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CHRISTMAS IS JUST FOR KIDS?!
“Christmas is just for kids!” said I, as I began my first
sermon whilst training for ministry.  I went on to explain,
to the congregation I was on placement with, why this
was not true, and exactly why Christmas is just as much
for grown-ups, as for our children.
I don’t have a copy of that sermon any more, but I
imagine explaining that the message of Christmas, the
message of Incarnation, is of profound importance for
all of humanity, and for all of time.  We learn that God
took on our humanity, that we might take on his divinity.
It is this pivotal moment in salvation history that sets us
free, free to receive eternal life, life in all its fulness.
Here, then, is not a festival just for children but a festival
that points forward, in a very serious way, to Easter and
to Pentecost.
As I shook hands at the
door at the end of that
service, one of the lovely
ladies who had made me
feel very welcome in her
church, said, “You’re so
right, vicar, Christmas is
just for kids.”  At which I
was flabbergasted – had she not listened to anything I
had said in my 10-minute sermon?
On reflection, however, many years later and now a
father of two, I understand.  The lady who hadn’t
listened to a word I had said in my sermon nonetheless
had a point.  Christmas is special for children, in a way
that it simply isn’t special for grown-ups.  Sharing
Christmas with children makes Christmas special once
again; and this is part of our thinking for the annual
carol service, this year, when we will also be asking
children to come and dress up and help us re-tell the
Christmas Story.  
Jesus said, “Suffer little children, and forbid them not,
to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.”  What Jesus is trying to tell us is that we need
to learn from how children see the world if we are to
understand our faith and engage with our God.  Or to

put it another way, Christmas
is for those who have not
forgotten what it means to be
a child of God.
So, as you prepare for the
festive celebrations once
again this year, give yourself
permission to engage with
Christmas as a child does: with
eager anticipation, in awe and
wonder, and with excitement
and joy.  And in all these
things, may you experience
His birth afresh, receiving all
the blessings of our God, who
shared in our humanity, that
we might share in his divinity.
Yours in Christ,
Revd Canon Howard Gilbert -
Rector of Minchinhampton 
with Box and Amberley

I hope you are all had a very enjoyable summer.
At our recent committee meeting we decided that we
would approach Jake Lukas to try to arrange another
meeting for Steve Hemmings and myself with him and
Gordon Cole as we have had no contact since our
meeting in November 2018 was cancelled. Matters
such as parking on the common are still ongoing and
haven’t been resolved. I did e-mail him but have not
yet received a reply.
The Box Village Show which is run
by the Gardening Club took place
on Sunday 1st September and
was a great success. The
weather was perfect and
the village hall was
packed for the
presentation of the prizes by
Diana Hayward. The
photographs that I took on
the day are included in this
magazine.
The switching on of the Christmas lights at the village
hall followed by refreshments and children’s games in
the village hall now in its second year took place on
6th December and was greatly enjoyed by everyone
attending. My photographs of the occasion will be in
the next edition of Box News.
Finally, I must draw your attention to the article “Parking
Pinch Points” relating to parking in the village which
identifies the pinch points and highlights the increasing
problems that inconsiderate parking causes. 
On behalf of the Village Society committee and myself
I hope that you all have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy New Year.
Richard Hughes, Chairman, Box Village Society

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY
All Box residents are Members
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DECEMBER 2019
6th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
10th: Box WI Christmas Festivities, 10.00am BVH
14th: Box Garden Club Christmas Party, 7.30pm BVH
20th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH 
22nd: St Barnabas Church, Christmas Crib and Carol
Service, 3.00pm
22nd: Yoga, Tree Sisters Charity with Salacia Baldwin,
6.30-7.30pm BVH
25th: St Barnabas Church, All Age Communion Service
with Carols, 9.00am 
29th: Yoga, Tree Sisters Charity with Salacia Baldwin,
6.30-7.30pm BVH

JANUARY 2020
1st: New Year’s Day Walk and Lunch, BVH
3rd: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH 
14th: Box WI The Work of The Grace Network, Tom
Herbert 10.00am BVH
16th: Board Games Night 7.00pm BVH
17th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm
17th: Box Garden Club AGM and Question Time
7.30pm BVH

FEBRUARY
7th: Box Winter Party Bookings: Ginny Martin 7.00pm
BVH
11th: Box WI Muscle & Joint Problems faced by Post-
Menopausal Women, Dr Kristine Hagen 10.00am BVH
18th: Box Gardening Club, The Kitchen Garden Today –
Roger Umpelby 7.30pm BVH
20th: Board Games Night 7.00pm BVH
21st: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH 
23rd: Newcomers Party, all residents are welcome 12.00
noon BVH   

MARCH
6th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
10th: Box WI, Stroud Hospital & its Friends, Dr Roy
Lamb 10.00 am BVH
17th: Box Gardening Club, Bagatelle and Giverny –
Duncan Coombs 7.30pm BVH
19th, 20th: Box Players Pantomime, ‘Jack and the
Beanstalk’ 7.30pm BVH
21st: Box Players Pantomime, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’
2.00pm matinée and 7.30pm BVH
29th: Air in G, ‘Shoo Shoo Baby’ 7.30pm BVH

APRIL
3rd: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
14th: Box WI, Stitched Textile Art, Liz Brooke Ward 10.00
am BVH
16th: Board Games Night 7.00pm BVH
17th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
21st: Box Gardening Club, Growing from Seed – Chris
French 7.30pm BVH

JUNE
7th: Box Open Gardens, a lovely day - do come!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
(NB   BVH = Box Village Hall)

BOX NEWS - SPRING 2020 EDITION
Our Spring edition should appear during April so
if you have material you would like included,

please give it to Jacquie Hanks or 
Brendan Clements by Monday 23rd March

The Box News team wish all Box Residents
and their families and friends a very 

Merry Christmas . .

. . and all our best wishes for a safe, 
happy and prosperous

New Year

BOX CHRISTMAS 
CRIB AND CAROL SERVICE

OUR USUAL CAROL SERVICE, 
BUT WITH ADDED CHILDREN!

Children - please come dressed as your
favourite character from the Christmas
story and grownups come and sing your

favourite Christmas Carols!

Sunday 22nd December 3pm



INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS 
LETTINGS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

An established local family firm
supported by a friendly loyal team
who all live locally, specialising in
the sale of traditional country
properties throughout the

Cotswolds and the Severn Vale
Stroud • Minchinhampton • Painswick • Mayfair

01453 755552 � 01453 886334 � 
01452 814655 � 0207 467 5330
sales@murraysestateagents.co.uk
www.murraysestateagents.co.uk

It is now 18 years since the Friday coffee morning was
started by Valerie Dowling. For those who are new to
the village or have just forgotten - the coffee morning is
held every Friday come rain or shine from 10.30 am until
11.30-ish. It's an
excellent chance to
catch up with
friends, find out
what's going on in
the neighbourhood
and have your coffee
(or tea if you prefer)
made for you
by charming baristas!
Unlimited coffee and
biscuits provided for
the grand sum of
50p - still no inflation
since its inception! 
What’s not to like?  
Last week I was able to hand over £100 to the village
hall, as despite the bargain price we still make a profit,
which all goes towards the village hall upkeep!
Daphne Edwards (organiser), 832283

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE
PARKING IN BOX - Parking ‘Pinch Points’
We live in a small village and all understand that parking
our cars can be difficult.  It is not always obvious if
vehicles cannot pass safely, or a parked car has created
a “pinch point”.  Spots that are particularly easy to
block are shown as yellow dots on the map below.
Please remember to
park without blocking
the road in any way.
There are driveways
and less obvious road
junctions where sight
lines may be
obscured.
Emergency vehicles
could find access to
some properties
more problematic.
Pedestrians are also
road users and so
should feel they can walk safely along the lanes – with
or without a buggy to push!
As the nights draw in and we come into winter, some
areas of the village roads will be covered in ice.  The
camber of the road can make driving a particular hazard. 
A few reminders from the Highway Code (these can
change frequently, some are recommendations and
others a legal requirement)
Do not park a car facing against the flow of traffic.
Stop as close as you reasonably can to the verge or
road side.
Avoid stopping too close to a vehicle displaying the
Blue Badge holder (disabled) sign.  
Do Not Park:
Anywhere that would prevent access for the
Emergency Services.
In front of an entrance to someone else's property.
On a road bend.
Opposite a road junction or within 10 metres (32 ft)
of junctions or corners 
Opposite another parked vehicle if it causes an
obstruction.

Thank you for your co-operation
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Bear House, George Street, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7BB
Tel 01452 770855  Mob 07976 383969  Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk

Just in case it slipped your mind or you haven’t got
round to it . . !

If you enjoy the contribution that the spire of St
Barnabas makes to the beauty of the village - please

help. The
spire of St
Barnabas is
an important
feature of our
environment
and I am sure
that you get
pleasure
seeing it
from all
around the
village. The

picture shows the poor state of the gold leaf. We are
over half way to our target and have asked for help from
some outside bodies, but the Friends of St Barnabas
was set up to let all residents support the beautiful
building whatever their religious affiliations. 

Our Church ‘St Barnabas, Box’ is a truly delightful Arts
and Crafts gem. It incorporates stained glass windows
by former Box resident Edward Payne. The furniture is
of its period and there is a set of hand-sewn kneelers
with village illustrations. We should look after it.

Please send donations to:

Friends of St Barnabas c/o Mark Rogers,
Twelvetrees, Box, GL6 9HP or make a bank transfer
to St Barnabas Church Box Sort Code 309829,
Account number 00551464. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

St. BARNABAS CHURCH
Friends of St Barnabas -Spire Appeal

AMÉLIE CERYS NEIGHBOUR
Jon and Nicole are happy
to announce the arrival of
Amélie Cerys Neighbour
in August, 7 pounds, 5
ounces. 

Amélie is the third
generation of the
Neighbour family to call
Box home. She has loved
making friends with lots of
the village and looks
forward to meeting many
more of you over the
years to come.

DYLAN DUFFY
Congratulations to Dylan Duffy, aged 14, who has had
another good year in golf. A member of Gloucestershire
Under 16s team, Dylan was delighted to be The John
Kirby Club Championship winner at Minchinhampton
Golf Club (MGC) after a round of 36 holes with a score
of 64 and 70 to win the trophy. He is also a member of
the MGC Junior team who were named the 2019 North
Gloucestershire South division winners. Well done Dylan.
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AN AMERICAN “INVASION” OF MINCHINHAMPTON
by Diana Wall
Phil Berardelli was a Private, (1st Class) in the U.S. Army,
just twenty-two years old, when he arrived in Liverpool
in January 1944.  After a brief stay, he was assigned to
the Headquarters Company, which commanded his
regiment and looked after most of the heavy equipment
and armament needed following the difficult campaigns
in North Africa.  His Company moved south to
Gloucestershire and settled down on the Great Park at
Minchinhampton. 
In his own words: “This accounted for all the equipment,
huts and tents that were scattered all around … it
seemed sad to me to see such a lovely little village
disrupted and desecrated, but it was wartime and it had
to be done.  We were there to reorganise and re-equip
and so for the ensuing months we were kept quite
busy.”
There was another camp in Minchinhampton, however,
much closer to Box.  Vera Harvey recalled “one
summer’s evening, a camp appeared with 900 black
personnel and 10 white officers ... when these black
servicemen arrived their supplies hadn’t caught up with
them.  They had no water and very little food.  

