
Box Wood belongs to you! 
 
 
After 3 years of negotiations, fund raising and 
administration, Box Wood has been 
purchased on behalf of the community. It will 
be ours for generations to come. 
 
The following pages offer an explanation of 
what has been achieved, what will happen 
next and  some of the history of Box Wood. 
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Box Wood— what happens now? 
 
 
 
As if all that generosity wasn’t enough, I’m very pleased to announce that the residents of 
Box House, Anne and David Mustardé, have very kindly offered Box Community Wood a 
further piece of woodland situated between Box Wood and Stuart Fawkes Fields. These 
fields, sometimes known as Box Meadows, are owned by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. 
Whilst this generous gift will provide additional woodland for further wildlife conservation, its 
location between the Stuart Fawkes Fields and Box Wood will enable both sites to be 
combined for more enjoyable and diverse public access and also for both areas to be 
managed more easily as a single reserve. 
 
Having given well deserved thanks to all those who have donated, contributed and 
supported, we are certainly not going to ask for further donations at this stage, but we are 
aware that, at this time of economic uncertainty, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust has 
undertaken a significant challenge in maintaining and insuring Box Wood. This could be an 
expensive undertaking, and Box Community Wood does not have a significant excess of 
donations with which to help them. 
 
Some local residents have recently asked whether they can still help in any way, and 
certainly Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust will be asking for volunteers to help their Area 
Warden to keep an eye on Box Wood, report the need for any major repairs or to take 
maintenance action themselves as part of a small team in carrying out repairs to keep 
footpaths open and safe, repair gates and fences or to remove any small obstructions. 
 
Also, on the weekend of Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th May 2017, the Stroud Wildlife 
Survey team will be undertaking a “bioblitz” of Box Wood on behalf of Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust, with the intention of observing and recording as many species of flora and 
fauna as can be found. For this they will need a large number of volunteers, particularly 
those with a reasonable ability to identify plant and animal  species, although there will be a 
requirement for manual help to erect marquees, move tables and chairs and several other 
tasks. 
 
Additionally we would encourage anyone who isn’t already a member to join 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. This would be an excellent way of helping GWT build 
additional finance for any expensive eventuality with which they may be faced, and 
membership also brings with it lots of local wildlife news and invitations to walk around and 
enjoy GWT’s many other beautiful reserves in Gloucestershire — something we can 
personally recommend. 
 
If you would like more details about becoming a member of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, 
we have included a membership brochure with this leaflet, or you can follow this Internet 
link: 
 
http://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/ 
 
 
Remember, Box Wood is not just for those who donated. It was bought by the community 
for the whole community, and please accept our very sincere thanks for your support, 
whether financial, moral or both. We do hope that one way or another you can join with us 
in keeping Box Wood a valuable part of the future of this exceptionally beautiful area. 
 
 
Chris Law – Chairman, Box Village Society 
Steve Hemmings—Chairman, Box Community Wood 



Two early photographs of the 
southern end of Box Wood, 
showing both the public footpath 
up to Box and also what was a 
gated, private entrance into the 
wood (now disused) leading from 
“Devil’s Elbow” (part of Pensile 
Road) through Box Wood and 
eventually to Box House. 
 
Although the old private footpath 
is now overgrown and will not be 
reinstated as a public entrance, 
the stone pillars of the gate still 
remain and it is hoped that these 
can be revealed and the gateway 
restored to its former 
appearance. 
 
Several old photographs and 
postcards of this location still 
remain, although often referring 
to it as being “Holcombe Corner” 
“Holcombe Wood” “Devil’s 
Elbow” or “Pensile Road” or 
simply, as in the rather 
romanticised picture (possibly 
taken from a painting) on the left, 
“Near Nailsworth”.  



BOX WOOD — the history 
 
 
For the first part of its life, in wealthier days, Box House could be approached from the 
south by carriages via a wide, private driveway, the lower part of which still leads to the 
original lodge building, now a private dwelling still known as “Box Lodge”. As did so many 
other grand estates, after World War I Box Wood was too expensive to maintain as a 
private garden and thereby became neglected and unmaintained, with some plots later 
being sold off for commercial use. For at least 100 years, and probably considerably longer,  
Box Wood has been unofficially accessed by the public along numerous paths thought to 
have been created in the early 19th century by local mill workers walking through the wood 
to Longfords and Holcombe Mills in the Avening valley. In recent years two additional public 
rights of way running east / west across Box Wood have been officially recognised, adding 
to the long existing public rights of way. 
 
Box Wood has long been a valued amenity for the people of Box and their families, 
residents of Minchinhampton Parish and the surrounding area as well as visitors from 
further afield, but it was once part of the grand wooded gardens of a much larger private 
estate belonging to Box House. 
 
Box Wood appeared on the earliest 1830 OS map as Howcomb Wood, being part of the 
estate of what is now called Holcombe House (see map below).  
 
On the later 1870 OS map on the following page, it would appear that the “Lodge” located in 
the lower centre of the map on Devil’s Elbow (now a residence known as “Wild Acre”) 
served as the lodge to Holcombe House via the driveway below running to the south. 
 
The second “lodge” shown towards the bottom right of the map, now known as Box Lodge,  
served Box House to the north, being near the lower end of a very long driveway which, at 
that time, extended approximately ½ mile from its start by the Old Quarry near Balls Green 
through the full length of Box Wood to Box House. 






