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Beautiful Blooms from our Spring Garden

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
(NDP) REFERENDUM

Box Village Show

In line with the recommendation of the Independent
Examiner's report, Minchinhampton's NDP is
progressing to referendum on May 23rd 2019, the same
date as has been set for elections to the European
Parliament.
The following question will be asked:
"Do you want Stroud
District Council to use
the Neighbourhood Plan
for Minchinhampton to
help it decide planning
applications in the
neighbourhood area?"
If more people vote ‘yes’ than ‘no’ in the Referendum,
then Stroud District Council will use the
Minchinhampton Neighbourhood Development Plan to
help it to decide planning applications
within Minchinhampton. The
Neighbourhood Plan once adopted
will then become part of the
Development Plan used by the Local
Planning Authority (Stroud District
Council).
If more people vote ‘no’ than ‘yes’
in this Referendum, or there is a
tied vote, then planning
applications will continue to be
decided without reference to the
Neighbourhood Development Plan
as part of the Development Plan for the local area.
The final plan and associated documents can be
accessed at
https://www.minchinhamptonndp.org/plan.html
together with the locations where they can be inspected
physically.
This is the crucial vote for our NDP, after more than two
years of hard work by local volunteers, with the support of
the Parish Council. I do hope you can all participate.
Cllr Steve Hemmings

- see page 7
It won’t be long before we are all
measuring our pumpkins and polishing
them up for the Village Show!
This year there will be a special Sunflower
Competition for the youngsters.

Joan and Roger Davis

- see page 16
After 25 years in Box Joan and Roger
have finally managed to tear themselves
away. They are moving to Cornwall.
We will all miss them and the enormous
contribution they made to village life.

The Reverend Howard Gilbert - see page 11
A big Box welcome to our new
Rector Howard Gilbert! He and his
sporty family of four lived in Cirencester so already know the area well.

It’s Behind You! - see page 14
“Oh no it isn’t!”. Well it is actually, at
least until next year. And what fun we
had! Rumpelstiltskin was Box Players’
pantomime and kept us enthralled for
four fabulous performances.

Cardboard Carnival matinée

- see page 22

If you or anyone in your family is aged
between 4 and 104 we have the
perfect show for you! Cardboard
Carnival is coming to town! It’s more
than just a puppet show - don’t miss it!

On safari in Rwanda

- see page 30

Séan Kelly pretends that it was just
accidental that he happened to make a
trip to Rwanda . . but judging by his
extensive knowledge and enthusiasm
for the country we are not so sure . . .

WHO’S THAT KNOCKING?

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY
All Box residents are Members
The highlight of the Box Village Society AGM held on
26th March was the presentation to Steve Hemmings
of the Johnny and Alison Wilkinson Memorial Rose
Bowl for Service to the Box Community (known as the
Villager of the Year Award). Our committee made the
award to him based on our own knowledge of
everything he does for the village and that he had
been nominated by 19 of the 29 villagers who made
nominations. They had been accompanied by glowing
tributes to Steve’s unstinting work for the village
including one from Jules Wilkinson on behalf of her
and her brothers. They very much approved of Steve’s
nomination and were pleased that the Villager of the
Year award had become part of village life.
Unfortunately, I was not able to report any progress on
the issues that Steve Hemmings and I had raised with
Jake Lukas and Gordon Cole of Novalis Trust in May
2018 relating to parking on the common, the
proposed Sports Hall and the continuing problem of
the noise and trespass nuisance from the volleyball
court. The meeting fixed with them for November
2018 was cancelled by them two days before it was
due to take place and I have not been able to arrange
another. Novalis Trust take the view that meetings
should be put on hold until the ‘ongoing planning
issues and possible complications around that’ are
resolved. Needless to say we don’t agree. We are still
of the view that it is better to maintain regular
meetings with Novalis Trust however unsatisfactory
rather than have no contact at all.

This is not the first time we have a featured a feathered
friend that has come knocking at windows and doors. This
time it is a persistent chaffinch which has been most
insistent that he wants our attention – or does he?
Apparently, it is not
uncommon for
some birds to
exhibit this kind of
behaviour. Our
chaffinch is
probably attacking
his reflection
because he thinks
that there is
another chaffinch in
his territory. If this
happens to you one solution, albeit that has mixed results,
is to affix a silhouette of a bird of prey to the inside of the
glass. This may frighten the bird away before it hurts or
exhausts itself. You can either make a silhouette or buy one
from RSPB Gift Shops, bird food
suppliers and some garden
centres.

I hope that you all have a good summer.
Richard Hughes, Chairman, Box Village Society.

Keep in touch with all the happenings in Box: just
send an email to BVH@Box-Village.com and ask
to be added to the village information email list.
And hey presto!! You will know almost everything
that is going on in the village and surrounding area!
(NB if you are already on Chris Ames’s email list,
there’s no need to register on the BVH list).

A lovely illustration of St Barnabas church in the snow

BOX VILLAGE HALL
Chairman’s Report for 2019

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

I am pleased to report that the Hall is generally in good
shape, both structurally and financially. The paving
stones at the entrance to the Hall are to be replaced
with new ones and several areas around the footpath to
the east side of the Hall are to be repaired, including
the patio area. This will be done either at Easter or in
the summer when the hall is less used.
A larger job is also planned for the summer; that of
replacing our main hall radiators which make a lot of
noise. This is to cost approximately £2400. On top of
that there will be the inevitable touch up work to the
walls which we hope to attend to ourselves. These new
radiators will be secured so that nobody can fiddle with
them. The thermostat is the only device to remain
operational.
Since our last AGM Vagn Madsen had to retire from the
unpaid job of caretaker and I thank him most sincerely
for his work over the years. It was decided to ask our
cleaner, Donna, to take over some of those duties which
she has done so with great efficiency.
The Village Pantomime returned this year after a year
off. A very successful show- Rumpelstiltskin – was
performed. This is good news for the hall as it brings in
a considerable amount of money! Oh yes it does!
We were entertained to another Progressive or Safari
Supper in February, organised once more by that
dynamic duo – John and Ginny Martin! A great time
was had by the 40 or so participants.
The Air in G programme continues with 2 terrific shows
plus another visit by Julie Felix. These shows are
extremely professional and well attended. Thanks to
John Storey and Andy Pettit who organise them.
I want to thank my committee for their tireless work in
keeping this hall in ship shape condition. We are very
sorry to lose Joan Davis from our committee and wish
her and Roger a very happy retirement in Truro.
However, she didn’t have to go to the lengths of moving
just to get off the committee! Her replacement,
representing the Box WI, is Annie Hughes. Annie,
welcome!
Chris Ames

MAY
3rd: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
14th: Box WI, Resolutions – followed by Members
Time Competition, 10.30 am BVH
10th: Box Players AGM, 7.30pm
17th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm
18th: Cardboard Carnival matinée, 2pm BVH
21st: Gardening Club, ‘Fifty Shades of Green’ Mandie Potter
23rd: Minchinhampton's NDP Referendum
JUNE
11th: Box WI, “Our Burgundy Experience” - Steve
Taylor
7th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
9th: Elkstone Gardens Open Day, 2-6pm
20th: Amberley Garden Safari
21st: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm
22nd - 30th: National Swift Awareness Week
26th: Gardening Club, Annual outing to Tyntesfield
House and Gardens
29th: Save Our Swifts talk in Stroud by Edward
Mayer
JULY
5th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
9th: Box WI, ‘The Natural World of Gloucestershire’
– Robert Bryant, 10.30 am BVH
19th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
AUGUST
Box WI Summer break
2nd: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
16th: Box Bar, 6.30-8.00pm BVH
SEPTEMBER
1st: Box Village Show, BVH
10th: Box WI The Cotswold Posy Patch – Flower
Arranging by Liz Fallon, 10.30 am BVH
17th: Gardening Club, Re-designing Box House
gardens - Tiggy Lessner
OCTOBER
8th: Box WI Living on the Edge – Communities
along the Upper Severn Estuary, Rose Hewlett,
10.30 am BVH
10th: Gardening Club, ‘All-Year-Round Colour’ Felicity Down (a shared talk in Amberley)
NOVEMBER
12th: Box WI AGM – followed by Members Time,
10.30 am BVH
16th: Julie Felix Plays Box Village Hall 7.30pm
19th: Gardening Club, ‘Nerines’ - Malcolm Allison
DECEMBER
10th: Box WI AGM Festive event
14th: Gardening Club, Christmas Party

PHONE BOX DECORATIONS!
Regular readers of Box News, and users of the Phone
Box Library will have noticed the seasonal decorations
that appear in the phone box from time to time.
Quite lovely and very festive - we all enjoy it!

BOX NEWS - SUMMER 2019 EDITION
Our Summer edition should appear during
August so if you have material you would like
included, please give it to Jacquie Hanks or
Brendan Clements by Wednesday 31st July
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Hi Box Residents,
My name is Shane Reynolds, I
am your new PCSO for the
area of Minchinhampton,
Amberley, Brimscombe and
Box. I have been a PCSO for
10 years. I have worked in the
areas of Stonehouse, Stroud
Town Centre and I have now
recently taken over the
Minchinhampton area.
I am looking forward to
working with and meeting
many of you within the
community, so please, if you
see me about, do come and
say "hello".
Thank you.
PCSO 249242 Shane Reynolds, Officer responsible
for Minchinhampton , Amberley, Brimscombe, Box
Stroud Neighbourhood Policing Team
Email: shane.reynolds@gloucestershire.police.uk
Non-urgent telephone messages - 01452 753511
Pauline Temple recently retired as our Neighbourhood Watch
representative - many thanks Pauline for all your hard work
liaising with the local police, keeping us informed of local
incidents and circulating useful security advice.

BOX FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE
Friday Coffee continues to be very well supported and the
Committee room is frequently packed to capacity.
As well as Box residents we
welcome visitors and friends
from the locality and we have a
number of ‘regulars’ from
Minchinhampton. It is a
wonderful opportunity to meet
other villagers, catch up with
news, and share a thoroughly
pleasant hour or so drinking
coffee (or tea) and chatting.
Coffee and biscuits are served
between 10.30 am and 11.30am.
Please come and join us.
Daphne Edwards, 832283
A big ‘Thank You’ to the
hard-working organisers!