They went up to the Park and asked their own personnel
for food, and they were refused.  Local people gave
them things for the three or four days before their food
came – and remember at this time we were well into
food rationing.”  Discrimination on grounds of colour
was seen for the first time in Minchinhampton.
There were the brighter times, however.  Many of the
off-duty soldiers spent a happy hour (or two!) in The
Crown.  A small group formed a jazz band, which was
much in demand for dances, especially on Friday nights
in the Market House.  Many individuals established
friendships with local people.  
Most of the Roman
Catholic soldiers
worshipped at
Woodchester, and
others attended Holy
Trinity or the Baptist
Chapel.  Older Box
residents recall the
sound of Negro
Spirituals on Sunday
evenings.  For Phil, there was a lifelong association with
the Ellins family, beginning in a chance meeting with 9-
year-old Geoff in Bell Lane, an invitation to sit in the
jeep and a reciprocal invitation to meet Geoff’s family in
West End.  The friendship endured long after the war
and culminated in a visit to Minchinhampton for Phil’s
eightieth birthday celebrations.
Back to 1944.  “Alas, our stay in Minch. came to an end
in early May and I hated to leave, but this was the army
and I had no choice.  After a sorrowful farewell with the
good people of the village, we moved down to
Cornwall, where we were to rehearse amphibious
landings and practise gunnery on the local beaches.  We
were not far from St. Austell.   The day finally arrived in
the first week of June, when we shipped out of
Plymouth.  Our destination was Utah Beach … as an
engineering unit we were part of a special brigade
whose assignment included clearing the beaches of all
obstacles, defusing and removing mines, draining the
marshy, wet areas, throwing down temporary gravel
roads and paths for the foot soldiers and tanks and
armoured vehicles and clearing areas that hindered
operations.”
The units from our Great Park and Box were all involved
in similar operations during the liberation of Europe,
gradually working their way from Normandy to Berlin;
many U.S. soldiers did not live to see their homeland
again.  Those that did remember with fondness the
warmth and friendship of the local people during the
dark days of World War II, when for five months in 1944
Minchinhampton was “invaded” by the Americans.
Diana Wall has very kindly written this for Box News. It is largely
based on the recollections of Phil Berardelli, when he returned here
with his family to celebrate his eightieth birthday.  He also gave the
Local History Group the photograph.

ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs

“same great service, great value, great workmanship”
Local staff and professional, friendly service

We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability
•  Discount  MOT  £39.95
•  Competitive service prices
•  Convenient location
•  Free collection

8.30am - 5.30pm   Monday – Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm   Saturday

Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton,
GL6 9HA

Call us for quotes on 01453 889207 6

As the free world commemorated "Operation Overlord" 
(D-Day) Box News remembered the US servicemen based for
a few months on Minchinhampton Common in 1944.  They
were an engineering unit and cleared the beaches, built
roads and generally made the beachhead secure, landing in
Normandy on D-Day +2. As it was during the era of

segregation there were two camps: one for white
servicemen on The Park; the other for black servicemen
which was situated near Box. The black servicemen attended
our church in the village and in return from the kindness
shown by residents, local children were given sweets and
chocolates and some young women received nylons.



After many years of doing without a greenhouse at
home we have decided to get one.  We have a lot of
plants that need to be kept dry in the winter and with
global wetting this is getting increasingly difficult. We
also grow a lot of veg plugs which can get leggy when
grown in the summerhouse (it is also overly crowded
and it would be nice to get the space back). 

A greenhouse, however, needs a good solid and level
base, and the thought of tackling this, especially up a
Cotswold slope, was a bit daunting. Luckily John
Bendle, who lives in Box and advertises in this
publication, came to our aid. With his assistant Will they
did it for us. We highly recommend their services.
I’ve just finished planting hundreds of crocuses and
several varieties of daffodil, now I look forward to 
Spring … 
On Sept 1st was the Village Show. It was truly a whole
village event and much more than just gardening. Please
see the report by Liz Hughes (p.16). 
Sept. 17th - Tiggy Lessner and Anne
Mustardé on Redesigning Box House
Gardens. Prior to Tiggy’s talk we had
the opportunity to visit the gardens
and view the changes. Many thanks to
Anne and David. The factors leading to
a redesign were discussed including
the impact of the drive and entrance to
the house, the proportions of the
gardens in relation to the house,
awkward shaped borders, difficulty of
accessing the garden’s highlights and
the general lack of ‘wow factor’. 
It was fascinating to see the plans, hear
about the design process and the
landscaping ground work undertaken
by Sam Smith and see the before,
during and after shots. Anne told us
about her research into choosing plants
and their appropriate planting. 
Oct. 10th - unfortunately I was unable
to attend our joint meeting with 
Amberley Gardening Club. I do know 

that speaker Felicity Down was replaced by her husband
- a fellow horticulturalist who talked about ‘All-Year-
Round Colour’.
Nov 19th - Malcolm Allison gave an interesting talk on
the history and development of Nerines. Malcolm
brought a good array of these South African plants, that
provide such welcome autumn colour as well as other
plants from his nursery near Tewksbury. He regularly has
a stall at Stroud Farmers’ Market (March to October). 
Dec. 14th will be the annual Christmas Party which is
always an enjoyable affair.
Beris Hanks

GARDENING CLUB

Domestic and
commercial cleaning,
covering Nailsworth

and surrounding areas.
Please call -

7
Adele Rymer 07891 538834
www.attention2detailcleaning.co.uk

AN EXCITING PROGRAMME FOR 2020
Box Gardening Question Time– Whether you are new to
gardening and have basic questions or are trying
something more advanced and need advice, our own local
experts answer your questions. After the bar on Friday 17th
January. All welcome.
On the third Tuesday of each month February to May and
September to November we have a range of speakers on
gardens and gardening. 2020 includes talks on vegetable
growing, flowers from seed, roses, the gardens at Giverny
and Bagatelle, establishing native orchids in your garden,
ferns and the Rococo gardens in Painswick. Membership is
just £18 (£28 for a couple) and covers all the talks.
We are involved in the Village plans for Open Gardens on
7th June and organise the Village Show on 6th September.
This year there will be a pumpkin growing competition for
the children.
We have plans for Group Visits to Cerney and
Daglingworth in June and to the award-winning gardens at
Bourton House near Moreton in Marsh in August. These
will be in shared cars rather than coach trips as previously.
Last but not least there will be the Box Gardening Club
Christmas Party – when you know Christmas is on its way!
So if you have an interest in gardens or gardening or would
like to develop one why not join Box Gardening Club.
Membership Secretary Gill Ogle - ogle.gill@gmail.com
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STUART SINGERS
Based in Minchinhampton, the Stuart Singers are well
known for their eclectic repertoire and their charitable
fund-raising (over £250,000 to date and counting). What
is less well known is their strength as a fellowship group,
and their camaraderie is particularly evident on their
annual tour.  Normally these are weekends spent a
couple of hour’s drive away, often in conjunction with a
local choir with whom we can share the joy of making
music.  They are also a great opportunity to socialise
and drink a jar or two!

However, this year’s tour took on a different complexion
when we were invited on a sponsored trip to Holland to
help the town of Venray, near the German border,
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of their liberation in
1944.  Imagine what it is like to be under occupation in
wartime – the constant fear, the extreme hunger, the
betrayals and the reprisals. So it is hardly surprising that
the Dutch take their liberation very seriously, and we felt
honoured to be invited to such an auspicious occasion.

It was a bleary-eyed group of Stuart Singers who
departed Minchinhampton at 4.30am on 18th October
at the start of a marathon thirteen hour trip to Venray.
On arrival, there was just time for a quick bowl of pasta
and then straight into our only rehearsal with the local
musicians – a good concert band and various
professional soloists.  Unlike our usual concerts we were
all individually mic’d-up. So no moving, no talking, no
coughing, no sneezing . . almost no breathing!
Fortunately, we were allowed to sing and this we did
with great gusto at the Freedom Concert the following
evening in front of a packed auditorium of over 600. The
atmosphere was electric and we were given numerous
standing ovations, such was the enthusiasm of the
audience.  

In between times, we spent the Saturday daytime
visiting Venray and the well curated museum at nearby
Overloon.  It was quite hard to envisage how such a
neat and orderly town could have been the scene of
fighting so fierce that the local river is still known as the
River of Blood. So the museum was very useful as it put
the whole weekend into context.

Sunday saw us singing at a service in the
Commonwealth War Cemetery, complete with numerous
dignitaries and veterans from the Norfolk Regiment –
age range 97 to 102!  In keeping with the solemnity of
the occasion the heavens opened and we had to don

our fetching
new uniforms
– bright blue
plastic
ponchos
which made
us look like a
band of
Smurfs!  The
ceremony was
touching and
emotional with many highs – the clear but elderly voice
of the veteran reciting ‘They shall not grow old …’, the
cool self-assurance of the 10 year old trumpeter playing
the Last Post, the quiet stoicism of the rain-soaked
scouts who placed a single rose on each of the 672
graves …  But the moment I shall never forget was when
the mayor took off his chain of office so that he could
speak as a private citizen and then gave a short but
impassioned speech about the Dutch love of the British
and their sadness about Brexit.  He offered us an
alternative acronym – BROFFEE – Britain Our Friends
For Ever and Ever.  Said as it was in a graveyard full of

young men who had given their lives to liberate his
people, it could not have been more poignant.

After this it was swiftly off to our final venue – a large
marquee in the grounds of  …… a castle which had
been obliterated by the Allies during the war – where
we again sang to a packed and enthusiastic audience,
this time with a Dutch choir and a German choir (a nice
touch).   By the time we got back to the hotel we felt we
had earned our celebratory dinner and a good long
session in the bar with the inevitable singalong. (Tip –
avoid booking a hotel at the same time as the Stuart
Singers if you want a good night’s sleep).

Over the weekend we sang to over a thousand people,
underwent an emotional roller-coaster and were shown
great kindness, warmth and generosity by our friends
across the Channel. As a fellow choir member said, ‘It
was challenging, exciting, successful and profoundly
knackering!’  But it is a weekend I will remember forever
and ever.

If you want to hear the Stuart Singers, our Christmas
Concerts are being held in Minchinhampton Church on
6/7th December – come and join in the fun!

Biddy Hadfield, Photos: Tony Hadfield
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ANIMAL CRACKERS!
This inquisitive cow was watching me take photos on the
Common so I thought I would capture its inquisitive stare.
As I focused the camera it took umbrage. It snorted,
lowered its head and started to gallop straight at me …..
Be warned, there are cows out there with attitude!
Jacquie Hanks

cautionary reminders
for Box residents

cow has a horse laugh

shy, or just
sheepish?

scrumping apples in Box?
Who’s a cheeky cow then?!

TABBY THE MYSTERY CAT

Some years back, in our garden
There appeared a tabby cat,
Four square and very sturdy
Well groomed (though rather fat).

He’d not been microchipped and so
No clue from whence he came.
We called him Tabby White Paws since
We didn’t know his name.

He proved the friendliest fellow
That you could ever meet,
He rolls upon his back and rubs
His head upon our feet.

He stayed a week, he stayed a month
He’s stayed for several years
He lives beneath a garden tree
And rarely disappears.

O Tabby White Paws now that you
Have lived with us so long,
What is your secret, tell us pray
To whom do you belong?

Brian Woosey

If anyone recognises the cat in the photo below,
and knows to whom he belongs, please call Brian
or Anne on 01453 832508.

