is most
likely the son of Daniel and Ellen Bingle of The Box who
served with The Royal Garrison Artillery. He either died
of wounds received in action or from an illness or
disease contracted while serving with the army. 
His death may have been caused by the Spanish

Influenza outbreak. 
The influenza pandemic of 1918-1919 killed more
people than World War 1, at somewhere between 20
and 40 million. It has been cited as the most devastating
epidemic in recorded world history. Known as “Spanish
Flu” or “La Grippe” the epidemic was a global disaster. 
Fighting ended on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month and this has become known and
commemorated as Armistice Day.