HIRE OUR VILLAGE HALL
Box Village Hall is available for hire, both to residents of
Box and those who live elsewhere. The Hall is a
spacious, light and well-equipped venue, ideally suited
to parties, receptions, club meetings, anniversaries,
INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS
dance functions and concerts. There is a fully-equipped
kitchen,
tables and chairs plus a Loop installation
LETTINGS, AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS for thosefolding
with hearing aids.
Seating capacity when using our tables and chairs is 80
An established local family firm
persons, or 100 for concerts
supported by a friendly loyal team which is the maximum capacity in
accordance with fire regulations.
who all live locally, specialising in
The Hall is available for rental at
attractive rates:
the sale of traditional country
Box Residents: £6.00 per hour or
properties throughout the
£8 per hour on Saturdays
Cotswolds and the Severn Vale
Non-residents: £12.00 per hour,
Stroud • Minchinhampton • Painswick • Mayfair or £16 per hour on Saturdays
All Business Users (anyone who
makes a charge for their services,
whether resident in Box or not):
£12.00 per hour, or £16 per hour
on Saturdays.
sales@murraysestateagents.co.uk Please contact Jane Storey on 836649 or email
for enquiries or to make
www.murraysestateagents.co.uk 4 BVHbookings@box-village.com
your booking.

01453 755552 01453 886334
01452 814655 0207 467 5330

BOX WOOD UPDATE - APRIL 2019
The last few months have seen the Box Wood
volunteers felling self-seeded shrubs and trees in an
effort to extend the clearing towards Iron Mills
Common. If you’ve walked through that part of Box
Wood you may have noticed several large piles of felled
timber that was removed to create a “coppice coup”.
This is an area in which most of the trees are cut to
within inches of ground level, producing lots of fresh
green shoots of the kind wildlife particularly enjoy and

in place to use these donations to restore the beautiful
stone pillars and fit a new iron gate at the “private”
entrance to Box
Wood from Devil’s
Elbow. This entrance
features in numerous
old photographs of
Box Wood and, as a
result of those
donations, we hope
it will soon be
worthy of being
photographed once
Yellow Brain fungus in Box Wood
again.

which also allows much more light to reach ground level
and thus, hopefully, encourages lots more bluebells and
other wild flowers. A “dead hedge” has been created
around the coppice coup to discourage deer from
grazing the green shoots. Much as we all love deer, they
are somewhat greedy.

Steve Hemmings
WHY NOT JOIN OUR TEAM?
The management of the Wood is a bit like painting the
Forth Bridge - it never ends - so if you would like to join
the team of volunteers who regularly work in the Wood
you would be very welcome!
Also on the voluntary theme, one of the BCW trustees
will shortly be retiring, and we would ask that anyone
from the village who takes an interest in the sustainability
of our woodland might consider becoming a trustee, to
work with us to secure its future and monitor progress. If
you are interested in joining us please approach Steve
Hemmings, Beris Hanks or John Storey.
A video record of GWT’s conservation work
One of our sponsors is a company called Biffa, the
environmental services group, and their sponsorship
comes up for renewal from time to time. As a thank you
to them, and to keep everyone informed, George
Griffiths is preparing a video of the work that has been
done in the Wood
since GWT took over.
When it has been
completed and
edited George tells
me that copies will
be available to
anyone who is
interested. Once
again, please ask
the ‘dead hedge’ woven from thinnings
Steve, Beris or John. protects newly coppiced trees from the

Volunteers have also constructed a set of steps leading
into Box Wood from the “Wilkinson Memorial Gate”,
and Dave Bowrey has been beavering away nearby,
repairing the top section of the Cotswold stone wall that
runs from the memorial gate down towards Devil’s Elbow.
April sees the end
of tree thinning
and clearance
however, due to
birds nesting in
the trees, so
thanks to a
generous donor
work can now
proceed with a
new wooden
kissing gate to be
inserted at the
boundary
between Box
Wood and Iron
Mills Common.
This will create a much needed barrier to cows now that
Iron Mills Common has been cleared and our footpath
has been widened, as the footpath into Box Wood is
more visible and tempting for cows to explore.
Meanwhile the charity that owns Box Wood (Box
Community Wood) has continued to receive occasional
but much appreciated donations, and plans are already
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appetites of deer foraging in the Wood

ON THE VERGE!

ANOTHER LADDER CLIMBED

The editorial team has been contacted by a distraught
resident who had to assist a huge vehicle, which had
entered the village, manoeuvre through our narrow
lanes without causing too much damage! Despite the
stone walls on this occasion remaining intact, the verges
were almost obliterated.

If you were out and about on the first Sunday in
February you will have heard the roar of throaty engines
as the entrants in the Clouds Rally negotiated the
Nailsworth Ladder. A few Box residents braved the crisp
wintry weather and were there to cheer on the intrepid
drivers. Some competitors made it to the top of the ‘W’,
others had to turn back, but it wasn’t for lack of trying….
Well done to all those who took part.

Very recently some of you may have witnessed the huge
crane with caterpillar tracks which seems to have
scoured the road surface as it made its way from the
Common (where it was unloaded) to Beehive Cottage.
This crane also damaged verges although the skilful
personnel involved in guiding it did try to remedy the
harm caused.

Have you ever seen so much mud?! Ed.

ROBERT TIMMS OF MINCHINHAMPTON
For MOTs and all your vehicle repairs

“same great service, great value, great workmanship”
Local staff and professional, friendly service
We pride ourselves on our honesty and reliability

•
•
•
•

A polite reminder
If you are having building work
done or deliveries of heavy goods or equipment let the
companies and professionals involved know that they
are coming to a locality with limited access and that
long or tall vehicles will have difficulty negotiating Box
Lane and Scar Hill. Also, it may be helpful to speak and
warn neighbours or circulate an e-mail to the village to
keep residents informed.

Discount MOT £39.95
Competitive service prices
Convenient location
Free collection

8.30am - 5.30pm Monday – Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm Saturday
Hilltop Garage, Cuckoo Row, Minchinhampton,
GL6 9HA
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Call us for quotes on 01453 889207

BOX VILLAGE SHOW
Sunday 1st September
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The Show schedule will be delivered to all residents of
Box with Tom Long’s Post at the beginning of July. This
is your village show so, to make this a success, please
enter and join in the friendly competition. This year
there will be a separate section for children 14 and
under for photography and crafts, and as last year one
in the baking section for them to enter.

G R EY
RO

At 3.30pm the hall will be open for
residents to view all the exhibits and
refreshments will be served and at
4.00pm the prize giving ceremony will
take place. There will also be a bringand-buy stall where everything will be
sold for 50p and a ‘guess the weight’
competition.
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Please make this a great Village
Show by entering and joining in the
fun.

Sunflowers can be started in small pots with the
seedlings then moved to where you would like them to
grow. From April onwards you can sow the seed at a
depth of 1cm indoors in pots filled with seed or
multipurpose compost. Water and cover with a small
polythene bag. Place on a warm windowsill inside and
then move them to a sunny but sheltered place outside
to ‘harden them off’. When they have at least 4 leaves
transplant them into your border once frost is no longer
a danger, usually from mid-May onwards.
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Children get your seeds and get sowing.

mpton

Green

As part of this year’s Village Show there will be a
sunflower growing competition for children. To keep
things fair only one variety of seed will be used and
these are available from Beris Hanks at Long Cottage
(tel. 836287). Each child gets 3 seeds – and Beris will
also supply pots and compost if needed. Sunflowers will
be measured (for height and flower head) in the week
before the show. If possible, we would also like photos
of your children with their sunflower to display on the
day of the show. Grandchildren of Box residents (and
Garden Club members) may also enter.
So, come on children get your seeds and get sowing

Growing sunflowers
April to May is probably the best time to start the seeds
off. It takes at least 10 weeks from planting time to
flowering. The seeds will sprout and start to grow in
2 to 3 weeks.

GARDENING CLUB
Lenten is come with loue to toune,
With blosmen ant with briddes roune,
That al this blisse bryngeth…
And there’s been quite a lot to do in the garden to get it
ready for the season! At least the weather has been nice.
Dec 1st Annual Christmas Party
This was a great success, as ever. Reason enough to join
the Gardening Club!
15th Jan. AGM and Gardener’s Question Time
Mark Rogers moved us through the business of the
AGM deftly and this was followed by wide ranging and
interesting discussions by our knowledgeable panel of
gardeners / environmentalists. The panel were: Chris
French, Tiggy Lessner, Bev Dennison and Lynda Brown,
the chair was Beris Hanks.
7

Direct Sowing: If you do not want to move
seedlings then you can sow them in a sunny
prepared flower bed when the soil is warm, usually
from mid-April at 1cm depth, though watch out early
in the season that your seedlings don’t become a
tasty meal for slugs or snails.

Sunflowers like to be grown in a place that gets full
sun. They need at least 6 hours of direct sunlight.
When placing plants, it is worth remembering that the
buds follow the sun from east to west, but once they
open, they usually face east. Tall sunflowers also work
well grown against a sunny wall. (You can grow on in
large heavy pots if your best place has no soil. Small
pots tend to blow over.)
Water regularly whilst your
sunflowers are growing. They will
also benefit from being fed with a
fertilizer. Once the flower has
opened water the plant daily. Tall
varieties with large flowers, especially
if grown in a windy location, may
need to be staked with a bamboo
cane. You can do this as the sunflower grows.
Why might your sunflower not grow? Some seeds may
not germinate. If the soil is too wet then the seeds may
rot. If the soil is too dry then the seeds could die. Many
small sunflower seedlings and plants are eaten by slugs
and snails so you will need to protect them.

Liz Hughes, Beris Hanks
19th Feb. Colin Olle: ‘The Development and local
presence of National Garden Scheme’
Colin explained the history of the NGS and detailed the
causes which now receive funding from the scheme. He
then moved on to illustrate descriptions of many
beautiful gardens which are open locally.
Colin very helpfully distributed the NGS booklet for
Gloucestershire and the booklets for several adjoining
counties were also made available. For those who would
like to share visits to gardens together, and to possibly
share cars, Ivy Witts will keep a separate e-mail list of
members who are interested in being contacted about
these opportunities.
19th Mar. Fiona Warin: ‘Dig for Victory’.
Something rather different: Fiona followed the
development of the ‘Dig for Victory’ scheme in a
dramatic manner, taking the club back in time and
addressing us as if we were gardeners wanting to ‘do
our bit’. At first the scheme was called ‘Grow More
Food’ but a young journalist, Michael Foot, coined the
much more catchy ….. ‘Dig for Victory’.
Beris Hanks

CREATURES OF THE NIGHT IN BOX WOOD
As you walk through Box Wood this year you may come
across a strange object lurking in the undergrowth and,
if it happens to be getting dark at the time, this object
may well be emitting an eerie purple glow. Do not be
alarmed - aliens have not landed - it is merely an
experimental moth trap which will be monitoring moth
populations in the wood throughout the coming year.
It is two years
since I took
part in the
very successful
Bioblitz in the
wood,
following the
completion of
its purchase
for the Box
community
and I have
been amazed
by the amount
Moth trap in Box Wood
of
Note: Should you come across a trap,
management
please try not to look directly into the light.
work which has
taken place in that time with the aid of George Griffiths
and his team from Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, aided
by an army of volunteers from the Box community.
Coppicing has been undertaken together with much
scrub removal, letting in more light and widening the
main path through the wood which will create more
areas of wildflowers and encourage more wildlife,
especially invertebrates, to colonise other areas of the
wood.
The Bioblitz, whilst being a very successful event in its
own right, only monitored the species available over the
two days back in 2017. Unlike butterflies, which are not
normally around throughout the colder months of the
year, moths have adapted to fly throughout the year and
as there are around 2,500 different species of moth in
this country there is plenty of recording work to be done
so I hope to record on a regular basis throughout the
year in order to build up a more representative species
list for the reserve.
Moths are already
flying freely in the
wood and I've
already recorded a
number of Spring
and overwintering
species.
￼
Oak Beauty Moth

It is not only Box Wood which needs recording effort.
There are vast areas of the country about which we
know very little as, apart from a few forays by dedicated
enthusiasts, our moth distribution maps generally show
records from static locations where moth traps have
been operated over the years, mainly in urban areas.
8

￼

Powdered Quaker

￼

Moth species density map

Butterfly Conservation Gloucestershire operates a moth
trap loan scheme, whereby anyone can borrow a small
portable trap for a period of around three months. We
supply a moth identification guide and offer help with
identification. At the end of the three months you may
either purchase the trap (currently £110.00) or return it
for another person to borrow.