WHY NOT TRY A SCOTTISH RECIPE THIS CHRISTMAS?
Old Edinburgh Tart

Cheat version – very quick: buy a sweet pastry case
readymade or make enough shortcrust pastry to line a
flan tin.
1. Cream fat and sugar.  Beat in the egg, then currants, 

flour and lastly whisky until the mixture is stiff.
2. Pile into pastry case and bake at 190/375 for 20 mins

(or 30 mins for homemade pastry) until well brown.
3. Serve with cream or ice cream.
Delicious!
Alison Edmonston

170g / 6oz Shortcrust Pastry
85g / 3oz Butter
128g / 4 ½ oz Caster Sugar
1 Large Egg (2 small)

310g / 11oz Currants
28g / 1 oz Self Raising Flour
2tbs Whisky



DOREEN MARY COX - Recollections of my journey in
her life by Mike Cox (Nephew)
Doreen was known to us all in different ways and had many
tales to tell but her intense desire to protect her privacy
prevented a wealth of life experience being shared with many
more people than perhaps it should have been, which is
extremely sad because she had a lot to say about a lot of
things. Whilst she protected her own privacy, she was still keen
to discover what was going on around the area and would look
through holes in walls and peek over hedges to keep an eye on
things in case she needed to complain about anything. She was
a keen letter writer and fine-tuned the art with lots of practice,
writing complaints to anyone who stepped over her line. She
also enjoyed reading, crossword puzzles and doing jigsaws.

My earliest recollection of Doreen
was as a young child when I spent
most Saturdays with Nan, Gramp
and Doreen at Elder Cottage, the
family home, which as most of you
are aware is next door to Pippins
where Doreen spent the last 26
years of her life. We would go
shopping, usually in Cirencester,
and go on trips to the seaside and
the like. Initially I found Doreen
quite aloof, a bit scary and quite
posh. Doreen would usually give
me a lift home in her Morris Minor
which was shaky and bumpy but
was at the time her pride and joy,

before returning home to get changed again before
presumably having a Radox bath to ease her back from the
bumps along the lane to Minchinhampton. The state of the
road which was never repaired to Doreen’s satisfaction has been
a subject which SDC have received many letters from her over
the years, with suggestions of not paying her Council Tax if they
did not sort it out. I think it is ironic that she had the last laugh
as they were working on the road through Box recently but had
to stop to allow the hearse through on its way to
Minchinhampton Church for her funeral service. 
When I was about 11 years the bombshell which Doreen never
really recovered from happened.  Her Dad sadly died and this
was devastating for her. He was her rock, her guardian and she
worshipped him. From that day on she became even more
private and spent a lot of time taking care of her mother.
As I grew up Doreen followed our exploits both in school and
our wider lives. She always showed an interest in our extended
families whilst keeping her own privacy intensely under guard.
She spent a lot of time travelling and I don’t think there are too
many places she has not been to: Russia, China, USA, Germany,
Uzbekistan, Iceland, Norway, the list goes on and on. She truly
was well travelled and brave. She regularly hired cars in a lot of
these places, scary for some of the residents I imagine! I recall I
was driving down a country road in the Cotswolds one day, with
my family, and in the distance, we saw a car manoeuvring. I said
that looks like Doreen doing a three-point turn in the road and
as we got closer, we saw it was! 
I saw Doreen as a very private person who was comfortable in
her own company, stubborn, resolute and didn’t suffer fools
gladly and did not forget if she felt anybody had treated her
badly. However, as she grew older, we started to see a different
side to her and she acquired a nickname, ‘’The naughty one,’’
which she took pride in living up to:
She needed hearing aids but did not really use them
correctly, always maintaining they were fine. When we took
her for a check-up, despite me explaining she never really
wore them, Doreen told the assistant that everything was fine
and she had them in and could hear perfectly. When the lady
checked she said “I am surprised: you haven’t got any batteries
in them”.  I just laughed but Doreen was not impressed!
When the telephone rang at home Doreen couldn’t really
hear properly what was being said so she believed she was
receiving a ‘funny’ phone call and would blow a whistle loudly
down the phone.  Anyone who phoned regularly possibly has

hearing issues themselves now, due to Doreen’s whistle.
She loved having her hair cut in Gyles Allen flirting
outrageously with Jeremy and Rob and catching up on their
gossip.  Jeremy always took care of her, teased her and if
anyone opened the door for her or stood up to give her their
seat, Jeremy would say don’t do that she will expect
everyone to do it.
Even when she was in hospital she continued to flirt and there
was a young male nurse in Stroud who she took a liking to
and when he was on duty she would change from a feisty,
disobedient elderly lady into a love-struck teenager and
would do as he asked. 
Whilst out shopping with Belinda my wife in Morrisons she
flirted and always headed for one checkout as she really liked
the man whose name is Paul (but she called him James for
some reason). I informed him of her passing, he was sad, and
said he would miss their little chats and that one of the lights
in Nailsworth had now gone out.

When Elder cottage was being renovated Doreen regularly
complained about the builders parking outside her gate,
making a noise, causing dust on her windows and washing.
Little did she know that one day they would come to her
rescue.  She went into her garage and the door came down
behind her. She was trapped. She pressed the panic button on
her careline pendent around her neck, but they couldn’t hear
her as the phone was in the house. I was called and went to
find out what had happened.  When I
arrived, there was no sign of Doreen and I
expected the worst.  I walked up the stairs
dreading what I would find. I opened the
door and there she was sat in her chair
reading the paper. She said “what are you
doing here?”  I explained that the careline
had called me. She then told me what
had happened. She had been banging on
the garage door and a nice gentleman
kindly came and let her out.  I asked who
it was, and she said with a smile, it was
one of those nice builders from next door.
Doreen would regularly spend Christmas day with us which was
special as it was also her Birthday.  She enjoyed playing games
and was often entertained with whoopee cushions, water
pistols, party poppers and funny glasses being regular props.
When Doreen was 90 a family gathering was arranged at the
Lodge and despite her saying she was not coming she was
persuaded to attend. She had a great time and was singing and
dancing. She even attempted the can-can with my son Matt.
We have since found a letter she wrote, but never sent to the
Lodge, complaining about the ‘riot’ they had allowed to take
place at their premises with bad behaviour by an elderly lady
who was upsetting other customers.
To end, my favourite memory of Doreen is as follows.  She
called us over as she was having problems with her mobility
scooter and wanted us to look at it for her.  Belinda and I went
over and the brakes were sticking so we fixed them and
decided to take it for a spin around her garden to make sure it
was OK.  Belinda went first and everything was fine. I went and
everything was fine.  Now it was Doreen’s turn. What happened
next will stay with me forever.  She started from the garage and
went around the front of the house with no issues, turned down
the side, perfect!  As she turned right round the back of the
house the rotary washing line, which contained sheets and
towels suddenly ‘jumped out in front of her’, or so she said
later. She kept going unfazed, wrapped up in towels and
sheets. Almost horizontal she emerged from the line, patted her
hair and kept driving without showing any emotion. With a
camera we would have been guaranteed £250 for ‘you’ve been
framed’! RIP Doreen, you’re going to be missed. (wonderful! Ed)
Doreen Cox died peacefully on 5th September at Stroud
General Hospital, aged 91 years. Much loved Aunt of Mike,
Dave, Susan, Mark, Robert and all of their families.
Our condolences go out to her family and our special thanks to
Mike Cox for sharing his memories of Doreen with us.
Please see page 30 for her work colleagues’ memories.
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THE MAN IN THE GARAGE - 2019
This season has not been the best. I attempted to do two
different championships and ended up doing neither
particularly well. However the highlight of the year was my
trip to France in May to compete in the St Goueno
Hillclimb about an hour and a half south of St Malo.

I departed for La Belle
France on the bank
holiday Monday to give
myself a couple of days
to learn the course and
establish “entente
cordiale” with the local
landlords. Matron
waved me a fond
farewell using two fifths
of one hand and off I
trundled full of youthful
exuberance. A last
minute engine problem
had been resolved by
the application of a
bottle of special valve
lubricant so all was

well. Spare tyres for the wet, camping equipment and an
emergency supply of bottled English bitter were stowed
away and off I went to catch my overnight ferry from
Portsmouth.

The on board entertainment consisted of a “Magico” the
childrens magician who would have made a very good
Fagin and probably had personal proclivities involving
livestock!! He was followed by a pair of girl singers whose
ability to stay in tune was at best poor and at worst
excruciating but whose physical attributes more than made
up for their singing especially when they pogo’d round the
stage!  (photos please, or it didn’t happen.  Ed).

An early morning fry up and disembarkation was followed
by a couple of hours passing beautiful French countryside
arriving at the Municipal Campsite mid-morning. The
weather was inclement making pitching my tent a moist
experience so having completed the exercise I headed for
the shower block which resembled a neglected Murmansk
slaughter house. However there was a plentiful supply of
“chaud eau”. Très bon. I left with all crevices spotless and a
spring in my step.

Two days of cycling the course in drizzling rain, extensive
testing of local beverages and dining in a bar that had an
inflatable doll hanging in the doorway (pour les
emergencies monsieur!! ) was both challenging and highly
entertaining in equal amounts. My attempt to speak French
was appreciated, caused much hilarity and won me a
number of new friends.

Thursday the paddock opened and I moved location. Two
hundred competitors from all over Europe appeared during
the day. A vast array of exotica from half a million pound
outfits down to clubmen like myself filled the field. Motor
homes and tents were in abundance. However the
ablutions consisted of one cold water tap and two small
sheds with a lavatory seat over a large hole in the ground
and a bucket of sawdust which candidly I found a little
abrasive!!! Dear reader you can only imagine the aroma
after two days.