Unfortunately there is currently a long waiting list for
these traps and you are unlikely to be able to borrow
one this year but in the meantime, if anyone living in the
Box area would like to discover what moths they have in
their own
garden, I am
more than
happy to turn
up with a more
powerful trap
(please ensure
your neighbours
are happy to
have a bright
light shining in
Moth trap Loan Scheme

their bedroom windows for a night) and arrive the
following morning to identify the catch. This will also
add valuable records to our database.
Peter Hugo, Branch Contact and Moth Officer
Butterfly Conservation, Gloucestershire.
01453 882134 / 07400 365700
Email: moth-officer@gloucestershirebutterflies.org.uk

BABY OSTEOPATHY - THE WHITE PRACTICE
Osteopaths treat a wide range of conditions and ages,
even the newborn baby. Because of its gentle nature,
cranial osteopathy is particularly applicable to babies.
A recent parent says “We took our son for osteopathy at
The White Practice at four weeks old - he was unsettled
and had a lot of tummy pain. After a couple of
treatments he settled down completely and his tummy
pain resolved. We thoroughly recommend osteopathy
for babies.”
All our osteopaths
attend regular training
courses. For example,
recently Kelly
attended a weekend
course centred around
breastfeeding issues
such as the latch, and
tongue tie. Kelly says
“the relationship
between baby and
mother during
breastfeeding is
unique to each family.
Occasionally there is a
mechanical barrier to successful feeding and that is
what, as osteopaths, we look at to help mothers and
babies have a calmer, more relaxed feed.”

If you would like to make an appointment for a ‘baby
check-up’ with Kelly or Nikki, who specialise in treating
babies, we run a clinic every Wednesday morning. To
book online visit www.thewhitepractice.co.uk or phone
us on 01453 832515.
The White Practice is located in Market Street,
Nailsworth.
Our clients find us through referrals, so don't forget to
mention us to your friends and family.
Nick White, Kelly Haines and Nikki Straughan are members
of the Institute of Osteopathy (iO). The iO is the largest
membership body of Osteopaths in the UK and works to
unite, support, develop and promote the osteopathic
profession for the benefit of patient health.

1 Wellesley Cottage, Wells Road, Bisley, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7AF
Tel 01452 770855 Mob 07976 383969 Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

www.nickmilesbuildingcontractors.co.uk
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KEEPING YOUR TIN UP
or ‘The Brexit Prepper’s Cookbook’
Regardless of your position on Brexit, I expect most of us
have felt the urge to do a bit of stock-piling, just in case.
Some of us have have excavated a whole cavern under the
shed, filled it with candles stuck into dusty raffia-covered
Chianti bottles, stacked up the assorted souvenir china,
dusted off the mess kit and the primus and have Marlene
Dietrich ready to go on the wind-up gramophone, but you
can turn the page now, darling. So what ARE you going to
do with thirty seven assorted tins of foodstuffs you would
never normally buy? Spoiler: you are on your own with the
tinned potatoes.
Tomato sauce - i coglione di cane
Marcella Hazan, queen of Italian cookery, looks just as I
want my cook book writers to appear: smiling and well-fed.
I completely overlooked ‘Tomato Sauce III’ for many years
since fresh, ripe plum tomatoes are not easy to come by,
but eventually spotted the all-important note at the end
about using tinned ones. This is a miracle of culinary
alchemy; few ingredients, little effort, splendid result.
400g tin of tomatoes

110g butter

1 medium onion, peeled and halved pinch of salt
1/4 tsp granulated sugar (this tempers the ‘tinned’
flavour of the tomatoes)
Purée the tomatoes, or mush them vigorously with a
wooden spoon in the pan. Put in the onion, salt and sugar,
and the butter. Don’t scrimp on this; you have five
ingredients. The other four do need a bit of help! Turn on
the heat, stir occasionally while the butter melts, and cook
at a slow but steady simmer, uncovered, for forty-five
minutes. Check salt, discard the onion (or push it about at
the start so it flakes and eat, inelegantly, with the sauce).
Of course any pasta will be nice, but simple tomato sauces
go very well with long, tubular shapes like penne and
rigatoni. Or gnocci, for that matter. This is a good one to
remember if you ever need to produce an edible rabbit
from a hat.
Chickpea and Carrot Salad
Chickpeas. “Seemed like a good idea, I’m sure we’ll be
glad of them if the worst comes to the worst. Very good
for you, apparently . . .” I have news for the doubters: they
can be very good indeed. A caveat, though - you have
already bought the wrong sort. The thing about chickpeas
is that unless you are blitzing them into hummus, they
really don’t taste of anything if you buy the standard ones.
Go and forage in the World Food aisles; Johnny Foreigner
knows much more about pulses than we do, and his
chickpeas are processed with salt, which can’t be
successfully added retrospectively. KTC are good, East
End are better, and the ones in fancy jars sold by
delicatessens for small fortunes and foreign-run corner
shops for 59p are best of all. You don’t need quantities
for this, particularly, but as a guide:
400g tin of chickpeas
2-3 normal sized carrots, about 500g
small supermarket bunch of coriander or parsley
1-2 tbs lemon juice; about 1 lemon
seasoning

olive oil

Drain the chickpeas. Peel and grate the carrots into a
bowl. Sprinkle with salt and pepper then immediately add

a tablespoon of lemon
juice and mix well.
Chop the coriander, if
you like it, or parsley.
Coriander is better
because it forms a holy
trinity of deliciousness
with lemon and raw
carrot. Add chopped
herb and drained
chickpeas, mix, and taste
to see if you can detect
lemon. If not, add some
more; the carrots will
absorb flavour like an ageing actress absorbs Botox.
Swoosh about a tablespoon of olive oil over, and mix. This
will be much better if you can leave it at room temperature
for about an hour, then taste again and add lemon,
seasoning and oil as you see fit. Tinned tuna fish is a
husband-friendly addition, as is tinned mackerel. Eat
crouched over your CB radio for full Doomsday effect.
Pumpkin Soup
I have conducted intensive scientific research (well, ish) and
concluded that although I could wrestle a cucurbit into
submission, roast it for an hour, scrape it, sieve it, pat it and
prick it and mark it with vignettes from the Sistine Chapel, I
would prefer to open a tin of pumpkin and watch paint dry.
Find it with the tinned fruit, not vegetables, in Waitrose,
the American section of the World Foods aisle or the
baking aisle.
1 tin of pumpkin

1 large onion

500ml stock, chicken or vegetable
1-2 tbs cream, soured cream or crème fraîche (optional
though recommended)
squeeze of lemon

nutmeg

olive oil

seasoning

Halve the onion and slice into thinnish half
rounds. Pour enough oil to cover the
bottom into your normal soup pot, then
add either another tablespoon, or about
50g butter. Soften the onions on a
medium heat, until they have slumped,
then turn down very low, lid on, and
cook gently until really soft but not
coloured. This should take you at least
twenty minutes. Spoon in the
pumpkin and add enough stock so
that it looks soupy, not watery, plus
a generous pinch of salt and a
good grating of nutmeg. You
don’t want it to taste of nutmeg,
but two or three scrapes into three
quarters of a litre is a waste of time.
Simmer gently for another twenty minutes, not a galloping
boil, thank you. Blitz the soup to purée the onions (allow to
cool a bit if of a timorous nature) and then adjust the
seasoning. A squeeze of lemon stops it being too sweet as
efficiently as more salt. Stir in some cream, if you like - you
might not need lemon if you’re using soured cream or
crème fraîche. Add a checked tablecloth, light those
candles and turn up Lili Marlene.
Good luck, and hope to see you on the Other Side.

10 Sophie Beveridge

then when the opportunity of a sabbatical came my way
last year I trained for the Kalmar Ironman in Sweden. I
am proud to say that in 14 hours, 17 minutes and 7
seconds, I completed the 2.4 mile sea swim, 112mile
bike ride and 26.2 mile marathon, raising a further
£5000 for Mercy Ships.

YOUR NEW RECTOR AND THE FAMILY GILBERT
It is with great excitement that I, along with my family,
joined you in the New Year.
We have come from Cirencester, where I served for nine
years as Associate Vicar with specific responsibility for
Holy Trinity, Watermoor. During my ministry at
Watermoor we worked hard to broaden our age profile
and, though it was never easy, I am pleased to say that
working to make the church relevant to a new
generation has been fruitful. During this time, I have
developed my ministry on a wider stage, firstly as chair
to the Bishop’s Advisory Group for Deliverance Ministry,
then as Cirencester Area Dean, and most recently I
launched a new Bishop’s Advisory Group for I.T.
Looking further back in time, I grew up a Methodist in
Marlborough. Aged 18, God called me to become an
Anglican Priest and I joined the Church of England and
headed off to Southampton University to read
Philosophy. Having completed my studies, I moved to
Newbury where I met my future wife on a Church
Pilgrimage. After a brief career in financial services we
were married and moved to Cuddesdon (near Oxford)
where I trained for ministry. I served my curacy in St.
Barnabas, North Dulwich, in the Diocese of Southwark.
St Barnabas is a large and vibrant church with a fine
choral tradition and a highly professional ethos and I
have been able to apply many of the lessons learnt to
my ministry back in the West Country.

Looking to the future in Minchinhampton with Box, I am
passionate about bringing the Good News to the next
generation, within a context of excellent liturgy and
music. We will need to consider together how exactly
we achieve our mission, but I am determined that we
will have some fun along the way!