Practice went well, I used the first run as a sighter to see
how much grip there was and check my knowledge of the
course. Second practice went even better averaging
72mph for the 3.52 kilometers. My time put me in second
place in the group and resulted in me being re seeded and
moved up a class in the running order so I didn’t risk
catching anyone up on the course. This did not go down
well with a couple of gentlemen driving rather expensive
German machinery and an Austin Healey competitor
sporting a purple gin nose and a lurid cravat!
First run Sunday I used  to establish the grip on a cold
track. I recorded a 1.52.8. Two more timed runs to go and I
was feeling confident but delays started setting in. This is
where it all went downhill. Over the day there were in
excess of twenty accidents the most I have ever known in a
single event. There were simply too many competitors
getting frustrated by the waiting times, going off the boil
and then going off by trying that bit too hard.
My second run started really well. I was confident I could
run in the late 1.47s. The car felt great and I was on form.
Halfway up and out came the red flags as the car in front
had gone off. This was frustrating but I made my mind up
that I would make the last run a cracker and waited for my
opportunity. 
Unfortunately there
followed two huge
accidents within
seconds of each
other. One was an
ambulance case
but the second
required the air
ambulance which
caused a delay of
one and a half
hours. Eventually
the track reopened
by which time
many had lost the
will to compete
and decided not 
to run.
The French then
decided in their
wisdom that due to the delays they had to give
precedence to the French Masters competitors so our run
was cancelled due to time limitations. Frustrating to say the
least and it would be fair to say I was both annoyed and
upset. Fortunately both my boys had travelled across on
the Friday to support me and we retired to the local Tavern
to drown our sorrows which we did rather well! Believe me
their company was invaluable. How lucky am I? 
The English organisers were really mortified and offered to
count my practice run as timed run. I declined the offer. On
the upside I wasn’t the one in the air ambulance, I single
handedly put a significant dint in the French wine lake, I
have some new and attractive friends (female) who kiss me
on both cheeks (facial) and I brought the car home in one
piece. 
I shall return! There is unfinished business to be attended
to. Let’s hope I get another invitation to compete next year.
Que Sera Sera
Rob Toon
PS. The guy who finished just behind me had a video camera in
his car. Its on YouTube. https://youtu.be/KZ5ukRs8HfU 11
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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO TRY SOMETHING NEW!
How about a qualification in photography?
My interest in photography started at the age of 9 or 10
using my mother’s Box Brownie camera! Later I learnt to
process and print my own images using a home-made
enlarger. Between school and university, I spent a
summer working in a photo processing unit, learning
some of the more advanced techniques of enlarging and
printing. Subsequently photography was used mostly for
family, holidays and work. 
Digital cameras, Photoshop and PowerPoint came on
the scene as I retired. My darkroom equipment, still
owned, therefore became redundant. Ever since I have
been able to enjoy the pleasures and challenges of the
‘digital darkroom’. I have also been privileged to share
these experiences with the former Village Computer and
Camera club. 
Over the years I have purchased the occasional copy
magazine of the Royal Photographic Society (RPS) and
have visited their centre and museum when it was
housed in the Octagon in Bath. The Royal Photographic
Society (RPS) was founded in 1853 some 15 years after
Fox Talbot discovered photography. It almost
immediately received patronage from Queen Victoria
and Prince Albert. The Duchess of Cambridge recently
became patron taking over from the Queen who had
held the roll since 1952. Originally based in London it
moved to Bath in 1979 and moved finally to Bristol
earlier this year. Its historic collection of photographs,
books and equipment is now held in the Victoria &
Albert Museum. It remains the major representative
body for Photography linking with universities, colleges
and photographic societies. The new headquarters
provides an auditorium for lectures and distinction work,
an exhibition space, library and rooms for workshops.
I have recently become more aware of their ‘Distinctions
programme’. These awards are recognisable statements
of photographic knowledge and skills. They start with
the licentiate (LRPS) and are followed by associate
(ARPS) and the fellowship (FRPS). You are likely to
see ARPS or FRPS after the names of professional
photographers. Recently the RPS has linked with the
Open University to provide a basic photography course
that could lead on to preparation for the LRPS.  
The basic requirement for the LRPS is a ‘panel’ (the
‘Panel’) of 10 images as mounted prints arranged in 2 or
3 rows. The purpose is to demonstrate a range of
photographic skills covering landscapes, portraits, close
ups, street scenes and abstracts etc. For the ARPS a
panel of 15 images is required together with a
statement of intent, namely the topic on which it is
based. The FRPS requires 20 plus images and a
statement of intent and will represent the highest
standards of the art and technology of
photography. With approximately 6000 images on my
computer I wondered if I could find suitable
photographs to meet the basic distinction requirements
and in a moment of madness I decided to ‘have a go’!
My journey started about a year ago by attending as an
observer on an advisory day for LRPS & ARPS in Bath.
Here I learnt that large prints are not required (faults
show up more!), and that they should be mounted in a

uniform manner and in a balanced plan.  All of the many
possible technical faults and errors were identified in
many of the images shown! Following this I selected
images, prepared a plan and submitted it for online
advice. At least half were rejected! 
I started again including the best of these, mounted
them in 20” x 16” mounts and attended a ‘one to one’
advisory session in Bristol. This was very demoralising!
Only half of the prints were deemed worthy and these
had technical faults. One of the two advisers questioned
my eye sight and colour vision! At this point it would
have been very easy to give up. Foolish pride was
aroused and a further plan was created. More images
were added with 10 spares. All were reprinted with
special attention to technical faults.  A second advisory
session in Bath was much more encouraging and a
possible plan was assembled with encouragement to
submit it for assessment. 
The first opportunity for this was at the beginning of
November, again at the RPS headquarters in Bristol.
There were 28 submissions to be examined by 6
experienced photographers acting as assessors. Mine
was number 24 and as the long day wore on it was clear
that the success rate was less than 50%. The plans and
images were examined by the group and then
individually before voting took place. No direct
communication occurred with applicants except to
indicate success or failure. Mine was over quickly and
passed at the first round of voting! It was a very
gratifying end to a long, torturous and sometimes
stressful process. Throughout I received support and
advice from friends, family and our tutor from the Art
Group.
Brian Dowling L.R.P.S.

DOORSTEP DELIVERY - 
“TIM THE MILK”
Box is fortunate to have a milkman who
delivers milk (including goat’s milk),
yoghurt, cream, fruit juices and eggs on a
Monday, Wednesday and Friday each week.
New village residents and in particular
families may appreciate milk deliveries and,
as the milk arrives in glass bottles it will
help reduce plastic waste!
Please contact Tim Clarke on 01453 872
368 - he is based in Amberley



ONE-DAY YOGA RETREAT

madhusrasoi@gmail.com 
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CONGRATULATIONS NICK AND RACHEL!
Nick Morris married Rachel Jackson on Saturday 27th
July. The Wedding and Reception were held at
Grittleton House in Wiltshire.  It was a very happy day
with wonderful weather and a beautiful venue.
Nick grew up at Hawthorns in Box, and now lives near
Stratford-upon-Avon.

Join us for a restorative retreat featuring deep
relaxation, nutrition tips and how to improve
your well-being during the winter months

with two experienced and
qualified yoga teachers

Bridgette Sunman
07879 895991

bridgette@bsunman.co.uk

Elisabeth Noblet
07973 877029

elisabethnoblet@gmail.com



IN PRAISE OF STROUD FARMERS MARKET
Every Saturday morning from 9 am - 2pm a wonderful
event comes to Stroud in the guise of one of the largest
farmers markets in the UK. Launched in 1999, this market
has an amazing variety of over 50 stallholders offering
locally produced and locally grown goods. You can
browse the stalls and meet the stallholders, enjoy free
samples, discover new tastes and soak up the street
festival atmosphere.

On offer there is locally
produced meat and
charcuterie, vegetables,
eggs, bread, honey and
jam, milk, butter and an
abundance of local
cheeses, cider, wine
and beer,
cakes, desserts and
doughnuts (yes real

homemade multi-flavoured doughnuts, usually the
longest queue) olives, homemade pasta and sauces, the
list goes on and on. The Market operates a strict
producer only rule; secondary producers (who buy in raw
foods to make their product) are expected to use local
farmers/produce wherever possible. It’s quirky and fun
and if you’re a foody it is a great place to buy
ingredients, for all the gourmet cooking you’re planning
at home!  
There are great crafts
people too with a large
variety of goods on
sale from ceramics,
jewellery, sheep skin,
leather to stained glass,
baby clothes and other
gifts! Local nurseries
sell their plants, and
fresh cut flowers are
available as well. Then there is the delight of stopping
for a coffee at one of a number of local cafes, indulging
in a little people watching perhaps or maybe the smell
of cooking entices you to try a bacon or sausage roll, or
some other goodies on sale from one of the street food
stalls offering great take away!  
To quote one Trip Advisor comment: “The display is
beautiful, lots of things to sample and the quality is
superb. We are not seeking bargains here but
authenticity, quality and sheer delight.“

But this market is so
much more than the
excellent produce that
it sells. It’s about
creating community,
about meeting the
people who work really
hard to produce great
quality food and other
goods, and who choose
to sell it direct to you

the consumer.  Relationships are made, bonds formed
and I look forward each week to being able to go and
buy things I need which I know have been carefully

made or grown locally which keeps the money I spend in
the local area. It means I don’t need to engage so much
with Corporate UK who have such a strong hold over the
quality and quantity of food that I can buy from them,
usually sold in single use plastic that ends up in unusable
bales on a rubbish tip in far eastern countries.
Whilst you’re in that
part of Stroud check
out some of the local
shops in the High
Street, like the
locally based brand of
women’s clothing called
Lily and Me, Brilliant
Disguise too has some
great men’s and
women’s clothes and
there’s an excellent organic loose dried food store called
Loose Plastic Free just a short walk away at 4 Lansdown! 
(Don’t forget to take containers!)

The market is very
child- and dog-friendly.
It gets busy around
10.45 so if you’re not a
lover of crowds go
earlier, park in the
multi-storey car park
near Waitrose and it’s a
couple of minutes walk.
They have some special
Christmas markets

coming up: 18/19/20 December, for crafts, gifts and
food 9am - 4pm; Saturday 21 December Stroud Farmers
Market 9am - 2pm; and an extra Farmers Market for all
those forgotten bits and pieces on Monday 23
December 9am - 2pm.  
I do hope you manage to visit soon, I’m sure you’ll be
surprised by the wonder that is on our doorstep!!   Enjoy,
and have a great Christmas!
Pauline Temple
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MUSIC IN BOX
It’s rare for Box to be visited by musical legends and
rarer still that they come to perform for us in our Village
Hall – twice! Despite rumours that our 16th November
concert was a tribute act, the real Julie Felix was true to
her word and revisited us (she was here in July 2018) to
deliver a spellbinding evening of music to a capacity
audience. Julie mixed favourites from the past with new
material reflecting current issues of equality and
conservation. The consensus was that she was even

better this time around – her
energy and her capacity to
bewitch her audience were
quite phenomenal.
The Stroud area is home to a
number of giants of popular
music and one such, who had
performed with Julie on
television 50 years ago, was in
the audience to pay homage.
He was very complimentary
about our facilities and an
interesting conversation took
place – look out for possible
future high-profile events!
Shoo Shoo Baby have sung on
ice, jumped out of cakes and
performed internationally in
theatres, spiegeltents and cruise
ships. What sets them apart is
their musical wit and superb
harmony.’

No, we’re not
planning to
flood the
Village Hall
floor and freeze
it over, and I
don’t know
what a
spiegeltent is
either. But, for
our next Air in
G concert,
Shoo Shoo
Baby will be
with us for their
Great Cabaret
Safari. Expect
watertight
harmonizing on
an array of

razor-sharp cabaret songs, alongside music by Queen,
Enrico Morricone and The Proclaimers. 
So, reserve 29th March 2020 in your diary and note that
the concert is on a Sunday evening, starting at 6pm. Be
sure to order your tickets (£10) early:
Andy Pettit, Thimblepen, Box, Tel 834766, 
email    AirG@box-village.com        
Roger Ogle, Tel 839041, 
email    rogerogle@compuserve.com
Ann Nightingale Tel 07557 079996

Roger Ogle

Please note that 
Air in G promotes
entertainments in

many Gloucestershire
villages.  If you would
like to attend shows
outside Box, you can
get information on

their programme from
Sylvia Funston 

Tel 01989 566644
or download from
www.airing.co.uk

Andy Pettit (834766)
also has a few copies
of the 2019/2020 

Air in G programme.



BOX VILLAGE SHOW 2019
The Box Village Show, organised by the Gardening
Club, was a great success this year thanks to a record
number of villagers entering exhibits.  We were very
pleased that a number of these were from new
residents, especially the children. The hall was packed in
the afternoon with a good mix of young and old which
made for a great atmosphere.  The prize-giving was
held up for 15 minutes as there was such a long queue
for homemade cakes and teas!

The 2020 show will be held on Sunday 6th September
and we hope that even more villagers and their families
will enter and join in the fun.  The show schedule will be
delivered to you with Tom Longs Post at the beginning
of July.  

Thanks again to you all for making the Village Show
such an enjoyable event!

Liz Hughes, Show Secretary
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YOU CAN HIRE OUR HALL
Box Village Hall is available for hire, both to residents of
Box and those who live elsewhere. The Hall is a
spacious, light and well-equipped venue, ideally suited
to parties, receptions, club meetings, anniversaries,
dance functions and concerts. There is a fully-equipped
kitchen, folding tables and chairs plus a Loop installation
for those with hearing aids.

Seating capacity when using our
tables and chairs is 80 persons,
or 100 for concerts which is the
maximum capacity in accordance
with fire regulations. 

The Hall is available for rental at
attractive rates:

Box Residents: £6.00 per hour or
£8 per hour on Saturdays

Non-residents: £12.00 per hour,
or £16 per hour on Saturdays

All Business Users (anyone who
makes a charge for their services, whether resident in
Box or not): £12.00 per hour, or £16 per hour on
Saturdays.

Please contact Jane Storey on 836649 or email
BVHbookings@box-village.com for enquiries or to make
your booking.

GRASS SNAKES
After one of the features in our last edition of Box News
when we asked about the mystery eggs found in a heap
of compost, we have been sent a wonderful photo of a
large grass snake basking in the late summer sun on a
terrace in a Box garden.
The photo was taken by James Banks.

BOX VILLAGE HALL

BOX VILLAGE SHOW - CUP & MEDAL WINNERS 2019

AWARD CATEGORY WINNER

Gardening Club Award Most points in section A Beris Hanks
Hatton Cup Best Exhibit in section A Beris Hanks (A dish of mixed vegetables)
Pownall Cup Most points in section B Geraldine Ames
Glos Regimental Tankard Best Exhibit in section B Stephy Hennksen (Arrangement around a single candle)
Ragless Rose Bowl Most points in section C Chris French
Crawford Cup Best Exhibit in section C Kay Srivalsen (Vase of Dried Material)
Rose Medal Best Rose Exhibited Gill Ogle
Village Hall Cup Most points in section D Jacquie Hanks
Preserve Prize Best entry in section D Lucy Roberts (Raspberry Jam)
Children’s Prize Most points in section D Bo Marchant
Searle Cup Most points in section E Richard Hughes (Photography & Crafts Adults)
Photography Prize Best entry in Section E Pixie Sharp (Photography Adults - Moving Water)
Crafts Prize, Adults Best entry in Section E Anne Rogers (Cushion Cover)
Photography Prize, under 14 Best entry in Section F, Children Bo Marchant (Flower Close Up)
Crafts Prize, Children 7 and under Best entry in section F Annabel Roberts (Sock Puppet)
Crafts Prize, Children 8-14 Best entry in section F Holly Jackson (Miniature Garden)
Banksian Medal Most points in sections A & C Martin Dence
Collian Cup Most points in show overall Beris Hanks
Sunflower Prizes, Children

Tallest Sunflower Noah Ogle (Height 170 cm)
Largest Sunflower Head Thomas, Edward, Joey and Ben Skada (Diameter 26 cm)

Competition Prize Guess the Weight of the Pumpkin Competition Kay Srivalsen
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MEET OUR ADVERTISERS
Woodchester Valley Wines
Our area is blessed with independents, but having a local
vineyard literally down the road, run by a second
generation local family who sell their wines at our local
farmers’ market is truly remarkable!
Woodchester Valley Wines is run by Fiona Shiner and her
husband, Niall. Fiona is the sister of the Richard and James
Murray  (Murrays Estate Agents), whilst her mother-in-law
Mary Shiner runs the vintage stall in the Shambles Market in
Stroud on Fridays - my favourite stall for teacups! 
Fiona, a lawyer by profession, and her husband lived for
over 17 years in Hong Kong and raised their family there.
On their return to the UK, they bought  Culver House  in
Amberley from Niall’s parents. It had land – and, to cut a
fascinating story short, Fiona decided to change career
completely and try her hand at growing grapes. There had
been a vineyard in Stonehouse in 1086 (Doomsday Book),
so why not, especially as wine happened to be a particular
passion of hers? They planted their first 800 vines (Bacchus,
Pinot Noir and Seyval Blanc) on one acre in 2007, nurtured
them for 4 summers, and  produced their first wine in 2010.
What began as an experiment, and a desire to do
something sustainable and productive with their land, has
turned into a whole new life. They now have 55 acres, over
80,000 vines, their own winery, a handy cellar door shop
open Tues-Sat, 10am – 6pm, offer regular tours and
tastings, and employ 10 local people plus winemaker,
Jeremy Mount, who has worked all over the wine-growing world.
Success and recognition have also followed. Having won
silver last year, this year they scooped Gold for their 2018
Sauvignon Blanc in the International Wine and Spirits
Awards – a first for English Sauvignon Blanc wine. Which as
any wine enthusiast knows is pretty impressive to say the least.

Along the way Fiona has, equally impressively, learnt how
to drive a tractor, has attended many vineyard management
courses, and learnt an awful lot about wine and how to
produce it.
Sustainability is big on their menu, too. In the vineyard
sustainable practices such as green manures, canopy
management and seaweed based foliar feeds are used. As
Fiona also points out they grow, process and sell the wines
locally, so apart from buying in the bottles, there’s very little
input (minimum carbon footprint for climate change buffs).
English wines, hailed as ‘class in a glass’ by Master of Wine
Susan McCraith, have come of age. Another reason to
celebrate and support winemaking on our doorstep. To
quote from Woodchester Valley Wine website  “great care
is taken both in the vineyard and winery to produce the
finest wines each year. Our grapes are handpicked and
lightly processed with a slow fermentation to preserve the
aromatics and fruit characteristics of our cool climate wines.”
Woodchester Valley Wines produce white, rose, red and
sparkling wines (no excuse not to try). As their fans know
their delicious aromatic fruity still wines are built for
drinking young, 2-3 years – though wine buffs note they are
planning to mature some and offer vertical tastings.
Finally, most households will no doubt be opening a few
bottles over the festive season – maybe some will be
fortunate enough to be given Woodchester Valley Wines,
too? We can’t all have a cellar to keep wines in perfect
condition, but we can do better than a  hot kitchen. Fiona’s
advice is very simple “avoid bright sunlight (ultra violet light
damages wines), and keep the wines cool and at an even
temperature”.
Happy quaffing!
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BOX BAR
Box Bar is open on the first and third Friday of each
month and continues to be well supported - it’s an ideal
opportunity to meet friends and neighbours and catch
up on what’s been happening in and around Box village.

There’s a full range of cask ales, lagers, wines and soft
drinks, and savoury nibbles are provided.

It’s been lovely to see the younger mums and dads who
have recently moved into the village taking it in turns to
come to bar night and meet other residents. 

If you would like to be a bar person and serve your
fellow villagers on a Friday evening please contact
Andrew Dawes on 832545, who will be delighted to
introduce you to this fun and rewarding experience.

A ROUND OF BOX WILDLIFE
If you do any walking you will probably have discovered
some of the wonderful circular walks you can do, especially
now Box Wood is in village hands. Three sides of "The
Box" are very important wildlife sites - to the west and
south we have Nailsworth Hill and the grassland banks by
the stone mine, then Box Wood, and to the east Iron Mills
Common and the Stuart Fawkes fields. Fantastic work has
been done by the Box Wood volunteers to improve the
routes through the woodland. And you may also have
noticed another cheery gang toiling away recently on Iron
Mills Common - these are the National Trust "Scrubbers"
(of which I am proudly a member!). As well as Iron Mills
Common, we have also done a lot of scrub-clearing near
the stone mine and The W, assisted by the National Trust's
amazing robo-flail. I know the results look a bit drastic to
begin with but the end-result is a huge benefit to the
grassland flowers and the insects (particularly butterflies
and moths) which they support. We finish our work-parties
by early April and during the Spring and Summer I have
the great pleasure of monitoring the butterflies on these
sites. I can now do this in one continuous walk, starting at
The W and ending at the top of Stuart Fawkes, a true
wildlife corridor. Rarer species like the Adonis and Chalkhill
Blues, bigger and bolder ones like Silver-washed Fritillary
and Brimstone, even the moth-like Dingy Skipper, they are
all delightful to see. At the end of the season the results go
to Butterfly Conservation and thence into national
databases, to assist with scientific policy and research, for
example into climate change. I think we are immensely
lucky to be surrounded by such wonderful countryside and
have these lovely walks on our doorstep - and of course
the common up top!
Ros John
P.S. anyone who fancies a good weekly exercise session,
do come and join the Scrubbers! We meet on Tuesday
mornings from September to April, so there's no clash with
the Box Wood Thursday sessions!

Chalkhill Blue butterfly



BUTT I ONLY WENT FOR A SMOKE . . .
Most Sundays I go for a walk on the Common and pick
up litter. I’ve been doing it for years and enjoy the
flowers, the cows and the turning of the seasons. One
Sunday I decided to count the cigarette butts I pick up.
On the stretch between Tom Long’s Post to the
hawthorn tree (before the turning to The Old Lodge) I
counted one hundred and four on one side of the road.

The next Sunday I
counted “only” 96 on
the same stretch but on
the other side of the
road. Each week there
must be hundreds of
fag-ends in my rubbish
bag, thousands and
thousands over the
years!
Why do smokers think
it’s OK to throw their
butts out of car
windows when they
know they do not
degrade and are just
polluting our beautiful
Common?
Veronika Madsen

Planning Applications
Following numerous planning applications for Beehive
Cottage, including the most recent one for a “modest
lavatory” to be added to the previously consented
bothy, and the installation of a vertically boarded oak
door within the front porch (both of which were
permitted by SDC) the property was spotted as being
on the market, though only briefly, then quickly
disappeared from the agent’s web site. Neither the
bothy nor its “modest lavatory” have been constructed
but, sadly, a painted grey panel is currently blocking off
the front porch, rather than the permitted oak door.
Hopefully this will be corrected soon.

Over recent months there has been relatively little
further activity on the planning front in Box, other than
various applications to reduce or remove trees, most of
which apply to trees which are overhanging the highway
or, as with so many diseased ash trees, need to be felled
for safety’s sake.

Bell Lane Car Park
Plans are afoot to complete the resurfacing of Bell Lane
car park in Minchinhampton (near both the church and
the school). The top half was completed successfully last
year and it is hoped that the whole of the car park will
be completed early in 2020, using the same plastic “egg
crates” to create a hard wearing but absorbent surface
that will allow grass to grow between the plastic “cells”.

Heritage Street Lanterns
As mentioned in the August issue of Box News, a
Victorian design “heritage” street lantern has been
attached to number 6 High Street, Minchinhampton for
several months (on left of illuatration), and has since
been fitted with a “warmer” LED bulb, but by the time
you read this issue of Box News, a second heritage
street lantern should also have been installed in

Minchinhampton High
Street, attached to the Minchinhampton Club on the
opposite side of the road (on right above). Although still
a “heritage” design using the same low energy LEDs,
this new one offers an alternative design of lantern with
a swan neck and a less specifically “Victorian”
appearance. These two lanterns have been fitted to
enable comparison and I would be very interested in
your opinion as to your preferred lantern design (see
pictures above). Whilst I was never fond of the old,
orange sodium lamps which flooded the whole of our
village in coloured light (a few still remain), I feel that
Box Conservation Area would also benefit from
replacement of the recently installed and inappropriately
modern LED street lamps with lanterns of a more
traditional design using “softer” lighting.

Cllr Steve Hemmings
Minchinhampton Parish Councillor - Box Ward.