I am married to Susannah, who has recently started
training as a secondary school maths teacher following a
first career as a Government Economist. We have two
children, Daisy and Lucy,
aged 7 and 5, both of whom
love being a part of this
community that boasts
Highland Cattle, and a
Rectory with a ‘secret
garden’!
You might also like to know
something of what we like
to do when we’re not
working. Susannah and I
are both active people and
love skiing. We have spent
two winter seasons in the
Chamonix Valley and love to
ski away from the crowds.
The riskier side of backcountry skiing has taken a
back seat since the children
were born and we have
focused more on cycling
and triathlon. Whilst in
London we both completed
the London Triathlon, raising
£3000 for Mercy Ships, and

I feel very privileged to be joining Minchinhampton with
Box as the Rector and I pray that together
we shall be as a city set on a hill, whose
light cannot be hidden.

Yours in Christ,
Reverend Howard Gilbert.

J.E. & G.H. BENDLE
Dry Stone Walling Specialists

All types of Patios,
Garden Restoration Work,
Block Paving, Drives,
Block and Brick Work.
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Rose Tree Cottage, Tickmorend
Horsley, Stroud
Gloucestershire GL6 0PE
01453 836 572 07966 223045

WHO LIVED IN MY HOUSE?
Since moving to Scar Hill nearly 8 years ago, I’ve been
fascinated with the history of Scar Hill Lodge, finding out
how it evolved and who lived here since the 18th
Century, when
the small
cottage part of
it was first built.
The Deeds
from 1917
make for
interesting
reading, when
Scar Hill
Cottage (as it
was then
known) sold for
the grand sum of £1,400. Curiously that document also
details our very own hermit – Dora Pearce - who lived
on the small triangle of land above Scar Hill Quarry.
When we moved in, it was very overgrown. We tidied it
up and found a brick floor and plastered wall in what we
thought was a simple stable.
Dora gets a brief
reference in Ethel
Smith’s very interesting
booklet - Box as I
Remember. She
describes, “In the
quarry on the Scar Hill
Bank lived two men
tramps and there was
often a woman there
too”. I’m not sure Dora
would welcome being
labelled a tramp but
knowing the area she
lived in, it must have
been a basic existence
to say the least!

In 1920 he received
an invitation from the
High Commissioner in
Palestine to join the
administration as a
link between it and
the Arab population.
He served as
Assistant Civil
Secretary with special
responsibility for Arab
affairs from 1921 to
1924.
Increasingly out of
step with the
administration, he
resigned his post in
1924 and spent the
next three years in
England. In 1927 he
Ernest and Margaret Richmond taken
at the American Colony, Jerusalem
returned to Palestine as
in 1924 before they left Palestine
Director of Antiquities,
responsible for the restoration of the Dome of the Rock
and Advisor on Arab Affairs to Herbert Samuel, 1st High
Commissioner of Palestine. He remained there until his
retirement in 1937.
Plans to settle in
Italy after
retirement were
abandoned with
the outbreak of the
Second World War
when Ernest and
his wife Margaret
settled in Box
where he
continued to write
and take an
interest in
Palestine.

These “Tramps” may
perhaps be a link to
houses opposite the quarry – both referencing
“Hermitage” in their names.
At this time the house was sold by Sir Robert Eaton
White (who inherited it, together with other local
property) to Frank and Ada Buckeridge from Nailsworth.
Another notable former owner of Scar Hill Cottage (still
named this in 1939) was Ernest Tatham Richmond,
younger son of Sir William Blake Richmond, the painter,
sculptor and best known for his decorative mosaics in St
Paul’s Cathedral.
Richmond was an Architect and in 1902 served in the
Royal Engineers on construction works for the British
Army in Egypt. He rose to be Director of the
Department of Towns and State buildings. He served in
that capacity until 1911 when he returned to Britain, to Box.
During the First World War Richmond worked for the
War Office. After suffering an injury from a grenade,

he was appointed Architect to the War Graves
Commission in France for a short time before spending
the remaining months of the War as consulting architect
to the Haram esh-Sharif (Temple Mount) in Jerusalem.

After his death in
1955 the house
was sold to
Sketch of Scar Hill Lodge 1940 by
Charles Hearfield Porter
Ernest Richmond
Bond. Records show that
the Scar Hill Cottage/House was sold another five times
until we purchased it in early 2011.
Oh, if walls could talk.
Even in the few years we’ve spent here, we’ve become
aware of the rich history of the houses in Box, many of
which were pubs and shops in days gone. It would be
great to find out more about the history of individual
properties in Box.
If you know anything about the history of your own
house and would like to share the information, please
let me know.

12 Alison Edmonston

COTSWOLD GARDENS AT ELKSTONE - OPEN DAY
Sunday 9th June 2019, 2:00 - 6:00 pm
Organised and supported by villagers to raise funds for
upkeep of the local church and our Village Hall this
event offers a unique opportunity to visit this very
special Cotswold village and see it in detail not normally
accessible to the casual visitor. During the afternoon you
can amble through a selection of beautiful private
gardens. You can browse the stalls, enjoy cream teas,
homemade cakes
or ice creams,
play garden
games, follow a
village history
trail, and enjoy a
tractor ride
through farmland
with sensational
views.

can also hear the bells and visit the bell tower. The
working medieval bell frame has recently been identified
as of national historical significance and the bells tell the
story of bell foundries from 1657 to 1977.

The church is
known for its unusual dovecote above the chancel and
its quite exceptional Norman arches in the chancel and
sanctuary bathed in golden light. It boasts a wonderful
Norman tympanum above the south door. It is said by
those who know that it is well worth taking a detour to
explore the church and its striking collection of Norman
arches and decorative features. On this special
afternoon you cannot only soak up the atmosphere,
made more special with glorious flower displays but you

Adults £5.00, Children free, Parking included.
No dogs please.
Elkstone Village - follow car park signs
Elkstone near Cirencester / Cheltenham
N51o 48’ 37.7” W02o 02’ 45.6”
OS Explorer Map 179, SO968122
More details on http://www.elkstonevillage.co.uk

madhusrasoi@gmail.com
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No panto would be complete
without music and this one was
no exception. The band was small
in number but big on talent.

BOX PLAYERS PANTOMIME
“Rumpelstiltskin”, or “What’s in a Name?”

No play would take place either
without a good backstage crew and you
had one. This year we had a new
director Mel. All I can say is, I hope to
goodness he is around next year! Well
done. As usual Brian Woosey wrote
the panto, helped to direct and
was in it! What a man!

Well, this year’s Panto was a whole new experience
for me as it’s the first time I have been in the
audience for a matinée. We brought my six year old
twin grandchildren with us and once Tommy had
established that the witch was a good one, all was well.
Of course, as usual, the scenery was amazing! I
especially liked the castle dungeon which looked 3D
and the steps looked like they really went
somewhere! The witches cave was terrific with the
web and a really good scenery change, in fact it was
all very slick this year.

When poor Belinda was trying to
find out Rumpelstiltskin’s name the
twins were frantically trying to
show her that his name was on
the front of the programme! Proof if it were
needed of how engrossed they were.

My congratulations to the costume team. Boy, you
must have worked hard. You are a very talented team.
They looked fantastic on stage. The wigs were so
effective that I didn’t recognise some people!

We spent a most enjoyable afternoon. So, thank you,
congratulations to you all and hope to see you next
year...
Carolyn Dolan

Playing a character younger than yourself is far from
easy but those who did were very convincing. Well
done. I particularly like the scene where the Miller
loses his leg! Very cleverly portrayed. The twins were
really worried! It was a very well-acted play over all,
and the time flew by.
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CONGRATULATIONS SARAH AND TOM!
Sarah Morris and Tom Holroyde married at the Great
Tythe Barn in Tetbury on Friday 14th December. It was
a very happy day and the couple were lucky with the
glorious weather.
Sarah has lived in Box since the age of four years. She
and Tom moved into their own cottage on the Village
Green three years ago.
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Over the years Roger
has been a great listener
and adviser on many
issues particularly
drawing on his
personnel background to
help advise my children
on their career paths. I
have also heard much
about the progression of
his family and plans to
all get together down in
Cornwall. These plans
are now coming to
fruition.
Having just moved
house within the village
so that we can remain in touch with the friends we have
made over the last twenty-three years, Anne and I are
particularly sad to be losing Roger and Joan from that
group. I was very pleased to be asked to present part of
the gift from the village to them. Clearly, we see them as
a new Adam and Eve returning to the garden of Eden,
so we are pleased to present a year’s membership of the
Eden Project. As well as all the horticultural adventures
this will open up for them, I am also told that the cakes
are quite good in the tea shop.
I am sure everyone in the village would like to join me in
wishing Roger and Joan much happiness in their new
adventures.
While they will be in Lostwithiel we will all be
‘lostwithoutyouall’!
Adapted from the presentation delivered by Mark
Rogers at Box Village Hall on 6th April 2019.

CELEBRATING ROGER AND JOAN
Roger and Joan Davis are one of the prime exemplars of
a Box phenomenon in which anyone who has arrived in
the village before you is assumed to have been there for
ever. In fact, Roger and Joan came to the village just a
year or so before us, about twenty-five years ago.
However, they joined in village life so enthusiastically
that we thought they had been here for years.
Joan soon learned that volunteering to be a treasurer
was a dangerous thing to do as you end up doing it for
everyone for ever. She rapidly became a key member of
the WI the Gardening Club and the Box Players. I first
got to know her well when I became an ogre in my first
pantomime and was served, by my dear wife played by
Joan, with a stew which was prepared for the dressrehearsal and got progressively more rancid as the week
of performances went on. She also performed
memorably as the mother of a family of mice in the
pantomime Cinderella, which I directed, keeping six
small people under perfect control - no mean feat.
In my late forties I took up golf and I was very lucky to
be taken under the wings of a group comprising Roger,
David Mustarde and Richard Dennis. In the days when
my attempts at golf were depressingly erratic, they were
the most generous of playing partners. Celebrating with
me when I finally broke one hundred. Contrary to Mark
Twain’s assertions, a walk round the golf course with
Roger was never spoiled as it was the opportunity to
listen to one of his fund of amusing anecdotes – baked
beans, contact lenses, electrical wiring, the vagaries of
local government, no subject was too obscure. A game
of golf is a long walk and just occasionally one of the
stories would come around again though not usually in
the same round!
For many years Joan and Roger were the organising
genii behind Box Open Gardens. This has become one
of the high points of village life every three years, raising
money to support charities and to keep the village hall
well financed so that it can play its important part in Box
life. Roger was the Licensee of Box Bar for a number of
years so this venue was an appropriate one in which to
bid them both a fond farewell.
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BOX SWIMMING CLUB
New Year’s Resolutions, planning to get fitter,
slimmer or just more active in 2019?
BOX SWIMMING CLUB can help and it’s right on your doorstep.
We meet every Thursday evening
at Beaudesert Park School Swimming
Pool 8.00 to 9.00 pm
The pool is a good size with lanes to suit
swimmers of varying abilities and speeds.
We have underwater lighting for a relaxing
atmosphere.
Whether you are swimming for fitness,
training for a triathlon, or just wanting a
little gentle exercise we can accommodate
your needs. The club especially welcomes
members from Box, although others from
surrounding villages also join us.
If interested please contact:

Andrew Pettit on 834766 or
boxswim@box-village.com
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ART GROUP
As always, the Group has had many enjoyable weekly
sessions, usually well attended and only one cancelled
session due to the snow!
There was no painting at our last meeting before
Christmas as we had a social event. Lynne and I put
members’ skills to the test with 2 quizzes – one general
knowledge and the second on art. Tea and Christmas
refreshments contributed by members were much
appreciated after all the racking of brains and it gave
everyone a chance to chat to each other. We also
brought in pictures, not our own work, to look at and
get discussion going!
After the Christmas break,
we resumed in January
when Roxy gave details of
the termly competition Water. She asked us to use
our imagination to explore
work and concepts by
other artists, looking
perhaps at the patterns
and transparency of water
and the way that
movement is represented,
but to be adventurous and
take risks! This
competition proved to be popular and the many entries
were displayed at our meeting on 14th March. Roxy
commented on each entry and encouraged the painters
to tell us about their techniques. Roger Summers won
the £5 voucher for his ‘Five Ways with Water”.
While Box Village held their pantomime, we held our
annual outing – this year to the Birmingham Museum
and Art Gallery. Despite some road diversions in
Birmingham, our coach arrived in time for a cup of
coffee before our tour of the Pre-Raphaelite painters.
Our guide showed us a selection of paintings and
described how these differed from the work of earlier
painters. The talk was fascinating and I certainly learnt
a lot, although I think we were all suffering from
information overload at the end! The photo shows ‘The
last of England’ by Ford Madox Brown, one of the most
famous Pre-Raphaelite paintings depicting a couple
setting sail for a new home in Australia. The guide

pointed out many interesting
features of the painting, which
normally we wouldn’t have
noticed. After lunch, we had
some time to wander around
the museum and look at the
Staffordshire Hoard, paintings
from past to present and
beautiful stained glass and
ceramics. The building alone
was worth a visit with its
wonderful Victorian ironwork.
Our tutor, Beth has just run a
drypoint etching workshop at
our weekly session. Using a
photo, we etched our picture onto an acetate sheet
with a metal pen. When ready to print, ink was applied
and the sheet put through Beth’s press to transfer the
image onto paper. There were some great results and
everyone thoroughly
enjoyed the workshop.
Our portrait group has been
fortunate to have a selection
of sitters, even if it has
meant drawing each other!
If you would like to come
and sit for us one Thursday
afternoon, we would love to
have you. An afternoon of “doing nothing” in return for
a small remuneration may sound quite inviting!
As usual, we are always on the lookout for new
members. All abilities are welcome and although we
have no formal tuition, our tutors Beth or Roxy are on
hand to give advice. If you are interested, or know of
anyone who would like to join our group, or be a sitter
for our Portrait Group, please contact me please
contact me at jillharwooduk@gmail.com or our
membership secretary Ann Jackson at
ann.jackson1@homecall.co.uk
Jill Harwood, Co-Chairman

‘The Last of England’ - Ford Madox Brown

the end of the evening. I unfortunately re-discovered my
love for amaretto and ice and so shall be adding a
bottle of Disaronno to our drinks collection next time we
travel through a duty free!
The 6th Safari Supper will be around September or

BOX SAFARI SUPPER
Saturday 9th February saw nearly forty Box residents
(and a few ex-Box residents) take part in the 5th Box
Village Safari Supper - an event that involves participants
walking around the village having starters in one house,
main courses in another and all change again for dessert.

A huge thank you to all the 'hosts', especially those who
produced amazing main courses without actually being
in their homes for the previous hour. Plus a special thank
you to Victor and Amanda who were 'super hosts' by not
only hosting the pudding but also for laying on coffee,
chocolate and sweet liqueurs for all the participants at

October 2020 - as I think walking around the village with
a bit of daylight will make it more guest-friendly and so I
hope to persuade some Box residents who are yet to try
a Safari Supper to give it a go next time around.
Ginny Martin
The Editorial Team would like to thank Ginny and John
Martin who organised the evening and doubtless spent a
lot of time working out the combinations of guests at each
venue. It was a really good evening with wonderful food,
wine and excellent company.
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NEW STROUD BREWERY

community, sustainability and all that jazz…
Most villagers will know that Stroud Brewery has a
spanking new brewery – literally round the corner from
their old one (so no need for your Sat Nav . .). I was
fortunate enough to wangle an invitation to their press
launch - yes, the new brewery is impressive, all steel and
modern minimalist; and yes, I had a great time – is it me
or does beer taste extra quaffable in situ?

Most press launches are pretty superficial affairs; a bit of
chat, a lot of spin, and nibbles. Not this one. Stroud
Brewery doesn’t just make great award- winning beers, it
has great values which permeate everything it does
and strives for. It’s one of a handful of craft brewers who
only brew organic beers, which means doing things
sustainably and ethically. This is central to everything
they do – for Stroud Brewery that’s right down to the
packaging and only selling to independents. No wonder
the Independent hailed them as ‘a master of organic and
sustainable brewing’. Not that you would guess, mind
you – they prefer to lead by example, and concentrate
on brewing good beer and giving people a good time.

particularly suited to the Craft Brewing”.
It would be simpler and much cheaper to just buy
imported barley, and not to care about supporting local
businesses and helping keep craft industries alive, but
that’s not Stroud Brewery’s style. Which is also probably
why we were treated to a futuristic tasting of what might
go with beer from River Cottage chefs, (crisps, pork pie
and anchovies came out top), and a panel of experts
discussing the future of craft beers, sustainability and
much more , including Guy
Singh-Watson, founder of
Riverford Organic Box Scheme,
CAMRA, the sustainability
manager of Adams wine
merchant (a sign of the times…)
and Neil Palmer who founded
the remarkable organic wine
merchants, Vintage Roots.
As anyone who frequents Stroud Brewery also knows,
they are passionate about community, and about
pubs being the social glue that binds local communities.
Enter their brand new Tap Room - already a bustling
hive of community bonhomie. Needless to say, their
music and film soirees are as popular as their delicious
wood fired pizzas. But perhaps what defines and makes
Stroud Brewery so special is – yes, they run bingo
evenings. You can’t get any more community than that.
Lynda Brown

Box folk, who enjoy supping their ales, might not know,
for example, that Stroud Brewery buys local Cotswold
grown organic barley, malted by the oldest working
maltster in the UK, nearby Warminster Maltings, in
Wiltshire. Founded in 1855, it’s one of only four left in
the UK. Here, I can’t resist quoting from their website,
which sort of says it all: “in defiance of all the 20th
century technology which completely overwhelmed the
malting industry in the 1960’s, Warminster Malt is still
made the traditional way, by hand, on floors, almost
totally unchanged …. this gentle, natural process
prevails today because it is now widely acknowledged
that this method produces a superior product

Honey from
Box Bees
Ideal for Gifts!

FIRST AND THIRD FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH

Beris and Jacquie Hanks
Please ring first -

Tel 836287
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LOYAL BRITISHER AWARDED THE IRON CROSS

newspaper to print an article about an attack on the factory. It
was hoped that German reconnaissance aircraft would
photograph the building and confirm Eddie’s story. He then
Eddie Chapman had told his new girlfriend Betty Farmer, that
made his way back to Germany on a ship via Portugal, but not
he was in the film industry, but he was a career criminal - the
before Eddie convinced MI5 to look after his fiancée Freda
leader of the Jelly Gang, a notorious criminal group known for
Stevenson while he was away. After interrogation his German
using gelignite to crack safes. She also didn’t know that he
masters accepted his story, presented him with a lot of money
had a fiancée, dancer Freda Stevenson, who was pregnant.
and the highest award given to a German soldier, the Iron
Cross – Eddie Chapman was the only Englishman ever to
One night in the spring of 1939, Eddie had appeared at
receive this ‘honour’.
Betty’s door saying breathlessly “Do you want to come to
Jersey?” She quickly packed a bag and jumped into the car
Eddie’s Abwehr unit was then sent to Norway where he met a
waiting outside and thus began the adventure of a lifetime.
beautiful Norwegian underground
operative Dagmar Lahlum. At this point
Betty also didn’t know that Eddie had just been caught by the
he thought she was collaborating with
Scottish police, was out on bail and on the run with no
the Germans (a traitor to Norway) and
intention of appearing in court. His plan was to go to Jersey,
then escape to France. They checked into the Jersey Hotel De she thought he was a German spy and a
traitor to England. But the two fell in love
Le Plage as Mr and Mrs Farmer. After a night of roulette and
and he proposed marriage to her as well.
dancing they were having lunch in the dining room when
Eddie then prepared for another mission
Eddie looked up from his trifle and saw two men in overcoats
to England during which he convinced
having an animated discussion with the headwaiter. He stood
the Abwehr to look after Dagmar. So
up, kissed Betty and said “I shall go, but I shall always come
Eddie Chapman had Betty Farmer and
back.” With that he turned, ran to the closed window
Freda Stevenson waiting for him in
overlooking the beach and jumped clean through it. The
England
(being looked after by MI5) and
policemen gave chase but could not catch him. Eddie needed
Dagmar being looked after by the
money to get away so he cracked another safe, a crime which
Abwehr. Before his next mission to
set him on a path of international intrigue and espionage.
England he confided with Dagmar that he was in fact a British
Ironically it was this crime that ensured that he would be tried
spy and she responded telling him she was actually working
on the island before he could be sent to the mainland to be
for the underground. Both were pleased to hear the other’s
tried for the crimes he committed there, and made sure he
news! He parachuted again into England with three new
would not spend the next 14 years in an English prison. He
missions. He was to steal a portable radar unit from a British
was caught the next day but he made sure that the Jersey
warplane, discover the technology that was enabling the
authorities knew that Betty Farmer had no knowledge of his
crimes, so she was allowed to leave for England and would not British to destroy so many submarines in the Atlantic and to
correct the aim of the German V1 missiles. He also brought
see him again for five years.
back intelligence of inestimable value. He had photographs of
Eddie served three years in prison on Jersey. Meanwhile Hitler
every senior Abwehr agent in Norway, numerous potential
had invaded France and the British evacuated from Dunkirk.
targets like ammunition dumps and he had memorised
The British government had no choice but to abandon Jersey
addresses of much of the Oslo military.
to occupation by the Nazis. When Eddie was released, he
MI5 did nothing about his first mission but for the second they
found the island run by the Germans. He had no intention of
concocted fake plans describing a type of depth charge that
going straight so he and his cellmate started up a barbershop
simply did not exist. Eddie duly sent these to Oslo where they
from which they ran the island’s black-market operation. The
sent
the German scientists off on a wild goose chase trying to
pair cooked up a scheme to offer to spy for the Germans,
solve a problem that wasn’t there. His next mission was trickier.
hoping they would send them to England on a mission where
The V1 missiles were in fact dropping short but in consultation
they would surrender to the British secret service – MI5. They
with physicists they worked out how to mislead the German
submitted the proposal to the German commandant and
scientists
into thinking that the missiles were going too far.
heard nothing of it. Some months later they were both
This meant that rather than landing in the centre of London,
arrested on charges of sabotage. They both thought that this
the missiles fell short, many into open countryside. This
was a ruse by the German authorities to get them off the
island and into the hands of the Abwehr – the German military deception meant that Eddie Chapman, master criminal, saved
thousands of lives. By this time the V1 launch sites were
intelligence arm. But they were mistaken and they were taken
overrun by the Allies and of those that were still launched
to a notorious prison where beatings and starvation were the
many were shot down by radar guided aircraft. As the V1
norm. However, with the glacial speed of bureaucracies
threat was substantially reduced the British decided that they
everywhere their application slowly found its way to German
had no further need for criminals in MI5 and with a lecture on
intelligence. It seems that Eddie Chapman was just the sort of
going straight they kicked him out and sent him on his way. He
fellow the Abwehr was looking for.
received no honours or recognition for what he did for his
He was taken out of the French prison and trained in the
country, save that from the Nazis – just a threat that if he told
espionage techniques of explosives, weapons and Morse
anyone about it he would go back to prison.
code. He became fluent in German and quite friendly with his
Eddie hired some former policemen to find Betty Farmer, the
captors. Months later he was in a German aircraft flying over
blonde
he left at the Hotel De La Plage five years before, but
England. He got stuck in the hatchway and had to be pushed
in wartime England, finding a woman without a photo or an
through into the darkness below. Landing in a field he
address was near-impossible. He was having lunch with these
immediately went to the closest farmhouse to surrender. He
offered his services to MI5 as a double agent. His mission from men, discussing the problem and how she might be found
when one asked “Is there anyone here that looks a bit like
the Abwehr was to blow up the factory making the Mosquito
her?” Eddie looked around, and saw a woman at the other
bombers as well as to gather general intelligence. Fortunately
end of the dining room and said “That girl, she looks just like
for Eddie MI5 had a process ready to deal with German spies
her from behind.” At that moment Betty turned around and
– they gave them a choice, work for the allies or be shot.
Eddie
said “Jesus!” He got up and walked over to her. They
Almost all chose to work for the allies. The threat was not
were married within a couple of months and stayed together,
necessary in Eddie’s case – this was his plan all along. And so
despite his numerous affairs, for the rest of their lives.
began his career as a double agent, full of danger and threat
He kept his promise, then and always “I shall go, but I shall
of discovery. His main mission for the Abwehr was to blow up
©Paul Hannah 2019
always
come back.”
the de Havilland Mosquito factory at Hatfield. MI5 concocted
Many thanks for this amazing story to prolific playwright Paul
a plan to fool the Abwehr using a professional magician. To
Hannah, Queensland, Australia, www.palindrome.com.au
this end one night they scattered rubble, bent gates and
21 more stories at www.communitylibrarysamford.org/?s=Hannah
overturned machinery around the site and arranged for a