1 Baycroft, Box, GL6 9HH.  Tel: 01453 832908
E-mail SPH@Box-Village.com

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER

BOX SWIMMING CLUB
Planning to get fitter, 
slimmer or just more active?  
BOX SWIMMING CLUB can help - 
and it’s right on your doorstep.
We meet every Thursday evening 
at Beaudesert Park School Swimming 
Pool 8.00 to 9.00 pm
The pool is a good size with lanes to suit 
swimmers of varying abilities and speeds. 
We have underwater lighting for a relaxing 
atmosphere.
Whether you are swimming for fitness, 
training for a triathlon, or just wanting a 
little gentle exercise we can accommodate 
your needs. The club especially welcomes 
members from Box, although others from 
surrounding villages also join us.  
If interested please contact:
Andrew Pettit on 834766 or 
boxswim@box-village.com 21

Minchinhampton High Street, attached to the
Minchinhampton Club on the opposite side of the road
(on right above). Although still a “heritage” design using
the same low energy LEDs, this new one offers an
alternative design of lantern with a swan neck and a less
specifically “Victorian” appearance. These two lanterns
have been fitted to enable comparison and I would be
very interested in your opinion as to your preferred
lantern design (see pictures above). 

Whilst I was never fond of the old, orange sodium lamps
which flooded the whole of our village in coloured light
(a few still remain), I feel that Box Conservation Area
would also benefit from replacement of the recently
installed and inappropriately modern LED street lamps
with lanterns of a more traditional design using “softer”
lighting.

Cllr Steve Hemmings
Minchinhampton Parish Councillor - Box Ward.
1 Baycroft, Box, GL6 9HH.  Tel: 01453 832908
E-mail SPH@Box-Village.com



ENTROPY

DIM BULB ROBBER ROBS WHILE JUICED
This bold fellow - McArthur Wheeler - had a ‘light-bulb’
moment. Rather than wear a sweaty bank-robber’s mask,
he came up with a ‘clever’
alternative disguise.
But what could possibly
be better than the masks
that robbers usually wear,
you may ask? 
In his inspired moment,
Mr Wheeler had a
brainwave: Lemon juice
can be used to make
invisible ink. So he
deduced that if he
smeared his face with
lemon juice, his face
would become invisible.
Now, this is a full-grown 45-year-old man . . .
With his face smeared with lemon juice and very sore eyes,
he went on to rob two Pittsburgh banks in broad daylight.
“Don’t worry, I do have a face, it’s just invisible. Now hurry
up and put the money in the bag”, he demanded.
He was genuinely convinced that his face was invisible to
the extent that when he walked out of the two banks he
robbed, he smiled at the surveillance cameras. He left
behind images of a full face reveal and a couple of smiling
shots, making it very easy for the police to track him down.
To his surprise, the police arrived at his home later that
night where they showed him the surveillance tapes, prior
to his arrest. After seeing the incriminating video he was in
such a state of shock and utter disbelief that he mumbled
“But I wore the juice . . .”.

(sic)

BREXITEMENT OR BREXIETY – WILL WE REMEMBER IT ALL?*

Cameron calls 
A REFERENDUM: 23rd June 2016.
Farage and a party, Boris and a bus. 
Eurosceptics, Europhiles, 
Leavers, Remainers.
Article 50, and that Divorce Bill.
BREXIT: hard, soft, smooth, vague, clean,
Bumpy, bespoke, blind or green?
BREXIT: red, white and blue.
“Sovereignty”, “Take back control”. 
“A most favoured nation”,
“A special relationship”, 
“Have cake and eat it!”
“Get it done!”
Miller, May, Tusk, Juncker, 
And of course - Barnier.
The Chequers Plan.
A Withdrawal Agreement.
Norway Model or Canada Plus
Single market or customs union?
WTO rules, frictionless trade, tariff free.
An Irish back stop, not for the DUP.
‘Super Saturday’ 
Brings another delay.
BREXIT and Boris 
“Dead in a ditch”?
No, probably just another hitch ……

12th December – your vote is sought
Eurosceptics, Europhiles,
Leavers, Remainers, we’re all caught
In this on-going story………..

But here’s to a happy and prosperous New Year: 2020.

Anon

* No: the mind blocks out the trauma. Ed.

UNPREDICTABLE PREDICTIVE TEXT
A couple of our readers report that ‘predictive text’ on their
smartphones is not always as smart as we would like.
From a teacher: The predictive text in the school system
constantly changes 'wellies' to 'willies'! I remember to
check these days but it caused some hilarity with parents
the first few times!
Another embarrassed reader, who wishes to remain
anonymous:
Thanks to predictive text, I spent years wrongly heading
emails to one of my engineers called Alistair.  My spell
checker always changed it to Dear Alligator".
Apparently Alistair never complained - perhaps he thought
it had become his nickname . . ?
Sad news: the man who invented predictive text has died.
His funfair will be helped next sundial.
If you have any similar (but printable) stories please let us
know.22
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TREE SISTERS CHARITY
Thank you to everyone who made it on Tuesday 8th
October for an evening yoga class. It was such a lovely
space in which to hold it, calming and restful, at Box
Village Hall. All who were so kind to donate, I have raised
£85 for Tree Sisters Charity, which this class was in aid of,
and with that, a total of 335 trees will be planted! A gift to
replenish the world's forests, which is proving to be one of
the most powerful and life creating solutions to climate
change. By giving, we are stepping into a vibrant
sisterhood of women saying yes to life, actively seeding
the future we want to create for future generations. 

I’m delighted to be
holding two sessions
in December at the
Village hall, for all to
join (Sunday 22nd and
Sunday 29th, both
6.30-7.30pm)! All
levels welcome,
whether you’ve
practiced yoga or
never done it before.
You’ll be greeted with
open arms and a

space to just be you. It’ll be a donation-based class, fully in
aid of Tree Sisters Charity. This empowering organisation
gives all it can towards planting trees in areas of
deforestation in third world countries, a true dedication
towards the climate crisis we are facing! To give, through
the practice of yoga, we are not only allowing ourselves to
love and connect to the person we are, but also to give
and share that love and connection of peace and ground-
ing out into the world and to the people around us. 
My December classes will
involve a slow movement
and restful Vinyasa flow
sequence, moving through
transitions to create heat
and stability through the
body. The sequence will
also involve mindfully
holding Asanas with a
strong focus on the breath,
followed by a guided
meditation to finish off the
evening after nurturing
Savasana. This class will
leave you feeling rested
and restored. An hour for
self- nourishment and self-care, a time to connect with
yourself, amongst the festivities, colours and vibrancy of
Christmas through the beauty of Yoga!
As Winter gently finds its way in, it is a time of transitional
movement, consolidating energy and preparation for the
cold, dark months ahead, where nature starts to slow
down. Winter is also a season for grounding ourselves,
both on and off the Yoga mat. This Vinyasa flow is based
on the Root Chakra, Muladhara, our energy centre
connected with the Earth element, the foundation of our
physical and emotional being. To be grounded is to
connect to a sense of belonging; finding stability amongst
the chaos. Yoga helps make pranic connections to the
earth, creating a sense of grounding and strength and
finding stillness in the fluctuations of our busy minds.
Come along to a warming and cosy session to give
yourself a little bit of self-nourishment and love, after all,
that’s partly what Christmas is about!
Salacia Baldwin

MAKE A DATE FOR BOX OPEN GARDENS:
7th June 2020
Did you know that June 7th is the 23rd Sunday of 2020?
Liam Neeson and Bear Grylls will be celebrating their
birthdays. Plus, in America it is National Doughnut Day
…. yes that really is a thing! 
However, in Box Village we have a far more important
celebration: Box Village Open Gardens will take place
on 7th June 2020. After a break of four years this lovely
event is back. Villagers generously open their gardens to
the public: we hope for around twelve spread across the
village. It’s a lovely day where roses are sniffed, cream

teas are eaten, a
band plays on the
green and the
church is filled
with flowers.
There will be a
discovery trail for
children, and
residents and
visitors will unite
to enjoy the
village we all love. 
A small steering

team has been formed, led by Mark Rogers, to get the
ball rolling. However, as always, many hands make this
event possible. 
At this early stage we are seeking volunteers for the
following roles:
Someone to
organise the
Children’s
Discovery Trail
and bring some
representation
of our families
with younger
children to the
steering team;
A deputy for
logistics (principally the ticket desks);
A deputy for car parking and signage;
An assistant for publicity – in particular a Social Media
expert.
Do please contact Mark Rogers (mark@greyroofs.me.uk )
or me, Talei Herbert on therbert12@gmail.com or 07990
305717 if you are interested in one of the roles. 
Do also put the word out to friends and family to save
the date to join our village, dressed in its summer best,
for a very special day.
Talei Herbert



The Autumn term got off to an energetic start on the
5th September with a display of members’ summer
projects followed a week later by the setting of the first
of this term’s challenges, which was to embrace ‘Rain’,
in whatever form we wished, (and we’ve certainly had
some experience over the past couple of months).

Whilst this competition was progressing for its October
24th critique, work was underway preparing for the
annual exhibition of members work, which was held on
18th to 20th October in the Box Village Hall.
A total of 86 paintings were
exhibited plus displays of
portraits and challenges
produced over the last year.
Cards and unframed
paintings were also
available. A successful ‘Meet
the Artists’ event was held
on the Saturday morning,
with coffee and cake, rather
than in the evening due to
other hall commitments.
The painting voted by the 165 visitors as their favourite

was Swan Lane,
Stroud, by Shirley
Clifford, and is
shown here,
together with a few
general photos of
the exhibition.
Takings from the
exhibition enabled
a donation to a
local charity to be
made.
Following the
‘Rain’ challenge,
which was set by
one of our 2
friendly experts,
Beth, with the
painting below by
David Wordingham
voted best, a new
challenge was set
by Roxy, on

‘Architecture’, due
for completion by
5th December.
These challenges
tend to stretch the
talents of our
members, but are
great fun, and are
discussed and
critiqued in a
positive and
friendly manner.
The tea-time walk
about during our
Thursday
afternoon session
allows members to
see and discuss
their own and
others projects in
an informal and
helpful way, and learn about the various media being
used, with expert advice always available.
Membership is currently at 35, with some spaces and a
warm welcome for new members.
New members are always welcome.  If you are
interested, or know of anyone who would like to join
our group, or be a sitter for our Portrait Group, please
contact me at jillharwooduk@gmail.com or our
membership secretary Ann Jackson at
ann.jackson1@homecall.co.uk
Jill Harwood, Co-Chairman

ART GROUP

HEALTH CARE SUPPORT

References available on request.   Competitive rates
Please contact Kathy Richards : 07512 210664

I'm a local health professional
available to help with all your
daily tasks including care for 
your elderly family members. 

I have 20+ years experience within
the health and social care sector
and I hold a clear DBS check. 

24
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BOX WOOD
The hard work that Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s
“Box Wood Volunteers” have been carrying out for
almost 3 years was recognised at GWT’s Annual
General Meeting in October, held at the Speech
House in the Forest of Dean, when the group was
presented with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s
“Volunteer Group of the Year” award. It is particularly
pleasing that the Box Wood Volunteer Group has won
it, as Box Wood is a relatively small wildlife reserve
but the volunteers always “punch above their weight”
in carrying out all the improvement work.

Since the original successful appeal for donations to
purchase Box Wood, a few further generous
contributions have been given and the trustees of
Box Community Wood decided that these further
donations should be used to restore the wonderful
stone pillars near the bottom of the public footpath
from Devil’s Elbow, and to fit the restored pillars with
a new steel gate. 

With additional support from Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust the pillars were restored and a new steel gate
has been manufactured and fitted by a local
craftsman. I really do recommend that you take a walk
down the path to admire the results. The gate will not
be open for public use as the path is not safe and it
would duplicate the access already offered by the
nearby public footpath, but it does bring back much
of the original elegance of the gateway and reminds
us of Box Wood’s significance when it was part of a
much larger estate.