An unlikely but true story from WWII

BOX VILLAGE OR SKIPVILLE?

AIR IN G - MOSCOW DRUG CLUB

There seems to be an awful lot of building/alterations/
property maintenance going on in Box at the moment.
That’s probably a good thing - improving the housing
stock and keeping the village looking spick and span,
but it does mean that we have to manoevre around
skips and various works
from time to time. Thanks
to the resident who has
sent in these photos of
the different skips spotted
in our village over the last
few weeks. Why not have
fun and work out where
they are?

“A curious musical place where certain elements of
1930’s Berlin Cabaret, Hot Club de France, Nuevo Tango
& Gypsy Campfire meet, have a few to drink and
stagger arm-in-arm into the darkness of some eastern
European cobbled street on a mission to find the bar
where Django Reinhardt & Tom Waits are having an
after-hours jam with the local Tziganes.”
I couldn’t have
put it better
myself! Once
again (they
came to Box in
2011 as well,
and returned by
popular
demand) MDC
put on a riproaring musical
performance and entertained us royally.
Their repertoire is so extensive and varied that even
those who claimed to dislike jazz were persuaded! It’s
always a good test when the audience can’t believe the
show has ended, and are left eager for more.
Calling youngsters of all ages!
Our third performance of the
Air in G season will be
Cardboard Carnival - a real
treat for the youngsters (ages
4 - 104) in Box - a Saturday
Please note that
matinée.
Air in G promotes
Lempen Puppet Theatre
entertainments in
Company is a magical puppet- many Gloucestershire
theatre group, based in
villages. If you would
Yorkshire. Their touring show
like to attend shows
Cardboard Carnival creates
outside Box, you can
itself before your very eyes,
get information on
from all sorts of everyday
their programme from
things. Don’t get it? Then
Sylvia Funston
come and see for yourself on
Tel 01989 566644
Saturday 18th May, 2pm in
or download from
www.airing.co.uk
your very own Box Village Hall!
John
Storey (832757)
Be sure to order your tickets
also has a few copies
(£6) early - please contact:
of the 2017/2018
Andy Pettit, Thimblepen,
Air in G programme.
Box, Tel 834766, email
AirG@box-village.com
OR John Storey js@imcbrandmark.com 872430

that’s enough skips for now . . Ed.

UNDERGROUND OVERGROUND
The Box Utility Providers
You don’t always think of Box as being plugged into all
of the latest amenities of the 21st century, however as
we go about our daily lives, the major infrastructure of
utility services such as electricity, gas, water and
telephones that help keep us ticking over are
maintained by an army of skilled professionals.

from Severn Trent
with his trusty
listening stick
tracking down
leaking pipes in
the village.
So hats off to the
utility engineers of
Gloucestershire
without whose
efforts our lives
would be a lot
messier!

Jon Moseley

Take for example the complex network of mains sewers
that runs beneath our feet. In line with the Anglo Saxon
saying “…it doesn’t flow uphill” it all gets collected and
channelled down through a complex network of pipes
through Box Woods and beyond (this may explain the
amazing carpet of wild garlic and bluebells we get every
year)!
Keeping this critical
infrastructure in shape
are the sub-contractors
of Severn Trent.
Last year they were
busy inspecting the
pipes sending video
cameras up critical
sections, identifying
blockages caused by
tree roots and yes by
our own fatbergs and
jetting them clean (so
don’t flush wet wipes
etc. down the loo, not
only could they block
our sewers, but they
may yet appear in a
video on YouTube).

BOX BAR

SPOTTED ON HOLIDAY
IN CORNWALL

Also busy in the last year were the Highway
Maintenance team changing our street lights to LEDs.
Whatever your view on LED lighting, that was a
significant investment in our infrastructure.
And finally some of you may have noticed an unusual
crooked character recently zig-zagging through the
village with a hand clasped over his right ear wielding a
lance. This wasn’t a destitute folk singer looking for a
Other beers are available!
gig, but Simon Godwin a devining Leakage Technician 23 (allegedly . . )

Box Bar is open on the first
and third Friday of each
month and continues to be
well supported - it’s an ideal
opportunity to meet friends
and neighbours and catch
up on what’s been
happening in and around
Box village. There’s a full
range of cask ales, lagers
wines and soft drinks.
It’s been lovely to see the
younger mums and dads
who have recently moved
into the village taking it in
turns to come to bar night
and meet other residents.
If you would like to be a bar
person and serve your
fellow villagers on a Friday
evening please contact
Andrew Dawes on 832545,
who will introduce you to
this rewarding experience.

ENTROPY

St. BARNABAS CHURCH
St Barnabas Church welcomed the new rector, the
Reverend Canon Howard Gilbert, to Box with coffee and
cake after he took his first service in the village. Chris
French made and decorated the splendid cake and the
congregation enjoyed meeting our new Rector.

The Reverend Canon Howard Gilbert knows the area as
he served as Associate Vicar for nine years at Holy
Trinity, Watermoor, Cirencester. He moved to
Minchinhampton Parish after Christmas with his wife
Susannah and two young daughters. You may
perchance see him cycling or running around the parish
as he is a triathlete. Unfortunately, we are unlikely to be
able to furnish him with much snow for skiing, which is
another passion!

ST BARNABAS CHURCH FLOWER GUILD NEEDS YOU!
As you may know, a number of volunteers from Box and
beyond personally provide the flowers and arrange the
pedestal displays on a weekly basis. The Flower Guild
covers special floral displays for festivals and
celebrations such as the Easter and Christmas flowers,
and village events like the Jubilee and Open Gardens,
of which the community is very proud.
Of course, we would love to have more volunteers for
the flower rota - you need no special floristry skills, just
some time and plenty of enthusiasm - but we welcome
donations year-round to pay for flowers and materials. If
you feel unable to commit to the flower rota we would
also be grateful for any unwanted fake flowers or
greenery you might have. Used in conjunction with real
flowers, these really enhance the pedestal displays.
Easter Flowers
Each year during the Easter period the Flower Guild
places a display of Arum lilies in the church in memory
of loved ones who have passed away, together with a
list of names for remembrance in a book displayed at
the back of the church.
If you would be interested in having someone
remembered in this way, a donation would be gratefully
received. If you would like to make one, either cash or a

SAVE OUR SPIRE

cheque, please put it in
an envelope together
with your name and the
name of the person(s)
you would like
remembered and drop
it into my post box at
the above address or
leave it in the kitchen
area of the church
(Cheques made payable
to Box Church Flower
Guild).
Our church is open
during the day, every
day, and St Barnabas
Flower Guild invites you
to look in and admire
for floral dedications please see page 28
the church and the
flowers whenever you are passing.
I look forward to hearing from anyone who may be
interested, also if anyone would like to join the flower
rota, please let us know.
Sarah Moseley, Hope Cottage, Box
Tel: 01453 835513
Mobile: 07880846321
Email address: sarahkmoseley@gmail.com

DON’T TELL HIM
PIKE!
ACCESS:

JUG BAND

Our Church ‘St Barnabas, Box’ is
I have to confess that I suffer
a truly delightful Arts and Crafts
from GAS - a pathetic addiction
gem. The church was completed
from which it is difficult to
and dedicated on 24th October
escape. GAS (Gear Acquisition
1952. It was the first to be built
Syndrome) afflicts petrolheads
after the second world war. It
PERFORMER
and musicians
alike, so as a
was consecrated on June 21st
MANAGEMENT
1958. It remains unchanged from
member of both
groups, I’ve got
CREW
ROAD
the intentions of its architect
it bad! One of the symptoms
is a
Peter Falconer and incorporates
FACILITIES
regular and obsessive
search of the ‘musical
stained glass windows by Box
FRONT OFofHOUSE
instruments’ section
eBay. This often throws up
resident Edward Payne who was
interesting or unusual
a well-known late Arts and Crafts
painter and stained-glass artist.
instruments, but rarely
uncovers such a curious
The Friends of St Barnabas was set up to ensure that
musical story: the item for
residents could support the beautiful building whatever
their religious affiliations. The spire of St Barnabas is an
sale was a vintage
important feature of our environment and I am sure that
Hammond organ (always
you all get pleasure seeing it from all around the village.
interesting - look for B3s)
The gold leaf in which it is covered and the substrate on
that in an earlier life had
which this is applied are peeling off and as you can see
belonged to the USAF
from the pictures below It needs re-gilding. The
dramatically increased cost of gold leaf since it was last
band. The sale included a user’s manual, with some
done and the need for substantial scaffolding means we
unexpected instructions . . .
need to raise £10,000 to pay for it. We will be applying
to various grant-giving bodies for support but third
parties like to know that projects are supported locally
so we need your help.
Please help and send
your donations to Friends
of St Barnabas c/o Mark
Rogers, Twelvetrees, Box,
GL6 9HP. If you would
like us to be able to
reclaim gift-aid please
make your cheque
payable to
25 John Storey
Minchinhampton PCC.

✘

FOLD HERE

ALL AREAS

BACKSTAGE PASS

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER
Planning Applications
Since December’s edition of Box News, planning
application S.18/2301/HHOLD for revisions to Waysmeet’s
original application for a garage has been approved and
the new garage is now complete. Also approved is
application S.18/2012/HHOLD for the replacement of the
single garage and attached garden room with WC, new
porch and some new windows plus associated landscaping
works at Common’s Edge.
I’m still not aware of any further update following the
approval of S.18/0350/FUL to demolish “The Bungalow”
and to replace it with a larger house built of more
conventional materials.
Planning application S.18/1635/FUL proposing that soft
fencing around the Chine School’s Volleyball Court be
added to a height of 6 metres and also to create a roof
over the ball court was refused by Stroud District Council.
Both Box Village Society and Minchinhampton Parish
Council had recommended refusal. The Novalis Trust
appealed that decision but, as we went to press, it was
announced that the appeal was refused by the Planning
Inspectorate.

ReportIT
I am occasionally asked how to report street lamps that
have failed, deep potholes that need repair, roadside
drains that are blocked and other matters that are the
responsibility of Stroud or Gloucestershire councils. Easy
peasy! Just enter www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/reportit and
select whatever category of problem it is you wish to
report. For more urgent reports such as pedestrian crossing
lights stuck on green or hazardous spillages on roads, or if
you have no Internet access available, ring 08000 514514.
Thank you.

Cllr Steve Hemmings
Minchinhampton Parish Councillor - Box Ward.
1 Baycroft, Box, GL6 9HH. Tel: 01453 832908
E-mail SPH@Box-Village.com

BOX WI

At our AGM in November, we were struggling to form a
committee and were facing the possibility of closure.
However, the troops rallied around in true WI tradition and
we managed to save the situation.
It was nice to celebrate our revival with a New Year’s Lunch
at the Edgemoor Inn in January. Twenty-eight members
Following the withdrawal of application S.18/2033/HHOLD
and guests all enjoyed an excellent meal and voted to
return next year.
for a substantial extension to East Cottage, a new
application S.18/2584/HHOLD for a less dominant
We have had some excellent speakers to date:
extension gained SDC’s approval but a further application
Mike Cooper “I was an Olympic Volunteer- Twice”
S.19/0722/HHOLD has since been submitted and now
An excellent speaker who had us in fits of laughter
awaits consideration.
describing his experiences.
The application S.18/2138/HHOLD for a new garage and
Sue Simmonds “Celebrities at the Market House”
dormer windows in the roof of 1 Cotswold Cottages
Amazing lady who has the ability to spot and chat up the
numerous celebrities who live locally.
(immediately opposite the lower entrance to Box Village
Hall) was later amended to exclude the garage, and the
Geoff Boldero “Podiatry”
amended application was then approved.
A fascinating, informative talk on every aspect of foot care!
In April we are looking forward to a talk on Stroud Red
Application S.18/1854/HHOLD for the replacement of a
Cloth, used to manufacture soldiers’ uniforms well back in
shed with a “bothy” at Beehive Cottage was approved by
history.
SDC, as was S.18/2405/HHOLD for the creation of a new
door, side porch and an internal partition wall.
May is our month for Resolutions where we discuss subjects
of National importance and bring them to the attention of
S.18/2488/HHOLD was then submitted for a “subterranean
car store”. MPC recommended refusal of this application as the Government.
it believed that removal of a section of the boundary wall
June meeting – Steve Taylor “Our Burgundy Experience”.
of this listed building and its replacement by what would
We always welcome visitors to our meetings, but you do
effectively be a garage door would be unacceptable, and
not have to feel under any obligation to become a
that the stability and setting of both the cottage and its
member. However, we would hope that you would like to
adjoining building “The Beehive” might be threatened by
join us subsequently in order to take part in the many and
varied activities which the WI has to offer.
such extensive excavation. In January SDC’s planners
responded by asking the applicant for a “method
We do occasionally have
statement” of exactly how the work would be carried out,
special visitors. We were
but no method statement has yet been submitted so the
honoured to receive a visit
from the Duchess of Malfoy at
application remains undecided.
our March meeting. A
Most recently a retrospective application
delightful lady, if a little
S.19/0597/HHOLD has been submitted for the erection of
forceful! She recently married
a “dormer structure” at Beehive Cottage. Minchinhampton
the King of Ruritania and we
Parish Council has asked that the District Council’s
wish her every happiness in her
new role as Queen! Yes,
Conservation Officer inspects the work to ensure that the
you’ve missed it! Box Players
dormer and any of the ongoing extensive renovations
latest
pantomime –
being carried out at Beehive Cottage will not jeopardise
Rumpelstiltskin.
the cottage’s listed heritage status.
26 Geraldine Ames

CONSERVATION AREAS

• Demolish a building with a volume of more than 115
cubic metres;

A conservation area is an area of special architectural or
historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance (Section 69 The Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

• To demolish a gate, fence, wall or railing over 1 metre
high next to a highway (including a public footpath or
bridleway) or public open space; or over 2 metres high
elsewhere.

About 2.2% of England (an area larger than Luxembourg)
has been designated as areas of conservation. Wiltshire has
the most conservation areas (246), followed by Cornwall
(146) and then the Cotswolds (145).

The additional planning controls and considerations in
conservation areas are most likely to affect owners who
want to work on the outside of their building or any trees
on their property. It is always prudent to
check with a Conservation Officer if you
are thinking of undertaking building work.

• Your house may be affected by special
controls (‘Article 4 Directions’) that restrict
work you can normally do without
planning permission e.g. replacing a door
or window; altering guttering and
downpipes;
• You will need planning permission if
you want to demolish a building (see
above);
• Permitted Development (PD) rights are
slightly different in conservation areas and
need to be checked;
• If you want to cut down, top or lop any
but the smallest tree you must notify the
local planning authority. Sometimes Tree
Preservation Orders (TPOs) are created to
protect significant trees.
Prior to submitting a planning
application, it may be prudent to discuss your initial ideas
with the Planning Department through a ‘Pre-application
advice and enquiries Meeting’ which is a service offered by
Stroud District Council. Information about this, and the
relevant form to complete, is available on the Stroud
District Council website.

Most conservation areas are designated by the local
Planning Authority and there are some extra planning
controls and considerations in place to protect these
special areas. However, it would appear that there seems
to be some ‘flexibility’ in the interpretation of what is
allowed in a conservation area. For those planning to
undertake developments in a conservation area there is
further information in the National Planning Policy
Framework 2018, updated February 2019. This sets out the
government’s planning policies for England and how these
are expected to be applied. There is also the Historic
England publication Making Changes to Heritage Assets,
Historic England Advice Note 2 which gives further
guidance on how to apply the NPPF policies. Both these
documents are used by Stroud District Council as a guide
to decision making.

I would like to thank Della Gould (Senior Conservation
Officer, South Team, SDC) who kindly read and provided
some information for this feature.

Jacquie Hanks

THE BOX PANTO
Now it’s behind you,
I think you’ll agree
The Players of Box
Have filled us with glee.
It’s brimming with talent
This village so small,
From script, scenes, portrayals
To last curtain call.
The Players of Box
Entertained us so well,
“Oh yes they have ….”
We hear you all yell.
Anon

Stroud District Council has a rich industrial heritage and 42
designated Conservation Areas. These reflect the diverse
architectural styles associated with different forms of
construction. To the west of Stroud are the brick dominated
Frome corridor and the Severn Vale; and to the east of the
town, the stone dominated hills and valleys, which also
have many buildings and structures associated with the
wool trade, canals and railways. The village of Box along
with Amberley and Minchinhampton was one of the first to
be designated as a conservation area in1973.
The governments ‘Planning Portal’ specifies that in a
conservation area:
“…… you will need planning permission for relevant
demolition to do the following:
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SNIPPETS!
SNOW IN BOX
We thought you might like to see some
pictures of Box in the snow. Some readers
will not have seen Box from this perspective.
The photos were taken from ‘Beechdene’
on Friday 01 Feb 2019 at around
11.00AM – temperature minus one
degree centigrade.

One surprising
feature is how
many telephone
and electricity
lines there are –
we counted 10
on the one
photo alone.
Colleen and
Chris Rothwell

EDWARD PAYNE PICTURE DONATED TO THE VILLAGE
Box Village would like to thank David Perks and the
Perks family for donating this charming watercolour by
Edward Payne to the village, in memory of John Perks.
We think this may be a composite, but if it is an actual
site, and anyone knows the location of this church
building, we should be grateful if you could let us know.

PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE
(unless otherwise credited):
Carolyn Dolan; Beris Hanks;
Jacquie Hanks; Mark Rogers; Steve
Hemmings; Richard Hughes; Séan
Kelly; Anne Rogers; Jon Moseley;
John Storey; Brendan Clements;
Ann Nightingale; Chris and Colleen
Rothwell; Felicity and Martin Smith.
Apologies to anyone we may have
inadvertently omitted.