Those walking through Box Wood can’t have failed to
notice that the clearing in the south east corner has
recently been widened and extended to a point
where it now almost breaks through to Iron Mills
Common. Once it does, there will be a “wildlife

corridor” between
Box Wood and the
common, enabling
various species of
wildlife to migrate
between the two
habitats, thus
increasing the
diversity in both
areas. At the same
time the National
Trust’s volunteers
(less respectfully
referred to as the
“Common
Scrubbers”) have
been working away
on clearing Iron Mills

Common of scrub and self-seeded trees, offering
much more open grassland for grazing which
hopefully birds, moths, butterflies and other fauna
and flora will also enjoy. Creating a more open route
for wildlife between Box Wood and Iron Mills
Common is part of the strategy for “Connecting
Wildlife Habitats” which it is hoped will have long
lasting ecological benefits.

In coming months we hope to complete the clearing
through into Iron Mills Common and also start to
remove the invasive Cherry Laurel from the northern
end of the wood. We will never be short of things to
keep us occupied!

Volunteers are always made very welcome to assist
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust with the maintenance of
Box Wood and Stuart Fawkes Fields, usually on a
Thursday, meeting at 09.30 on Box Village Green. If
the welfare of wildlife isn’t enough to attract your
attention, there’s usually the reward of coffee and
biscuits (or even cake on a good week!) at 11.00, so
please do come and join us to lend a hand if you can,
or perhaps just drop by with a cake to help sustain us!

Steve Hemmings
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During August, Box W.I. members took their annual break
although were pleased to see each other in September to
catch up on Summer exploits. Resumption of meetings at
Box Village Hall was highlighted by a wonderful floral
demonstration by Liz Fallon of “The Cotswold Posy Patch”.
Liz grows a large variety of flowers, many of which are
unavailable commercially, on her “patch” at Bentham near
Cheltenham; she explained that currently brides frequently
choose to have bouquets with a natural look which her
home-grown, often fragrant flowers provide. During her
demonstration Liz carefully selected stems from the array of
flowers set out before her to create a beautiful “hand-held”
bouquet which one member was lucky enough to win.
The River Severn, one
of the UK's great
rivers formed the
basis of our Speaker's
topic in October:
Rose Hewlett's talk
“Living on the Edge -
Communities along
the Upper Severn
Estuary” was
illustrated with slides
and was both
interesting and
informative.
As reported
previously, the
Gloucestershire
Federation of W.I.'s
celebrated their
centenary this year by
holding various events
within the county, the
latest being a thanksgiving celebration at Gloucester
Cathedral. Each institute was allocated two tickets which
resulted in the members from Box W.I. joining many others
from across the county. The Bishop of Gloucester, The
Right Reverend Rachel Treweek was in attendance, hymns
were sung including the W.I.'s anthem “Jerusalem” and
three ladies each addressed the congregation with their
individual interpretation of “What the W.I. means to me”
causing smiles, laughter and nods of agreement. Areas of
the Cathedral were used to display a wonderful variety of
craft work produced over the years by Gloucester
Federation and these were much admired by attendees. 
The annual AGM which took place in November was well
attended. Reports were given and plans made.
The next meeting which takes place on Tuesday 10th
December will begin with a brief business update and will
be followed by Christmas festivities organised by members.
Meetings usually begin with “Business” at 10 a.m. after
which a break is taken for tea/coffee and biscuits followed
at 10.30 by the Guest Speaker. Visitors are always welcome
to join us at 10.30 a.m. at a cost of £3 inclusive of
refreshments. (Please contact Box W.I. President, Geraldine
Ames on 01453 832245 for further information.)
Gillian Edgell

BOX WI
2021 SEPTIC TANK LAW CHANGES
What You Need to Know
(General binding rules: small sewage discharge to a
surface water)
With Christmas fast approaching, septic tank regulations
might not be at the forefront of your mind, but if you
own a property that is not connected to the mains
sewage system, it is actually something you need to
think about now.
According to new regulations passed in 2015, if your
septic tank or other sewage disposal system discharges
in such a way that it could potentially contaminate
surface water such as a spring, ditch, stream, canal or
river, the law now requires you to upgrade your system
to a sewage treatment plant by 1 January 2020.
Alternatively, if you plan to sell your property before

that date, you must upgrade the system
before the sale can be completed. This

applies also to houses where the sewage
is released directly into a “fissure” or

other hole in the ground, as it is now
the house owner’s responsibility

to prove that their waste
does not contaminate a
water course. Although
this won’t impact
everyone, those in rural
areas such as Box and
whose house is not
connected to a mains
sewer should look at
these regulations and
take action if necessary
to avoid being fined.

Some homes not connected to mains sewers have
discharged their waste water in various other ways. One
was by draining it to a drainage field or soakaway
system, in which case the water filters through holes or
slots in the pipework and into the surrounding sub-soils.
This allows the water to be removed without
(theoretically at least) polluting the local environment.
Another possibility was that it discharged by flowing
through a sealed pipe and straight into a local
watercourse such as a ditch or stream. A third possibility
is that the waste is simply piped to a point where it
“disappears” down a well, borehole or other deep hole
in the ground.
However, the new regulations released in 2015, called
the General binding rules: small sewage discharge to a
surface water, mean that house owners must be able to
demonstrate that waste water from their septic tank or
directly released from a soil pipe cannot flow directly
into a local watercourse. So what does this mean for
you?
From 1st January 2020 you can only use a soakaway
system if you apply for a permit from the Environment
Agency. They will assess the risk to groundwater at your
site and determine whether it’s safe to use one.
You must also apply for a permit if you release sewage
to a well, borehole or other deep structure. Full details
of the regulations can be found on the gov.uk
government web site.
Apologies to those of you who were eating a meal
whilst reading this article!
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WHOLESOME HAT HABITS
No. 17 - The Doff
Or, as the French would say, “Eh, Viola!”.  It was at a point
comparable to this that the Scotsman was said to have
doffed his Tam O’Shanter.  Now, I am sure that some canny
Scots do have special skills, but it can’t be easy to ‘doff’
such floppy headgear as a Tam O’Shanter: doesn’t that
require a hat with a more rigid structure, such as a
Homburg, a Bowler or a Trilby?
Londoners who frequent the Underground system have
had more than their fill of Tam O’Shanters, since, whenever
a Scottish international
football match is
scheduled, the corridors
and escalators of the Tube
are filled to bursting with
sprawling, sometimes
drunken, raucously-
singing, tartan-clad and
Tam O’Shanter-wearing
Scots football supporters.
But, good-natured though
they may be, it is doubtful
whether there is much
doffing to be seen.
Perhaps Mexican football
supporters can afford
themselves some extra
personal space by wearing
their Sombreros on public transport. Passengers on Hong
Kong’s crowded transit systems might learn a valuable
lesson here. And I think it would be a simple matter to doff
one’s sombrero if courtesy demanded.
Our antipodean cousins on their sheep-stations of course
enjoy a unique advantage. Because their bush hats’ brims
are furnished with dangling corks at every compass point
the doff is a simple and probably unconscious manoeuvre -
a brief tug on the nearest cork will achieve a flawless doff,
and the Aussie reputation for old-world politesse is
preserved, nay re-inforced.
(I have always wondered - did the corked hats come about
through an over-abundance of wine corks, or were the
sheep-shearers forced to drink prodigious quantities of
wine in order to supply their need for hat-corks?  It is a
mystery so old now that it may never be solved).
Hats do seem to have acquired a bewildering variety of
eccentric (and often silly) names over the years, so, gentle
readers, your answers on a postcard please . .  and any
‘doffing’ tips you may feel able to pass on will be eagerly received.

PATIENCE – A COW CALLED PAT
By PC 2473 Tom Coombs – Beat Officer Stroud Rural
Every year hundreds of Cattle are released onto the
commons of Minchinhampton and Rodborough.
Unfortunately, each year a number of these are struck by
vehicles and more often than not death of the animal is the
result.
These collisions have a significant impact on the graziers,
both financially and emotionally. Since becoming the
Police Officer responsible for the area I have sought to
reduce the number of collisions with the free grazing
animals on our commons.
A key factor in this work has been to get more people
talking about the impact of these collisions. In order to try
and do this I have built and deployed Patience our
#cardboardcow - who was paid for partially by our rural
crime initiative. 

Since being deployed Patience has been featured in the
national press and has sparked articles in both the national
and regional press about the free grazing cattle. She has
also raised the profile of collisions with grazing animals
locally and at the expense of her structural integrity
provided something new for the cattle to scratch their
backs against.
Along with the Cattle, Patience will soon be brought into
the warm but will winter away from her newfound friends in
the Police Station boiler room rather than on a farm. Rest
assured though she will be out again next year along with
some other new initiatives to make our commons safer for all.
Good work PC Coombs et al  - a truly imaginative solution! Ed.

No. 36 - Stiff upper lips, or ‘Keep your cool!’

British bobbies demonstrated admirable ‘sang-froid’,
retaining their hats when they 'invaded' Anguilla to put down
the local revolution - Wikipedia tells us that The Republic of
Anguilla was a short-lived, unrecognised independent state
on the Caribbean island of Anguilla. It lasted from 11 July
1967 until 18 March 1969, when British control was restored.
(that’s enough hat nonsense for now. Ed).

All types of Patios, Garden Restoration Work
Block Paving, Drives, Block and Brick Work.

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE
Dry Stone Walling Specialists

Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend, Horsley, Stroud
Gloucestershire GL6 0PE

01453 836 572    07966 223045



LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Minchinhampton
Monday 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Wednesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 12.30pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Nailsworth
Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 6.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

Box
Monday - Open all day and all night
Tuesday - Open all day and all night
Wednesday - Open all day and all night
Thursday - Open all day and all night
Friday - Open all day and all night
Saturday - Open all day and all night
Sunday - Open all day and all night

PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE
(unless otherwise credited): 
Beris Hanks; Jacquie Hanks; Mark Rogers; Steve
Hemmings; Brian Dowling; George Griffiths;
Richard Hughes; James Banks and Uncle Tom
Cobbleigh and all.  
Apologies to any snappers we may have inadvertently omitted.
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1.The birth of Jesus Christ.

2.Nordic countries: Sweden, Norway, Denmark.

3.“Joyeux Noel”.

4.The city that was the birth place of baby Jesus. Bethlehem is located 
in the West Bank, which is part of the Palestinian Territories.

5.In shoes. Children put their shoes by the tree, bed or window to be 
filled with goodies. 

6.Italy. Befana the Christmas Witch leaves gifts for children on Epiphany 
eve (Jan 5th) or sometimes Christmas Eve. 

7.Mexico. The shape of the leaves symbolises the the star guiding the 
three wise men, the white colouring sometimes visible is a symbol of 
purity and the red colour the blood of Christ.

8.South Africa. A braai is a barbecue often held on the beach. (The word
comes from Afrikaans for roasted meat.) 

9.Australia. Named by an English sea captain as he sailed by in 17th 
Century. 

10.Michigan (Alger county) and Florida (Orange county).

11.Germany. The city famous for its Christmas market is Nuremberg.   

12.Canada. The postal service replies to every child who sends a letter to
Santa Claus, North Pole, HOH OHO, Canada.   

13.Finland, Iceland, Ireland and some others. On Christmas Eve candle-lit
vigils are held and candles are placed on the graves of loved ones.      

14.The UK to help FC during the long chilly night. His reindeers love a 
carrot or two. 

15.Prince Albert in 1841 is believed to have brought a Christmas tree 
from Germany.    

16.Norway (the city of Oslo) as thanks for helping liberate them in 
World War 11.