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Minchinhampton
Monday 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Wednesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Thursday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.30pm
Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 12.30pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY
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Nailsworth
Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY
Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Thursday CLOSED ALL DAY
Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 6.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm
Sunday CLOSED ALL DAY

BOX VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman:

Chris Ames, Old Box Inn, Box

832345 BVH@Box-Village.com

Vice-chairman:

Steve Hemmings

832908

Booking Secretary:
Jane Storey
836649

Hon. Treasurer:
Mark Robinson

834202

Millie Kidson
Colin French
Phil Goodwin

832095
883223
832610

John & Jane Storey
Andrew Dawes
Chris Helps

872430
832545
833868

885478
833588

BVS@box-village.com

Hon Secretary:
Ivy Witts

834347

Committee:
Joan Davis
Sarah Kidson
Andrew Pettit
Roger Ogle

832951
832095
834766
834091

BOX VILLAGE SOCIETY COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Hon. Treasurer:
Committee:
Ian Witts
Alison Pettit

Richard Hughes
Anne Rogers
834347
834766

Penny Helps
John Storey

833868
872430

Steve Hemmings
Colleen Rothwell

832908
836029

Jill Harwood

886233

jillharwooduk@gmail.com

Sue Dixon

885252

suekdixon@hotmail.com

Barnabas Painters

Alan Hopkins

825665

alan.hopkins733@btinternet.com

Bridge Group

Mark Rogers

833588

BoxBridge@box-village.com

Coffee Mornings

Daphne Edwards

832283

BoxCoffee@box-village.com

Gardening Club

Mark Rogers

833588

BoxGarden@box-village.com

Parish Council

Steve Hemmings

832908

SPH@box-village.com

Church Convenor

Colin French

883223

BoxChurch@box-village.com

Swimming Club

Andrew Pettit

834766

BoxSwim@box-village.com

Box Players, Chairman

Brian Woosey

832345

BoxPlayers@box-village.com

Box Players, Co-ordinator

Jacquie Hanks

836287

jacquie_hanks@hotmail.co.uk

Box WI

Joan Davis

832951

BoxWI@box-village.com

Neighbourhood Watch

Pauline Temple

836468

BoxNeighbourhoodWatch@box-village.com

Box News Editor

Brendan Clements

887376

BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Advertising

Lynda Brown

833118

BoxAdvertising@box-village.com

Box News Features Editor

Jacquie Hanks

836287

BoxNews@box-village.com

Box News Distribution

Alison Edmonston

836309

BoxNews@box-village.com

Village Hall Bookings

Jane Storey

836649

BVHbookings@box-village.com

Box Bar

Andrew Dawes

832545

BoxVigil@box-village.com

Website Editor

Chris Helps

833868

WebEditor@box-village.com

Website Co-ordinator

Steve Hemmings

832908

SPH@box-village.com

GWT (Box Wood)

George Griffiths

07464 486732 George.griffiths@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

VILLAGE CONTACTS

Art Group (co-chairmen)

NB The Editor would be grateful if you could notify him of any errors, omissions or changes to this list.

RWANDA AND AKAGERA NATIONAL PARK

best use of its limited resources. Due to the size of the
country and its mountainous terrain there is relatively
little land available for agricultural development,
however they do grow coffee, bananas and rice and the
tourism industry is growing steadily. Interestingly, plastic
bags are banned and shoppers are given paper bags or
use their own. Basically the antithesis of what is
occurring in Zimbabwe.

To be honest Rwanda was not one of the priority
destinations on my bucket list but I was kindly given the
opportunity to visit the country compliments of
Rwandair and I am absolutely delighted that Sally and I
were able to do so. Upon further investigation prior to
travelling, my interest was peaked when I learned that
Rwandair is linked to and services, many other key
tourist destinations in Central, Eastern and Southern
Africa including South Africa, Zimbabwe, Tanzania,
Gambia, Zambia, Uganda, Kenya, Nigeria, Ethiopia,
Malawi, Burundi, Morocco, Nigeria and many others.

Rwanda has three main National Parks, Akagera NP,
Nyungwe Forrest NP and Volcanoes NP, the latter being
the habitat of the rare and endangered mountain
gorillas and golden monkeys. Tours to see the gorillas
are popular but groups are small and the visiting season
is limited, hence booking in advance is essential.

Rwandair flies out of Gatwick into its hub at Kigali
International Airport where passengers pick up
connections to other destinations. We didn’t know what
to expect, but as first time travellers with the airline all I
can say is that we were impressed. The aircraft was
immaculately clean and the seats very comfortable,
whilst the crew were very welcoming and the service
and food was pretty good. What more can you ask?
Rwandair operates a fleet of twelve aircraft made up of
B737-700s, B737-800s, Q400NGs, CRJ-900NGs and
A330s.

Given our limited time, I chose to visit the Akagera NP
which is located in the north east of Rwanda along the
border with Tanzania. Although founded in 1934, due to
a shortage of land, much of the park was re-allocated as
farms and in 1997 the park was reduced in size from
more than 2,500 sq km (nearly 10% of the surface area
of Rwanda) to its current extent of 1,122 sq km. Since
2010, a joint venture with African Parks has seen
Akagera transformed.
The development of Akagera NP symbolises what is
occurring throughout Rwanda. It is almost
unrecognisable today, compared to just 20 years ago
when it was on the verge of being lost forever. Whilst
peace was finally restored in the mid to late 1990’s,
Akagera’s decline was just beginning. Refugees
returning to Rwanda after the genocide were still
struggling to survive and turned to the forests for
timber, wildlife for food and the wild savannah lands to
graze their livestock. Lions were hunted to extinction,
rhinos were poached and killed and the park’s diverse
wildlife was displaced by thousands of cattle.

So what about Rwanda? It is one of the smallest
countries in Africa being only 26,338 square kms in area
but it has one of the densest populations at 12.1 million
(2017). Known as ‘the land of a thousand hills’, Rwanda
is bordered by Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and it is
characterised by beautiful scenery and numerous lakes.
Rwanda is notoriously known for the horrific genocides
inflicted upon its people, particularly that which
occurred in 1994, when an estimated 800,000 people
were slaughtered. There is evidence that the tragedy
could have been averted had the international
community responded to the warnings of an impending
crisis, however they didn’t and stood back whilst the
genocide unfolded. At the cessation of the atrocities the
international press descended like vultures to report in
graphic detail what had occurred much to everyone’s
feigned surprise and condemnation. For a short while
the world was shocked but then moved on to feed off
the next international crisis and Rwanda was largely
forgotten.

Akagera NP essentially disappeared in terms of being a
revenue generating asset and, with it, local employment
and tourism. Given this scenario, the turnaround and
revival of Akagera in just a few short years makes it a
truly remarkable story and demonstrates what can be
achieved through honest intent and endeavour.
In 2010, African Parks assumed management of Akagera
in partnership with the Rwanda Development Board
(RDB) and in 2017, after years of consultation, careful
preparation and effective law enforcement and
management, eighteen Eastern Black Rhinoceros were
reintroduced back into the park after a 10-year absence.
Significant financial support was provided by the
Howard G. Buffett Foundation. In order to enhance the
genetic diversity of the growing pride, two new male
lions were also translocated to Akagera in 2017.
The pride has now tripled in size since lions were
reintroduced in 2015.

What has not been widely reported is the remarkable
turnaround that has occurred in Rwanda over the last
twenty five years since those horrific times. Given where
they were, to where they are now, is nothing short of
amazing. The people live in harmony, corruption has
been minimised and there are various impressive
development programmes being implemented across a
number of sectors. Numerous memorials have been
erected to remember those lost, but Rwandans don’t
want to be defined by their past and have set about
rebuilding and establishing a new legacy.
Upon arrival in Rwanda one of the first things one
notices is the cleanliness and the positive vibe. All the
towns and villages we passed through were immaculate
and people could be seen cleaning the streets, repairing
roads and clipping hedges etc. The killing of any wildlife
is prohibited and the country is attempting to make the
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Good wildlife management practices together with
effectively trained and committed rangers and the
support of the community has ensured that poaching is
now negligible thus enabling the park’s key wildlife
populations to steadily rise. In 2018 alone, more than
44,000 tourists visited the park, bringing in a record
US$2 million in revenue thus making the park 75%
self-sustaining in just a few short years.

RWANDA AND AKAGERA NATIONAL PARK cont’d
On our first day in the park on a late afternoon game
drive we were fortunate to see a beautiful leopard which
co-operatively hung around for a photo session. Over
the following few days we had beautiful sightings of
lion, hyena, buffalo, topi, waterbuck, zebra, hippos,
elephant, impala, baboons, vervet monkeys, crocodiles,
warthog, mongeese and numerous birds including the
magnificent fish eagle. Other wildlife includes the
Sitatunga and the sought-after Shoebill Stork, sidestriped jackal, black rhino roan antelope, eland, duiker,
oribi, bohor reedbuck, klipspringer, bushbuck, blue
monkeys and bush babies. Nearly 500 species of birds
have been recorded in Akagera NP.
Akagera NP is Central Africa’s largest
protected wetland and is named after
the Akagera River that flows along its
eastern boundary and feeds into a
labyrinth of lakes, the largest of which
is Lake Ihema. The savannah plains
and rolling hills, forest fringed lakes
and papyrus swamps gives Akagera its
own identity and makes it unique
amongst African parks.
In travelling around Rwanda, at no
time did we ever feel unsafe and will
most certainly return to explore other parts of the
country. Vehicles drive on the right hand side of the
road and you can either do a self-drive or hire a vehicle
with driver. Tours are also
available.
I highly recommend a visit to
Rwanda and certainly
travelling with Rwandair.
Séan Kelly, March 2019
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Ros John, 834485
P.S. Make sure that
you are surveying
swifts not swallows
or martins! This
handy graphic
should help.

THE MYSTERY VISITOR!
Twice this year we have puzzled about burials we took no part in! First in a large flower pot
we found a number of grey feathers projecting from the compost. With a little judicious
scraping we discovered a dead pigeon. It disappeared a couple of nights later.
Fast forward a week and we found a couple of pink feet projecting from the soil in a flower
bed. We left it untouched and again it disappeared a week or so later. Is this the culprit?

Jacquie Hanks

ALL HANDYMAN WORK UNDERTAKEN
also Painting, Roofing, Fencing,
Patios, Restoration

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904 058866
email:
sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com
web:
myvillagehandymanstroud.com

01453 764251

Can you help? We
have started a Stroud
Swift Group, to act as
a focus for action. One
of the key aims will be

The week 22nd-30th June has been declared national Swift
Awareness Week and on Saturday afternoon, 29th June, in
Stroud there will be a talk by national expert Edward Mayer
which should be well worth a visit. Also Greg Pilley at
Stroud Brewery may be brewing a special Swift Ale to mark
the week - cheers!
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As we move through Springtime, we look forward to that
very special moment when Swifts are due to return to the
village, after their long long flight from Africa. These
amazing little birds come all this way, just for a three month
stay, to breed and
raise their young, then
it's back off to Africa in
August. What is
desperately sad is the
drastic fall in Swift
numbers in the last
few decades, mainly it
is thought due to loss
of suitable nest sites
as modern roofing
systems shut them
out.

to find out exactly where we still have Swifts in the area.
I'm sure we still have them in Box, as I hear and see their
"screaming parties" zooming round in summer evenings but do you know where they are nesting? Please let me
know, or you may want to join in the surveying process. Or
perhaps you can help by providing nesting-boxes. Here is
an excellent website giving lots of useful Swift information:
www.swift-conservation.org . And you are very welcome to
contact me with details of any Swift sightings in the village.
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SWIFT BOX - S.O.S. - SAVE OUR SWIFTS!