17.The Wren (Wran) takes place on St Stephen’s Day (26th December) in 
Ireland especially in the county of Kerry. Boys (and girls) dress up in 
old clothes, straw hats and also paint their faces. They go around the 
houses playing music, singing, dancing, and collecting for charity.    

18.England and why swim in the freezing sea on Christmas day? Well 
possibly to get rid of that hangover but usually for charity to raise 
money for a deserving cause. 

19.Australia. In a children’s song it is six white boomers (large white 
kangaroos) that pull Santa’s sleigh. It is too hot in Australia at 
Christmas time for reindeer.

20."Good King Wenceslas" was from Bohemia, now part of the Czech 
Republic. The Christmas carol tells a story of the king going on a 
journey and braving harsh winter weather to give alms to a 
poor peasant on the Feast of St Stephen’s. 

21.China. Although not many people celebrate Christmas, apples 
wrapped in colourful paper and tied with ribbons are given at this 
time. They often have messages printed on their skins. 

22.Germany. The Advent wreath was first used by Lutherans in Germany 
in the 16th century. It was made from a cart wheel to educate children 
about the meaning and purpose of Christmas.

23.Austria, but you wouldn’t want to encounter Krampus, the hairy half-
goat, half-demon figure carrying chains or twigs. He is a common 
sight in Alpine towns before Christmas. He is meant to punish any 
children who have misbehaved. You’ll see young men dressed as 
Krampus in traditional events on or around December 5th.

24.Iceland. Smoked over sheep’s dung was supposed to add flavour. 

25.The Philippines. This is an annual festival held in mid-December in 
the City of San Fernando. Villages compete to make the most 
elaborate lantern. 

DID YOU GET THEM RIGHT?
Answers to our Christmas QuizSIGN LANGUAGE



Chairman: Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box 832345  BVH@Box-Village.com

Vice-chairman: Steve Hemmings 832908

Hon Secretary: Booking Secretary: Hon. Treasurer:
Ivy Witts 834347 Jane Storey 836649 Mark Robinson 834202

Committee:
Roger Ogle 839041 Millie Kidson 832095 John & Jane Storey 872430
Sarah Kidson 832095 Colin French 883223 Andrew Dawes 832545
Andrew Pettit 834766 Phil Goodwin 832610 Chris Helps 833868

Chairman: Richard Hughes 885478 BVS@box-village.com
Hon. Treasurer: Anne Rogers 833588

Committee:
Ian Witts 834347 Penny Helps 833868 Steve Hemmings 832908
Alison Pettit 834766 John Storey 872430 Colleen Rothwell 836029

Art Group (co-chairmen) Jill Harwood  886233 jillharwooduk@gmail.com

Sue Dixon  885252 suekdixon@hotmail.com

Barnabas Painters Alan Hopkins 825665 alan.hopkins733@btinternet.com

Bridge Group Mark Rogers 833588 BoxBridge@box-village.com

Coffee Mornings Daphne Edwards 832283 BoxCoffee@box-village.com

Gardening Club Mark Rogers 833588 BoxGarden@box-village.com

Parish Council Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

Church Convenor Colin French 883223 BoxChurch@box-village.com

Swimming Club Andrew Pettit 834766 BoxSwim@box-village.com

Box Players, Chairman Brian Woosey 832345 BoxPlayers@box-village.com

Box Players, Co-ordinator Jacquie Hanks 836287 jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk

Box WI Anne Hughes 07725 525451 BoxWI@box-village.com

Neighbourhood Watch (vacant post) BoxNeighbourhoodWatch@box-village.com

Box News Editor Brendan Clements 887376 BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Advertising Lynda Brown 833118 BoxAdvertising@box-village.com

Box News Features Editor Jacquie Hanks 836287 BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Distribution Alison Edmonston 836309 BoxNews@box-village.com

Village Hall Bookings Jane Storey 836649 BVHbookings@box-village.com

Box Bar Andrew Dawes 832545 BoxVigil@box-village.com

Website Editor Chris Helps 833868 WebEditor@box-village.com

Website Co-ordinator Steve Hemmings 832908 SPH@box-village.com

GWT (Box Wood) George Griffiths 07464 486732 George.griffiths@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

NB  The Editor would be grateful if you could notify him of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.

BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE

VILLAGE CONTACTS
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STROUD CHORAL SOCIETY
“Music, when soft voices die…vibrates in the memory”
wrote Shelley and the vision of Stroud Choral Society is for
its concerts to vibrate long in the memory of both
performers and audiences.
We are currently about 125 strong and the second oldest
choral society in England, founded in 1834. Our present
Musical Director, Huw Williams, is also Director of Music at
Bath Abbey. A typical year’s programme consists of four
concerts; on 23rd of November this year we will perform
Verdi’s glorious Requiem with full orchestra in
Tewkesbury Abbey. There is a concert of carols
and festive music each Christmas, a summer
concert of popular pieces (usually in
Minchinhampton Church) and a March concert
in Cirencester (earlier this year it was
Beethoven’s Mass in C).
We have a youth choir and a children’s choir,
the Minpins, and derive much pleasure from
training and inspiring a future generation of
singers.
We welcome new members, whether soprano,
alto, tenor or bass. You need a basic ability to
read music, some experience of choral singing
and a passion to enjoy performing great music
with others of like mind.
Above all, our aim is to have fun, enjoy the
friendship the choir provides and expand our
musical knowledge and experience. Last July,
we embarked on a tour of Normandy where
we performed French and English works in
Bayeux Cathedral, Lisieux Cathedral and 

St. Catherine’s Church, Honfleur, to very appreciative ‘full
house’ audiences. As well as being a great musical and
cultural experience, visiting some beautiful places, it was
huge fun and a sociable (and exhausting) way to spend a
long weekend!
So, if you would like to hear more about singing with us, or
would simply like information on our future concerts, please
contact Roger Ogle on 839041, or pop into ‘Laburnums’,
by the snicket up to the Common, for a chat. Or visit our
website at www.stroudchoral.org
Roger Ogle

DOREEN COX
Memories from her former work colleagues
In the 1970s and 1980s Doreen worked at William Playne &
Company (Longfords, Minchinhampton) and Strachans &
Company (Stroud) which were woollen mills in the Stroud
Valleys. They were famous for producing Billiard Cloth,
Tennis Ball Cloth and the Guards Scarlet. 
At William Playne Doreen was predominantly involved with
accounts but was also expected to multi-task and do any
other clerical work that was required. She is remembered as
being quick-witted with a dry sense of humour.
She was popular with all her work colleagues". (Arthur).
Doreen was there when I started as she took me under her
wing. I was Office Junior and we were in Accounts.
She was always consistent with her light mood and dry
sense of humour.
When she laughed there was a mischievous look on
her face which she still had when we last saw her.” (Claire)
“Doreen did the Purchase Ledger side of accounts for
Strachans, and also something to do with tennis ball
costing.  She enjoyed putting the money up for the mill
employees on a Friday, as this got her away from her usual
work”. (Val)
Both Jackie (Fruin) & I joined Strachans in April/May 1979,
Doreen already having transferred from William Playnes to
Strachans.  There were mills at Cam, Stroud and
Minchinhampton, William Playne’s closed in the 1980s.  We
think Doreen retired in the late 1980s, having worked for
the company for over ten years.
Jackie and I remember a quite scary lady dressed in a
tweed suit, who was fun once you got to know her.  But if
you overstepped the mark she gave you 'one of those
looks’.
Employees were paid weekly in cash and we put up a
considerable amount of cash in those wage packets - no
Health and Safety in those days!
Thanks to Pauline Dodd, Jackie Fruin, Arthur Harrison, Claire and
Val for their contributions



ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing,
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904 058866
email:

sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com

web: 

myvillagehandymanstroud.com
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WOODMAN! WOODMAN! SPARE THAT TREE!
or at least please ask before chopping it . .
There haven’t been many planning applications for any
type of building development in Box in the last month or
two, but there has been a flurry of applications for tree
surgery; some to prune or reduce trees and even a few
to fell trees completely.
There are several good
reasons to undertake tree
surgery or even
felling. Here in Box,
with our narrow
roads and, in
some cases,
modest
gardens, it is
necessary to
reduce the
spread of a
tree so that it
does not create
a highway
obstruction to
vehicles,
pedestrians, cyclists or horses or overhang the
neighbour’s garden or cause damage to property.
Yew trees, for all their beauty, can cause cattle serious
indigestion or worse, so for everybody’s safety Yew trees
should be prevented from overhanging our boundary
walls.
When I first moved into Box in 1977, we were already
seeing Elm trees in Box Wood and elsewhere suffering
from the very destructive “Dutch Elm Disease”. Sadly we
are now seeing more and more Ash trees developing a
disease known as “Ash Dieback“, and it is
recommended by Forestry England (previously known as
the Forestry Commission) that any Ash clearly showing
signs of the disease (significant foliage dying at the ends
of otherwise healthy branches) should be felled before
further disease causes the tree to become brittle and
unstable. In a brittle condition it can be dangerous to fell
by conventional means, and thus felling can become a
major (read “expensive”) operation requiring specialist

skills and equipment.
That said, we have to remember that Box is (very
deservedly) a Conservation Area, placing restrictions on
changes that can be made within the village, and this
includes work to any trees as well as the buildings and
the spaces in between. 
If you are considering arboreal work of any kind within
Box Conservation Area (and that includes nearly all of us)
you are obliged to apply to the local planning authority

(in our case Stroud District Council) by submitting a
request detailing the work you propose carrying out

and the reason(s) for it, accompanied by a plan
showing the exact location of the tree(s) on your
property. Applications for tree surgery can be
made free of charge.
Shrubs and very small trees of less than 7.5 cm
in diameter (3 inches) are excluded, but please
remember that any work to trees of 7.5cm
diameter or greater, even those that are
diseased, needs SDC’s consent before

undertaking the work.

this Painted Lady butterfly was photographed in Box Wood
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CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD
- a Quiz for all the Family

1. What are Christians celebrating on December 25th?

2. In what countries do Christmas festivities start on 13th December with St Lucia’s day?

3. How would a French person wish you “Merry Christmas”?

4. What is Bethlehem famous for? Which country is it in?

5. Where does Papai Noel leave his presents for children in Brazil? 

6. In which country does Befana, an old woman, deliver presents to children on Christmas Eve?

7. What country did the Poinsettia plant originally come from?

8. In which country do people celebrate Christmas with a ‘braai’?

9. Christmas Island belongs to which country?

10. Which two states in the USA have towns called Christmas?

11. In which country is the ‘Gingerbread capital of the world’. Can you name the city? 

12. HOH OHO is a special dedicated postal code in which country?

13. In some countries it is the tradition at Christmas to go to cemeteries and visit the graves 
of family members. Can you name one?

14. In which country does Father Christmas receive mince pies and sherry? 
Who gets the carrots?

15. Who is believed to have brought the first Christmas tree to this country and from where?

16. Which country traditionally gives London a Christmas tree for Trafalgar Square?

17. What are the Wren Boys (and girls) famous for? In which country would you find them?

18. In which country is it the tradition to swim in the sea on Christmas morning?

19. In Australia what or who pulls Santa’s sleigh?

20. Which country was Good King Wenceslas from?

21. In which country are Christmas Apples’ given?

22. Where did the Christmas wreath originate?   

23. Where might you come across Krampus?    

24. Where might you sit down to a leg of lamb (roasted over sheep’s dung) at Christmas?

25. Where is the Giant Lantern Festival held?

Please turn to page 28 for the answers and to find out more about Christmas practices and traditions around the world


